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U.S. and Canada Tightening 


ws 





Control on Films and Radio 
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Washington, June 10. 


Six months in jail, $500, or both, 
is the penalty provided in a Navy 
Department sponsored bill, now be- 
fore the Senate Naval Affairs Com- 
mittee, for camera-toters shooting 
pictures of naval equipment of any 
character—ships, aircraft, shore sta- 
tions, docks, property under con- 
struction or completed, etc. 

Whether the offender is a six-year- 
old carrying a 98c box camera or a} 
newsreel man, the U. S. will crack 
down on any pix of this nature if 





the bill becomes a law. Foreign | 
naval vessels, foreign armed mer- 
chant craft and foréign aircraft 


within the territorial waters of the 
United States have been included in 
the legislation—the direct result of 
the recent scrap over news pictures 


of the wounded British battleship, 
Malaya, which was filmed limping 
into New York harbor for aid-to- 
Britain repairs. 

Protests were made by Senator 





Hiram W. Johnson, California Re- 
publican and ardent isolationist, that | 
enactment of the measure would | 


(Continued on page 18) 


Flock of Bway 
Stage Musicals 
Due in 1941-42 


An unusually big field of musicals 
is in the making for next season on 
Broadway though a name lineup is 


not yet indicated. With an al- 
ready promising bunch of straight 


plays committed to production, the 
1941-42 period should easily top the 
managerial activity of the season just 
completed. Musical lineup should 
see at least 15 on the boards, pre- 
sented by showmen who know their 
stuff, rather than newcomers of the 
type responsible for several 
failures last season. 

George Abbott is slated to come 
forth with the first song and dance 
show, ‘Young Man’s Fancy,’ book 

(Continued on page 32) 


costly 





Cops, TA and Poor B.O. 
Crimp Carnegie Benefit 


‘Stars and Stripes Forever,’ sub- 
billed ‘Noches de las Americas’ 
(‘Nights of the Americas’), a con- 
cert supposedly to promote a John 
Phillips Sousa memorial auditorium 
in Washington, will not go on as 
scheduled tonight (Wednesday) at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y. Several factors 
intervened to stop it, not the least 
of which were’ the police, Theatre 
Authority and, finally, almost no 
sale of tickets. 

TA notified all the talent unions 

(Continued on page 38) 


Heifetz's Ideas 


; more 


Uniform a Pass 





Philadelphia, June 10. 
Uniformed men and women in 
the nation’s armed forces will be 
admitted free Monday and Fri- 
day evenings to the Robin Hood 


Dell concerts which start on 
June 19. 
C. David Hocker, director of 


4 


the concerts, also announced that 
the national anthem will be 
played at the opening of each 
program. 








| 





ToSidestep AFM 
‘Collaboration’ 


0 1 


FILM BIZ LAGS 
BEHIND THE U.S. 


Hinterland Is "Way Ahead 
of the Industry, Argues In- 
dependent Theatre Owner 
—He Claims the Public Is 


Hungry for the New and | 
Novel in the Cinema Art| 


B’S MEAN B. O. BUSTS 


By JOHN A. GOODNO 


(Sec’y-treasurer, Palace Amus. Co. 
Palace theatre, Huntington, W. Va.) 


Huntington, W. Va., June 10. 
In the current coast-to-coast search 
for alibis for what’s wrong with 
show business, an exhibitor may sift 
them all down to the point where 
talking pictures are now exactly at 
the stage where the silents were in 


| 1928, 


Looking backward one will see 


| that talkies showed plenty of weak- 


Jascha Heifetz may play no more 
concert appearances with members 


of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians after this summer. Instead, 
he may confine himself to recitals 
and a few guest solo datts with the 
Boston Symphony, as long as that 
organization remains outside the 
| AFM. 
Violinist 


is ‘scheduled for appeer- | 
ances with the Philharmonic orches- 
| 


tra at the Stadium, N. Y., and the 
Los Angeles Symphony in Holly- 


wood Bowl during August, but any | 


|further concert bookings apparently 


depend on whether James C. Petril- | 
lo, AFM president, tries to enforce | 
(Continued on page 34) 


Her Chauffeur Isn't | 
In Union, So Cornell’s 


Show Has Picket Line 


Attorneys for Katharine Cornell 
will apply this week for an injunc- 
tion to prevent members of a newly- 
formed chauffeurs’ union from pic- | 
keting the Shubert theatre, N. Y., 
where the actress is currently star- | 
ring in a revival of ‘The Doctor's 
Dilemma’ under her own manage- | 
ment. Pavement-pounders began 
Friday night (6) to parade in front 
of the theatre with signs accusing 
the star of being ‘unfair,’ because her 
chauffeur is not a member of the 
union, 

According to Miss Cornell’s repre- 
sentatives, the chauffeur involved is 
not employed by her, but by her 
husband, Guthrie McClintic, who 
staged ‘Dilemma’ and is a producer 


‘on his own. It is aiso claimed that 


the chauffeuer has been in McClintic’s 
employ about 10 years, is paid much 
than the union’s minimum, 
gets a longer paid vacation and has 
no desire to join the organization 


| have closed or 


| conductor, 


| ber 


|ening symptoms in the mid-thirties 


and were revived 
Night and further 
the boom of ’37. 
There can be 

theatres in 


in 1936 by Bank 
strengthened by 


no doubt that plenty 
this section would 
limped along had it 
not been for the tremendous stimuli 
of the giveaway era. 

No other factor so completely al- 


of 


(Continued on page 18) 





DEAN DIXON 1ST NEGRO 
TO CONDUCT NBC SYMPH 


Dixon, 26-year-old Negro 
has been engaged by the 
National Broadcasting Co. to conduct 
the NBC Symphony orchestra June 
21 and 28. Dixon is the mem- 


424i alla 
race to conduct the 


Dean 


first 
of his 
chestra 
Dixon is a graduate of the Juilliard 
School and is now seeking 
torate in at Columbia 


native New Yorker, 


his doc- 
He is a 


musi 


Rob’t Montgomery Denies 
Plan for Lindbergh Reply 


Detroit, June 10. 

Denials to a Walter Winchell 
radio report that he was to speak in 
Detroit were wired to the local 
press by Robert Montgomery. Ac- 
cording to the newscast Montgomery 
was to speak in Detroit in answer to 
views of Charles A. Lindbergh. 

‘Winctiell’s radio report that I am 
scheduled to speak in Detroit incor- 
rect, he wired. ‘Much as I would 
like opportunity to reply to Col. 
Lindbergh's views I have not been 
approached or invited to speak 


there by any one and am in the 
middle of production now which 
would prevent my leavihg Holly- 
wood for at least two weeks.’ 


OLLY WOOD’ 





bd 


2 V.P.s and 8 Equity Council Members 
Resign, Piqued Over New Elections 





Charlie Cha(n) plin 


Des Moines, June 10. 








It’s a sure bet the 10-year-olds 
don’t know who Charlie Chaplin 
is if this conversation is any 
criterion. 

First boy: ‘Are you goin’ to see 
Charlie Chan in ‘The Dictator?’ 

Second boy: ‘Sure, and I hope 
Chan gives those dictators what’s 
comin’ to ’em.’ 








Exhibs Hoping 
F.D.R. Proclaims 


‘Gasless Sundays 


Detroit, June 10. 

While exhibitors here aren’t say- 
ing much they seem to think it 
would be a nice thing—for busines 

if maybe the President did pro- 
claim those ‘gasless Sundays.’ 

Here in the motoring center of 
the nation, where soon as Little 
Willie gets long pants the family 


as 


puts up a two-car garage, that Sun- | 


on motoring its figured 
nice boom to the show 
biz. The streetcars and buses run 
downtown and even the neighbor- 
hood exhibitors are dropping broad 


day blitz 
would be a 


|hints that it would be a good thing 


for the country if the public con- 
served on gas, particularly now that 
they got so much defense money 
jingling in their pockets. 
That they’ve got something is 
flected in the statistics of the State 
(Continued on page 47) 


London Denies Talk 
That H’wood Will Be 
Propaganda Center 


London, June 10 

Spread of rumor that Hollywood 
would become a production center 
for Ministry of Information propa- 
ganda pix drew Official knifing when 
Board of Trade spokesman in the 
House asserted MOI and other brief- 
ies have never been considered for 
production outside England. 

Word first seeped around with the 
hush-hush visit of Arthur Jarratt to 
Hollywood some months back. Al- 
though understood to be on Govern- 
ment business, the Gaumont-British 
exec’s visit was never fully ex- 


plained. Idea received further play 
recently when a couple of filmites 
here stated they were Hoilywood- 


bound to go into propaganda shorts 
Names of David Selznick and Valerie 
were tied in with 


Hobson one of 


them 


+ 


| The most violent upheaval in 
| Equity since the legit actors asso- 
formed followed last 
(6) election. Yesterday 
(Tuesday) saw Peggy Wood and 
Florence Reed, both vice-presidents, 
and eight members of the Equity 
council handing in their resigna- 
tions. Councilors, all active in 
Equity’s affairs, who also resigned 
are Alfred Kappeler, Winifred Leni- 
han, Muriel Kirkland, Lee Baker, 
Claudia Morgan, William David, 
Joseph Vitale and Ben Lackland. 

In letters sent presidént Bert 
Lytell and Equity, they stated there 
| was no longer any place for them 
on the controlling body since they 
represent a seeming minority rather 
than the majority of the member- 
ship. Contending that there are 
now 17 members on the council who 
represent the ‘new order,’ that figure 
was arrived at by adding the five 
opposition candidates elected (in- 
cluding two of the regular ticket) 
plus those who previously got on 
the council and were identified as 


ciation was 
Friday’s 


Selznick-Capra 
Look Set to Join 
UA as Partners 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Deal for David O. Selznick and 
Frank Capra to join United Artists, 


as member-owners is likely to be 
concluded this week. Several points 
to be cleared up were discussed at 


a meeting Saturday (7) by Selznick, 


Capra and their attorneys and dis- 
patched to Mary Pickford, Charles 
Chaplin, Alexander Korda and the 
Bank of America, acting for Douglas 
Fairbanks’ estate, for summary. dis- 
position, 


Korda is handling the deal for UA 
which is expected to be closed by 
tomorrow (Wednesday) before Capra 
heads east. Further consideration of 
their demands would postpone final 
action on praqposal until Capra re- 
turns in three weeks, 





Byrne Bites Pluggers 





Bobby Byrne invited all the 
ASCAP publishers to his opening at 
the Pennsylvania hotel Monday 
night (9) but what made this invi- 
tation different was that the bande 
man insisted on picking up all the 
music men’s checks. No publisher or 


contact man was permitted to pay. 
Byrne is not a plug since his outlet 
jis NBC 
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Livingstone, Who Worked Way Back 
As Deckhand, Pictures Nazified Par 





By ABEL GREEN 
Maurice Livingstone, veteran film 


gales executive in Paris for United 
Artists and RKO-Radio, just re- 










his way back on the S. S. Excalibur 
as a seaman swabbing the decks; 
else he’d still be in Lisbon. 


Livingstone, one of the last Amer- 
icans in France to return, leaving the 
former French capital May 1, brings 
back the same tales of Nazified 
Paris, excepting that the populace is 
seething within but can do nothing. 

From a show biz closeup perspec- 
tive, the anomaly is the midnight 
“curfew, with result the niteries are 
booming. That is, Frenchmen don’t 
go out until 11:30 p.m. and stay in 
the cafes until 5 a.m., when the mid- 
night-until-five curfew is lifted. 
P= Germans, of course, whether civilian 
or military, have no restrictions, and 
they, too, make the most of things 
Min their favorite haunts. 


No American films are shown and 
French pix made before 1938 are 
(Continued on page 16) 


QUAKER PRESS AGENT 








Philadelphia, June 10. 

Jim Stanley, former press agent 
for RCA-Victor, is now a member of 
the camp for conscientious objectors 
mea at Patapsco, Md. He is correspond- 
ent for Philly newspapers at the 
camp. 

Stanley is a member of the Quaker 
faith. 





"i Andrews Sisters Defer 





request by Universal Pictures that 
they begin work immediately on the 
filming of a story built around the 
coin machine industry. Story has 
been tentatively titled ‘50 Million 
™ Nickels Can’t Be Wrong.’ Trio has 
§ informed U that they will not start 
work on the film until the fall. 
Meanwhile they are to fill scheduled 
vaude appearances, some of which 
had already been ‘set back because 
of their stay on the Coast. Trio just 
finished ‘Oh Charlie,’ which awaits 
release. 


Girls open at the Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, June 19, then work east 
to June 29 date at Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City. Following that they go 
to theatres in Youngstown and Ak- 
ron, return to Steel Pier; three weeks 
at Ritz Carlton hotel, Boston, open- 
ing July 24; thence, Keith’s theatre, 
- Boston, Earle, Philadélphia, Earle, 
wan Washington, and Hipp, Baltimore, in 
ession, 


~ 





EXACO’S U.S. BONDERS 


Laughton Set by Dietz—Allen to 
Launch Series—Other Stars 








Fred Allen has been set as m.c. for 
the initial 
Wednesday night series which will 
plug the sale of U.S. defense bonds 
and stamps. The first half of Allen’s 
present hour becomes the U. S. 
Treasury’s ballyhoo spot July 2, or 
the week following the comedian’s 
seasonal washup for Texaco, which 
is paying the bill not only for the 
hookup time but all talent excepting 
the name guests. 


Larry Elliott, co-announcer on the 
present Texaco series, will do the 
sales talk for the Government. For 
Allen the July 2 date will be cuffo 
and it is hoped to get Bob Hope, Ed- 
die Cantor and George Jessel, 
among others, to handle subsequent 
mn.c. assignment. 


As for screen celebs for the initial 
program the only one Howard Dietz 
has set so far is Charles Laughton. 


mate to Laughton for this event. 





Liberty’s Joe Schenck Story 

A four-installment story, to be 
published by Liberty starting with 
-the Wednesday (18) issue, will be 
titled the ‘Rise and Fall of Joe 
Schenck.’ 

Alan Hynd, staff scribe for Liberty 
mag, saw the 20th-Fox executive 
while he was in the east recently 
and sibsequently spent a week with 
the film executive at his Coast ranch. 
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turned from abroad after working | 


program of the CBS} 


Carole Lombard is a possible team- | 


v 


‘Nancy Gates, WFAA, Due 
At M-G-M in Hollywood 


Dallas, June 10. 

Nancy Jane Gates, staff singer for 
WFAA since 1938 will leave soon for 
' Hollywood to join Metro-Goldwyn- 
| Mayer Studios. A farewell program 
in her honor was given recently with 
Karl Lambertz and the WFAA or- 
chestra furnishing the music and 
|using song written by  singer’s 
| brother. 
Since last fall Miss Gates has been 
| heard in a series of weekly programs 
over KGKO and WFAA. Her home 
jis at Denton, Texas. 


EXHIB LEADER PANS 
-- SOURPUSS’ STARS 


Columbus, June 7. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We all know the boxoffice is damn 
sick, but I think the straw that 
would break the camel’s back would 
be to lend any encouragement to 








| 


INTO CONSCIENCE CAMP tot ct tim stars around the country | 


to meet their fans, 


More than a dozen of these in- 
dividuals attended the recent Va- 
riety Club Convention at Atlantic 
City and, if they would greet their 
fans in the same sOurpuss manner 
that they did the delegates and the 
people who crowded the boardwalk 
to watch them on parade, the box- 
office would take a further dive to 
something below zero minus. 


I stood opposite one of these 
beauteous damsels at the crap table 
and ... the ‘sourpuss’ gave one of 
those looks that I presume-she used 





On U's Jukebox Picture on her now divorced husband when | 


he returned home after a late re- 


; hearsal ... And this dame, I under- | 
Andrews Sisters have deferred a | 


stand, was paid real dough to at- 
;}tend the convention ... for what I 
jenn know. 


I can also recall that not many 
i|months ago when another of these 
|individuals played one of the local 
| theatres, 
| worrisome week talking the news- 
| papers into keeping quiet her nightly 
|escapades at the various night spots, 

where she left a goodly portion of 
| her salary, keeping them open until 
|the children were on their way to 
| school. 

I hope you'll start a campaign to 
| keep these babies where they right- 
|fully belong—in the studios at 
Hollywood. 

P. J. WOOD, 


| 
| Sec’y, ITO of Ohio. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner 


the manager had a full! 





‘21’ Stage Musical 


Actress Dorothy Hall, Harry Puck 
and Ken Nichois have written a 
musical comedy entitled ‘21,’ and 
partly localed in the 52nd Street cafe 
lof that designation. Owners of the 
|eafe are giving the piece their bless- 
ing and maybe a little of their cash. 
| Meantime, on Sunday (8), Miss 
Hall and Harry Puck gave a reading 
‘of the script in the apartment of 
| Donald Flamm for sonfe prospective 
‘possible backers. 


| 
Rochester-Headed Unit 


Booked for 10 Weeks; 
$6,500 Weekly Plus 7, 


Rochester (Eddie Anderson) al- 
|ready has around 10 weeks of stage 
playing time booked at the head of 
a package unit. Show is being sold 
for $6,500 weekly, plus percentages. 
Plus the colored comic, unit in- 
cludes Dick Stabile’s orch, Gracie 
Barrie (Mrs. Stabile), Walton 
|O’Rourke and two acts to fill. Open 
at the Paramount, Los Angeles, June 
19, then fly east to play the Earle, 
Washington, starting June 27. Phil- 
adelphia, Pittsburgh, Akron, Youngs- 
town, Baltimore, the Steel Pier, At- 
|dantic City; Indianapolis and the 
Strand, N. Y., will be other stops on 
the route set by the Music Corp. of 
America. 











Saroyan to Produce 
New Play He’s Writing 


| San Francisco, June 10. 

' William Saroyan, currently work- 
ing here on the pre-publication of his 
three plays, ‘The Beautiful People,’ 
‘Sweeney in the Trees’ and ‘Across 
the Board on Tomorrow Morning,’ is 
also hatching another play, which, 
ihe states, he will have ready for 
October production. 

He plans putting it on himself, as 
he did with ‘Beautiful People,’ cur- 
;rent at Lyceum, N. Y., when he re- 
turns to Broadway in the fall. 








| 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat’ Pubs 
| Settling with Maestro 


| Out of court settlement is being 
arranged among Xavier Cugat, 
Houghton-Mifflin and Paramount on 
the rhumba maestro’s objection to 
the book, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat’ by 
Elizabeth Scott Rorick, published by 
H-M. Par recently purchased screen 
rights, but final consummation of 
the deal awaits settlement of the 
bandleader’s claim. 

A. O. Dawson, H-M attorney, said 
|Monday (9) settlement might be 
| cleaned up within a week or so. It 
|is understood that $3,500 is the 
| settlement figure now being nego- 
| tiated on. Par came into the pro- 
| ceedings as a sort of mediator to 
speed things up after Cugat refused 





In Series of WB Shorts an intial offer by H-M of $2,500. 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner makes her 
| debut on the screen at Warners in a 
;series of 12 two-reelers, most of 
| which she will do solo. 


| Understood a few of the shorts will 
| have others in the cast. Miss Skin- 
|ner is collaborating with the screen 
| writers, 


Harlan Thompsons West 


Harlan Thompson and his wife, 
Marian Spitzer, return to the Coast 
next weex for the summer. 

Film producer, last at Warners, is 
working on a farce for Broadway 
legit production and Miss Spitzer has 
been doing radio scripts. They plan 
| to return to New York in the fall. 





Pan-Am. Airways Finishes 2d in Try 
To Gag Newsmen at LaGuardia Field 





BERGEN, FIBBER-MOLLY 
SET 3-YEAR RKO DEAL 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Combination of Edgar Bergen and 
| Jim and Marian Jordat. (Fibber Mc- 
|Gee and Molly) signed a deal to 
| make one picture a year for the next 

three years at RKO. Currently the 
trio is working in ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing’ on the same lot. 

| ‘Keep it corny’ is the idea at RKO 
| for Fibber and Molly. Scripters have 
| been advised to avoid writing any- 
‘thing more highbrow than the iii- 
;erary level maintained by the Jor- 
| dans on their radio program. Studio 
execs decided that 25,000,000 corn- 





i fed Americans can’t be wrong. 


7% 
+ 


By GEORGE FROST 


For the second consecutive week 
Pan-American Airways, the only 
|trans - Atlantic carrier operating 
without the stimulus afforded by a 
competitor, tried to put the heat on 
the working press at LaGuardia 
| Field, N. Y., and finished a good sec- 
ond. This week an attempt was made 
to bar newspapermen covering the 
arrival of the Clipper ships from 
| the area in which Passengers me- 
ander through the customs’ inspec- 
tions, 

A minor official, seemingly in- 
toxicated with 39c¢ worth of power, 
decided that the news collectors 
were causing unnecessary conges- 
tions in the eustoms’ room, for one 
| (Continued on page 47) 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





Joe E. Lewis went to the racetrack the other day and came home mutuel- 
ated. ; 

John Powers finally got Broadway Rose a modeling job. She’s posing 
for the cover on the next issue of ‘Cattleman’s Monthly. 

Jay C. Flippen knows a hamola legit actor who has played so many 
tank towns he carries his own water with him. : 

Monte Proser tells me that he just found out why the show, ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ closed. An antique dealer came to the theatre 
and bought the bed that Washington slept in. ; 

There’s a 46th street character who's celebrating a recent promotion. 
He just went from social security to social director. 

When Murray Bernie, the wit, took his physical exam for the draft, he 
told the doctor he couldn’t see very well. The medico replied: Don’t worry 
son, we'll put you up front so you won't miss anything.’ (He is now re- 
hearsing at Camp Upton.) 

: Holly woodiana 

Definition of a fellow who just signed a movie contract: He just sowed 
his R. K. Oats. 

Don Ameche wires me that he knows a Hollywood actress who’s been 
married so many times wedding bells just sound like an alarm clock to her. 

It’s so hot in Hollywood that Metro is shooting the Nelson Eddy picture, 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ in a Frigidaire. 

Eddie Robinson tells me he’s seen ‘The Sea Wolf’ so many times he 
thinks he has water on the knee. ake 

There’s a quickie producer (the one with a studio in his hat) who has 
so many irons in the fire he wants to open up a laundry, 

Music Department 

Do you think B. M. I. songs will bring back Harold Teen slickers? 

Teddy Powell has such a vivid imagination that every time he plays 
‘High On a Windy Hill’ he gets a nosebleed from the altitude. 

Flash! Orson Welles is organizing a band. Editor’s Note: The music 
will probably be ‘Out of This World.’ 

Radio Department : 

Oscar Levant knows a coinceited radio comedian who has his Crossley 
rating tatooed on his chest so that when he goes to the beach, people 
can see how well he’s doing. : ; 

Definition of a radio stooge: A comedian who works with a straight 
man and the straight man gets the comedian’s salary. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor , ' . 

That John Barrymore has sworn off drinking during sleeping hours.... 
That Margie Hart played a benefit for the Teachers-Parents Association 
_...That Jack Durant is jealous of Clark Gable....That “The Watch on 
the Rhine’ is a Bulova, 

Observation Department 

Just found out what bigamy is: Two mothers-in-law. ; : : 

Joe Frisco, who’s still in Florida, wires that he’s training six electric 
eels to do a flash act. : re 

Know a certain hamola who had a date with Peggy Hopkins Joy ce, 
En route to meet her, his car broke down, so he sent her this wire: ‘De- 
layed for a few hours, don’t marry anyone until I get there. " 

Eavesdropped at Coq Rouge: ‘If she married him for his money, she 
earned it.’ : 

Eavesdropped at Ruby Foo’s: ‘She looks like five miles of bad road. 

Eavesdropped at Cafe Society: ‘Him? Why he’s carrying a torch ,for 
an alcohol cure!’ 

My brother (the one with writer’s cramp) has a new job. He puts the 
pinch in Haig & Haig bottles. 

Whatever Became of—————? 


Millership Sisters Three Queens 


Ryan & White . 
Sime Neary & Lovenberg Sisters 


George Youman & ‘Lizzie’ 
The Runaway Four 


Afterpiece 


I think it was very nice of Loew’s 
mount this week. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Wayne Ball. 
Jeffrey Bernerd. 
Joe Breen. 

O. Henry Briggs. 
Dick Condon. 

J. W. Dailey. 
Virginia Dale. 
Mary Daniels. 
Brian Donlevy. 
Gene English. 
Eva Gabor. 

Al Hall. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus. 
Sam Katzman. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Patricia Lee. 

Lou Levy. 

John McGowan. 
J. P. Marquand. 
J0e Moskowitz. 
Jake Milstein. 
James Mulvey. 
Walter Orr. 

Bob Reynolds. 
Lynn Root. 
Jerome Safron. 
Sam Spewack. 
Anna Sten. 
Gloria Swanson. 
Martha Tilton. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Bud Abbott. 

Neil F. Agnew. 
Macdonald Carey. 
Lou Costello. 
Court Courant. 
Everett Crosby. 
Donald Friede. 
Florence George. 
Francis Harmon. 
Morris Helprin. 
Jack Kapp. 

Joe E. Lewis. 
Margaret Lindsay. 
George McCall. 
Fred Meyers. 
John J. O’Connor. 
Marian Spitzer. 
Harlan Thompson. 





SAILING 


June 20 (New York to Buenos 





i 


Aires) Ed Gardner (Brazil). 





State to allow me to play the Para- 


ae nD 


TIBBETT CANCELS 
DATES UNTIL OCT. 


Lawrence Tibbett has cancelled all 
engagements until late fall and will 
summer at his home in Connecticut 
and hunt in Canada. The bari- 
tone was scheduled to make appear- 
ances at the Buenos Aires season, 
but Alexander Sved, Hungarian, im- 
ported by the Met last year to re- 
place the ailing singer, left by plane 
Thursday (5) in his stead. 

Tibbett’s next engagements are 
set with Gaetano Merola’s San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co. in October, where 
he is scheduled to re-create the ttile 
role of Verdi’s ‘Simon Boccanegra’ 
for California. This is generally con- 
sidered his best role. 

It is believed Tibbett decided to 
cance] his summer engagements fol- 
lowing a disappointing reception 
from press and public on his return 
to the Met, and on tour with that 
organization last winter and spring. 
It was stated that the baritone had 
not completely recovered from the 
illness which had stilled his voice 
for nine months, and further rest is 
understood to have been prescribed 
by his physicians. 

Tibbett, at 45, is generally cone 
sidered to be the greatest male vocal- 
ist America has ever produced. 








Lynn Fontanne’s Poem 
Reading for Brit. Relief 


Madison, Wisc., June 10. 

Local branch of the British War 
Relief Society has announced a read- 
ing by Lynn Fontanne of ‘The White 
Cliffs of Dover,’ poem written by 
Alice Duer Miller, on July 12 at the 
Memorial Union Theatre. 

Alfred Lunt will also appear on 
the special benefit program. 


JESSEL READYING MUSICAL 


Hollywood, June 10. 
George Jessel is here for 10 days 
to work on the new musical he puts 





into rehearsal in New York Aug. 1. - 


Sophie Tucker 
femme lead. 


will have the 








aint ines celine 
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Morris, Selznick and MCA Agencies 


Suddenly Hot 


Three of the country’s major tal- 
ent agencies are suddenly evincing 
great interest in the literati field. 
All are enlarging or strengthening 
their divisions to handle sales of 
manuscripts for book and magazine 
publication. 

William Morris office took the ini- 
tiative several months ago when it 
brought Het Manheim from the 
Coast to New York to head the pub- 
lishing end. He also handles the 
eastern contacts on sales of story 
properties to films. 

Myron Selznick on Monday (9) 
added Horace Kelland, son of Clar- 
ence Budington Kelland, to the New 
York staff, in charge of a literati 
division exclusively. Selznick agency 
has never before had a department 
handling authors’ representation for 
book and mag publishers. Kelland 
will work under Miriam Howell, 
who was recently named head of the 
New York office, which had been 
almost defunct. Miss Howell will 
continue to take charge of film sales, 
as well as radio and talent on the 
eastern end. Kelland was formerly 
an associate editor of American 
magazine. 

Music Corp. of America has taken 





no active steps yet to build up its | 
literary division except to put out) 
Com- | 


feelers for a man to head it. 
pany is understood to have made an 


advance to the eastern story editor 
of a major film company for the 
post MCA has had a literati de- 


partment in operation for some time 

under Martin Jurow, but he has spe- 

cialized in the picture-sale angle. 
Myron Sleznick, who was east for 


several months supervising the in- 
creased activity of the Manhattan 
branch, returned to the Coast about | 


10 days ago. 
in charge of the agency’s literati de- 
partment on the Coast, planes west 


today (Wednesday) after a couple 
weeks in New York renewing con- 
tacts. Joe Graham, of the Coast 


radio department, who. has been in 
New York for the past three months, 
returned last week and was replaced 


by Bob Longnecker, also from the 
Coast radio division. Longnecker 
plans to remain in New York all 
summer. 


PAUL LUKAS SUED 
ON 4G LOAN CLAIM 


Benjamin Blumenthal, 
the Theatrical Industry Co., Ltd. 
Hungary, filed a $3,922 suit in N. Y. 
supreme court Friday (6), against 
legit and film actor Paul Lukas. 
Action seeks recovery of 
claims to have been loaned to the 
actor in 1934 and 1935. 

Amount sought is about $3,922, as 
translated from the Hungarian 
kronen. 








Henigson East to Greet 
Capt. Roosevelt in N.Y. 


Hollywood, June 10 
a stopover in Chicago for 
on Mills Soundies’ activitie 
Henry Henigson, late general man- 
ager for James Roosevelt’s Globe 
Productions, continues on to New 
York to discuss details with Capt. 
Roosevelt, due in N. Y. 
by clipper late this week. 

Following his official report to the 
President on his world-girdling mis- 
sion, Capt. Roosevelt is returning to 
the Coast by the middle of next 
week. He left here April 17 shortly 
after his marriage as an official gov- 
ernment observer in war zones. 


After 
report 


a 





Downey Signs Negrette 


Before actor George Negrette 
shoved off for Mexico City recently 
(30) to make a picture there for 
four weeks, he signed a managerial 
contract with Wally Downey, re- 





patriated American, long a resident 
of Rio de Janeiro. 

Downey is lining up Latin-Ameri- 
Can talent under his wing. 


Donald Friede, who is | 


from Lisbon! 


on Literati Depts. 


+ 
— 





Gertie in Strawhat 


Bostoh, June 10. 
| . Gertrude Lawrence is now def- 
initely slated to star in ‘Today We 
Live,’ by John Van Druten, during 
week of Aug. 18 at Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass., co-starring with Philip 
Merivale. Miss Lawrence's husband, 
Richard Aldrich, operates the Play- 
house. 
‘Today’ 
heretofore 
Lawrence played it in London (1932) 
; with the late Sir Gerald DuMaurier. 


Nothing Tangible in Film 
Industry at the Moment 
For James J. Walker: 


New York’s former Mayor, James 
J. Walker, amplifies the recurrent 
rumors about his return to the pic- 
ture business as something which 
;may or may not yet come to pass. 
The idea of his becoming some sort | 
of trade arbiter in exhibitor-distrib- 
utor relations probably stems from 
his pioneer days when he first or- 
ganized the Motion Picture Theatre 





has not been presented 
in America, but Miss 














Owners Ass'n of New York, during | 


|! his Albany, 
legislature. 
Walker was 
current week's 


N. Y., days in the state 
It was for that reason 
invited to attend 
MPTOA convention 


in Hollywood but he turned it down | 
present | 

better | 
how to cope with current eieae 


that 
know 


the frank premise 
exhibitor leaders 


on 
day 


than does he. 

During Walker’s stay on the Coast 
|; some weeks ago, he heard conversa- 
tion on all sides, especially during | 
the period that Joe Breen was ready- 
ing to depart from the Hays office | 
as production code administrator. 

George Jessel, his personal avy 
also got RKO interested in a film 
biog on Walker’s life but after 
Coast agent took it upon himself to 
hawk the idea around to the other 
studios, Walker decided that eventu- 
ally he would do a book himself, 
called the whole thing off. 

Right now, says the ex-Mayor 
N. Y., he is busy as trade arbiter of 
the garment industry, and he has 
his hands full, which was another 
rea for not being able to accept 
the exhibs’ invitation for a trip west. 


ELLA FITZGERALD INTO 
ABBOTT-COSTELLO FILM 


of 


son 


assignee of | 
of | 


monies | 


Ella Fitzgerald has been signed by 
Universal Pictures for a part in the 
Abbott and Costello film, ‘Ride ’Em 
| Cowboy,’ which goes into produc- 
ition June 30. Singer’s band will not 
be used, but will probably locate for 


the four weeks in a Los Angeles 
a booking that is now being 
ated. Singer will then be able 
to work with the band each evening 
Deal calls fe Miss Fitzgerald 
ll an acting role addition to sing 
g She'll be cast aS a maida 


General Billy Mitchell 

‘ ~ a 
May Now Be Film-Bioged 
With the growing realization of 
the importance of a strong air force 
to any nation’s military machine, 
two film companies have become in- 
terested in doing a celluloid biog 
of General William ‘Billy’ Mitchell. 
Mitchell was court-martiaied out of 


| persistent claims in articles and in- 
iterviews that the War Dept. was not 
to avia- 


| giving sufficient attention 
tion. He advocated creation of an 


the | 


one | 


and | 


the army some 15 years ago for his | 


VIA BROADCASTS 





By NBC Eagerly Awaited | 


garhumbaing Ballyhooed 
Via U.S. Ethercasting 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, June 10. 
Possible regular short-waving of | 
U. S. danceband programs to South 


by NBC, is being eagerly awaited 
here not only by local swing fans 
| but by music industry generally an nd | 
even by American officials 
agree with Variety editorial of some 
time ago that it may be as effective 





; ; 
j}yet devised. Swingsters and music 


biz execs as well as players are par- 
'ticularly hepped up on the idea, 
| pointing out that if regular pro- 
grams—hearable at a specified hour 
on easily tunable stations—are shot 


jhere it will do much to speed up 


the whole S. A. field of popular 
rhythm. 

Aside from the local tangos, it’s 
| explained, everything else including 


the conga, rhumba and samba comes 


(Continued on page 46) 





Leslie Howard To 
Direct-Star Anglo 
Pic on the Spitfire 





| 





London, May 22. 
The George King-John Stafford 
production, ‘First of the Few,’ will 
have Leslie Howard both directing 
and handling the star role. Film is 
around the life of the creator of the 
Spitfire plane. Howard has just 


completed a similar dual assignment 


!for British National Films. ‘First of 
the Few’ is expected to roll at Den- 
1am studios in about five weeks. 
General Films will distribute. David 
Niven had been talked of for the 
star part in the event Howard 
turned it down. 

Title switch on the John Corfieid 


‘He Found 
(Continued on page 47) 


production has a Star’ 


PAN-ANE RIGANISM 


a DX goodwill builder as anything | 
|} estate in Mount Vernon, N.Y., 


| 
| 
| 





+ 


Possible Shortwaving of Pro-| 
grams to South America | 


—Not Only Jive But Con- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Argentine Mag ‘Suspects U.S. Zeal 
On Pan-Americanism, Links Yankee 
Films-Radio-Press to Biz ‘Scheme 


+ 
v 





That Queers It 





Hollywood, June 10. 

Hookup between Howard 
Hughes and Leo McCarey for the 
production of ‘Queer People,’ a 
tale of Hollywood foibles, is all 
washed up. 

McCarey has’ worked for 
weeks on the story, but casting 
arguments with Hughes broke 
off their association. 








H. M. Warner Converting 


- | 
America, a move reported under way 


who | 


Westchester Estate Into 
| $2,500,000 D Realty Project 


On the heels of Adolph Zukor de- 


| ciding to convert his New City, N.-Y., 
| estate (745 acres) into a realty de- 


|also become a 
| homes development. 
| of 


|; ner 


the Harry M. Warner 
will 
$2,500,000 garden 
It will consist 
60 two-and-three-story homes 
patterned after the historic Williams- | 
burg, Va., structures as recently re- 
built by the Rockefellers. 

While the Warner estate covers 20 
acres, only 25% will 
the actual new 
balance will be 
scaping, recreational 
lands and setbacks. 
necessary re-zoning has been made 
to the Westchester County common 
counsel at Mt. Vernon. 

H. M. Warner, president of War- 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., has been 


velopment, 


The 
Jand - 
park 


building. 
devoted to 
areas, 


' making his home on the Coast. 


| Most 


In the same Westchester sector 
quite a few film executives lately 
have established permanent homes. 


recent, was Barney Balaban, 


| who bought a waterfront showplace, 


on Brevoort Lane on 
Greenhaven, at Rye, N. Y. Main 
house numbers 20 rooms. 

WB sales chief Grad Sears and his 
aide, Carl Leserman, are among re- 
cent home-owners in the Harrison 
and Rye, N. Y. sector; also Arthur 
Lee, former head of Gaumont- Brit- 
ish of America. George Skouras had 
two homes in Westchester, one’ of 
them (on Long Island Sound) re- 
cently razed by fire. Spyros Skouras 
is another Westchester home-owner. 


WB Pare Sutheslant 


June 10. 
and War 
direct- 


The Anchorage, 


Hollywood, 

A. Edward Sutherland 
ners got together on a term 
ing contract. 

Pilot checked in at the 
eral Weeks ago to handle 
Are Not Enough,’ 
deai with options. 


tudio sev- 
‘Nine Lives 
one-picture 


ona 


Boris Said, Czar's Emissary to U.S. 
AndaB way mpey Man, Dies at 58 


3oris 


201 Is 


est figi 


Said, 58, one of the 
ires on Broadway, died in 
car of a heart attack last Thurs 
(5). He operated the St. James and 
44th Street theatres and participated 
in the backing of a number of pro- 
ductions, but liked to 
wasn't in show business, 
never appeared in the billing of the 
houses. Said was an operator in 
oil, coming here from Russia as a 
representative of the former Czar 
Nicholas. Came the revolution and 
he never returned to his native land. 
Said spent most of his days in of- 


day 


argue 


air arm independent of either the | fices in the Standard Oil building in 


| Army or Navy. 


| Companies who have signified 
their interest in Mitchell are 20th- 
'Fox, which has registered the title, 


‘The Life of Brig. General William 
|Mitchell,’ and Edward Small, who 
registered ‘Major General William 
' Mitchell.’ 


| downtown 
| are 


‘tion proceedings. 


Manhattan. Inside reports 
that his name may crop up as 
go-between for Dr. Carl Reith, Ger- 
man under-cover agent arrested and 
now held at Ellis Island for deporta- 
The Russian is 
supposed to have been the contact 
(Continued on page 24) 


he j 
so his name 





«-|Bing Crosby Dies ae 
Stretch of Phonograph 
Recording for Jack Kapp 


Jack Kapp, president of Decca, re- 
turned to the Coast early this week, 
this time for a month of intensive 
recording with Bing Crosby and 
more than a dozen other Decca disk 
artists, now in and around Holly- 
wood. Crosby, who will only do his 
stuff when the company prez is on 


; the premises, is due for a long vaca- 


tion and, for this reason, passed up 
doing an ‘outside’ picture for 20th- 
Fox. Instead he will wax intensively. 

Kapp figures on some 200 pressings 
all told, from the sundry artists, or 
about twice the normal summer ses- 
sion, 





be utilized for | 


A request for | 





| 


|letter to Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 


Buenos Aires, June 10. 
With the statement that ‘we chas- 
tise you because we like you,’ Sin- 
tonia, Argentina’s leading film and 
radio magazine, double-pages an open 
now 


j}touring South America as a good- 
neighbor envoy, warning that the 


| 


CBS 


| press, 


current U.S. ‘Goodwill Drive,’ es- 
pecially via films, radio and the 
‘has taken on the character- 


|istics of a spiritual blitzkrieg pre- 
|pared in the arsenals of Yanqui ad- 


| 





vertising.’ 

Magazine, which is consistently 
| friendly toward the U.S. but doesn’t 
| hesitate to pull its punches when it 
believes it’s right, adds that there’s 
more than a suspicion of ‘business 
behind cooperation talk’ and that it’s 
a danger to Argentine. 

“When the Yanqui cine makes good 
pictures of Argentine locales and at- 
mosphere with Argentine themes and 
actors you legitimately demonstrate 
your true love of Argentina,’ the 
magazine says, ‘but you strike a tell- 
ing blow at the Argentine cinema.’ 
It further states: 

‘When the shortwave programs of 
and NBC are in the hands of 
| Argentine experts instead of being 

(Continued on page 47) 


SHEARER CLICKS IN 
MONT'L LOAN TALKS 


Montreal, June 10. 

Making personal appearances here 
Wednesday (4) Norma Shearer cole 
lected a crowd estimated at 75,000, 
biggest since the Royal visit in 1939, 
at a west end park where she spoke 
in support of the Canadian Victory 
Loan. Flying here from California 
she was accompanied by Les Peter- 
son from the Metro studios. Dewey 
Bloom, Metro Canadian representa- 
tive, met her in Montreal. 

Miss Shearer made a special hit by 
conversing with the French language 
newspapermen in fluent French 
though her address was in English. 


| 
| 
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Emergency Calls for Entertainment 
In Coast Camps Get Quick Response 
From H'wood; Agents Routing Units 











Hollywood, June 10. 
By air, railroad, bus and private 


"Lean Pickings for Extras 





Bell Tolls’ for Wood 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Sam Wood draws the director as- 
signment on Paramount's screening 
of Ernest Hemingway's best-seller, 
‘For Whom the Bel! Tolls,’ starting 
work as soon as he finishes ‘Kings 
Row’ at Warners. 

Following the Hemingway yarn, 
Wood is slated to produce and direct 
‘Miss Susie Slagle’s’ on the Para- 
mount lot. 








Authors League’s Support to SWG, : 
When and If, of Problematic Value 








| ° e Authors League of America and 

2 Studios Calied Pirates |its various groups will actively sup- 
‘port the affiliate Screen Writers 
Guild in any battle with the Holly- 
wood producers, the organization de- 
cided last week. League council, in- 
Louise | cluding representatives from the 
Guild, Dramatists 





Los Angeles, June 10. 
Myrtle Louise Stonesife, writer, 
| known professionally as 


' 


Guild 


motor, the players of the film indus- 
try are invading the Army camps 
of California, as result of urgent ap- 


| Hollywood, June 10. 
| May jobs for extras in the film 
|industry did a parachute jump, in 


peals from the War Dept. to enter- | .omparison with other months. Total 
tain the young soldiers in training | placements for the month were o- 
for the National Defense program. | proximately 16,000, as compare 

| wi i 33,438 in | 
First of the emergency amusement on ae in May 1940, or 

| , b | 
ae wes: from Comp Beherss, ad Total earnings, based on an aver-, 
Miguel, Cal., Cunday, resulting in a age of $11 a day, were about $175,000, | 
hurried outpouring of talent from | compared with $384,785 in April, and | 
all possible angles of the show busi- | $236,084 last May. | 
ness. | 


Jane Withers, Buds Peover, ‘in| FOX-WEST COAST'S TABU 
ogan, ed § : 1 an 

Hardy, Marta Farrell, Virginia) QN BICYCLING PRINTS 
Harmonica Rascals and an orches- 


tra. From San Francisco came 
Jimmy Durante. 


General plan to entertain the boys 
in uniform was adopted by the Art- 
ists Managers Guild at a meeting to 
round up the amusement forces of 
the film industry. Committee for 
that purpose is headed by Charles 
K. Feldman, as chairman, with Abe 
Lastfogel and Bert Allenberg as as- 
sociates. Details of the organization lh 
are being handled by William Dover, | 
who is devoting full time while re- 
taining his berth with the Feldman- | 
Blum agency. 

* Sunday (15) Show 








Los Angeles, June 10. 


Fox-West Coast Theatres has 
| served notice on all Los Angeles ex- 
| changes that there will be no more | 
‘tagging’ or bicycling of films in this 
district. Exchanges have been no- 
tified that they must have enough 
prints to supply all bookings in the | 
future. 
Both circuit and independent 
ouses have been kicking about the 
shortage of prints. With the in- 
crease in the number of theatres in 
this district during the last few 
'years, the shortage has become | 
|acute. -Exchange men here declare | 
Following the first talent bombard- | the trouble is due to the New York 
ment at Camp Roberts, another home office methods of operation. 
troupe of blitz-comics swoops down 
on Fort Ord, Monterey, Cal., next 


Sunday (15). | Dropping humorous | Fener Fined, Freed For 
show will be Jack Benny, Claudette | Shi e 
ipping Lewd Records 








Colbert, Ritz Bros., Andrews Sisters, 
Ray Bolger, Tony Martin, Martha 
Raye, Burns and Allen, Dick Powell, 
Joan Blondell, Nicholas Bros., Jane 
Withers, Franklyn D’Amore and 
girls from the film studios, all di- | ments of lewd matter, Dwain Esper, 
rected by Mark Sandrich.” From | former independent film producer, 
that time on, name players who are | was fined $500 and placed on three 
between pictures or available over | years probation by the U. S. Circuit 
weekends will be drafted for a se- , Court. 
ries of two-hour camp shows. {| Case involved the sending of 
Artists Managers Guild donated a ; Phonograph records via Railway 
fund of $5,000 to start the idea in Express to Terre Haute, Ind. Proba- 
operaticn, with the expectation that | tion was granted on twq of three 
the picture studios will turn in sim- | counts in the indictment. 
ilar or greater amounts to cover | 
transportation, musicians’ wages and 
other expenses. Work will be car- 
ried on as an independent division 
of the United Service Organization, 
of which Y. Frank Freeman is chair- 
man in Hollywood and Edward Ar- First starrer for Alberto Villa. 
nold chief of talent. South American actor, under his new 
be Eastern Call | contract with Paramount, is ‘The 
From the eastern sector came a | Gentleman From Buenos Aires,’ a 





Los Angeles, June 10. 
Found guilty of interstate ship- 





~% 
sl 
aes 


Over the Lingual Jumps 


Hollywood, June 10. 


call for headline talent by William | ™usical with an Argentine back- 
Morris, Jr., and Robert Sherwood, | 8Tound. 
» heads of committees along the At- | His original assignment, ‘Hula 


3 lantic seaboard. First to answer the | Honeymoon,’ has been deferred until 
=| summons will be Allan Jones, who | he gets a better grasp of the Yankee 
planed out yesterday (Mon.) to join | lingo. 

the unit at Fort Bragg. 

Radio is going along with pictures 
in building up morale, as far as 
entertainment is concerned. J. Wal- | 
ter Thompson, representing Standard 





THAT’S RIGHT, OTT’S WRONG 


Boston, June 10. 


| of his own production unit. 


PASTERNAK MAY 
TOP 20TH UNIT 
ON U EXIT 


_—_—_— 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Joe Pasternak is negotiating a new 
studio connection, effective after he 
checks off the Universal lot on com- 
pletion of the Deanna Durbin star- 
rer, ‘Almost an Angel.’ Pasternak 
has been with Universal for 16 years 
and has produced all 10 of the Dur- 
bin features. ‘Angel’ winds up in 
about five weeks. : 

Understood he has several offers, 
including one from 20th-Fox as chief 
Parting 
with Universal was amicable. 

Pasternak started with Universal 
five years ago at $300 weekly and 
ran it up to current $3,500. 





DIETRICH’S DEFENSE 


TO FRENCH FILM SUIT 


Marlene Dietrich filed an answer 





in N. Y. federal court Friday (6) to 


a $98,450 suit by Forrester-Parant 
Productions against her. The ac- 
tress denies all charges, which claim 
breach of a contract made Oct. 15, 
1938, to make a film in France for 
the plaintiff, and after interposing a 
separate defense, asks for a dismissal 
of the action. 

Miss Dietrich makes four separate 
statements regarding her failure to 
make the film. First she says the 
picture was to have been made in 
France, not Italy, as plaintiff finally 
suggested. Secondly, it was to start 
shooting no later than Dec. 15, 1939, 
and the Italian film could not have 
gotten under way before February, 
1940. Thirdly, she declares the con- 
tract could be rescinded by ‘force 
majeure,’ which was the present war. 
Lastly, it is claimed, that since the 
actress was in disfavor with the Nazi 
government, to have made a film in 
Italy would have placed her in phy- 
sical danger, if Italy had seen fit to 
turn her over to the German authori- 
ties. 7 

Jack Forrester, American half of 
F-P, is currently in Hollywood. 


Rosalind Russell Award 
Over Selznick Sustained 


Hollywood, June 10. 
A Superior court upheld the de- 
cision of the Arbitration Board in 


|its award favoring Rosalind Russell 
‘over the Myron Selznick Agency. 


Howard, filed suit in U. S. District 
Court for $125,000 against 20th-Fox, 
charging the studio infringed on her 
story, ‘Women Hotel,’ in its picture, 


| Ar 
and Radio Writers Guild, held a 
lengthy meeting at which the issues 
in the SWG-producer dispute were 


‘Hotel for Women.’ Plaintiff asks | Studied. hom support was voted to 
$100,000 damages, plus punitive the scenarists. 
damages of $25,000. Big question mark in the League’s 
Suit for $150,000 against Para-| move is just how concrete or ef- 
mount was filed here by Ben Dol- | fective any such help could be. Ac- 
berg, who charges misappropriation ; cording to certain of the League 
of literary property. Author de-| council members, the most important 
clared the picture, ‘Quarterback,’|help the organization could give 
was lifted from his story, ‘The All-| would be moral support. In case of 
American Boys.’ a SWG strike, the scenarists would 
pal | naturally hope to tie up the supply 
|of all written material to the studios, 
JACK BARRY VETERAN 'Thus, they would try to persuade 
ol ) ‘authors not to sell their novels and 
| short stories for screen adaptation, 
IN PAR, QUITS THE C0. ‘or to accept scripting assignments in 
| Hollywood. Similar moves might be 
| attempted as to dramatists and radio 








Jack Barry, with Paramount in 


New York f ny years, has re | WERERS. 
ew York for many } ; - 
signed and will probably make fu- Granted that authors from the 


ture oy bans, sheet. re vari- i yo Rags De ager go Frc 
ous posts over e years, he was §' Ps a 
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There will be no _ successor to | 
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care of the department he has head- | FEWA T CRIX 
ed several years will be passed | 


around to others now in distribu- | 
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Hollywood, June 10. 


Film critics and a committee rep- 
resenting the Studio Publicity Di- 


Screen Writers Guild At eal "previews giving. the Holy 
° . rood ib y f six t 
Peak With 950 Members eight aes ualiin Des, earever 








possible. 


Hollywood, June 10. | New plan will give the magazine 
> Rie . | correspondents enough time to clear 
Highest membership in the history | their stuff before the pictures are 
of the Screen Writers Guild, 950) chown to the public. 
active and associates in good stand- | 
ing, was registered at a meeting of 


the executive board, covering the ‘Dinner’ Play Claim On 


new entries in the last year. 
Guild was said by the board to be Kaufman, Hart, Et Al 
writer, filed 


in the healthiest condition since its | 
in N. Y. federal 


organization. Heavy majority of the : 7 

membership is up to date on its | Suit Friday (6) 

dues. and many have laid it on the|court against George S. Kaufman, 
line in advance. |Moss Hart, Sam H. Harris, James 


% |Monks, Random House, Inc., and 
Arnold in R-KO'd Role 





Vincent McConnor, 
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Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., seeking 
an injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages against all defendants 
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Brands, has been providing air tal- 
ent in California camps. In addition 
to the regular broadcasts there have 
been appearances of Edgar Bergen, 
Bob Hope, Abbott and Costello and 
other topliners who have hopped in 
for emergency calls. 

Program calls for directors and 
writers in the film industry to build 
original scripts and hand the boys 
in the camps a lot of skits that no- 
body has ever heard before, on stage, 
screen or radio. Seven programs are 
being arranged to be shown first in 
the western camps and subsequently 
booked in to the midwest and east. 


PAR PUTS FIVE PIX 








Hollywood, June 10. 


amount calls for co-starring with 


in addition to his two jobs under the 
old pact, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ and 
“Murder Farm.’ 


When he has finished these two, 
his program cails for co-starrers 
with Bing Crosby in ‘The Road to 
Morocco,’ Jack Benny in ‘We Want 
a Girl Friend’ and Madeleine Car- 
roll in ‘Her Perfect Mate.’ 





ON BOB HOPE’S SLATE 


Bob Hope’s new contract with Par- | 


other top names in three pictures, | 


Mathew Ott, who up to 1938 wrote 
some 70-odd plays for theatres in 
|} small New England towns asked the 
Keith’s Massachusetts Corp. for dam- 
ages for using the title, ‘That’s Right; 
You’re Wrong. Last year RKO 
Radio Pictures produced a film by 
that name starring Kay Kyser. Ott 
in 1919 wrote a play which was at 
first called ‘Alas Poor Yorick,’ which 
was changed later to “That’s Right; 
You’re Wrong.’ 

The Supreme Judicial Court ruled 
that since the public no longer re- 
membered either the plaintiff or the 
play, Ott could neither restrain the 


| use of the title nor recover damages. 


Selznick sued to have the award 
vacated, after arbiters ruled the 
actress was justified in discharging 
Selznick as her agent, contending 
Julian Hazard was not qualified as 
an afbitrator since he handled her 
legal affairs, including her new 
agency deal with Frank Vincent. 


They Have Tem There, Too? 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Edward Dmytryk draws the chore 
of directing ‘The Blonde 
Singapore,’ slated to roll this week 
at Columbia. 
| Jack Fier is producing. 
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Hollywood, June 10. 


Edward Arnold checked in at RKO 
jto play the role originally assigned 
to Thomas Mitchell in ‘Flesh and 
Gold,’ formerly titled ‘The Devil and 
Daniel Webster.’ 

It will take about 10 davs of work 
to refilm the Mitchell 
which were halted by a horse-and- 
| buggy accident which sent him to a 
| hospital. 
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‘Foxes’ Catch Bette 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Bette Davis, recovered from illness 
and production arguments, returned 
to work at the Samuel 
studio to resume the star role in ‘The 
Little Foxes.’ 


Much of the week was devoted to 
wardrobe fittings and rehearsals, 
under direction of William Wyler. 





20TH SCRIBES SET 
Hollywood, June 10. 

20th-Fox assigned four scripters to 
work on three screenplays for late 
summer production, 

Adrian Scott is laboring on ‘Pri- 
vate Confusion,’ Ken Englund on 
‘Double or Nothing’ and Robert 


Pirosh and Joseph Schrank on ‘Song 
of the Islands’ 





sequences | 


Goldwyn | 


j}except the film company, for the 
|alleged plagiarism of his play, ‘The 
{Murder Issue’ in ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner. Warner .Bros. is 
|named defegdant because of the 
|purchase of the screen rights to the 
play, but should the picture be made 
and released, an accounting against 
Warner Bros. is asked. 


Plaintiff claims he and Monks 
| wrote “The Murder Issue’ in 1935 
'and submitted it to Kaufman in 1936, 
|Kaufman and Hart are accused of 
| having written the alleged plagiariz- 
|ing play, Harris of having produced 
| it and Random House of having pub- 
|lished the play. Monks is named a 
| defendant because he refused to join 
| McConnor as a plaintiff. 





Sherman’s Pulitzeriana 





Collection of personal letters of 
Joseph Pulitzer, owned by Al Sher- 
man, Columbia’s short subjects pub- 
| licity chief, may become the basis 
‘for a film biog of the noted pub- 
lisher. 

Sherman owns bales of letters and 
memoranda of Pulitzer, which he 
| acquired from a junk man after the 
| Publisher’s New York World was 


|merged with the New York Tele- 
gram in 1931. 
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‘UAMUST LEARN NEW TRICKS 
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Papers Ready for Signaturing 


ene 


Full accord is understood to have 
been reached in the deal under 
which Paramount acquires the in- 
terest of E. J. Sparks in the Sparks- 
Par circuit in Florida, and papers 


are being prepared for early signing. 
That may occur by the end of the 
week, all details under the transac- 
tion, largest in theatre circles in 
many years, having been ironed out. 

This will probably mean an in- 
stant huddle with Warner Bros. to 
spot its film in Sparks houses which 
shut it all out nearly two years ago 
due to inability to get together on 
terms. Pending the final signatur- 
ing of the Par-Sparks deal, Par has 
not approached WB in any way, pre- 
ferring in all probability, from ob- 
gervation, not to jump any guns, 

However, there is practically no 
likelihood now that the necessary 
signatures and transfer of control 
will suffer an upset since price and 
all the many other stipulations un- 
der the acquisition of .the Sparks 
houses have been agreed upon. Con- 
tract of sale, which has been in 
work for about a week now, will 
= go before the Paramount 

oard for approval at the next 
scheduled directors’ meeting June 
26, unless an earlier session is spe- 
cially held for the purpose. Par is 

aying slightly over $1,300,000 for 

e 40% interest held by Sparks and 
his relatives, this giving Par 90% 
oontrol, while 10% remains outside 
with Sparks’ executives who stay 
with the circuit. 

Among these are Fred Kent, gen- 
eral counsel, and Frank Rogers, gen- 
eral manager of the contract depart- 
ment (buying, booking, etc.), who 
were in New York last week tieing 
together loose ends on the Par the- 
atre buy. They left for Jacksonville 
Sunday (8), but will return Friday 
(13). Sparks may also come up 
then. 

Leonard H. Goldenson, in charge 
of all Par theatre operations, returns 
the same date from Hollywood 
where he is attending the convention 
of the. Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America. He’s flying in. 


RKO Asks Court To 


Sustain Dismissal 
Of Ailing Pommer 








Los Angeles, June 10. 

RKO asked Superior court to up- 
hold its right to discharge Erich 
Pommer, producer, on the ground 
that the contract gives the studio 
the right of dismissal in case of any 
illness lasting more than three 
weeks. Company charges Pommer 
was ill from April 17 to May 20. 


Producer, whose contract runs to 
March 31, 1942, contends the docu- 
ment is still in force. His two pro- 
ductions, ‘Weekend for Three’ and 
‘Unexpected Uncle,’ have been as- 
signed to others on the lot. 


WELLMAN HEADS USO 





FUND DRIVE IN H’WOOD: 





Hollywood, June 10. 

William Wellman was appointed 
chairman of the United Service Or- 
ganizations drive for contributions in 
the Hollywood film industry. Ap- 
pointment was made by Edward Ar- 
nold, chairman of the Motion Pic- 
tures Permanent Charities Commit- 
tee. 

Purpose of the new committee is 
to raise funds for recreation cen- 
ters at Army and Navy cantonments. 
Other members of the committee are 
Arnold, representing the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild: King Vidor, Screen Di- 
rectors Guild; Ralph Block, Screen 
Writers Guild; Bert Allenberg, Art- 
ists Managers Guild, and Samuel 
Goldwyn, Producers Association. 


To Wind Up Par-Sparks Deal 








I’se A-Mugging 





Hollywood, June 10. 

Special picture for the 20th- 
Fox sales convention in New 
York, opening July 14, is being 
produced under personal super- 
vision of Darry! F. Zanuck, who 
turns actor for the occasion, 
along with William LeBaron, 
Ernst Lubitsch and Mark Hell- 
inger, new producers on the lot. 

Idea is to let the producers tell 
about their plans for the coming 
program. icture also shows 
screen tests and excerpts from 
pictures in production. 


NIX “UNDER AGE’ 
(COL.) IN DET, 
AS ‘IMMORAL 


ee ee 


Detroit, June 10, 

Since putting the ban on ‘Primrose 
Path’ and ‘Strange Cargo’ a year ago 
to provoke a national controversy, 
the police censorship department 
here has looked with kindly eye 
upon the Hollywood product. How- 
ever, censorship again reared its 
head when Lieut. Charles W. Snyder 
refused to pass Golumbia’s ‘Under 
Age.’ 

As on the previous pictures the 
ruling is that the film is ‘basically 


immoral.’ It was the first complete 
rejection in over a year and, as be- 
fore, Police Commissioner Frank 
Eaman has indicated that the ban 


will stick. It was said that cutting 
would not save the film. While the 
censorship applies only to Detroit, 
the practice here has been for other 
groups throughout the State to fol- 
low the recommendation of Snyder. 

Windsor, Ontario, however, works 
contrary and last year the nearby 
Canadian town pulled a big busi- 
ness out of Detroit by advertis- 
ing that the banned pictures were 
playing there. 


Balaban, Zukor, Griffis, 
Heading West Next Week 


Barney Balaban will be in Tor- 
onto Monday (16), returns to New 
York immediately for the annual 
stockholders’ meeting of Paramount 
the next day, and on Wednesday 
(18), under present plans, leaves for 
the Coast in company with other 
Par executives. Adoph Zukor, Stan- 
ton Griffis and possibly Neil F. Ag- 
new are going out with him to look 
at finished product, discuss 1941-42 
plans, selling, etc. Company will be 
ready to screen its first batch of de- 
cree film immediately afterward and 
will probably do so without delay in 
order to get sales machinery rolling. 

Zukor had planned going out in 
advance, leaving Friday (6) but 
cancelled plans in favor of waiting 
for. the others. Agnew, in San An- 
tonio for the Interstate and Texas 
Consolidated theatre convention, fol- 
lowed by several exchange stops, 
returned to N. Y. Monday (9) and 
that night flew to the Coast to screen 
pictures that are ready so that he 
might discuss them at the district 
managers meeting in Canada which 
he will attend, accompanied by Bob 
Gillham. Latter is now on the Coast. 
Agnew does not know now whether 
he will go out again Wednesday (18) 
when the others do. 

Balaban also goes to Canada Mon- 
day (16) for the district sales meeting 
for all of the Dominion to be held 
there that date under the super- 
vision of Del Goodman, recently ap- 
pointed head of all Canadian sales 
as successor to Maurice A. Milligan. 











KELLY DETALS 
O03 POLICES 


Sales Chief, Now Top Execu- 
tive of United Artists, 
Says the Firm Has Enough 
Producers (With Selznick- 
Capra. Counted on) But 
‘More Pictures From Each’ 
Is a Must 


ACTIVE CONTROL 


—_— 





‘United Artists must learn new 
tricks in order to survive,’ vice pres- 
ident Arthur W. Kelly stated Mon- 
day (9) in revealing a number of im- 
portant switches in policy and opera- 
tion of the company. Kelly, who 
two weeks ago succeeded Murray 
Silverstone as operating chief of UA, 
arrived in New York over the week- 
end from two weeks of huddles with 
the owners and producers on the 
Coast. 

Aside from Frank Capra and David 
O. Selznick, with whom UA is now 
negotiating, Kelly said, UA is seek- 
ing no other additional producers. 

“We have changed our aim,’ he de- 
clared. ‘We have enough producers, 
What we need and are arranging is 
to get more pictures from each. It 
would be desirable but it isn’t eco- 

(Continued on page 47) 


18 UA PIX FOR 
41-42 SELLING 


United Artists will have approxi- 
mately 18 pictures for 1941-42 re- 
lease, of which four important ones 
will be issued during the summer, 
says Arthur W. Kelly, operating 
chief. Among the pix will be a re- 
issue of Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Gold 
Rush,’ with a score to be added by 
ng producer, for release next Jan. 

Kelly said that the product lineup 
will prcbably be ready at the end 
of this week and the company may 
begin its twice-postponed series of 
regional sales meetings next week. 
Every effort for speed is being made 
so that salesmen can get out at once 
with contracts and fountain pens. 

Pictures for the summer, Kelly 
said, will be ‘International Lady,’ 
which Edward Small will have fin- 
ished in two weeks and will release 
early in July; ‘Three Cockeyed 
Sailors,’ an English import which 
UA believes to be a sleeper; ‘New 
Wine,’ William Sekely production, 
for release Aug. 8, and ‘Lydia,’ Alex- 
ander Korda’s $1,050,000 deluxer, to 
be released around Labor Day. 

In addition to the new season’s 
product, Kelly emphasized that a 
| number of powerful spring releases, 
| such as ‘That Hamilton Woman,’ will 
just be getting into subsequents dur- 
ing the hot weather. 

Chaplin’s Trio 

Chaplin ‘is bent on 
Kelly said, 
mind. 
though, 








working, 


Foremost is ‘Napoleon,’ al- 
because this may be an in- 


Chaplin has an idea of making a 
drama without appearing in it, UA 
topper stated. If he takes the latter 
course, the picture will definitely be 
for 1941-42 release, Kelly said. 

In scoring ‘Gold Rush,’ originally 


of his own. ‘It will be scored to its 
age,’ Kelly revealed. It will not be 
modern. Instead, the music will be 
added as if it were done in 1925 to 
preserve the original flavor of the 
picture. 

Among the product on which 
Kelly is counting is at least one of 
the two pictures David O. Selznick 
owes the company under his old 
agreement. There will also be two 
or three pictures from Alexander | 
Korda. In addition ‘Strange Victory’ } 
will be delivered as promised on the 
1940-41 contract, but around October. 





and has three stories in | 


opportune time to make such a film, | 


released in 1925, Chaplin has a plan | 
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Studio Unions Threaten Mass 
Suits to Pry Open $3,000,000 





Godfrey Wins His Chair 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Peter Godfrey moved into a full- 
fledged director’s job at RKO on 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ after serving his 
time as an actor and dialog director. 
Tay Garnett, originally slated to 
direct, has shifted into the producer 
berth, owing to the illness of Erich 
Pommer, original producer. Film- 
ing starts June 15, with Anne Shir- 

ley and James Craig in the leads, 


CONG. COSTELLO 
MAY SUCCEED 
JOE BREEN 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Likely successor to Joe Breen as 
the Hays office Production Code Ad- 
ministrator is Congressman John M. 


Costello of the Hollywood district. 
Well liked by picture people he is 
strongly backed by Legion of De- 
cency and Catholic Church leaders. 

Though type of work is new to 
him, it is figured that with the help 
of Breen’s aid, Geoffrey Shurlock, he 
should have little difficulty getting 
into the swing of it in short order. 

Although producers were working 
on Breen to have him continue at the 
Hays office, he is determined to get 
through officially so he can attend 
the RKO convention in New York 
next Monday (16) in an official ca- 
pacity as studio operations head. 

He flew to Chicago Saturday (7) 
to secure his release from Will Hays, 
who is hospitalized there. Breen is 
hopeful his successor will be offi- 
cially chosen this week, so he can 
help break him in. He is eager to 
get started on the RKO job due to 
the scope of its duties and financial 
consideration. 


BIOFF WILL 60 
EAST WILLINGLY’ 


Los Angeles, June 10. 
Willie Bioff posted a bond of $50,- 
000 and promised U. 8. \Commis- 














appear in New York Thursday (12) 
to answer an indictment charging 
jhim with the extortion of $550,000 
from four motion picture companies. 
Jointly indicted is George E. Browne, 
currently at liberty on $20,000 bail. 

Bioff was scheduled for a removal 
hearing June 5, but appeared ahead | 
| of time and stated that he would not 
' offer any opposition to a shift to 
| New York. He declared his inno- 
cence and asserted he would rather 
|face the charges now rather than 
have them dragged out over a period 
of time. 








New 
| (Thursday) 
ment, 


on the federal indict- 


-Lorina in Par’s ‘Purchase’ 








Hollywood, June 10. 

Following hurried color tests, Par- 
amount assigned Zorina to the screen 
_version of ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ play- 
|ing the same role she has in the 
Broadway musical. 

Actress reports at the studio early 
in July. 





sioner David B. Head that he would 


Willie Bioff has been reported in 
York to surrender tomorrow 


Back Pay Jackpot; Hint Compromise 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Business representatives of studio 
unions are recommending that mass 
suits be filed in Federal court in an 
effort to tap the mythical $3,000,000 
back pay jackpot, which they claim 
has accrued under the 40-hour week 
provision of the Wage-Hour act. The 
recommendations were decided upon 
after Merle D, Vincent, chief of the 
hearings and exemption section of 
the Wage-Hour Division, announced 
the classification of 545 types of em- 
ployment in the film industry will 
become effective Monday (16). 

Representatives of the 10 studio lo- 
cals of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees have 
agreed to institute suit in U. S. courts 
in an effort to recover retroactive 
pay for members who are affected. 
The locals have also agreed that if a 
stoppage of work becomes necessary 
in order to enforce their demands 
on the producers, members will be 
instructed to continue work on any 
defense training pictures being pro- 
duced on a non-profit basis for the 
War Department. It is probable, 
however, that a compromise will be 
reached on the jackpot demands. 

Vincent has disclosed that no in- 
spection for retroactive pay will be 
made and that only minor modifica- 
tions are being made in the original 
recommendations of Eldred M. Cock- 
ing on 31 disputed classifications. 
The modifications provide that non- 
working best boys and gaffers are ex- 
empt, but that working gaffers and 
best boys are entitled to the bene- 
fits of the act. It was also held that 
a registered nurse was entitled to 
exemption as a professional em- 
ployee but that practical nurses and 
first aid men were not entitled to ex- 
emption. 

Opposed to Inspection 

In discussing his recommendations 
made to the Division after a hearing 
here and which have been approved 
by General Philip B. Fleming, Vin- 
cent said, ‘I recommend that no for- 
mal inspections be made for the pure 
pose of ascertaining whether restitu- 
tion of wages may or may not be 
due prior to June 16, 1941, subject, 
of course, to the rights of individual 
employees under Section 16 (b) of 
the act.’ 

‘This recommendation is made for 
the following reasons: Many of the 
job classifications involved in the 
bates are peculiar to the motion 
picture industry. Some of them are 
not basically different from crafts- 
men to be found in other industries 
but, nevertheless, have aspects and 
functions which distinguish the du- 
ties involved from the work per- 
formed by such craftsmen in other 
industries. Others are peculiar to 
the moving picture industry alone. 
The rates of pay and hours of work 
which are typical in the foregoing 
job classifications and in the motion 
{picture industry have long been es- 
tablished by collective union Bgree- 
iments and do not in many respects 
| correspond to standard rates found 
| elsewhere.’ 
| Meantime the producers and com- 
pany attorneys have been devoting 
(Continued on page 46) 


MEYERS AND 0’CONNOR 
TO VISIT U STUDIO 


John J. O’Connor, new vice-presi- 
dent and assistant to Nate Blume 
_berg, and Fred Meyers, also named 
last week as eastern sales manager 
for Universal, were hosted at an ine« 
formal party by U home office ex- 
ecutives last Friday at the Astor 
hotel. Blumberg wanted to intro- 
duce the newcomers to New York 
U top officials before leaving for the 
Coast. 

Not known definitety when they 
will make the trip, but expected 
that Meyers and O’Connor will go 
to the Coast within the next 10 days 
ito become similarly acquainted with 
the studio executives. 
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Simplification of RKO's Corporate 
Setup Nears Consummation This Wk. 





Simplification of RKO’s corporate 
setup will near actual consummation 
tomorrow (Thursday) when stock- 
holders of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
vote on the capitalization revamp. 
Actual coin involved in this is 
$8,000,000 or thereabouts, slightly un- 
der the $8,500,000 figure, recently 
estimated as needed to call in B. F. 
Keith bonds and gain possession of 
additional K-A-O preferred shares 
outstanding including the Mike Mee- 
han block. Reorganization and re- 
funding means consolidation of prin- 
cipal theatre subsids for RKO. 

Voting by stockholders tomorrow 
is viewed in Wall Street circles as 
largely a legal formality since bulk 
of stockholdings are in K-A-O and 
RKO management hands. Plan and 
all amendments to certificate of in- 
corporation need a two-thirds vote. 

The $8,000,000 borrowings will be 
employed to call in about $4,450,000 
worth of B. F. Keith bonds plus 
$580,000 worth of Keith Memorial 
bonds. Also a $919,000 obligation of 
Greater N. Y. Vaudeville Theatres 
Corp. will be paid in cash to K-A-O. 
Keith treasury bonds of $1,028,000 
and Keith Memorial bonds of $10,000 
are to be surrendered for cancella- 
tion by those two corporations. Re- 
mainder of total goes for calling in 
K-A-O preferred. 

Tenders for its preferred shares 
will be sought by K-A-O. In this 
way, RKO will bring bulk of out- 
standing K-A-O shares into the 
treasury, saving in annual divvy 
payments and also gaining possession 
of the theatre outfit’s common, bulk 
of which RKO already holds. 

Reorganization plan calls for con- 
solidating Greater N. Y. Vaudeville 
and B. F. Keith, with the consoli- 
dated company to be called B. F. 
Keith Corp. Also calls for ultimate 
resumption of common dividends as 
soon as the preferred K-A-O share 
situation is cleared up. 


BRITISH PIX REACH 
CANADA REGULARLY 


Washington, June 10. 

Business as usual was reported on 
exports of British films to Canada, 
with war conditions apparently hav- 
ing little effect on deliveries from 
the mother country. British nega- 
tives are ‘reaching Canada regularly,’ 
the Department of Commerce was 
informed last week, and English 
films are continuing to rise in popu- 
larity in the Dominion. 

American pix, however, are way 
ahead of the field, with Canada’s 
1,350-plus motion picture theatres 
showing about 90% U‘S. films. 











Four More Defense 
Shorts in Tint at WB 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Four more national defense shorts 
in Technicolor are on the production 
schedule at Warners, following com- 
pletion of ‘The Tanks Are Coming,’ 
now in work. 

Added starters are ‘Battle Wagons 
of the Sea,’ ‘Coast Guard Patrol,’ 
‘Parachute Shock Troops’ and ‘In the 
Army Now.’ 





Edwards in Hossy Set 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Cliff Edwards (Ukulele Ike) signed 
an eight-picture deal to play the 
comic lead in the Charles Starrett- 
Russell Hayden western series for 
the 1941-42 program at Columbia. 
Meanwhile Edwards is assigned to 
work in the remaining Starrett star- 
rers for this season. 








In Training for Braid 


Hollywood, June 10. 
William Holden gets the co-star- 
ring spot with Stirling Hayden in 
*Tomorrow’s Admirals,’ a iale of 
Naval training, at Paramount. 
Filming starts when Holden fin- 
ishes in ‘The Remarkable Andrew.’ 





MORGAN’S ‘ISLAND’ 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Director chore on ‘Mercy Island,’ 
the Armand Schaefer production at 
Republic, goes to William Morgan, 
currently directing ‘Sunset in 
Wyoming.’ 

Schaefer and Morgan leave for 
Key West, Fla. this week to scout 
locations for ‘Island.’ 


+ 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, June 10. 
Jan Clayton signed to player con- 
tract by 20th-Fox. 
Albert Maltz drew scripter ticket 
at Paramount. 


Maureen O’Sullivan contract re- 
newed by Metro. 


Robert Emmett signed to write 
series of westerns at Monogram. 


Lee Bonnell handed new player 
contract by RKO. 


Mary McCall, Jr., inked new pact 
at Metro. 


Gloria Mildred Weiman’s minor 
player contract with Warners filed 
for approval in Superior court. | 

Julie Bishop’s acling option picked 
up by Warners. 

Mary Howard drew player ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Diana Jeanne Schultz signed to an 
acting pact at Warners. 

Ann Burr inked player pact with 
RKO. 

Jack Briggs’ 
newed by RKO. 

Roddy McDowall, British moppet, 
given an option lift by 20th-Fox. 

Conrad Veidt drew new acting 
deal at Metro, 


SASKATCHEWAN 
40 BO. UP 10%, 


Regina, Sask., June 10. 


A pronounced expansion in motion 
picture theatre attendance in Saskat- 
chewan, resulting from war activity, 
was recorded in 1940. The 146 thea- 
tres, two more than in 1939, were 
patronized by 6,064,253’ persons who 
paid $1,577,291 for admission tickets. 
Compared with 1939 there was an in- 
crease of 6.5% in the number of pa- 
trons and 10% in value of receipts. 

Preliminary compilation for all of 
Canada shows that there were in- 
creases of 9% in attendance and 11% 
in receipts in 1940. 


SISK WILL PRODUCE 
‘RANGERS,’ PAR BIGGIE 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Associate producer job on Para- 
mount’s open-air special, ‘The Forest 
Rangers,’ goes to Robert Sisk, who 
recently moved over from RKO. 
Picture is one of the high-budget 
productions on the 1941-42 program. 

Studio is figuring on Madeleine 
Carroll, Paulette Goddard, Stirling 
Hayden, Preston Foster, Robert 
Preston and Lynne Overman in the 
top roles. 


World, N. Y., Goes Almost 
100% Nat’! Defense Pix 


Initial U. S. theatre to make up 
‘its program almost entirely of na- 
tional defense pictures is the World. 
N. Y., which swings into this policy 
June 23. Formerly devoted to French 
language films, the arty sure-seater 
will use about half of its show to de- 
fense subjects, with about 60 minutes 
to documentary picturé on the Sino- 
Japanese war. Only subject not on 
war or preparations for warfare will 
be the first motion picture featuring 
Carmen Amaya, a short. 


On the initial show with the all- 
defense angle stressed, ‘Army in 
Overalls,’ a 9-minute film; ‘Men and 
Ships,’ a 21-minute picture; and ‘Bits 
and Pieces,’ a 12-minute short, will 
be included. 

The first 16-millimeter feature in 
Kodachrome color, ‘Kukan,’ shows 
typical scenes in war-torn China. 
Ray Scott, newspaperman and cam- 
erman, made the subject while in the 
Orient recently. All the defense films 
are being supplied by the Govern- 
ment or military service cameramen. 
The Carmen Amaya short was pro- 
duced by Arthur S2nchez at the Fox 
Movietone Studio, New York. It’s 
strictly devoted to the gypsy flam- 
enco dancing of this pop artist. 


player option re- 























B.O. Very Chop-Chop 


Philadelphia, June 10. 

Philly exhibs may be having 
the crying towels out because of 
lousy biz—but there’s cne branch 
of the industry that’s having a 
boom season. 

Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, chairman 
of the State Board of Censors, 
announced that the body has re- 
viewed 12 Chinese films since the 
first of the year—more than 
double the number of this type 
product ogled in all of the 1939- 
40 season. 

The films are shown in a hall 
in Chinatown by the operator of 
a chop suey restaurant. Every 
pic plays to standees. 


US $1,759,334 
NET EARNINGS 
FOR 6 MOS. 


With net profits for the quarter 
ending May 3 figured at nearly $1,- 
056,000, Universal Monday (9) re- 
ported consolidated earnings for the 
first half of the current fiscal year at 
$1,759,334, after all charges but be- 
fore Federal income and_ excess 
profits taxes, This compares with 
$1,173,002 in the 26 weeks ended 
April.27, 1940, the coresponding six- 
month period in the preceding fiscal 
year. However, the company made 
provision of $208,000 as special amor - 
tization reserve in that period, while 
no such reserve was deemed neces- 
sary this year. 


The profit for the second quarter 
marks the first time in Universal 
history that the company’s quarterly 
earnings had reached the $1,000,000 
mark, according to J. Cheever Cow- 
din, board chairman. 

With the deduction of $390,000 to 
cover current normal Federal in- 
come taxes for the first six months, 
Universal earnings totalled $1,369,- 
334, about in line with expectations. 
Cowdin explained that it is imposs- 
ible to estimate what the excess 
profits tax will amount to until the 
year’s profits are known, and hence 
no provision has been made for this 
tax. 

Included in the first half profits 
are revenues blocked in Great 
Britain to the amount of $188,950, 
computed at the present official rate 
of exchange. 


Universal Annual Earnings 














1930-40 
Net profit except as noted: 
(+) deficit 
BE 5:5 aaa Soe OU erase +$2,047,821 
UN a Deri s Sa ON ook roe ae 615,786 
+ A Sie Og wenn ac + 1,250,283 
BEY en att ae. Soe + 1,062,216 
re ee ee 238,792 
Rc itate paths Uae ies State + 677,186 
a een ee eee + 1,988,524 
BEA ots wis se aalcd veka + 1,084,999 
vet ess sae wee eG t 591,178 
ME Ne ore n ceaniea wean 1,153,321 
WE Paine wad ea ees esa ee 2,390,772 
(By Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$460,631 $920,370 $780,803 $228,968 

(1941 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 


Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
rus. FOO SLOSE S50 6006565. ccvcese 


(Fiscal year ends approximately 
on Oct. 30 or Oct. 31.) 


P. F. ROSIAN UPPED TO 





Cincinnati, June 10. 
Peter F. Rosian, branch manager 
for Universal here since April last 
year, was advanced this week to 
position of manager for this district 
covering Indianapolis, Oklahoma 
City and Dallas as well as Cincy 
area. He will headquarter here. 
Rosian formerly was in Cleveland 
for U. No successor named to suc- 
ceed him as Cincy branch manager. 
W. A. Scully, Universal domestic 
sales chief, left for the Coast Sun- 
day (8) night and will likely an- 
nounce any new appointments from 
Los Angeles. 


HARWIN’S CIPHER PIC 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Dixon Harwin closed a deal to 
produce ‘The Deadly Game’ for 
Monogram, with Barney Sarecky as 
associate producer. 








Story, dealing with the FBI 
cipher bureau, is slated to roll 
June 23. 


U MIDWEST DISTRICT 





Buck’s Casting the Army 


By BILL HALLIGAN 











Riverside, Cal., June 10. 


Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Duffy Square, New York. 


Dear Happy: 

This is Sergeant Buck coming to 
you from station U. S. A. and they 
is no if ands or butts about same 
as I is now in the good old Army as 
a Recreation Director so dig up 
some old bits you usted to do in 
those tabs down south as I is as out 
of ideas as a radio script writer. 
We is located at Camp Haan with 
30,000 fellahs who wishted they had 
gone to West Point when they was 
kids. I has got 20 fellahs that were 
in the show business and they is all 
Belascos to here them tell same, but 
I never saw them before in my life 
so they ought to be good. 


I am putting on a show this Fri- 
day night and Joe Whitehead and 
Franklyn Ardell are coming up to 
knock them for a gool. Skins Mil- 
ler and Buck Mack are massaging 
there Syracuse veins and brushing 
up their old act but they burned up 
when I ast them to do two dames in 
the show. Jimmy Carson and Abe 
Reynolds come up and they did a 
bit on Hitler that had the general 
laughing for the first time since he 
hit camp. 

We is on field rations now and 
most of us is on a diet. I took off 
40 pounds which reminds me of the 
dame who went from 220 down to 
110, coffin and all. 


Thoughtful 


We go over to Palm Springs on 
Sunday but we take off the uniform 
as we do not want to embarrass the 
English actors who are down there 
resting after a tough season in the 
movies. We go into Riverside and 
San Berdoo but all the lugs at 
March field has the cream of the 
crop as a dame goes for those wings 
on the uniform like a moth goes for 
an Earl Benham suit. But I is do- 
ing all right with a certain party 
what works at a drive-in over in 
Redlands but eating all them ham- 
burgers has me broke and brittle. 


I am a chauffeur for the Major 
between shows and we _ stopped 
there for a cup of coffee the other 
day and his nobs was amazed at my 
reception. I told him about a cou- 
ple of gals from home who are in 
Pasadena going to school at a dress- 
makers college sew we drove over 
there and the Maj waited outside 
while I went in and had a 10-min- 
ute gabfest with both of them. 
Shows you what a Democratic Army 
this is. I went over to the Maj’s 
house at the camp this morning and 
cut the lawn for his missus so I am 
in stronger than a lifesaver with a 
dowager. 

I has my own car at the camp as 
the finance company can’t take a 
jalopy away from a soldier and I 
had just made the first payment 
when Washington sent out the S.O:S. 
for me. That’s the first brake I got. 
The Major géts my gas free for me 
sew I am in seventh heaven. 

Felix Adler just called me up and 
he says he has all of Harry Bulger’s 
patter songs so I am going to brush 
up on the pipes and show up some 
of these amatchers on our next show 


time as we had to bar rolling them 
on the blanket. I can pick out a 
pad roller as far as a country boy 
can throw a apple. If you can 
sneak me in a pair of missouts send 
them with some cigars. That $21 
we get every month don’t last long 
with Mazie. 
Your Pal, 


Buck. 


Is There a Dr. in House? 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 

One of those men-in-white pictures 
was playing the subsequent run 
State theatre, downtown, and James 
Booth, a 25-year-old newsboy, 
walked up to the boxoffice and 
smashed his fist through the window. 
Arrested by Ray Wheeler, manager, 
Booth told the court: ‘I just don’t 
like hospital movies, that’s all.’ 

He was sentenced to 60 days in the 


county jail on a charge of disorderly 
conduct, 











night. We has a couple of swell 
|}crapgames and some of the boys | 
must have been practising a long 


Mandatory 15-Min. Intermissions 
Hoped to Kayo Dualing g in Illinois 


Chicago, June 10. 


Allied and independent theatre 
owners of Illinois are once more 
looking for the rainbow for the 
elimination of double features, and 
see their rainbow in another bill up 
before the Legislature which would 
make it mandatory upon all shows 
which run more than 135 consecu- 
tive minutes to insert a full 15-min- 
ute intermission every hour after 
the first two hours and 15 minutes. 

Such a bill was passed two years 
ago by both the House and Senate 
of the Illinois legislature but that 
bill was killed by veto by the late 
Gov. Henry Horner who ruled it un- 
constitutional. Now the head of the 
state is Gov. Dwight Green and once 
more the legislature has an oppor- 
tunity to pass a similar bill. 


Basis of the bill is that it is inimi- 
cal to public health to give custo- 
mers a show which runs more than 
two hours and 15 minutes, and the 
bill would make it mandatory that 
amusement places which run more 
than that must give the audience a 
rest period. 

This would just about automati- 
cally rule out double-features, since 
the mandatory intermissions would 
probably fall in the middle of pic- 
tures and cut up the action in such 
a way as to make such intermissions 
incompatible with double features, 


It is surmised that the major cir- 
cuits of Illinois, particularly Bala- 
ban & Katz, oppose such legislation. 
B. & K. has been the leader in the 
double bill parade and has steadily 
refused to revert to single features. 


Par Stockholders 
Next Tuesday Will 
Vote on 16 Directors 


Annual Paramount stockholders 
mecting, scheduled for next Tuesday 
(16), will elect 16 directors for a 
term of one year each. Proxy state- 
ment to shareholders several weeks 
ago reveals that the aggregate re- 
muneration paid or accrued by the 
corporation and all its subsidiaries to 
directors and officers of the com- 
pany in all capacities amounted to 
$981,286 in Par’s fiscal year ending 
last Jan. 4. 


Directors up for election are Neil 
F. Agnew, Barney Balaban, Stephen 
Callaghan, Y. Frank Freeman, Har- 
very D. Gibson, A. Conger Good- 
year, Stanton Griffis, Duncan G. 
Harris, John D. Hertz, John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Austin C. Keough, Earl I. 
McClintock. Maurice Newton, E. V. 
Richards, Edwin L. Weisl, Adolph 
| Zukor. 


List of shares owned by these di- 
rectors coming up for election, as of 
April 30 this year, reveals that 
Griffis, Gibson and Callaghan are 
heaviest stockholders or have the 
biggest stakes in the company 
through holding company deben- 
tures. Griffis owns 7,500 shares of 
common, and also owns as trustee 
under several trusts 1,000 shares of 
second preferred and 23,500 shares 
of common. He also has contingent 
beneficial remainder interests with 
respect to the 1,000 shares of second 
preferred and 12,000 shares of com- 
mon so held in trust, as well as 
vested beneficial remainder interests 
with respect to 10,000 of the shares 
of common so held in trust. Gibson 
owns no securites beneficially, but 
is chairman of the board of Manu- 
|facturers Trust, which owns 5,710 
| shares of first preferred and $3,392,- 
800 principal amount of 3%% con- 
vertible debentures. 

Callaghan was named one of the 
16 directors for the reorganized cor- 
poration in 1935 at the suggestion of 
Allied Owners Corp., which now 
owns beneficially 9,900 shares of first 
preferred and $250,000 principal 
amount of 3%% convertible deben- 
tures. 


Belita Out of Bounds 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Belita, English blade star, skated 
off the rink in ‘Ice-Capades’ at Re- 
public when Dorothy Lewis, Ameri- 
can ice pro, was given higher bill- 
ing. 

Studio dropped Belita’s specialty 
from the program and is going along 
with Miss Lewis in the top skating 
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MPTOA VS. ASCAP—AGAIN 





Insurance Firm ‘Embarrassed By NY. 
Theatre Tenant Showing Nazi Pix 


TINT BATH FOR EIGHT 





‘Our faces are awfully red, but 
there’s nothing we can do about it,’ 
W. L. Selover, of the Mutual Life 
Insurance Co., N. Y., declared last 
week following the revelation that 
his eompany is the owner of the 96th 
St. theatre, home of Nazi propaganda 
pictures in Manhattan. ‘Sieg im 
Westen,” made by the German 


Army’s High Command, is the cur- 
rent tenant at the house.. 


Insurance company leased the the- 
atre on Sept. 1, 1939, to its present 
operators, Walter Bibo and Willie 
Mansbacher. Nothing can be done to 
break the lease, Selover explained, 
before Aug. 31, 1942, when a 60-day 
cancellation clause becomes opera- 
tive. 

Paradox of the situation is the fact 
that Lewis W. Douglas, former di- 
rector of the U.S. Budget, who is 
president of Mutual Insurance, is 
also national policy chairman of the 
Committee to Defend America by 
Aiding the Allies, leading interven- 
tionist group in the US. 


Mutual made an_ unusually 
thorough investigation of its pros- 

ctive tenants before signing the 
ease, but apparently to no avail. 
Hawkshaw who looked up Bibo, then 
in the film distributing business, re- 
ported back that he handled Spanish 
and Austrian films and ‘will have 








nothing to do with German films— | 


the Austrian films he acquired be- 
fore the Nazi occupation of Austria.’ 

Bibo, acording to Mutual’s 
a@ year. 


the Amropa Film Exchange and prez 


| where it opens today (Wed.) at in- 
report, | creased admissions. 
was a Jewish refugee from Germany, | Loew operator, 
about 33, single and in the U.S. about! film from U. 
It was said that for 10 | to ever play the Criterion in its five 
months or so he had been owner of! years of existence. 


and owner of the Atlas Film Ex-'! 
change. His credit standing was high 


and he ‘gave the impression of pri- 
vate means.’ 


Mansbacher was said to be a 


refugee also, about 33, married and | 


in the U.S. about 18 months. He 
lived in Hoboken where he had a 
50% interest in the Europa theatre. 


| year, 


He was also ‘believed to own a 50% | 


interest in three theatres in Ger- 
many.’ 

Although Bibo and Mansbacher 
assigned their lease to the Resi The- 
atre Corp. they remain personally 
responsible. Pact called for an ann- 
ual rental of $2,400 until Sept. 1, 
1940; $3,000 from Sept. 1, 1940, to 
Aug. 31, 1942, and $3,600 a year 
thereafter. 





N. Y. Can’t Kayo It 
Albany, June 10. 

The answer of Irwin Esmond, di- 

rector of the motion picture division, 

State Education Dept., to the claim 

of Richard R. Rollins, of N. Y. City, 

that the Nazi propaganda 


!U for 


| season 
| Roxy 


PICTURES AT 20TH-FOX 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Tinters get a bigger play at 20th- 
Fox this year, with four Technicolor 
features completed and four more 
coming up. Record up to last year 
was a tie between 20th and Para- 
mount, with six each. 

Color pictures finished thus far on 
the Westwood lot are “That Night in 
Rio,’ ‘Blood and Sand,’ ‘Moon Over 
Miami’ and ‘Belle Starr.’ Others on 
the schedule are ‘Weekend In 
Havana,’ ‘My Gal Sal,’ ‘Sioux City’ 
and one other. 


U SELLS ‘NAVY 
AWAY FROM 
ROXY, N.Y. 


Universal showed ‘In the Navy’ 
(Abbott and Costello) to the Roxy, 
N. Y., for first-run booking in New 
York, but before giving the theatre 
a chance to negotiate on it, turned 














around and sold it to the Criterion, 


Joe Vogel, top | 
arranged to buy the | 
It becomes the second | 


Because of the sudden Loew deal 
with U for ‘Navy,’ the Crit had to set 
back ‘Mata Hari,’ which had been 


scheduled to open at the house today. | 


Theatre, previously at a 55c top, is 
jumping to 75c for the Abbott-Cos- 
tello comedy. 





Having closed with the Roxy for 
only a few pictures during the past 
U has spread most of its prod- 
uct in other directions, including the 
Rivoli, which has a selective 1940-41 | 
deal, State, Palace and Rialto. 

Roxy made a selective deal with | 
this season but it was can- 
mutual consent. How- 
ever, the house took ‘Lady From 
Cheyenne’ from U a short while 
back, the first from this distributor 
it had bought in a long time. 

Reported that sometime back this 
U was miffed because the 
didn’t hold ‘Spring Parade’ 


celled by 


| (Durbin) a third week in view of the 


| 


picture, | 


‘Victory in the West,’ had been used | 


to ‘soften up’ Europe, 
film would have no such effect upon 
‘our country.’ ‘We firmly believe we 
are the strongest on earth, econom- 
ically and every other way,’ Esmond 
stated in defending his classification 
of the picture as a newsreel, 
which an exhibition license is 
necessary. 


The m.p.d. director 


not 


had taken a 


is that the | 


for | 


similar stand in a letter to the Non- | 


Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, which 


Organization asked that the picture | 


be banned. When Esmond replied 
he could not do so, even were ‘Vic- 
tory’ a full-length feature picture, 
because ‘propaganda’ is not grounds 
for rejecting films in New York 
State, Rollins instituted court action 
te compel him to ban it. 





‘Sieg’ Big in the West 
San Francisco, June 10. 


‘Sieg’ im Westen,’ Nazi propaganda | 
pic, doing strong business at the nabe | 


Princess here. It is topping the gross 
on the last Reich war film, ‘Blitz- 
krieg im Westen,’ despite the lack 
of an English sound track. 

‘Blitz’ brought out both Italian 
and Chinese trade, which ‘Sieg’ isn’t 
getting. German population is turn- 
ing out in sufficient force, however, 
to make up for the defections. 





| 





strong business it did first 14 days. 


SEARS, WITH WARNERS, 
DECIDING CONV. PLANS. 


Hollywood, June 10. 

With Grad Sears here for huddles | 
with Harry and Jack Warner, it is 
expected that decision soon will be 
made on where the Warner Bros. 
annual sales convention will be held | 
this year, and when. Company held 
two confabs last year in N. Y. and 
Pittsburgh. Question of several re- 
gionals instead of one big convention 
is being mulled but Warner Bros. | 
may decide in favor of one big sales 
session as so many companies are | 
doing this year, with Chicago and 
New York mentioned as likely can- | 
didates. 

Latest indication is that Warner 
Bros. will have four ‘packages’ or | 
groups of five features each available | 
at the start of selling under the con- | 
sent decree next Sept. 1. If the 20) 
pictures are not ready when the 
sales campaign starts under stipuia- 
tions of the decree, that number will 
be available shortly thereafter, it 
was reported this week. 


‘HARD WAY’ SHIFT 
Hollywood, June 10. 
Ida Lupino has been shifted to the | 
top femme role in ‘The Hard Way,’ 
a tale by Jerry Wald, at Warners. 
Originally the actress was assigned 
to one of the leading parts in ‘Kings 
Row.’ 








|} it is expected 
vention will go on record in opposi- 


| with scale of admission, 


| Myers, 


| thing to do,’ in 


| scrap with ASCAP itself. 





BEEF AT FILMERS 
UWNING oONG GUo, 


Want Divorcement of Music 
Publishing Subsidiaries 
Such As Radio Networks 
Did with Their Artists 
Bureaus 





—_——— —— 


MINNESOTA DEFI 





A bloc of exhibitors is reported to 
have been formed in advance of the 
convention of the Motion Picture 


Theatre Owners of America, being 
held in Hollywood, for the purpose 
of demanding that major distributors 
get rid of their music companies. At 
the same time this group will at- 
tack the seat tax of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers, but that will be of sec- 
ondary importance. 


The MPTOA convention opened 
yesterday (Tuesday) and continues 
through tomorrow in open session. 
Faction which has been laying battle 
plans against ownership of music 
firms by film companies may take the 
surprise action they have in mind 
today (Wednesday) or save it for the 
blowoff sessions tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

Reported that the exhibitors will 
advance every argument they can| 
muster as to why distributors should | 
get out of the music business, none 
detailed in advance, as well as raise | 
the point that they should take this 
divorcement step the same as broad- 
casting companies have in ridding 
themselves of artist bureaus. 





Setups 
Paramount, Metro and Warner! 
Bros. are in the music publishing 


business, each with more than one}! 
firm, while 20th-Fox controls an in- | 
WB is in| 


terest in Movietone Music. 
control of Remick, Witmark, Harms 
and New World, §last-mentioned 
more or less inactive; Metro owns | 
Robbins, Feist and Miller Music; and 
Par has Paramount Music and 
Famous Music. 

So far as the ASCAP seat tax 
levied against theatres is concerned, 
that the whole con- 


tion to its continuance as in the past. 
Ed L. Kuykendall, president, has al- 
ways bitterly attacked the assess- 
ment of this tax. 

However, for theatres individually 
it does not amount to much al- 
though where a circuit like Para- 
mount’s, of 1,500 theatres, or War- 
ners, of nearly 500, are concerned it 
adds up. Tax ranges from 10 to 20c 
a seat yearly but is levied also in line 
run played, 
policy in effect, whether stageshows 
are played, etc. 


i 
Defi 
June 10 
Bennie Berger, owner of one of 
the territory’s largest independent 
circuits, has announced that he'll 
defy ASCAP and refuse to continue 
to pay license fees for any of his 
nine theatres, thus inviting lawsuits 
In taking his stand, he is going con- 
trary to the advice of Abram F. 
national Allied States’ gen- 
counsel and his close friend, 
while in Minneapolis last 
told exhibitors that, despite 
court decisions, ‘the smart 
his opinion, ‘is to 
keep on paying the fees.’ 
Myers contends that the decisions | 
do not pave the way for the entire | 
elimination of all theatre music li- 
cense fees and that the exhibitors 
are better off dealing with ASCAP 
than they’d be if they had to do 
business with individual composers 
anyway and he doubts’ whether 
they’d even emerge victorious in a 


Mpls. Exhibs’ 
Minneapolis, 


eral 
who, 
week, 
recent 


On the other hand, L. B. Schwartz, | 
prominent local theatrical attorney, 
insists that exhibitors now have an 


| ‘out’ as far as the music license fee 


is concerned and he’s offering to de- 
fend any suits that ASCAP may 
bring. 


Metro’s Rodgers Keynotes Opening 
Session of MPTOA on B.0. Pix Values 


- 





rather 


| vaudfilmer, 





CAL. LAW PROTECTS 
AGENTS VS. MOPPETS 


Sacramento, June 10. 

New measure protecting employ- 
ment agencies in moppet contracts 
was signed by Governor Culbert Ol- 
son and goes into effect 90 days after 
adjournment of the legislature. 

Bill, sponsored by assemblyman 
Jack Tenny, prevents a minor from 
disavowing an agency contract to 
secure theatrical engagements, pro- 
vided the pact has been approved by 
the superior court or the labor com- 
missioner. 


URGING 3-DAY 
SHUTDOWN TO 
HYPO BIZ 


Milwaukee, June 10. 
While the regional meeting of in- 











dependent exhibitors held Wednes-| 
was | 
held primarily to bring about closer | 


day (4) in Chippewa Falls, Wis., 


cooperation in Wisconsin between 








Hollywood, June 10. 
A radical national sales policy 
with a formula applying the proper 
slide rule to each individual situa- 


tion was announced at the opening 
session of the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners of America today (Tues- 
day) by William F. Rodgers, Metro 
general sales manager. He told dele- 
gates that ‘we feel the time has come 
that the inevitable barter, un- 
fortunately a part of this business 
for so many years, should cease. 


‘We are going to offer our best 
proposal first and we will stand be- 
hind the valuation of our pictures. 
I believe we have worked out a 
sales plan which will be of benefit 
to all our customers. It is predicated 
on this one premise—that gross re- 
ceipts must be the barometer - for 
what you pay as film rental. 


‘We have never advocated and do 
not know that American exhibitors 
are expected to make up the deficit 
resulting from the foreign situation. 
We do expect, however, American 
exhibitors to cooperate so we can 
seek and find new avenues of rev- 
enue.’ 

Looks Bad Now, But.... 


Rodgers said that the industry now 
is occupying an uncomfortable posi- 
tion, what with receipts below nor- 
mal, but he hoped that by collective 
action, ways and means will: be 
found to make business more suc- 
cessful for all concerned. 


He drew a laugh from exhibitors 


that large group of theatre men in | when he exhorted them to ‘work a 
the western and northwestern parts | little harder, boost a little more and 


of the state who do their buying in|! 
Minneapolis, much of the 
was devoted to discussion of the 
business slump that has enveloped 
this as well as other areas. 

With an 
representing more than 40 theatres, 
the meeting at the Skogmo cafe was 
considered one of the most success- 
ful regional confabs yet held, with 
all agreed upon closer and more dili- 


gent efforts along legislative lines} 
Peasley, | 
ex-| 


than in the past. E. L. 
president of Minnesota Allied, 
plained what had been done in that 


state, particularly as involving the 
consent decree, and, while not at- 
tempting to predict the eventual out- 


come of differences still to be fought 
out, expressed complete optimism as 
to final benefits for the exhibs. 

As to the prevailing business sit- 
uation, agreement was 


my and conservation of product all 
houses will close for three days each 
week and that exhibs operating two 
houses in a town will close one of 
them completely. The idea is that 
there is only a limited amount of 
business to be had and that it is only 
good horse sense to apportion this as 
equitably as possible among all thea- 
tre operators in this friendly fashion 
than to keep open at a loss 
just because the other fellow does. 
Operating costs can thus be reduced, 
it is felt, without entailing ap- 
preciable loss of revenue, thus en- 
abling all to keep out of the red. 
Milwaukee’s delegation at 
meeting—Will Ainsworth, 
Gutenberg and Harry Perlewitz—be- 
lieve this arrangement will be ex- 
tended throughout Wisconsin as ex- 
hibs in every locality are up against 
the same problems. Notwithstanding 
the vast sums being expended in the 
defense industries, business 
never was as bad as at present, and 
there seem to be no exceptions. 
With no less than 12 carnivals 


any 


the 
Andy 


city, theatre men this week are con- 
centrating for a drive against them 


practically | 
reached that in the interest of econo- 


session | 


| 


sob a little less.’ 
Kuykendall’s 8th Term 
MPTOA board voted Ed Kuyken- 


| dall his eighth term as prexy. Entire 


attendance of 22 exhibs'! 


slate, with one exception, returned 
to office. Frank C. Walker retains 
his vice-presidency but pulled out as 
general counsel because of the press 


‘of duties as the U. S. Postmaster- 


General, 


George Aarons, of Philadelphia, 
continues as associate general coun- 
sel. Other officers holding over are 
M. A. Lightman, Memphis; Mitchell 
Wolfson, Miami; E. C. Beatty, De- 
troit; A. Julian Brylawski, Wash- 
ing, as vice-presidents; Morris Loe- 
wenstein, Oklahoma City, secretary; 
Walter Vincent, New York, trees- 
urer; and Fred Wehrenberg, St. 
Louis, board chairman. 

Attendance Over 1,000 


Upwards of 1,000 exhibitors, most 
with families,; are gathered here 
from all sections of the country, 
with the registration about evenly 


divided between the MPTOA and the 
PC C organizations. Out-of-town ex- 
hibs started converging here over 
the weekend and by Sunday bulk of 


, the theatre operators were on hand, 


locally | 


| booked in various spots around the) 


and have dug up an old city law! 


under which all permits that have 
been granted for such shows may be 
revoked. Independents, chains and 


| the theatrical unions have united to 


oust the outdoor showmen. 

Having posted a two weeks notice, 
the Riverside, the city’s only regular 
is operating on week-to- 
week and may shut any time, not 
only because business is bad, but due 
to lack of attractions, the only 
money getters lately having been 
name bands, and none of them will 


ready to plunge into the business 

sessions of the dual convention. 
Coast conference got down to busi- 

ness yesterday (Mon) morning, with 


first session devoted to reports of 
trustees and the various committees. 
First business meeting of the MPTOA 
group is set for this afternoon, with 
both associations winding up their 
meetings on Thursday. Meetings of 
the PCC are being held each morn- 


ing and the national group meeting 
afternoons, all sessions being sched- 
uled for the Ambassador Hotel the- 
atre. 

Social activities started yesterday 
afternoon with three studios taking 
care of the delegates and those who 
accompanied them. Tour was divided 
into three flights in order that not 
more than 350 guests would be en- 
tertained at any of the studios. 

Tonight (Tues) there will be a@ 
barbecue and entertainment at the 
Columbia ranch, and tomorrow Mary 
Pickford and other Hollywood names 


| will function at a Hollywood Person- 


‘ality Parade. 


Final social event of 


| the joint session will be the annual 
| banquet and dance at the Earl Care 


be available now for some weeks to | day, 


/ come, 


roll theatre in Hollywood Thurs- 
day night. 

Mary Pickford, representing the 
industry, welcomed the PCC dele- 
gates at their opening session yester- 
and will similarly greet the 
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Charlotte, N.C. (100,899 Pop. and 172 
Churches) Finally OKs Sunday Amus. 








Charlotte, N. C., June 10. 

A blue-ribbon ‘Citizens Ticket’ 
city council last week repealed ‘blue’ 
laws here to permit Sunday motion 
ictures, an accomplishment sought 
sere for the last six years. For al- 
most two centuries, stern, church- 
going Scotch Presbyterian settlers 
have frowned on Sabbath amuse- 
ments and in recent years have 
nixed all movements to put Char- 
lotte in the open Sunday classifica- 
tion. 

By an _ eight-to-three vote, the 
council, which went in office on a 
reform wave barely a month ago, 
ended the closed Sunday era and 
affected the showing of Sunday pix 
in 10 Charlotte theatres between the 
hours of 1 to 6 p.m. and after 9 
p.m., along with permission to hold 
baseball games during these same 
hours. 


Charlotte, with 100,899 population 
and 172 churches, prides itself on 
being the second best church-going 
city in the world, bowing only to 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Charlotte theatres took advantage 
of the vote by opening last Sunday 
(8) to capacity houses, 


CHARLES SCHLAIFER USO 
PUB. DIRECTOR IN S. F. 


San Francisco, June 10. 

Every electric light and neon tube 
in every skyscraper, sign, store, 
home and theatre will be turned on 
simultaneously in a dazzling ‘Lights 
Up’ display if Charles Schlaifer of 
the United Artists theatre here gets 
his way—and it looks as though he 
will. Stunt has been evolved by 
Schlaifer as a means of getting 
United Service Organization work 
off to a brilliant start as Frisco’s 
defy to world blackouts. So far as 
is known, mass illumination of every 
light in the city has never been at- 
tempted before. 

Tentative date for the ‘Light Up’ 
is June 18. USO drive here kicks 
off June 17, with merchants being 
asked to include special USO slugs 
(also designed by Schlaifer) in their 
advertisements. With permission of 
his boss, Herman Cohen (owner of 
the U. A.), Schlaifer is devoting al- 
most half his time to volunteer, un- 
paid defense publicity. Although his 
USO stunt will be the most spectac- 
ular, possibly more far-reaching is a 
California Home Guard publicity or- 
ganization dreamed up by him. Al- 
ready he has induced a flock of ex- 
ploitation talent to join him, includ- 
ing Phil Phillips, of Fox-West- Coast; 
William Pabst, manager KFRC; Ted 
Huggins, ad manager for Standard 
Oil; Gene Block, executive secretary 
of Jewish Survey Committee; Win- 
throp Martin, public relations; Clar- 
ence Laws, Joe Blumenfeld’s part- 
ner in Oakland, and Phil Lasky, 
manager of KROW. 








San Diego Boom Town’s 
24-Hour Film House 


San Diego, June 10. 
This boom town now has its first 
24-hour theatre, the Cabrillo ope- 
rated by Lou Metzger. With aircraft 
factories on 24-hour production, al- 
most as many people are on the 

streets at night as during the day. 
Cheap mob, however, has no in- 
terest in high-brow stuff, with result 
that the town’s last legit house, the 


old Savoy, will be torn down to make | 


way for a multi-story garage. 


RKO Fordham’s 20th Anni 


RKO Fordham in New York is 
celebrating its 20th anni this week 
with a ‘special event’ each evening. 
Series of shindigs opened last Thurs- 
day (5) with Kenny Baker, Estelle 
Taylor and other acts on the stage. 
There was another vaude show on 
Friday. Other events included a 
‘Money Nite’ and beauty contest to 
pick ‘Miss Fordham Road.’ 

Irving Gold is manager of the 
house. 


HOME-TOWN LOYALTY 
Detroit, June 10. 

Keeping the home ties, the 78th 
Coast Artillery crowned Linda 
Ware, young Hollywood player, 
queen and sweetheart of the regi- 
ment at Camp Haan, Calif. 

The home ties are in the fact the 
youngster hails from Detroit and 
more than 400 men in the regiment 











bf 


Abbott and Costello’s 
‘Navy’ Whirl in N.Y. by U 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello flew 
in from the Coast Monday (9) for 
a round of press stunts leading up 
to their personal appearance tonight 
(Wed.) at the preem of their latest 
Universal starrer, ‘In the Navy Now,’ 
at the Criterion, N. Y. They fly 
back to the Coast Friday (13) in time 
to make their regular Sunday night 
broadcast for Chase & Sanborn. 

Plus a special reception at La- 
Guardia airport on their arrival, 
with Mayor LaGuardia appointing 
them special civilian defense depu- 
ties, they were tossed a cocktailery 
at the Hotel Astor last night (Tues- 
day) by U, with the press and ex- 
hibitors as guests. 


Can’t-Cross-Picket-Line 
Technique Forces Pix 
Theatres to Unionize 








Minneapolis, June 10. 
Theatre ushers, janitors, cashiers, 
etc., in the territory are being aided 


in their drives to organize unions by 
a rule passed by the projectionists’ 
union forbidding members to go 
through a picket line. Thus, if any 
theatre employes belonging to an 
AFL or CIO union call a strike and 
picket a showhouse, the projection- 
ists virtually go out automatically, 
too. 


Stagehands’ union now is making 
demands upon the smaller indepen- 
dent houses and using the projec- 
tionists’ rule as a club. When the 
Granada, Duluth, refused to put ona 
stagehand for its exclusive film 
policy, the house was closed an en- 
tire day until the theatre acceded 
because the projectionists refused to 
go through the picket line. 





3 Metro P.A.s Score SPG’s 
‘Mighty Bad Americanism’ 


A second group, three members of 
Metro’s ad-publicity staff, joined the 
Paramount dissenters to the present 
Screen Publicists Guild setup last 
week by outlining virtually the same 
objections as Par in a letter to Joe 
Gould, the guild president. Metro 
group, in a letter signatured by Bill 
Danziger, Perry Charles and Ray 
Bell, explained their reasons for not 
joining the SPG, principally that as 
a newly constituted body it an- 
j nounced itself for one function but in 
|practice contradicts itself. 
| After acknowledging the value and 
perhaps the need of craftsmen band- 
ing together to attain a common goal, 
the note from the Metro group 
touched on actions taken already by 
the present SPG officers which the 
Signators claimed were examples of 
‘mighty bad Americanism’, 
| After citing their belief that there 
is a place in the film busines for a 
press guild, the Metro group points 
out that it must have as a foundation 
a constitution that embodies those 
principles which have made the Bill 
of Rights a yardstick for all good 
government. 

UA Letouts Protested 


handed by 








Two weeks’ notice 
| United Artists yesterday 





to the 14 members of its field ex- 

ploitation staff brought a quick 

| squawk from the UA unit of the| 
{Screen Publicists Guild of New| 
| York. In a resolution approved by 
| the SPG’s exec council and to be| 


| placed before the organization’s gen- 


(Thursday), UAers asked: ‘Immedi- 
ate action in protest of these dis- 
missals with a view to securing re- 
instatement of all affected.’ 

SPG declared it does not recog- 
nize as a fair basis for dismissal the 
company’s reason that there is a 
smaller quantity of product in the 
immediate future. 
it believes year-round work of pub- 
licists important to all in the craft, 
‘since a consistent level of good will 
must be maintained.’ 








Helprin to Coast 


Morris Helprin, New York rep for 
Alexander Korda, flew to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) to huddle on 
campaigns for ‘Lydia’ and ‘Jungle 
Book,’ which will be released soon. 





are from here or this area. 


No U. S. Oakleys 


Detroit, June 10. 


Gentlemen of the press in 
these parts are pleased by the 
fact that Freddie Schader is now 
directing Uncle Sam’s defense 
stamp and bond drive in the 
area. 

Now they want to know if he 
can't o.k. two bonds for them. 


PAR TESTING 
CAMPAIGNS 
ON ‘BOYS 


A step that may chart a course to 
be followed in merchandising film 
under the consent decree, starting 
with the 1941-42 season, is being 
taken by Paramount under plans to 
place different campaigns to a test 
immediately on ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ which, however, is a this year’s 
(1940-41) film. 

Although the picture, deliverable 
under the current season’s contracts, 
will not be released until Aug. 11, 
it is to be spotted in six widely sep- 
arated key spots across the country 
early in July with probably three 
different campaigns tried out as a 
means of determining which seems 
best. One campaign -will be tested 
in two spots, another in two others 
and in all likelihood a third in still 
another doubleton. Company is also 
figuring on giving 24-sheeting ex- 
perimentation on ‘Kiss Boys Good- 
bye.’ 

The best campaign in the light of 
results, in addition to billboarding if 
deemed effective, will become the 
nationwide merchandising basis for 
the picture when it goes on general 
release, 


SCHUR, WALSH UPPED 
INTO PAR DISTRIB 


Augmenting its home office forces 
in line with the new selling that will 
prevail under the consent decree, 
Paramount is moving two members 
of the theatre department into gen- 
eral distribution duties. They are 
George Schur, assistant to Montague 
Gowthorpe, comptroller of the the- 
atre chain, and Joe Walsh, chief aide 
to Leon Netter, h.o. exec-contact in 
charge of the entire south and New 
England. Shift to the distribution 
department means a promotion for 
both. 

Joe Sweeney, accountancy execu- 
tive in Par, will take over the duties 
formerly performed by both Schur 
and Walsh. All have been with Par 
many years. 

Schur and Walsh will be fitted into 
general duties in the distribution 
division and not be attached to any 
single sales executive. 


Am Actor Setup Airs 
Tab Versions of Films 


Philadelphia, June 10. 
A novel exploitation stunt is being 
tried by the S-W Keith’s on WDAS. 
A little theatre group has been 





























(Tuesday ) | 


eral membership meeting tomorrow | 


Group declared | 


formed by the house manager, Jack 


Goldman, and his assistant, Dave 
| Horowitz, tabbed ‘Keith’s Theatre | 
Players.’ This group gives a con- 


densed version over the air 
|feature film being 
| house that week. 

Once a month the players drama- 
| tize three outstanding scenes of pic- 


of the 
shown at the 


|tures that play Keith’s. Listeners 
|who identify the scenes get free 
ducats. 





20th’s N.Y. Sales Meet 


Date of the annual sales conven- 
tion of 20th-Fox was changed last 
week from July 9-11 to July 14-16, 
in New York at the Waldorf-As- 
toria. 

Herman Wobber, domestic sales 
chief, made the shift because grand 
ballroom was not available for all 
three days previously announced 
for holding sales huddles. 





it’s Friday Again at Roxy 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., returns to 
Friday openings, instead of Thursday 
as at present, starting with ‘Man- 
hunt’ next Friday (13). 
Shift takes the Roxy away from 
competing with the Music Hall on 





He’ll be west about two weeks. 


opening dates. 


Gomersall Now Heads U's Western 
Sales: Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





E. T. Gomersall, formerly district 
manager in Chicago, was moved up 
to the post of western sales manager 
of Universal last week, This was the 
sole post left vacant in the shakeup 
announced last Tuesday (3) after U 
director’s meeting. 

M. M. Gottlieb succeeds Gomer- 
sall in his former post, He was Chi- 
cago branch manager. : 

Barney Rose, manager of U’s San 
Francisco exchange, has been trans- 
ferred to Chicago to head the office 
there. He will take the spot vacated 
by Gottlieb moving up to midwest 
division position. Rose 1s a veteran 
of Universal’s sales staff. 





Dewey Michaels Dispossess 
Buffalo, June 10. 
Judgment for $8,800 and an order 
for dispossession of D. M. Theatre 
Corp., operating the Mercury, down- 
town art cinema, was taken by the 
owner of the theatre premises in 
city court last week. Attorneys for 
the tenant announced that a new 
corporation would be formed to take 
over the lease and the same man- 
agement would be retained, without 
interruption of the theatre policy. 
The theatre was rented in 1938 to 
Dewey Michaels who subsequently 
assigned the lease to the corporation 
of which he is president. Michaels 
is also the operator of the Palace, 
burlesque, here. 





Kansas’ Big Blow 
Wichita, June 10. 
Plaza, constructed year ago, de- 
stroyed by wind during storm at 
Burlington, Kan. Only stage of the- 
atre left standing, 





Pitt Revivals Floppo 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 

Casino theatre’s policy of showing 
revivals of old silent hits for the 
summer did a quick el foldo last 
week, shuttering without notice after 
only five days. House, local home 
of burlesque during regular season, 
had been leased by George Jaffe, 
local peel wheel impresaric, to Sam- 
uel Cummins, of New York, on flat 
rental basis and first reissue was 
‘Chaplin On Parade,’ collection of 
four of comedian’s two-reelers. 

Chaplin cavalcade opened May 30 
and following Monday night, Cum- 
mins gave up the ghost. Engage- 
ment, despite holiday, had grossed 
only couple of hundred bucks. Be- 
fore that and following close of bur- 
ley season, Jaffe himself had tried 
sex exploitation pix with ‘living 
models’ stage shows ‘for adults only’ 
for couple of weeks but that flopped, 
too. House now shuttered until La- 
bor Day, when Hirst attractions will 
resume. 

William A. Livingston, clerk of ar- 
bitration tribunal here, resigned and 
his successor will be named in a 
few days. Livingston reentering em- 
ploy of private insurance company. 

Local Warner Club honored four 
members at a dinner last night (9), 
farewelling Charlie Kocab, sound en- 
gineer who is going into the army. 

Briefies: Thomas Anas, assistant 
to his father, N. G. Anas, West Vir- 
ginia exhib, and Regina Pelias will be 
married in New Orleans Thursday 
(12) ... Mrs. Mannie Abrams, wife 
of operator of Park theatre at Blair 
station, opening dress shop right 
across the street from husband’s 
house ... WB district manager Sid 
Jacobs’ daughter, Doris, graduated 
from Mt. Mercy Academy last week 
. . . Ben Goldman, home office rep- 
resentative, will remain on job here 
until new WB exchange building is 
completed and onened. That will be 
in about six weeks. 

Alpine circuit acquired Liberty, 
Wellsville, O., formerly operated by 
George Davis and Paul W. and T. T. 
Vogel, sons of late Clarence Vogel. 
Vogels took over Pythian in Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., couple months ago. Only 
house at Burnsville, W. Va., folded: 
operated for past year by Charles 
Griffith. 





Farewelling Bragin 
Cleveland, June 10. 

Warner office force whipping up 
farewell shindig for Sol Bragin, WB 
head booker here, who will be 
shifted to Pittsburgh exchange June 
13. Charles Albert promoted to his 
position. Arnold Nathanson also 
moved up from advertising to book- 
keeping department as assistant. 

Shirley Fishman, recent graduate 
of Ann Arbor U., new addition to 
publicity bureau. She’s daughter of 
the late Jesse Fishman, one time 
manager of the local WB exchange. 





A.C’s New 1,500-Seater 


Atlantic City, June 10. 

_George F. Wielland and P. Mor- 
timer Lewis opened their newly 
erected Embassy, 1,500-seater Satur- 
day ni ht (7). This makes six At- 
lantic City theatres in the Wielland- 
Lewis chain, others being Apollo, 
Strand (Boardwalk houses), Capitol, 
Ventnor, and Margate. 

Nate Cohen, former manager of 
Strand Boardwalk theatre, is Em- 
bassy manager. He will also con- 
tinue to handle publicity for other 





~ 





Wielland-Lewis chain. Harold Hane 
ley, also formerly of Strand, Is as- 
sistant manager. Harry A. Walters 
in charge of mechanical operations, 
P. Mortimer Lewis, 3d, named mane 
ager of Strand. 





City’s Theatre Buy 
Youngstown, June 10, 

The City of Youngstown, O., has 
purchased a theatre but does not ine 
tend to operate it. City board of 
control approved an agreement with 
the Ohio theatre last week under 
which the city acquired the house 
and all its equipment for $39,950. 
The front of the building will be cut 
off, permitting the widening of 
Market street. 

New picture house in Wayne, O., 
now being constructed expected to 
be completed by Sept. 1. 

Private Clarence E. Wire, house 
manager of the State, Youngstown 
until he joined the army several 
months ago, has been placed in 
charge of entertainment of the 13th 
battalion coast guard artillery at 
Fort Eustis, Va. His job is to pro- 
duce two shows each month, 





Haines Appendectomy 
Philadelphia, June 10, 

Roland Haines, manager of Stans 
ley—Warners Keystone, recuperating 
from an appendix slicing. Nat Ware 
shaw, his assistant, filling in. 

Al Coopersmith, assistant ws | 
at Strand, new pilot of the S- 
Lindley. 

The Highway, Jenkintown, under- 
going extensive refurbishing. 

Mrs. Nita Wilschke was elected 
president of the Variety Club Aux- 
iliary last week. 

Lewen Pizor, UMPTO president 
and George P. Aarons, secretar and 
counsel, in Los Angeles for the ITOA 
conclave. 

Ed Sharlin, former assistant at the 
Wynne, new aide to Dick Mayer at 
the downtown Studio. 

Jules Rachlin transferred from the 
Stanton to the 69th St. 

W. Derrickson opening new 
house, the Avenue, at Rehobeth 
Beach, Del. 

C. E. Pearsol, operator of the Astor, 
Annville, Pa. added the Capito}, 
Reading, to his chain. 

Two more theatres will open at 
the Army cantonment at Indiantown 
Gap within the next few weeks. 

The Varbalows reported readying 
new house for Parkside section of 
Camden. 

Benjamin Schindler, owner of the 
Ace, Wilmington, will build new 800- 
seater in Richardson Park, costing 
$100,000. 





William Trites Enlists 

Omaha, June 10. 
_ William Trites, who has just en- 
listed for army service at Jefferson 
Barracks Mo., will be replaced as 
assistant to manager William Miskell 
at the Orpheum by Ira Crane. assist- 
ant at the Omaha while Bernard 
Pollock of Sioux City will replace 
Crane at the Omaha. All are Tri- 
States properties, 


' Loew’s Shifts 
_ William Elder of Loew’s Harris- 
burg moves to Loew’s Palace, 
Indianapolis, replacing Ward Farrar, 
resigned. Sam Gilman, Dayton, will 
succeed Eldren in Harrisburg. Or- 
ville Crouch, Canton, will fill the 
Dayton assignment. Walter Kessler, 
assistant at the Penn, Pittsburgh, ap- 
pointed manager of Loew’s Canton. 





Janecky Vice Cody 
Joseph Janecky new assistant to 
manager Ralph Nicholls of the Jack- 
son theatre, Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
Janecky succeeds Edmund Cody, 
promoted to manager of the Roose- 
velt, Flushing, N. Y. 





Horning’s Moveover 
Regina, Sask., June 10. 
Charles Horning, assistant manager 
of the Met, Regina, takes over same 
job at the Grand, Regina, replaced 
by Leonard Joyce, doorman at 
Capitol. 





Ed Mullen Upped 
Ed Mullen, office manager of 
United Artists’ New York exchange, 
upped to assistant to Clarence Eise- 
man, exchange manager. 
Herbert Reichek promoted from 
chief booker to Mullen’s former post. 





Autographounds’ House 


Detroit, June 10. 

Autograph hunters now have their 
own picture theatre here. Latest of 
the new nabes to be opened here, the 
Mercury, swank house jointly owned 
by Saul Sloan and Asher B. Shaw, 
former United Detroit Theatre man- 
ager, has given over the foyer to the 
autograph mob. 

Stunt consists of covering the walls 
with bronze plaques bearing the 
signatures (real and purported) of 
hundreds of the picture stars. 
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Extended Runs Bolster Chi Biz; 
‘Wings -Vaude $34,000 in 2d Wk. 


‘In Navy Plus 


Chicago, June 10, 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) : 

Theatres in the loop are running 
along with only occasional excite- 
ment. Best bet of week on exploita- 
tion and pace is the Palace which did 
a bang-up sales job on ‘In the Navy’ 
for the second Abbott-Costello serv- 
ice picture. Changed opening day 
to start this film, dualed with “Tight 
Shoes,” on Saturday (7). 

Rest of the town is a_ holdover 
flood. Chicago is keeping ‘Wings’ for 
a second session and after that may 
go to the Garrick for additonal loop 
time. . 

United Artists continues ‘Woman’s 
Face’ for a third week, Roosevelt has 
‘Blood and Sand’ for a second ses- 
sion, ‘Penny Serenade’ stays also a 
second in the Garrick and film’s third 
session in the loop. ‘Kane,’ on its 
special showing at the Woods, is in 
its fifth week. State-Lake has the 
reissue, ‘Devil Dogs.’ 

However, the Apollo, now back as 
a Balaban & Katz spot, after 14 
weeks of ‘Fantasia’ under Disney op- 
eration, returned to its former policy 
with ‘Bad Man.’ For these holdovers 
business remains steady though 
slightly under the previous week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 

—Bad Man’ (M-G). House back 
on grind policy and this Wallace 
Beery flicker is headed for $6,500, 
okay. 
_ Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Wings’ (Par) and stage show. Sec- 
ond week for bill and continues to 
good $34,000 after taking fine $42,200 
last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Second 
week in this house and third in loop. 
Will garner satisfying $4,500, after 
snaring fat $6,300 last week. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Footsteps 
Dark’ (WB). Repeaters in the loop 
managing neat $10,000. Last week, 
‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA) fair enough $8,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)—‘In 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). 
Double bill sold niftily by the RKO 
leaders here and zooming this week’s 


trade to bang-up $21,000. Last week | 


‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Baines Strings’ 
(RKO) went nine days for good $12,- 
600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Coming up with excellent $9,000 after 
snagging nifty $14,100 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and Major Bowes 
unit on stage plus Great Lester. 
Combination is all rigHt and will 
bring happy $16,000, primarily on the 
pull of the Major’s stage unit. Last 
week, ‘Free Easy’ (M-G) and vaude 
took good $15,800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-65-75) —‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Holding to fine $9,500 after 
bright $11,500 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (5th wk). 
Going along at a good pace, taking 
$7,000 this week after coming in with 
$8,500 last week. 


HEIDT-‘BEAUTY’S SAKE’ 
TERRIF 1636, L’VILLE 


Louisville, June 10. 
Horace Heidt orchestra is getting 
all the coin hereabouts, at the Rialto, 
and band accounted for terrific biz 
on Saturday-Sunday (7-8). ‘For 
Beauty’s Sake,’ with Marjorie 
Weaver local gal as femme lead in 








film, was complement to stage show. | 


Indications are that the Heidt en- 
gagement will give the house a tre- 
mendous $16,500, best in months. 
Elsewhere biz is on the quiet side, 
although Loew’s is doing okay with 
*‘Woman’s Face.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Too Many Blondes’ (U). Doing all 
right after moveover from Rialto, 
and looks to register satisfactory 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and 
Louis-Baer fight pix (RKO), splendid 
$3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th). Strong combo aiming 
at good $1,600. 
Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 
medium $1,200. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G). Good ex- 
ploitation, playing up Joan Crawford 
in a ‘sear-face’ role, is bringing in a 
different type of patron. More males, 
and workers, rather than the usual 
Crawford fans. Aiming at fairish 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
took okay $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-30-40)—‘John Doe’ (WB) 


(1,000; 
(return 





Last week, ‘Miss | 


‘Shoes’ Bangup 216 


+ 





engagement). Not registering too 
strongly on return, but still not bad 
at $2,800. Last week, ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) (reissue) managed okay $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) 
and Horace Heidt orchestra. Pacing 
for terrific $16,500 and grabbing most 
of available coin in town. Last week, 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Too Many 
Blondes’ (U) pulled hefty trade to 
tally slick $9,000, and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Magic in Musie’ (Par) 
and ‘Mutiny Arctic’ (U). Not much, 
and looks like under par $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Man Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror 
Island’ (U) turned up with all right 
$3,000. 


‘Navy, Robust $11,000, 
Single Bright Spot 
In Balto; Others Weak 


Baltimore, June 10. 

Only beacon in the dark here is 
‘In the Navy,” at Keith’s. Rest of 
town mostly in h.o., and entirely un- 
eventful. Roadshowing of ‘Fantasia,’ 
at legit Maryland, winding up fairly 
well next Sunday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 )—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding moderately at _ possible 
$6,000 after strong opening round to 
$14.800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Adventure in 
Washington’ (Col) plus vaude headed 
by Dennis Day in p.a. Only fair 
with omy $10,000 looked for. Last 
week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) plus vaude 
and Baer-Louis fight pix, garnered 
very ample $15,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘In Navy’ (U). Leading 
town in rosy style with robust 
$11,000, one of best takes in recent 
weeks at this house. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Wings’ (Par), held up 
strongly at $6,400 after ringing the 
bell on opening sesh to $9,300. 

Maryland (McLaughlin) (1.500; 56- 
| 85-$1.11-$1.67) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(4th wk). Started fourth round 
Thursday (5) after steady total of 
$13,600 for previous three weeks. 
Will wind up run of four and a half 
weeks June 15. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding in geod style to possible 
$4,500 after a big $7,200 on initial 
go. Good biz for small seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 











|55)—‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par). Mild 
doings at indicated $5,500. Last 
week, third of ‘John Doe’ (WB), 


held satisfactorily to total $27,700 for 
entire run. 





‘KID’ BIG 11G, DENVER 


‘Blood’ 





Swell $9,000—‘Topper’ Neat 
7G; ‘Crazy’ N. S. G. 





Denver, June 10. 

Boxoffice take still holding up, 
with ‘Billy the Kid’ and ‘They Met 
| in Argentina’ combo topping field. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Broadcast’ (20th), after a week at 
| the Denver, $3,000, poor. Last week, 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), after week 
at Denver, good $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
| —‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washing- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum, thin $2,000. 
|Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and 
|*‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) poor $2,- 
| 300. 





| DPenham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) (3d wk) 
jand ‘Power Dive’ (Par), good $6,- 


500. Last week, ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) 
(2d wk), very good $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col). $9,000 in sight, 
swell. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), fine $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Met in 
Argentina’ (RKO). Mighty nice $11,- 
000,. and holds. Last week, ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washington 
Melodrama’ (M-G), good for second 
week at $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
Men’ (20th), $7,000, big, and swell 
profit. Last week, ‘Wagons Roll at 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Too Many Blondes’ 
(U), nice $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘John 
Doe’ (WB), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Redhead’ 
(Mono). Fair $1,800. Last week 
| ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), after a week 
‘at each the Denver and Aladdin, 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 12 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(5th wk). 

Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(31st wk). 

Capitol—‘Love 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘In the Navy’ (U), 

(Reviewed in Variety June 4) 

Music Hall—‘Sunny’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varirty “May 21) 

Palace—Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(7th wk). 

Paramount—‘One Night in Lis- 
bon’ (Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 14) 

Rialto — ‘Saint's Vacation’ 
(RKO). 

Roxy—Man Hunt’ (20th) (13). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Week of June 19 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(6th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(32d wk). 

Capitol—‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 28) 


(UA) 


Crazy’ (M-G) 


(UA) 


Criterion—*Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
(re-issue). 

Musie Hall— ‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). 


Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(8th wk). 


Paramount—‘One Night in Lis- 
bon’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Moon Over 
(20th) (20). 

Strand—‘Out of the Fog’ (WB) 
(20). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


Weekend Shore Trek 
Hurts Cleveland B. 0.; 
‘Kid’ and ‘Navy’ Okay 


Cleveland, June 10. 

Summer cottage owners, thousands 
of ’em on the Lake Erie shores, are 
chopping down b.o. trade during 
weekends by spending them at lake- 
side resorts. Light takes all over 
with toppers ‘Billy the Kid’ at State 
and ‘In the Navy’ at Hipp. Palace, 
going into straight pix policy, having 
a sour time with only ‘She Knew All 
Answers.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Transported 
here after good stanza at Hipp and 
slanted to nice $4,000. Last week, 
‘Broadcast’ (20th) (2d wk), okay 
$3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Knew All Answers’ (Col). Re- 
action to discontinuance of vaude, 
plus thinness of yarn and lower gate 
tariff putting this one behind the 
8-ball. Opening day brutal and not 
more than so-so $7,000 in offing. Last 
week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U), 
with Eddy Duchin’s orch flew over 
expectations, splendid $22,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Billy the Kid’ (Metro), In the No. 
1 place, skating around all summer 
ebstacles to satisfactory $11,000 after 
bright weekend. Last round ‘Wings’ 
(Par) not so much but content $9,500, 
is all right. 

Stillman*(Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Wings’ (Par). Showing worth- 
while speed for a moveover $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) got 
benefit of medical convention attend- 
ance and soared to brilliant $7,500 on 
second stanza. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—In Navy’ (U). Plugged smartly 
and growing to amiable $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) set out 
slowly but picked up to nab a sur- 
prising $11,500. 


Miami’ 








Goldwyn’s 3d RKOer 


For Gary Cooper Set’ 


| 99)—‘Lisbon’ 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Samuel Goldwyn today (Tuesday ) 
purchased an original, “The Singing 


and the Gold,” as a starring vehicle 
for Gary Cooper. It will be Gold- 
wyn’s third film in his three-pic 


RKO releasing deal. Yarn, by How- 
ard Koch and Anne Froelick, is about 
the descendants of original Dutch 
settlers in a small town on the 
Hudson. 

William Wyler will direct, follow- 
ing completion of the current ‘Little 
Foxes.’ Pic will follow Cooper’s ap- 
pearance in an untitled story about 
a professor and burlesk queen to be 
directed for Goldwyn by Howard 
Hawks. 





Glamor on the Links 


Fort Worth, June 10. 

No national golf celebrity re- 
ceived more attention during the 
United States Open here last week 
than did Viola Dana, screen star 
during the silent era. 

She came here with her husband, 
Jimmy Thomson, one of the tourna- 











ment contenders, rated the longest 


land ‘Under Age’ (Col), good $2,000. |hitter in golf. 

















B’way in Low Gear; Moderate 39,000 
Each for Powell-Loy, ‘Million Baby 
(Plus Les Brown); Holdovers Better 





Broadway film showshops have 
suffered a relapse. ‘ This also applied 
to the neighborhoods, where the 
managers are weeping copious tears, 


wondering how tough it’s going to! 


be from now on in (meaning until 
the new season’s 1941-42 product and 
the end of the summer gets here). 
With June as bad as it is, they shrink 
from thinking what July and August 
may do to them. 

‘Love Crazy’ is one of the new 
major first-run openings of the week. 
It’s at the Capitol, but it doesn’t need 
that large a seater to take care of 


the small crowds being drawn, A 
disappointing $30,000, maximum to 
be expected, is all it will get. The 
other arrival at an ‘A’ Broadway 
house is ‘Million Dollar Baby,’ which 
has the Les Brown orchestra, Bea 
Wain and Dixie Dunbar on the stage 
as support. Strand will not get to 
$30,000 with the show, also away un- 
der hopes, but it will hold over, as 
will ‘Love Crazy,’ 

Best business is being clocked by 
the holdovers. ‘Penny Serenade,’ on 
its third week at the Music Hall, 
should end at about $65,000 quite 
satisfactory itn view of two nice 
weeks up ahead, together with gen- 
eral lethargic conditions. Paramount 
ground out $35.000 on its third week 
with ‘I Wanted Wings’ and Vaughn 
Monroe, ending last night (Tues.), 
actually the leader of the pack. 

‘Blood and Sand,’ also on a third 
week, goes an additional day for 
eight to bring the Roxy back to a 
Friday opening. and for this conclud- 
ing period will be about $26,000, fair 
enough. ‘Man Hunt’ comes in Fri- 
day (13). 

‘Topper Returns,’ which is dualing 
in the Loew nabes but not showing 
speed, is on second run at the State 
with George White’s ‘Scandals’ be- 
hind the foots. The stageshow ap- 
parently is much ‘less than outstand- 
ing at the boxoffice since indications 
point to no more than $20,000, a 
moderate profit. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (UA) (1,012; 30-40-55-65)— 
‘Barbara’ (UA) (5th week). Tees 
off on fifth stanza today (Wed.); 
fourth, ending last night, $12,500, 
good profit in view of low nut. Ad- 
vance advertising already been writ- 
ten off. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (3lst week). Last weeks now 
being advertised; 30th round, $10,000, 
oke profit. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 
Powell-Loy not getting ’em this 
time, only about $30,000 being 
sighted, less than anticipated for 
high-budgeter. Last week, third for 
ere Face’ (M-G), over $20,000, 
o.k. 

Criterion (Loew-Moss) (1,662; 35- 
44-55-75 )—In the Navy’ (U). Moves 
in here today (Wed.) at upped ad- 
missions and will be second Uni- 
versal to play the house. ‘Magic in 
Music’ (Par) departed last night 
(Tues.) with less than $5,000, weak. 
Prior week, ‘Power Dive’ (Par), 
$4,500. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) (reissue) 
(2d week). Doing all right for this 
junior first run grind, $6,000 or over 
looking in. First week was $8,500, 
fine. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20 )—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(6th week). Last week (5th), which 
included Memorial Day, $15,800, 
about 50% of capacity. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
(Par) and, on stage, 
Milton Berle, Vincent Lopez, others. 
This show opens this morning 
(Wed.) after three highly blackish 
weeks with ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
and Vaughn Monroe; final (3d) stint 
$35,000, the second $49,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44 - 55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and stage 
show (3d-final week). ‘An excellent 
money-maker for this large de luxer, 
this week (3d) auguring $65,000, 
while second leg was a big $90,000. 


‘Sunny’ (RKO) reaches the screen 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— 


‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB). They’re not 
interested in what the secret is, only 
about $5,000, mild. Last week, ‘T’ll 
Wait for You’ (M-G), $4,500. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) and stage 
show (3d-final week). Goes eight 
more days and on that stretch will 
get $26,000, fair. The second week 
was $44,500. very good. Theatre goes 
back to a Friday opening this week 
with ‘Man Hunt’ (20th). 

State (Loew) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—"Topper Returns’ (UA) 
(2d run) and George White’s 1941 
Scandals. Neither the film nor the 
stage revue can take much credit 
this week at an approximate $20,000 


but it’s money in the bank for the 
house and that’s something these 
ays, too. Last week, ‘Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA) (2d run) which 
knocked nabe opposition off its feet 
where playing, plus Gus Arnheim, 
topped $20,000. 


Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 


99)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
and Les Brown, Bea Wain, Dixie 
Dunbar. Trade somewhat slack, 


under $30,000 binoculared; however, 
fair profit under Summer operation. 
Show holds over. Last week, ‘Shin- 
ing Victory’ (WB) (lst week) and 
Wayne King (2d week), $25,000. 


Sunny’ Okay $16,000, 
‘Draft’ Robust 1636, 
Latest Hub Winners 


Boston, June 10. 

‘Love Crazy’ holds over this week 
at the two Loew stands, and in its 
second stanza is running even with 
the single-week gait of ‘Sunny’ at 
the Memorial and ‘Caught in Draft’ 
at Met. ‘Citizen Kane’ is slated to 
bow out on the 15th, making it four 
weeks. Biz disappointing at road- 
shdéW scale. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-28-44) 
—Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Saint’s Holi- 
day’ (RKO) heading for pallid 
$6,000. 
(Prod) and ‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep), 
with Berni Vici unit on stage, four 
days; and ‘Cheyenne’ (U) (2d run) 
and ‘Law Wolf’ (Ziehm), three days, 
$10,200, okay. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Cow- 
boy and Blonde’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met) aiming at $5,000 
okay. Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from the Met), $5,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U), dual, combo getting good 
play, around $16,000. Last week, 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Too 








Many Blondes’ (U), dropped to 
$11,000. 
Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75- 


$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
slipped to $7,000 and final week ane 
nounced. Cut-rate group promotion 
tried this week for hypo. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55 )—Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) doing all right 
and promising good $16,500. Last 
week ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Cow- 
boy Blonde’ (20th), $17,500, good. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G) (2d wk), running at 
spiffy $16,000 pace. Initial week, 
$20,500. 

Paramount (M&P) 
44-55)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met) shaping up to okay 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par) 
and ‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from Met), $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G), holdover, will take 
around $12,000, dandy. First week, 
$16,500. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Cat Canary’ (Par) (reissue), dual, 
aiming at so-so $3,000. Last week, 
‘Chinese Den’ (Allied) and ‘Sing 
Children’ (GN) (reissue), four days, 
$1,800. 


(1,797; 28-39- 





BROOKLYN UPBEAT 


‘Wings’ Great $22,000 — ‘Woman’s 
Face’ Nifty 19G Despite Heat 
Brooklyn, June 10. 

Fairly good attendance at majority 








of houses despite war weekend. Best 

biz is at Paramount where ‘Wings’ 

and ‘Her First Beau’ are soaring. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Devil Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Vanquero’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Strong $15,000. Last 
week, first-rate $18,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB). Okay $15,500. 
Last week, ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) (2d wk), fair 
$14,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Woman's Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). Nifty 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Bad Man’ (M-G), good $16,000, 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35. 
50)—‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘First Beau’ 
(Col). Splendid $22,000. Last week, 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and ‘Rookies 
Parade’ (Rep), so-so $15,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)-— 
‘Flying Wild’ (Indie) and ‘Knockout’ 
(WB). Uneventful $4,000. Last week, 
Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Coal), dull $3,500. 


Last week, ‘Paper Bullets’ - 






bop gues ord 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 11. 1911 





1 Blood’ and ‘Face’ Each $17,600 In 
Peppy Philly; ‘Crazy’ $11,500 on 1.0. 


Philadelphia, June 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Change of scenery around the 
marquees, some cooler weainer and | 
biz is a little chirper in Philly. | 
There's still room for improvement, 
however. Stanley-Warner officials 
have one less house to worry about 
because the Aldine, UA show-caser, 
shuttered for the summer, 
night (8). The week-end 
brought an added headache when the 
Wilson Line steamer excursions be- 
gen their nightly trips down the 
Delaware. The boats nail several 
thousand potential customers at 65c 
a head. 

‘Blood and Sand’ at 
*“Woman’s Face’ at the Boyd, 
the holdover ‘Love Crazy’ at 
Stanley, are doing okay. 

Every brass hat at the Navy Yard 
has given his blessing to showing of 
‘In the Navy’ which preems at the 
Stanley tomorrow (Wed). 
exploiteers thus were able to reach 
the 35,000 civilian employes at the 
yard urging them to gander the 
Abbott-Costello farce. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Disas- 
trous $8,500 for a ten-day stretch. 
House closed after last performance 
Sunday night (8). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 35-46-57) 
—Fiame Orleans’ (U) (2d run). 
N.s.h. $2,800. ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ (UA) be- 
gins a second-run showing today 
(Tues ). ” 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Marquee 
Mames on this one bringing ’em in 
for a good $17,000. Last week, 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), cheerful 
$12,500 for deuce try. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Reaching for Sun’ (Par) with 
Tommy Tucker orch and Simone 
Simon on stage. Not up to par with 
only $17,500 in, till. Last week, 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) with Latin- 
American show featuring Ciro Rimae 
band and Romo Vincent, a little bet- 
ter at $18,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Tyrone 
lures the dames, getting a nice $17,- 


the Fox, 
with 
the 


Sunday | 
also | 


Warner | 


' 
ithe arrival of this new order.’ 
| touched on daylight saving and labor 
| conditions, characterizing latter as a 
| ‘national disgrace.’ 


| enstein 
| Wehrenberg. 
Nathan D. Golden, motion picture | 
| consultant in the Bureau of Foreign 








Reading of secretary and treas- 
urer’s report was waived with brief 
remarks by Secretary Morris Loew- 
and board chairman Fred 


and Domestic Commerce in Wash- 
ington, declared his department is 
undergoing reorganization designed 
to provide every branch of the in- 
dustry with a more comprehensive 


,factual service on economic affairs 
so exhibitors and distribu- | 


in U. S. 
tors will best be able to capitalize 
on improved industrial conditions. 
With foreign markets virtually gone, 
he said, the bureau ‘will deal in- 


tivated.’ 


Co'd, Rain Pep Up 
Mpls.; ‘Doe’ Brisk 
$9,000, ‘Hamilton’ 46 


Minneapolis, June 10. 
Cold and rain continue as box- 
office helps here, with grosses still 
looking up. Reversal of trend started 


last week. ‘John Doe’ grabbing the 
most attention at Orpheum. State’s 
‘Hamilton Woman’ also good. ‘Wings’ 
is sole holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 








| 
| 


| 


six days, good $1,800. 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and ‘Strange 
Alibi’ (WB), dual first-runs, split 


with ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col) and 


still | ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), also dual first- 
| runs, nice $2,100 in eight days. 


000, sugary these days. Last week, Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
‘Wings’ (Par) a bright $13,000 for | 39-44)— ‘Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 
second flight. Brought here after good biz at State 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 35-46-57-68) | and holding up to okay $3,700. Last 


— ‘Great Commandment’ (20th). First 
runs no tonic to this house, with 
poor $3,500 for this one. Last week, 


‘First Beau’ (Col) puny $2,500, also | 


first run. 


Stanley (WB) (2.916: 35-46-57-68 ) | Jungle film on ‘ way. to mild $700. | 
—'Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sat- | Last week, ‘Virgin Bride’ (Indie) and | 
(2d 
wk), drooped to mild $800 after big | 


isfactory $11,500 for h.o. 
zingy $17,500. 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). Indie 
musical snagging satisfactory $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) 
sub-par $4,000. 


Opener a 














| MPTOA 


Continued from page 7 


MPTOA 
business 











conventioneers at their first 
session this afternoon. 
Kuykendall’s Blast 

attack on the _ industry’s 
practice of branding and labe)ling 
Pictures as ‘good,’ ‘bad’ or ‘indiffer- 
ent’ by so-called Hollywood column- 
ists, commentators and critics long 
in advance of their exhibition was 
unleashed by Kuykendall in his an- 
nual report read to delegates this 
(Tuesday) morning. 

‘As long ago as 1933,’ he said, ‘we 


Bitter 


started pointing out the evils and un- | 


fairness of this system of arbitrarily 
pre-judging and classifying picture 
productions for general public based 
On personal opinion of a Hollywood 
reviewer without benefit of genuine 
audience -reaction and before we've 
had a chance to advertise and pre- 
sent the film in our theatres as a 
new show should be presented. Why 
Hollywood continues to stomach 
press previews and why the industry 
continues to screen its productions 
and encourage such comments on 
merit of pictures so that it is classed 
before the public has had a chance 
to see it and decided for itself 
whether it likes it or not, is beyond 
me. 

In his report Kuykendall also dis- 
cussed dual bill evil, admission taxes, 
Minnesota law restraining operation 
of consent decree, Florida and Ne- 
braska anti-ASCAP laws, television, 
national defense and other industry 
problems. 

In commenting on the consent de- 
cree he said he was hopeful pro- 
ducer and distributor interests will 
go into new order of selling with 
fair concept of what can and cannot 
be done. ‘They must,’ he said, ‘if we 
are not to have continuous dissen- 
sion. We await with much interest 


‘In Navy’ (U) bows | 


week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
okay $5,000 after strong $8,700 first 
week at State. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 


15-20)— 
|‘Forbidden Adventure’ 


(Indie) 


| ‘School for Husbands’ (Indie) 
| $1,500, first week. 

| Gopher (Par-Singer) 
| ‘Penalty’ (M-G). 
| by critics. 
| week. Poor $1,600 indicated. 
| week, ‘Affectionately Yours’ 
| dismal $2,000. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
39-44)—‘John Doe’ (WB). 
to brisk $9,000 and may 
| two weeks downtown. 
“‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 


(998; 28)— 


Last 





| days. 


He | 


| 500; 35-40-50) — ‘Broadcast’ 





| 40-50)—‘Woman’s Face’ 


28)— | 
‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) and ‘Melody for | . 
Three’ (RKO), dual first-runs, in for | coupled with 
Last week,| (UA) (lst week) for nice $6,000. 


Roughly handled | 
Will be luckly to last out | 

Last | 
(WB), | 


(2,300; 28- | 


be good for} week ‘Woman’s 


En route! for second week. Fair $4,000. Last 
Face’ (M-G) (2d 

week, | run), n.s.g. $3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


and Louis- 


; : : . |* Wagons 
creasingly with domestic conditions | 


| and present statistical information so 
| market can be most effectively cul- 


Zaer fight films, big $11,200 in nine 


State ‘(Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—'Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Leigh- 
Olivier combo no draw and out after 
six days at poor $4,000. Last week, 


‘Wings’ (Par), neat $7,500. 
Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39 )— 
‘Nicht in Rio’ (20th). Satisfactory 


2500 indicated. Last week, ‘Zanzi- 
i bar’ (Par). Big $3,000. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44) 


—‘Model Wife’ (U). Mild $1,500 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Magic Music 
(Par). mild $1,400 and ‘Dare Not 


ee 


‘HAMILTON’ GREAT 66 
IN IMPROVED PORT. 


Portland, Ore., June 10. 
‘That Hamilton Woman,’ well 
| plugged by papers, is winner at the 





|Broadway, with ‘Knew All the 
| Answers’ nearly as good at the 
|Orpheum. ‘Blood and Sand’ is best 
h.o. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
'50)—'Hamilton Woman’ (UA) single 
'billed for great $6,000. Last week, 
Roll’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Rep), okay $4,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
(20th) 
and ‘Dead Men’ (20th), second week, 
m.o. from Orpheum, good $3,900. 
Last week ‘John Doe’ (WB) moved 
from Paramount, nice $3,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 55-$1.50)—(Second runs again 
this week.) Last week, ‘Fantasia 
(Disney) near capacity most of single 
week, hearty $6,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) —‘Knew Answers’ 
(Col) and ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col), 
satisfactory $6,600. Last week ‘Broad- 
cast’ (20th) and ‘Dead Men” (20th) 
made strong $6,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)}—‘Blood and Sand’ 
(20th) and ‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) 
second week doing nice $4,500. First 
week, great $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
Y (MG) and 
‘Wait for You’ (MG) opened well, 
probably get high $5,500. Last week, 
‘Dictator’ (UA) closed fourth week, 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ 


| 





‘Circus Hits Cincy But 
‘Doe’ Dandy $13,000 


Cincinnati, June 10. 

General b.o. score of major houses 
currently is in stride with last week’s 
fair rating for early summer. Ring- 
ling-Barnum circus, however, was a 
biz diverter over the weekend, Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 

This week’s topper is ‘John Doe,’ 
which is racking up a dandy Albee 
mark. ‘She Knew All Answers’ is 
on slow side at the Palace while 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ is mild at 
Keith’s. Other three ace stands have 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Dandy $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par), good $11,- 
000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Wings’ (Par). Moveover from Albee 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
Love’ (Col), five bad days, $700. | 
| 





‘Navy Smash 106 in Pittsburgh 





‘Kid’ Okay $13,000; ‘Broadcast’ $4,500—‘Feeling’- 
Crosby N.S.H.; Others Off 





‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) and ‘Great | 


| Swindle’ (Col), split with ‘Cowboy | 


and Blonde’ (20th) and ‘Knockout’ | 
(WB). Seasonal $1,800. Same last 
week for ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) and | 
‘South Panama’ (PRC), divided with | 
‘Roundup’ (Par) and ‘Rookies Pa- 

de’ (Rep). 
ie ~~ URKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Switched from 
Palace for second week. Okay $4,500. 
Last week ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), sad 
$2,700. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). Mild 
$3,700. Last week ‘Love Crazy 
(M-G) (2d run), great $6,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Third week on 
front line, swell $4,200. Last week 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) third week on 
moveover schedule, okay $3,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Knew All Answers’ (Col). Tame 
$8,500. Last week ‘Blood Sand’ 


(20th), good $11,090. 


Det. Flooded With 
H.0.’s; ‘Blood’ Sturdy 
$15,000; ‘Wings’ 12G 


Detroit, June 10. 

Holdovers are plentiful here but 
they’re due to good biz. Where a 
few weeks ago slim product and a 
desire to milk pictures was _ re- 
oe for the epidemic of h.o’s, 
the present stretching is warranted. 

For the first time in several years 
the towns two biggest houses, Fox 
with ‘Blood and Sand’ and ‘Naval 
Academy,’ and Michigan’ with 
‘Wings’ and ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 
have held over their bills simultane- 
ously. The pair should continue to 
top the town in their second week, 
being not far off from normal biz on 
the repeat getting little challenge 
from the United Artists’ offering as 
fresh product ‘Miss Bishop’ and ‘Un- 
certain Feeling,’ which left the crix 
in accord with only the titles. 

Palms-State, with holdovers, prob- 
ably will slide ahead of the new bills 
with its judicious pairing of ‘Billy 
the Kid’ and ‘Love Crazy.’ 

United Artists will shutter next 
Wednesday until fall product moves. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-55) 
—“King of Zombies’ (Mono) and 
‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono). Helped by 
holdovers is looking for brisk $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) (3d 
wk) and ‘Voice in Night’ (Col), nice 
$6,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) (2d wk) and with 
‘Dr. I. Q.’ on stage, to help Mondays. 
Splendid $15,000 follows last week’s 
terrific $25,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-50 )—‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB) (2d wk). Wel- 
come $12,000, after last week’s great 
$19,000. 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000: 30-40-55) 

(Continued on page 11) 














the film opened 
headed for holdovers in most spots. 


ter than ‘Buck Privates.’ 
do plenty. 


Public may be bothered, beset and bewildered by the 
defense emergency, but the American people still have 
their sense of humor and ‘Navy’ is hitting the risibles 
It is going to have competition 
as a laugh leader, however, since Paramount is send- 
ing out availability dates on Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope in ‘Caught in the Draft,’ which had its initial 
showing during the week in Boston—and big. 
bar,’ with the same two leads, is packing the subse- 


in just the right place. 


quents in the small towns. 


Exhibitors find no necessity for a Catalina flying 
boat in order to sight the smash business in store 
when the new Abbott-Costello starrer, ‘In the Navy’ 
(U), is ready for first-run showings. 
in a dozen additional keys and is 


are out of the lobbies and it is evident that Universal 
has a bombshell in this second film headed by the 
musical comedy and radio comedians. 
If it only does as well it will 


‘Navy’ Storms Pitt 


‘Navy’ turned in the best gross of the year for the 
State, Pittsburgh. Other reports, Chicago, wham and 
heldover; San Francisco, slick; Cleveland, swell; Provi- 
dence, excellent; Baltimore, best in town; Seattle, fine 
(2d week); and Louisville, strong, holdover. 

Into the first run situation came several other good 
films during the week, including ‘One Night in Lisbon’ 
(Par), which more than justified the hopes which 
sprung from one or two earlier bookings; ‘Billy the 
Kid’ (M-G), which is hitting the bullseye in the wide 
open spaces of the west and south, and ‘Sunny’ (RKO), 
a screen version of the famous Marilyn Miller stage 





NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


Abbott-Costello’s ‘Navy’ and Crosby-Hope’s ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ Laff B. O. Tonics—June Jitters’ Antidotes 








musical in which 
tage. 
week. 
Current week 
hibitors last 
The tear buckets 


It may do bet- 


Anna Neagle is appearing to advan- 


It opens at the Music Hall, New York, this 


The June jitters, anticipated by apprehensive ex- 
month, 
newer releases are turning out to be better on the 
screen than in their spotty advance trade advertising. 


are fast disappearing as 


Nifty Holdovers 


Meanwhile, previous strength manifested by ‘Blood 


and Sand’ (20th-Fox), ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), ‘I Wanted 


for each of films. 


cinnati. 
‘Zanzi- 


and Cleveland. 
fair in its second 


turned. 


chopper, 


be packed with entertainment. 
tiply every laugh on the screen by 50 tickets in the 


Wings’ (Par), ‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) and ‘A Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) is maintained in a score of holdovers 


The Ibanez story of the bull-ring is 


in its second or third week in nearly every booking. 
The score: greats, Detroit, Seattle; better than good, 
‘Frisco, Los Angeles, Kansas City, Portland and Cin- 


‘Wings’ touched a strong $22,000 in Brooklyn, and 
good second weeks in Minneapolis, Detroit, Chicago 
It was light in Washington, and only 


run in Cincinnati. 


With many exhibitors away for the week attending 
the annual MPTOA convention in Los Angeles, where 
all the weighty trade questions involving double bills, 
ASCAP, additional taxes, consent decrees, army camp 
competition and over-tired defense workers are being 
discussed, it appears that the boxoffice back home is 
doing all right in their absence. 

Few will admit it, but it may be that the tide has 
Newer films may never go down in screen 
history as great sociological treatises but they seem to 


+ 


| way Limited’ (UA) twinned. 
the | 





You can usually mul- 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Senator) 

Only the Fulton’s picking up the 
slack in the decline this week. ‘In 
the Navy’ is doing a smasheroo, best 
this house has done in more than a 
year. It'll go three weeks at least. 
Otherwise, biz continues off, Bob 
Crosby at Stanley, with ‘That Un- 
certain Feeling,’ sliding to his poor- 
est figure yet at WB deluxer. 

Senator had a natural in ‘Great 
American Broadcast’ for local ex- 
ploitation, since Pittsburgh is the 
home of radio and KDKA, mentioned 
in the picture several times, is 
world’s pioneer station. Air tie-ups 
were combined with music-counter 
plugging for good results. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)—‘In 
Navy’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
comedy a life-saver for this spot. 
House had figured to close for sum- 
mer but ‘Navy’ shall run three or 
four weeks, which would hold shut- 
tering off until the end of July. 
Looks like $10,000 for a getaway, the 
biggest gross this spot “has clocked, 
save for the opening session of ‘Fan- 
tasia’ at roadshow prices, in more 
than a year. Last week, ‘Horror 
Island’ (U) and ‘Man Made Monster’ 
(U), poor $3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Billy the Kid’ (MG). Not much 
enthusiasm for Robert Taylor’s idea 
of Bill Bonney but should hit good 
$13,000 anyway. Last week, ‘Wings’ 
(Par), about $13,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Love 
Crazy’ (MG) (3d wk). Brought here 
after successive stanzas at Warner 
and Penn. William Powell-Myrna 
Loy click still has enough left for a 
profitable $3,000. Last week, ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) pretty awful at 
$1,400. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Broadcast’ (20th). Mixed notices 
for this one, but Alice Faye, John 
Payne and Jack Oakie carry mar- 
quee strength since ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 
particularly at this site where ‘Alley’ 
got four weeks last winter. Present 
pace indicates poor $4,500, and will 
not hold over. Last week, ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col) five days for swell 
$4,000 while twin bill of ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Cowboy and 
Blonde’ (20th), brutal $1,000 in four. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and Bob 
Crosby’s band. Not going for the 
band and picture isn’t helping much 
to $13,000, way off. Poorest Crosby’s 
done here in several visits. Last 


week, Victor McLaglen-Simone 
Simon in person, with the help of 
holiday, boosted ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) to $18,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wings’ (Par). Shifted here from 
|Penn, and doing only fair $4,800. 


Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (MG), also 
a moveover from Penn, sensational 
at $9,300, best biz a h.o. has done 
here in year or more. 


‘KID’ STRONG $12,000 
LEADER IN OKAY K. C. 


Kansas City, June 10. 

Strength of the town is on Main 
street where the Midland is doing 
swell with ‘Billy the Kid,’ a natural 
for this area. Also all picture houses 
are taking in more money than a few 
weeks ago and the only explanation 
is better films. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and. Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) spurting irito a 
second week. Following up its in- 
itial blast capably and will register 
$5,500. First week’s big $9,600, best 
in these twin spots in weeks. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Billy the Kid’ (MG) and ‘Broad- 
First 
would probably be enough to pull 
the crowd here, but dual policy is 
maintained. Taylor film getting 
main patronage of the town. $12,000, 
fine. Last week ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lone Wolf Takes a Chance’ 
(Col) got a good start with the holi- 
day trade and came in with a strong 
week at $11,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) singled. 
Not too strong on the week days but 
a bullish week-end, and may stay for 
10 days for $7,700, satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
didn’t live up to its name, and gar- 
nered mild $5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110 - 10 - 30)— 
‘Cowboy and Blonde’ (20th) and 
‘Crazy Show’ unit on stage. Neither 
hefty and gross, a light $5,700. Last 
week ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep) 
filled the screen between Ted Lewis 
stage shows which were the main 
reason for a big take of $11,000, at 
increased scale. 











Fred Bonnem Ups 
Detroit, June 10. 
For 21 years RKO salesman 1n 
Detroit, Fred Bonnem now has taken 
over the entire territory of Eastern 
Michigan. He replaces Bert Tighe, 
who resigned. 
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Frisco Hurt by Outdoor Attractions: 


‘Lisbon’ Mild 12G, ‘In Navy’ $9,200 1.0. 





San Francisco, June 10. 
With nice weather hurting mati- 
nees, baseball and the Ice Follies at- 
tracting strong attention nights, and 
generally unsettled conditions di- 
verting spending to necessities, all 
was quiet on the Frisco front this 


week, holdovers being the rule. Only 
new entry, ‘One Night in Lisbon,’ 
sold as a scorcher, doing only aver- 
age biz at the Paramount. ‘Kane’ {is 
holding up nicely at the Geary, with 
advance sales still bullish. 


Compared with previous film road- 
shows at the same house, which had 
the benefit of advertising and pub- 
licity in the three Hearst papers 
closed to ‘Kane,’ the Welles’ flick is 
doing surprisingly well, nudging 
grosses of ‘Lost Horizon,’ and top- 

ing items like ‘Midsummer Night’s 
ee and ‘Captains Courageous.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-40-50)— 
*Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Bride Wore 
Crutches’ (20th) (2d wk). MHasn’t 
done as well as expected, with aver- 
age $10,000 likely. First week, dis- 
appointing $16,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Kane’ (RKO). Third week 
staris today. Second week just shy 
of $7,500, with interest still lively. 
Inserts in 14,000 copies of Liberty 
mag used this week by theatre. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and Ray Bolger 
on stage. (2d wk). Holdover going 
for nice $10,000, okay. First week, 
hefty $16,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U) (2d wk). Abbott- 
Costello team demonstrating staying 

ower for slick $9,200. First week, 
$14,500, excellent. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). Top picture 
being sold as the ‘Love diary of a 
blonde bombshell.’ Satisfactory $12,- 
000. Last (2d-final) week of ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘People Kildare’ 
(M-G), strong $11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50) — ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G) (moveover). 
Indications point to fair $5,000. 
Last week, moveover of ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) and ‘Washington Melo- 
drama’ (M-G), nearly same. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Slump taking its toll with so-so 
$7,000 telling story. First week, dis- 
appointing $10,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Billy the Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Reach- 
ing for Sun’ (Par) (2d wk). Another 
depression victim. Not much at 
$8,000. First week fair $13,000, but 
good pickings for this house. 


‘Sunny’ Slick $6,200, 
‘Doe’ 8G in OK Omaha 


Omaha, June 10. 

Omaha doing better with ‘John 
Doe,’ ‘Model Wife’ plus ‘Carnival of 
Fun’ on stage, town’s leader, and 
*‘Sunny’ attracting most attention. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB), strong $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘Shot in 
Dark’ (WB), good $8,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Wolf 
Chance’ (Col), swell $6,200. Last 
week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col), ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col) and Baer-Louis 
fight, fine $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 25-40- 
55) —‘Model Wife’ (U) and Dave 
Apollon-Willie Shore stage show 
‘Carnival of Fun,’ trim $13,000, but 
not big for this theatre. Last week, 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
Friends’ (20th), mild $11,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-40-55) 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), split with 
‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), ‘Dark, 
Handsome’ (20th), ‘Mr. District At- 
torney’ (Rep). Last half at regular 





prices, 10-20-25. Nice $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) split with ‘Man Be- 


trayed’ (Rep), ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Free Easy’ (M-G), meagre $800. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Sheriff Tombstone’ (Rep), ‘Guy, 
Gob’ (RKO), ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB) triple split with ‘Dangerous 
Game’ (U), ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th) 


and ‘Knights Range’ (Par), ‘Foot- 
steps Dark’ (WB), ‘Nice Girl’ (U). 
Mildish $1,100. Last week, ‘Train 


Robbery’ (Rep), ‘Pals Pecos’ (Rep), 
‘Make Music’ (RKO) plus Baer-Louis 
fight, triple split with ‘Flaming Lead’ 
(Cap), ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB), 
‘Code Range’ (Col) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO), ‘Eve’ (Par), meek $980. 

Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Gone With 
Wind’ (M-G) split with ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par), ‘Dark, Handsome’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
(Rep), fair $1,200. Last week, ‘Lady 
Eve’ (Par), ‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ (RKO). 
‘Ride Again’ (Par) split with ‘Son 
Monte Cristo’ (UA), “Texas Rangers 
Ride’ (Par) and ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(RKO), mild $1,000, 





+ 
+. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
2... Seer $1,448,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
a Ae $1,278,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 168 theatres) 


Extended Runs In 
Improved Seattle; 
Blood’ Big $8,500 


Seattle, June 10. 
Again the cycle is for extended 
runs with biz continuing to show 
improvement started with Memorial 








Day week. ‘Blood and Sand’ only 
new entry, okay, and ‘Hamilton 
Woman’ and ‘In Navy’ holdover 
favorites. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G), (2d 
wk.), hot from Paramount theatre, 
$1,500, poor. Last week (58-87-$1.15- 
$1.50) ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) road- 
| Showed, mild $5,000, not warranting 
2nd week. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35) — ‘Men’ Boystown’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) 
(2d run), poor $2,000. Last week, 
‘Toppers Return’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Eve’ (Par), with Louis-Baer fight no 
help, $3,400, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50) — ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Cowboy and 
Blonde’ (20th) (2d wk.), $5,400, big. 
Last week, same films, slick $8,100. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d wk.), 
fine $5,000. Last week, same film, 
$8,400, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) (3d wk.), 
$1,600, dismal. Last week, same 
films, $2,800, swell. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Vaquero’ (20th) (2d wk.), mighty 
fine $4,500. Last week, same films, 
wonderful, $8,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) and ‘Angels 
Broken Wings’ (Rep), dual, plus 
vaude, $5,000, okay. Last week, 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and ‘Lucky 
eed (U), plus stage, $4,300, fair- 
ish. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), big 
newspaper campaign exploiting this 
only major new one in the burg, 
looks headed for great $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G) (2d wk.), five days, 
very poor $2,600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ (RKO) (2d run), $1,800, slow. 
Last week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Four Sons’ (Col) (2d run), fair $2,- 
600. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-30)—‘Footsteps Dark’ (WB) and 
‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) (2d run), okay 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G) and ‘Mary Dugan’ 
(M-G), good at $2,400. 


Buff Mild, ‘Blood’ 11G, 
‘Sunny’ Dualed, $7,000 


Buffalo, June 10. 





down with biz considerably tamer 
Duals on tap again 
‘Blood Sand’ is mildish topper. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)-— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Wore 
Crutches’ (20th). Ambling along for 
soft $11,000. Last week, ‘Billy the 
Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Magic in Music’ 


(Par), not too forte at nearly $12,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Pot o’ Gold (UA) 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) (2d wk), slid 
off to okay $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Billy 
the Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Magic Music’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Fair $7,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) (2d run), 
as expected, so-so $7,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Great 
Swindle’ (Col). Offish, but oke 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Lady Cheyenne’ 
(U) and ‘Lost Himself’ (U), good 
$6,800. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Shot Dark’ 
(WB). Not too fancy $7,000. Last 
week (30-55). ‘Met Argentina’ 





(RKO) and ‘Laff America’ on stage, 
under hopes at $10,000. 





Ticket window activity has quieted | 


everywhere. | 
| (750: 


‘WINGS’ 71/2G, MONTREAL 


Not Much Theatre-Going, but ‘Fan- 
tasia’ Swell $6,000 Second Week 








Montreal, June 10. 

Victory Loan displays, fine wea- 
ther, higher prices, black-outs and 
Norma Shearer p.a. smashed grosses 
last week. ‘Fantasia’ and ‘Wings’ are 
leaders. 

Estimates ior This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 43-88)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Pointing 
to good $6,000 after excellent $9,000 


last week. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Sighting 
$5,500, good considering. Last week 


‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G), fair $5,000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Nurses Secret’ (WB). Possible 


$5,000 ahead, fair. Last week ‘Flame 
New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Double Date’ 
(U), $4,500, weak. 

(2,800; 35-53-67 )—- 


Loew’s (CT) 
‘Wings’ (Par). Good $7,500 in sight. 
(M-G), 


Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
okay $6,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Model Wife’ (U) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(Col), $2,500 only so-so. Last week 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par), poor $2,000. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). Little in 
sight over weekend. Probable $2,000, 
poor. Last week ‘Miss Bishop’ (UA), 
$1,800, ditto. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘Recif de Corail’ (4th 
wk.). About paying for light, $600 
on tap. Last week, $800. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
30-40) — ‘Voix sans Visage’ and 
‘L’Amour en Cage.’ Slumping heav- 
ily with $2,500 in sight, poor. Last 
week ‘Petites Alliees’ and ‘Jim La 
Houlette,’ weak $2,200. 


‘CRAZY’ 116, BEST PROV. 
HOLDOVER; ‘NAVY’ 106 


Providence, June 10. 

For the first time in many moons 
three out of four first-run houses 
have holdovers, all doing nicely de- 
spite heat over week-end. ‘In Navy‘ 
at Majestic, ‘Love Crazy’ at State, 
head pack. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (reissue) 
and ‘Nurses Secret’ (WB). Manag- 
ing to hold own for good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G) (2d run), nifty 


$6,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 
‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) 
good Pulls’ (RKO). Gene Autry a 
favorite with the juve trade and 
helping to neat $4,500. Last week, 
‘Horror Island’ (U) and ‘Law and 
Order’ (U), good $4,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Pulling for swell 
$10,000, after bell-ringing $15,000 in 
opening stanza. 








10-25-35) — 
and ‘Scatter- 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘People 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still soar- 


ing nicely for grand $11,000. Got big 
lift in closing session of first stanza 
for hefty $15,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50) — 
‘Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). Persistent 
press campaign helping to carry for 
good $6,000. Opening session knocked 
off terrif $10,500. 





Abbott-Costello $4,000 
In Healthy Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., June 10. 
‘In Navy’ is taking the play away 
from other houses at the Paramount- 





Cooper Lincoln. Stiffest competi- 
tion, offered by ‘Sunny’ at Varsity, 
is below the Abbott-Costello starrer | 
by a hefty margin. General tenor 
of the town’s biz, however, is good. © 
B.o. wasn’t blitzed as badly as ex- 
pected by loss of student 
gone now till September. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial 
10-15) 


traffic, 


| 
(Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
‘Cyclone Horseback’ 


(RKO) and ‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col) | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


and ‘Young | 10-25-40)—‘In 
Lady’ (20th). Looks to snag pleasant! best bet for $4,000 with possibly ex- 





| split with ‘Bullets. Rustlers’ (Col) | 
and ‘Before Hang’ (Col). So-so $850. | 
Last week, ‘On Trial’ (WB) and 
‘Saddlemates’ (Rep) split with 


‘Torchy Dynamite’ (WB) and ‘Fron- | 
tier Crusader’ (PRC). Strong $1,050. | 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; | 
Navy’ (U). Town’s | 


tended time. Opening terrific. Last | 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) folded in} 
stretch for only mild $3,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par)| 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Black Cat’ (U)| 
and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) looks for 
fairish $1,750. Last week, ‘Dead 
Men’ (20th) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(20th) anemic $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; | 
10-25-40) — ‘Million Dollar Baby’ | 
(WB). Weakest sister of Big 3, but 
good enough for neat $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par) rallied amaz- 
ingly for three days additional time; 
and powerful $4,400. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-25-40). ‘Sunny’ (RKO). In place 
spot by virtue of word-of-mouth for 


above par $3,300. Last week, ‘Knew Last ( 
‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). big $12,090. 


Answers’ (Col). Faded to $2,850. 


Tourist Coin Too Thin to Transfuse 
Anemic L.A.; ‘Lisbon -Harry Owens 


Top $18,000; Gold 186; 


Sunny 9!56 





7, 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Be is cnccds codes $251,500 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


Heat Curls Wash. B.0.; 
‘Face’ Sweet 206 But 
‘Wings’ Mild, ‘Kane’ Sad 


Washington, June 10. 

Now the heat is back to add its bit 
to the general apathy. So it’s just 
as well there are only three new pic- 
tures to divide among the customers. 
Most of biz is going to ‘Woman's 
Face,’ at Capitol, with Palace’s 
‘Wings’ running a mild second, and 
‘Reaching for Sun,’ at Earle, strag- 
gling. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carzitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66 ) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) plus Major 
Bowes unit, on stage. Romping into 
lead easily with excellent $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), fair 
$17,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d run). In fourth 
downtown week and still good for 
healthy $4,500. Last week, same pic- 
ture, sweet $7,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), plus Victor 
McLaglen personal on stage. Ailing 
sadly with poor $13,500. Last week, 











‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), good 
$18,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Kane’ (RKO) (4th wk). 


Winds up this Thursday with final 
stanza sad $4,000. Last week, holiday 
week boosted it some, but still a 
meagre $6,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Doe’ (WB) (2d run). Good enough 
for third week downtown, $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB), very 


good $6,900. 
(1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65) 


National 
—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk). 


Los Angeles, June 10. 

Despite fact that eastern tourists 
are commencing to hit town in 
droves, picture biz generally has not 
taken the upward turn that has been 
looked for. Only bright spot in town 
currently is the Paramount, where 
‘One Night in Lisbon’ with Harry 
Owens’ Hawaiian ork, looks headed 
for a bright $18,500. 

Jimmy Roosevelt’s ‘Pot o’ Gold’ is 
bringing just fair results to Loew’s 
State and Grauman’s Chinese, and 
‘Sunny’ will not hang up any rec- 
ords at the RKO and Pantages, nor 
will the Warner reissue of ‘Devil 
Dogs’ at the Downtown and Holly- 
wood. Holdovers are only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (19th 
wk). Extended-run pulling in cus- 
tomers and next to final week looks 
like another good $6,500. Last week, 
with the holiday, biz jumped to big 
$8,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC} (2,034; 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) and 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G). Not very 
hot at around $8,000. Last week, 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) and ‘Cow- 
aor and Blonde’ (20th), good $11,- 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) reissue 
and holdover of ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB). Another dismal week 
in sight with probable $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Baby’ (WB) and ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB), very poor $6,500. 


El Capitan (RKO) (1,571; 83-$1.10- 


| $1.65)-—‘Kane’ (RKO), Probably will 
|stick another couple of weeks al- 


though current (5th) not expected to 
garner much more than $4,000. Last 
week brought weak $4,600. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G). In- 
itial week hitting around $4,700, fair. 
Last week, ‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(4th), topped $1,800. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 





—Devil Dogs’ (WB) and _ second 
week ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 
Started poorly and slim $6,000 in 


sight. Last week, ‘Baby’ and ‘Singa- 


House not air-cooled, so may droop! pore Woman’ (WB), poor $6,200. 


with the heat. Still may see $9,000 
this week after 
$10,000. 


last week’s good 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Wings’ (Par). Disappointing and 
won't hold over after its n.s.g. $15,- 
000. 
(UA) (2d wk, satisfactory $13,500. 





Meagre Memphis Biz, 
‘Crazy,’ ‘Devil Dogs’ Best | 


Last week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ | 





Memphis, June 10. 


This is a week of retakes and little | 
biz. Except for Columbia’s 


Knew All the Answers,’ town 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘First Beau’ 
(Col). Not much for this pair and 
$5,000 looks ‘like the answer. Last 
week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 


|‘Dare Not Love’ (Col), okay $8,600. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and 
Harry Owens. Once more hitting a 
normal pace to solid $18,000. Last 
week (3rd), ‘Wings’ (Par) and Dick 
Himber ork on stage, $9,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2.872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘First Beau’ (Col), 
Geared for slow $4,400. Last week, 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col) okay $8,700. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404: 30-44- 


‘She | 55-75)—‘*Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘People 
is |Kildare’ (M-G). 


Very dismal $10,000. 


jammed with repeaters and reissues.| Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 


Both Loew houses have holdovers— | ‘Cowboy 


the State ‘Love Crazy’ and the Pal- | 
ace ‘Billy the Kid.’ Warner’s revival | 
of ‘Devil Dogs’ is going comparative- 
ly better trade than these two, 
Estimates for This Week 


New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- | Shriners Bop Indpls. ; 


33-44)—‘She Knew Answers’ (Col). | 
Bennett-Tone not too bullish at $3,000. | 
Last week, ‘In Navy,’ $5,800 (eight | 
days), better than expected. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— | 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Powell 
and Loy holding up to swell $3,700 


Last week, same, $5,600, splendid. 
Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), three 
days (2d run); ‘Topper Returns’ | 
|} (UA), two days (2d run); 
Saddle’ (Rep), two days, 


weak. Last week, ‘Model Wife’ (U) 
and Baer-Louis fight (2d run), three | 
days; ‘Horror Island 


| 30-44-55)—‘Blood Sand’ 
| ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). 
|hit $4,200 on moveover. 


| have 


‘Back| the Apollo joined 
$1,400, | closing for keeps. 


Blonde’ 
about as expected. 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) 


(20th), $15,900, 
(2,100; 
(20th) and 
Will likely 
Last week, 


Warner (WB) (2,300; 10-33-44)—.| ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Sleepers 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). With little else | West’ (20th), weak $3,400. 
new in sight, Cagney-O’Brien Ma-| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
rine fracas might get up to $4,500.|—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Cowboy 
Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d/|Plende’ (20th). Should hit okay 
wk). $3,300, okay. | $6,000. Last week, moveover bill, 
Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— | ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) end ‘Sleeper 
— ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d wk). Pac- | West’ (20th), good $7,000. 
ing nicely to $3,000 Last week, —— ~~ 
| ditto, $5,400, fair. a 


™ 
‘Crazy’ Strong $10,000 
Indianapolis, June 10. 

With 20,000 Shriners in town to at- 
tend the national convention other 
attractions are so heavy that films 
little draw. Hence, biz is 
lighter than would ordinarily be ex- 
pected split among the three houses 
which still open. During the week 
the Indiana by. 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 


(U), two days,| 40)—Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘West 


and ‘Guy, Gob’ (RKO) (2d run), two| Point Widow’ (Par) average $7,000. 


days, $1,250, pathetic. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 10) 
—Love Crazy’ (M-G) (3d wk) 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d wk). 





and | *‘Woman’s Face’ 
Latter | ington 


Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Too 
Many Blondes’ (U) same $7,200. 
Loew’s ‘(Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (Col) good $10,000. Last week, 
(M-G) and ‘Washe- 
Melodrama’ (M-G), okay 


moved over from United Artists with | $9,200. 


nifty $8,000 coming up. Last week, | 


Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50) — 


‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washington | ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) and ‘Grand- 


Melodrama’ (M-G), okay $8,000. 


55)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Un- | 
certain Feeling’ (UA). Dull $7,500 
week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) anc 


| father’s Follies’ 
United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- | $8,000. 


on stage, average 
Last week, ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB) and Horace Heidt orch, ter- 
rific $18,000 and kept from new 
house record only by three days of 


i} torrential rain. 
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> British Film Workers Union Moves 
To Aid Boothmen’s Draft Deferment: 


Exhibs Deplore 


London, May 22. 


Labor has broken into the man- 
power and film exhibition tangle. 
Tom O’Brien, boss of National 
Assn. of Kinema Employees, is seek- 
ing to line up powerful Trades Union 
Congress in support of plea to gov- 
ernment for a ‘fair’ deal in cinema 
operation. 


Union chief claims that when new | 


July draft regulations go into effect 
industry will be left with about 350 
available boothmen. O’Brien depre- 
cated head-in-sand attitude of the 
exhibitors whom, he asserted, should 
have long ago taken news of this sad 
outlook to the general public. They 
sat back or were Satisfied with ad- 
dressing memos to the government, 
he said. 


NAKE militancy 1s as result of 
findings showing a wholesale depar- 
ture of theatre personnel. In some 
cases, operators, faced with uncer- 
tain future in cinemas, are taking 
up jobs in munition and vital indus- 
try plants, figuring that’s where 
they'll be drafted. O’Brien insists 
government will have to amend the 
manpower regulations with a defi- 
nite pronouncement that it’s a re- 
served occupation or the exhibition 
game will be stifled. His broadside 
is stirring up aq lot of attention 
among exhibs. 

Making the picture even more 
blue is the wholesale takeover of 
femmes in the cinemas. Exhibs had 
been told by government to train 
women projectionists to replace the 
male operators; this has been put 
into work. Usherettes are not lag- 
ging behind in the trek. 

For months it’s looked as if the 
government was playing safe about 
the picture game. Despite frequent 
utterances, nothing official has ever 
been indicated that cinemas would 
remain untouched. All other forms 
of industry have been brought into 
line for the war effort. 

Move by the unions should at least 
bring the question into the open. 





ren to weather storms and face 
| losses over a term of years amount- 
| such losses, however, Tait is certain 
that the corner will be turned in 
| the near future, and also that there’s 





London, May 22. 





Loss of Personnel 


| 


| 
New British Production | 


London, May 22. 

| Film production outfit has been 
|formed by Edward Black, producer 
|of Gainsboro product. Carries tag 
|of Edward Black Productions, Ltd., 


ito engage in production and exhibi- 
tion. Mrs. F. C. Black is co-sub- | 
| scriber, 

Edward Black has handled most of 
| the big-budget features for Gains- 
|boro and 20th-Fox on this side. 


DENIES LEGIT IN 
AUSTRALIA 
IS MIRED 


Sydney, May 23. 

E. J. Tait, managing director of 
Williamson-Tait, is emphatic that 
Australian legit fs not ‘mired,’ as 
mentioned in Variety some time ago. 
Recently, Variety pointed out that 
going on the evidence of so many 
revivals over a long span, legit could 
jnot be classed as ‘over-healthy’ in 
|this zone. 
Tait indicated that only the fore- 








i es 














In London Studios 


London, May 22. 


Ealing Studios handed the second 
femme role in ‘Ships with Wings’ to 
Ann Todd. John Clements, Betty 
Marsden, Graham Penley, John Lau- 
rie and Anthony Pilbeam are also 
in the cast. 


—__ 











Butcher’s has tagged its new fea- 
ture ‘Face the Music.’ Film is using 
a bunch of radio talent, including 
Chili Bouchier, Betty Driver, Ruby 
Miller and Bunny Doyle. 





Scripting of Warners’ current 
Teddington big-budgeter, ‘You Can't 
Escape Forever,’ went to Brock Wil- 
liams and Edward Dryhurst. 





Elsie and Doris Waters, vaude- 
radio team, signed for a one-picture 
deal with F. W. Baker. Butcher’s 
Film Service will release. Feature is 
set to get underway in June. 





Joyce Howard into John Baxter’s 
‘The Common Touch.’ Feature, 
working at Alstree, stars Greta Gynt 
and Geoffrey Hibbert. British Na- 
tional releasing. 





Recent death of Kurt Alexander 
will likely nix filming of ‘Blitz 
Hotel. He was producer-director 
for the indie offering, and planned 
to use a number of show biz names. 





Speculation Rife on the Feasibility — 





RECORDINGS AS 
GOODWILL AIDS 


Havana, June 8, 
Henry Leiser, French refugee and 








|sight of his brothers’ and himself 
had made it possible for a keen de- 
termination to win through against 
almost overwhelming odds. The 
| Taits, according to E. J., instead of 
|taking and distributing all profits 
from 1920 to 1929—the greatest years 


in the history of the local stage— 
put their earnings into real estate, 
and these interests had proved so 
strong that the income _ enabled 





|ing to almost $1,000,000. Despite 


no question of ‘miring’ insofar as his 
unit is concerned. 

Tait pointed out that the Tait boys 
and one other person (unidentified), 





Seeking a way out of the antici- | owned the majority of the 375,000 


pated projectionist shortage, when| ordinary shares which provided the 


men are removed from the reserved 
occupations list in July if under 35, 


exhibs are mulling a scheme for | the past 11 years. 


| capital of the unit, and they (Taits) 
had had practically no return for 
When asked how 


pooling all available operators. Move! they kept going, Tait replied, ‘sim- 
is figured as only means of sidestep- | ply with guts.’ 


Ping a shutdown of many theatres. 

Snag to such a plan 
would entail a revision of the entire 
wage-scale for boothmen. 
now in first-run locations are not 
going to swap to a nabe house and 
take the cut in pay, not, at least, un- 
less a standard wage agreément is 
worked out between exhibs and the 
union. It’s unlikely labor would take 
kindly to the idea, even under pres- 
sure of emergency, after having got- 
ten present wage-scales. Some of 
the sub scale exhibitors are indicat- 
ing they’d be prepared to pay the 
higher rate to keep their cinemas 
running. 

A long-standing worry in exhibi- 
tion was removed when Government 
announced there will definitely be 
no shortage of projection essentials. 
Fear was widespread in view of re- 
ports from manufacturers. Just an 
error, sez Board of Trade. 


FEAR FOR BEN COHEN 
ON TORPEDOED SHIP 


Anxiety for the safety of Ben 
Cohen, Metro’s South African theatre 
manager at Durban, and his wife, 
Was expressed by Loew officials in 
N.Y. this week when it was learned 
that the S. S. Robin Moor on which 
they sailed May 6 was reported lost 
at sea in last Monday’s (9) dis- 
patches. Wire report stated that the 
steamer had foundered after being 
hit by a Nazi torpedo and that 11 had 
been rescued by a Brazilian boat. 

It wasn’t disclosed whether mem- 











is that it| 


we entire! London's Traditionally 


Shakespearean Old Vic 
In Switch to Moderne 


London, May 22. 
Management of Old Vic theatre 
traditionally Bardian, has established 


la touring company—but it won’t be 
playing Shakespeare. A cast of 
| thesps headed by Walter Hudd will 
present modern stage pieces, with 

U. S. writers Robert Ardrey and 
William Saroyan contributing ‘Thun- 
der Rock’ and ‘Time Of Your Life,’ 
respectively, to the showbill. After 
110 weeks on the road, company will 
come into the West End. 

Ardrey’s play has already been 
seen in London; the Saroyan frolic, 
last year’s Pulitzer prize winner on 
Broadway, will be new to Britishers. 

Proposition is bankrolled by a 
prominent arty group. Some crit- 
|icism is beiing voiced at its support 
|to the foreign plays and players in- 
cluded in the scheme. 














‘RISE’ LONDON CLICK 


|Legit Revue Makes Debut at the 
Comedy Theatre 








London, June 10. 


‘Rise About It’ is the latest legiter 
to hit the West End. 


Amusing, unpretentious 





revue 


bers of the crew or some passengers | looked like a click in its debut at the 


were saved. 


Comedy theatre last week (5). 


ex-Paris film director, whose Asocia- 
cion de Radio y Television Inter- 
cambio Panamericano plans to make 
all the Latin-American republics and 
the United States culturally closer 
to one another through a system of 
recordings, intends to confer -with 
Nelson Rockefeller on the project. 
On the results of these conferences 
will hinge the success or failure of 
ARTIP. He goes equipped with his 
first recording designed about Cuba 
for Mexico and called ‘La Comparsa.’ 
Piece includes poetry and the music 
of Ernesto Lecuona. 

Leiser has been in Cuba working 
on his scheme for a year since his 
escape across the Spanish border 
from the Germans when France was 
occupied. . 


Workers Ask Boosts 
From 8 U.S., 1 Mex 
Distribs in Mex City 


Mexico City, June 10. 

Employees of all U. S. distributors 
and one Mexican film distributor 
have appealed to labor officials here 
asking an adjustment of contracts in 
effect for the last two years. 

Workers seek additional pay and 
other concessions. Two months have 
been allowed for negotiations. U. S. 
distribs involved are Universal, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists, Paramount, 
Metro, RKO, Columbia and Warners. 
Felipe Mier is the lone Mexican dis- 
trib. 


‘BAKER’S WIFE’ KNEADS 
1006 SUIT FOR HAKIMS 














new complaint in N. Y. federal court 
last week against Raphael, Robert, 
and Raymond Hakim seeking dam- 
ages of $100,000 for alleged misrep- 
| resentation and libel. Plaintiffs are 
the distributors of the French film, 
‘The Baker’s Wife,’ having acquired 


the distribution rights from the 
Hakim Bros. 
Plaintiffs claim that numerous 


U. S. distributors, including the de- 
fendants, had tried to exhibit the 
picture in the U. S. without avail. 
The defendants sold the rights of 
distribution they possessed to Nat 
Sanders and Joe Malcolm in July, 
1939, for $11,000, it is claimed. They, 
in turn, formed the plaintiff corpora- 
tion, and after cutting the film, ex- 
hibited it at the World theatre, N. Y. 
When the picture started to make 
money, it is alleged the defendants 
conspired to harrass, annoy and libel 
the plaintiff, claiming they owned 
the film, and so notified exhibitors, 
thus causing cancellation of dates. 





The Baker’s Wife, Inc., re-filed a | 


Of British Cinema Hours Extension: 
No Marked BO. Increase So Far 





Ed Goldman in N. Y. 


Edmund Goldman, Columbia's 
manager in the Philippines, arrived 
in New York for home office hud- 
dles Wednesday (4). He plans stay- 
ing in N. Y. for at least a month. 
Joseph McConville, Columbia’s 
foreign chief, presently on an in- 
spection trip through the Latin- 
Americas, is due back the end of this 
month. 


OUTLET SOUGHT 
BY WB IN 
AUSSIE 


Sydney, June 23. 
Warners’ quitting of Hoyts on 


product supply as from November 
next is expected to pave the way for 
some new setups tried by U. S. pic 
interests in this territory. , 

Anticipation is that Warners will 
go to Greater Union Theatres, which 
unofficially is said to have been dick- 
ering with the unit for quite a spell, 
although one G.U.T. exec said that the 
loop had sufficient product on hand 
to take care of its needs for the pres- 
ent. Still, it’s admitted, the Warner 
service to G.U.T. would set the loop 
in a very powerful position. 

There’s talk, however, that War- 
ners may seek to sink some frozen 
coin with an indie exhib to get ade- 
quate protection for a term of years, 
similar to that gotten by 20th-Fox 
with Hoyts through financial hold- 
ings in the latter theatre chain. Dif- 
ficulty would be for Warners to get 
the break because the government is 
giving close attention to all financial 
dealings. In New South Wales, with 
a labor government in power, the 
situation is tougher for U. S. distribs 
seeking Aussie break-ins. ~ 

Majority of indie exhibs are 
watching very closely contemplated 
moves by certain U. S. distribs to bid 
for exhibition rights in the key cen- 
ters, and, according to many, would 
like to see the government step in 
and put a quick stop to any such 
steps, especially preventing any fur- 
ther growth by Metro. 

Distribs, however, faced with a 
heavy frozen coin problem, figure 
the government may agree to thea- 
tre buy-ins in order that coin stick 
in this zone beyond the duration of 
the war. 20th-Fox is set in Hoyts; 
Metro runs its own chain, and War- 
ners, of course, is eying the G.U.T. 
arrangement, 














London Coliseum Has 
Booked Boxing to Pix; 


Now It’s Symph Orch 


London, May 22. 

The Coliseum has seen many 
changes since the war started, rang- 
ing from newsreels, boxing, and 
picture re-issues but future offering 
will be something new for the West 
End. Theatre will carry Jack Hyl- 
ton’s presentation of the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, when he 
bows the combination there June 2. 
It’s first time a classy musical set- 
up has been given such attention in 
West End. Malcolm Sargent will 
conduct. 

Hylton took over the Philhar- 
monic orchestra when it ran into fi- 
nancial trouble. Impresario took 
it on the road, playing theatre and 
variety dates for big business. 


CARR DUE IN N. Y. 


UA’s Co-Chief in England Clipper- 
ing This Week 














London, June 10. 
Teddy Carr, co-director of United 
Artists in Great Britain, is due to 
leave here this week for Lisbon, 
where he'll board the Clipper for 
the United States. 
George. Archibald, the other UA 





chieftain in England, recently ar- 
rived in the U. S. 


- 


. 


London, May 22. 

First operation of the new ex- 
tended hours for cinemas has gone 
into effect, with the nation as a 
whole following London’s lead and 
taking its screentimes through to 10 
p.m. In the main, it’s an extra hour 
of entertainment, and comes as re- 
sult of the new forward movement 
whereby a further 60 minutes was 
plussed to. the already existing hour 
advance. New time is dubbed ‘Mor- 
rison Time’ by the natives, after 
William Morrison, home secretary. 

A couple of angles invite specula- 
tion. To gain the extra closing 
hour, cinemas must open one hour 
later in the -morniag. This morning 
trade had become considerable gravy 
to exhibs, but seemed to add up to 
something like a pain in the eco- 
nomical side of the government. 
Their Saving Campaign is covering 
a lot of ground, and cutting the 
morning hour would indicate gov- 
ernment is not wishful of the citi- 
zens going for entertainment. If 
they’ve nothing else to do with their 
time, authorities can find plenty to 
occupy them, they say. 

The night trade carries its own 
danger spot. It’s expected to be 
heavy, although business thus far 
has shown no marked upswings at 
the boxoffice. Unless there’s some 
definite proof of support to the later 
screening, exhibs will find them- 
selves without a comeback to gov- 
ernment’s grab of manpower, i. e.,, 
projectionists, ushers, etc. Cinema 
operators have been squawking 
they’d be forced to shut down if the 
grab went on, making great play 
for the need for entertainment in 
wartime. [Further details on the 
Government draft depieting theatre 
personnel in adjoining columns.] 

Industry opinion is already cagey 
in commenting on the extra biz pos- 
sibilities, intimating the public will 
take time to swing over to the habit 
of p.m. picture going, discarded with 
winter and air-radio. 


PUSH U.S. PROD. 
OF FOREIGN PIX 











With the dearth of strong inde- 
pendent foreign-language product 
forcing them to handle re-issues, 
both foreign and domestic, indie for- 
eign picture distributors are seeking 
a way to encourage such produc- 
tion in this country. Several distribs 
are attempting to interest former 
French-language producers, present« 
ly refugees in the U. S., to launch 
such pix. Their angle is that pro- 
duction of foreign-language films for 
arty houses is a better approach for 
refugee filmites to break into Holly- 
wood than by turning out quickies. 

One of the leaders in this endeavor 
is World Pictures. World is con- 
vinced that such features would have 
a $50,000 to $200,000 turnover, with 
some of the films suited for extended 
playing time via the state rights 
market, admittedly now in the dol- 
drums. They believe foreign pro- 
ducers will be able to turn out a 
picture for $30,000 to $40,000, and 
| that their return on such an invest- 
ment would be greater than trying 
to make good with $200,000-$400,000 
features in Hollywood. 

Foreign film distributors not only 
have virtually exhausted their sup- 
ply of French and strong indie Brit- 
ish pictures, but there is no indica- 
tion of new product for some time 
to come. 


DAVE ROSE EN ROUTE TO 
REPORT ON G.B. TO PAR 


David Rose, managing director for 
Paramount in Great Britain, is due 
in New York around June 15 for 
vital home office confabs. Under- 
stood that many important subjects 
concerning the setup on the British 
Isles will be up for consideration, 
the trip from London at this time 
being made by Rose because of the 
crucial matters to be decided. 

Rose also is expected to reveal 
latest developments on quota pro- 
duction in England under present 
conditions, 
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| tirring British War Documentaries 
| Good Model for U.S. Pic Propaganda’ 



























| 
Jroup of documentary films, including | 
eighbours Under Fire,’ ‘Health in War,’ 
Se over Front Line,’ ‘Air Communique, 
hey Also Serve’ and ‘Musical Poster No, 
produced by Strand Films, G.P.O. Fiim | 
lit, Realist Film Unit and Ministry of 
formation all for the M. of I., Great 
jtain. At Museum of Modern Art Film 
eatre, N Y., June 6. ‘41. Running time 
six shorts, 45 MINS. 


= 








New York’s Museum of Modern 
ct Film Library is presently offer- 
Sg 15 recent documentaries from 
igland as part of its exhibition of 
he Art of Britain at War.’ The six 
orts shown last Friday (6) are typi- 
1 of the other nine subjects, which 
‘e shown on two other days in ro- 
tion, furnishing a comprehensive, 
‘ipping resume of the British Isles 
irying on under the Nazi blitz. 
he Ministry of Information released 
ie films. 

Documentaries will continue to be 
10wn daily at 4 p.m., plus 6:30 and 


30 p.m. Wednesdays until June 29. 
hey will be shown only at the two 
te performances Wednesdays after 
vat date. 


Remarkable part about these docu- 
entary subjects is that the high 
chnical quality has been main- 
tined—and though obvious propa- 
inda films (documentary is the 
ord applied because of the current 
= igma attached to propaganda) they 
ce gripping and never dull. 
Six pictures in this group give a 
ca “imly, realistic summary of Britain 
xing along with its normal duties 
hile looking after neighbors who 
ave lost their homes by bombing, 
iring for the nation’s health in war- 
me, the stoicism of those stationed 
{ the Dover coastal defense line, the 
‘ork of the Royal Air Force, 
id the strenuous task confronting 
ie average housewife during the 
resent conflict. Something of the 
ritisher’s grit and calm under all 
rcumstances pervades each sub- 
‘ct. American producers of de- 
‘nse films may well profit from see- 
ig the entire 15 subjects because, 
ndoubtedly, they represent the M. 
jf I. propaganda effort at its peak of 
ficiency. It is the sort of propa- 
anda which is most effectual be- 
ause so smartly executed, and as 
ich, hardly falls into the present- 
ay accepted category of blatant 
ufferoo. In the event of greater war 
@ Mergency, the. British ‘information’ 
Sa ictics may well be copied by the 
@ ’. S. which is fast realizing the 
rowing need for such a service. 


™ ‘Neighbours Under Fire’ by Strand 
hea ilms gives a grim closeup of what 
Pa ccurs in a typical English village 
= — (ter it has been bombed by the 
Bem ermans. Central figure in all ac- 
vities is a helmeted minister. Final 
tery shows a crowded air-raid 
1elter with hundreds peacefully 
eeping as the muffled thunder of 
ea ir raiders barely seeps in from 
See Dove. Narrator emphasizes the ‘one 
ang ig family’ idea. 

= G.P.O. film unit contrasts the war 
gainst disease in normal times with 
rhat has been happening under the 
fazis’ constant strafing from the air 
fa) ‘Health in War’ subject. Film de- 
sills how the sick, infirm, helpless 
nd children were moved away from 
ondon when the bombings began. 


Possibly the most dramatic film of 
roup is ‘Dover Front Line,’ also by 
P.O. Narrator stresses the point 
lat everything is quite all right at 
over despite bombardment from the 
Trench channel ports and continued 
ir attacks, obviously covering the 
iree-month period ending last Sept. 
5. Shows cinemas, roller skating 
inks and all business going forward 
s usual. Film interviews typical 
esidents, with the ‘thumbs-up’ spirit 
kl evidence from the small child on 
weg Pp to the officer in charge of an anti- 
a orcraft unit. Actual scenes of bomb- 
@a1g Of a convoy going through the 
mea Over Straits, dog fights in the sky, 
mem ttacks on the balloon protection 
ings and anti-aircraft batteries in 
ction heighten the short. 

‘Air Communique’ shows how 
cores are reckoned in air fights. Be- 
ides laying stress on the RAF. 
1ethod of checking Nazi plane 
asualties, the film is intensely inter- 
sting in actual air-fighting scenes. 
Producer shrewdly has taken Sept.’ 
5 as a big day in the British effort 
o thwart German raider planes with 
pe tally ‘185 planes downed’ that 
ate. 

How those who serve at home have 
s difficult a task as the munitions 
yorker, the soldier on duty or the 
fice worker carrying-on despite 
ne war, is the thesis for ‘They Also 
erve,’ produced by Realist Film. 
‘he dawn-to-nightfall activities in a 
ypical two-day period of the aver- 
ge housewife are employed to punch* 
ome this message. Short comes 
losest to being a theatrical produc- 
‘ion of the lot. , 

“Musical Poster No. 1,’ designed and 
lirected by Len Lye, is a fantastic 
»ut effective blending of color effects 
nd sound to draw audience interest 











’*% 
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to a warning to the public. This 
message is contained in printed bold 
titles carrying out the idea to be 
careful, ‘the enemy is listening to 
you, what you do, where you live, 
where you work.’ Short runs less 


‘than three minutes but is highly ef- 


festive in cautioning the average 
citizen not to give enemy any infor- 
mation, carelessly or inadventently. 
Wear. 





The Reluctant Dragon 


(Carteon-Live Action Feature) 
(PART TECHNICOLOR) 
(One Song) 


RKO release of Walt Disney production. 
Features Robert Benchley. Live action 
director, Alfred L. Werker; cartoon seé- 
quences director, Hamilton Luske. Screen- 
play, Ted Sears, Al Perkins, Larry Clem- 
mons, Bill Cottrell; additional dialog, 
Benchley and Harry Clork; story for ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ cartoon sequences adapted 
by Ed Penner and T. Hee from Kenneth 
Grahame’s English fairy tale; Baby 
Weems’ cartoon sequence. Joe Grant, Dick 
Huemer and John P. Miller; camera (black 
and white), Bert Glennon; Technicolor, 
Winton Hoch; editor, Paul Weatherwax; 
score, Frank Churchill and Larry Morey; 
special effects, Ub Iwerks, Joshua_ L. 
Meador; animation, Ward Kimball, Fred 
Moore, Milt Neil, Wolfgang Reitherman, 
Bud Swith, Walt mag Jack Campbell, 
Claude Smith, Harvey Toombs. Previewed 
June 5, ‘41, in oe room, N. Y. 
Running time, 73 MINS. 

Robert Benchley........++ Robert Benchley 


Mrs. Benchley....cccccossssss Nana Bryant 

Guide. .ccccccscoceee eoccees-- Buddy Pepper 

DOPIBs 040 s50cs0e0d0 eoeseees- Frances Gifford 

Dragon’s Voice......seee++.Barnett Parker 

Sir Giles’ Voice......ee.++.-Claud Allister 

Little Boy’s Voice... ae erescveseve Billy Lee 
an 


the staff of the Disney studios, including 
Florence Gill, Clarence Nash, Norm Fer- 
guson, Ward Kimball, Jimmy Luske, Alan 
Ladd, Truman Woodworth, Hamilton Mac- 
Fadden and Maurice Murphy. 





Ever a trail-hewer, Walt Disney 
has once more created a film entirely 
different from anything ever before 
seen in a theatre. A bold and nervy 
stroke is ‘The Reluctarit Dragon.’ It’s 
an out-and-out trailer for the Disney 
studios—a trailer which Disney and 
RKO hope to sell at feature picture 
prices. 

There’s a very good chance that 
they may be successful, too, for the 
picture has plenty of entertaining 
qualities and should do a better than 
moderate gross at the b.o. It’s a lot 
less than sensational, however, and 
may suffer at the hands of some of 
the critics, especially those in the 
big towns, but will have no trouble 
earning plenty of good word-of- 
mouth. 

Attitude taken by exhibitor or- 
ganizations and film buyers after 
they have seen the pic may deter- 
mine its success or failure. There’s 
a possibility they will rear up on 
hind legs and shout, ‘No, we won't 
pay money for a 73-minute plug for 
Disney.’ In that case there will be 
trouble. On the other hand, they 
cannot gainsay the film’s entertain- 
ment value, trailer or no, and play 
it as they would any other feature. 


A curious coincidence is the re- 
lease of ‘The Reluctant Dragon’— 
planned two to three years ago—at 
this particular time, when Disney’s 
studio employees are on strike. Dr. 
Goebbels couldn’t do a_ better 
propaganda job to show the work- 
ers in Disney’s pen-and-ink factory 
a happy and contented lot doing 
their daily chores midst idyliic sur- 
roundings. 

The film, in its essentials, is a trip 
through the Disney plant — inter- 
spersed with cartoon shorts to in- 
sure the picture’s appeal. It’s not 
half so bare, however, as that, the 
whole thing being cleverly done to 
provide plenty of humor in both the 
cartoon and live action portions. In- 
cidentally, aside from the introduc- 
tory sequences in Disney’s ‘Fan- 
tasia,’ this is the first film to com- 
bine cartoons and humans on a 
large scale. 


(Nana- Bryant) reading Kenneth 
Grahame’s famed fairy tale, “The 
| Reluctant Dragon.’ She’s struck by 
| the idea that it would make a fine 
Disney film and rags Benchley, in 
the w.k. femme manner, into call- 
ing on Disney to sell it to him. 
| Benchley tries every way he knows 
to evade the assignment and, even 





after he is admitted to the studio, 
‘escapes’ from his guide (Buddy 
Pepper) so that he won't have to 
face Disney. 

His ‘escape’ takes him _intc 
strange doors and strange rooms 
In each of them the employees 
quickly recognize him as ‘Bob 
Benchley and endeavor to make 
everything clear to him. The per- 
sistent guide eventually finds him 





again and prods him into the Dis- 
ney presence—which is in a projec- 
tion room. Before Benchley has a 
chance to spring his ‘idea’ the lights 
go out and a new Disney film ap- 
pears on the screen. It’s, of course 
the story Benchley has come to sell. 
‘The Reluctant Dragon.’ 


In his stumbling through the 
plant, Benchley (and the audience) 
see some eight operations in the 
making of cartoons, plus three full 
shorts and hunks of a number of 


Pic opens with Benchley’s wife | 


-Miniature Reviews 


‘The Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). 
Feature-length Disney should do 
okay at the b.o., although a 
trailer for Disney studio. 

‘Out of the Fog’ (WB). Cast 
performances highlight film ver- 
sion of play, ‘The Gentle People.’ 
Nominal biz in regular runs. 

‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Slick laugh 
programmer. Strong key dual 
supporter may surprise with biz 
in subsequent bookings. 

‘West Point Widow’ (Par). 
Sufficiently entertaining B pro- 
grammer for supporting spots 
along the family circuit. 

‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Not too 
convincing anti-Nazi meller for 
nominal biz. 

‘The Richest Man in Town’ 





(Col). Tediously slow short 
reeler stretched to feature 
length. For minor dualers. 

‘The Nurse’s Secret’ (WB). 


Whodunit, with Regis Toomey 
and Lee Patrick, a robust ‘B 
dualer. 

‘Paper Bullets’ (PRC). Under- 
world meller unfolds at speedy 
pace. Good support for the pro- 
gram houses. 

ee i eeeneianaall 
other Disney features in work, not- 
ably ‘Bambi.’ 

There’s the sound effects room, 
the voices of Donald Duck and 
Claga Cluck (Clarence Nash and 
Florence Gill) in action, studio art 
class in which the model is an ele- 
phant, the multiplane camera room, 
paint mixing laboratory, prop sculp- 
turing department, animators and 
scenario department. There are 
also a few incidental operations in- 
cluded. 

Cartoons, which are segued in by 
the process of making it appear 
that they are what the various de- 
partments are working on, include 
‘Baby Weems, ‘How to Ride a 
Horse’ and ‘The Reluctant Dragon. 
There are a number of new Disney 
characters, all excellent and good 
for future use, such as ‘Baby 
Weems,’ infant genius who explains 
to Einstein why his theory is wrong, 
etc., and ‘The Dragon,’ a pleasant, 
old girl, who is reminiscent of 
‘Ferdinand the Bull’ in that she’d 
rather/ write poetry than breathe 
fire and fight. 

There’s a possibility that Disney. 
in his effort. to popularize the pic- 
ture, will disappoint many people, 
for the revelations of studio tech- 
nique are kept to a minimum and 
given only in the most general sort 
of way. 

Many of the performers in the 
live action portions are Disney em- 
ployees doing their actual jobs, al- 
though virtually all of the speak- 
ing parts are handled by profes- 
sionals. In the latter category are 
Benchley, Nana Bryar.t, Buddy Pep- 
per and Frances Gifford. 

Beginning of the film is in black 
and white. It cleverly shifts into 
Technicolor when Benchley gets to 
the camera room where the color 
work is done. Presence of the tints 
is called to the audience’s attention 
by Benchley’s sudden discovery that 
his tie, clothing, book, etc., now are 
of vivid hues. 

In addition to strains of many old 
Disney tunes used throughout the 
film, there’s one new one, “The Re- 
luctant Dragon.’ It has some of the 
possibilities of ‘Whistle While You 
Work,’ but is not plugged long 
enough or heavy enough in the film 
to get across with any sock. 

Direction of Alfred L. Werker 
keeps the live action zipping along 
If there’s any slowness, it’s in the 
cartoon division. The whole thing 
is played for laughs and much of it 
earns them. 

Whatever results the picture at- 
tains at the b.o.. and they should be 
good, if exhib complications don’t 
arise, Disney must be at least given a 
top grade for effort. Again he has 
come through with something differ- 
ent, something to make people talk 
about films, which, after all, is just 
what the b.o. needs right now. 

Herb. 


OUT OF THE FOG 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Warner Bros, release of Henry Blanke 
production. Stars Ida Lupino, John Gar- 
field; features Thomas Mitchell, Eddie Al- 
bert, George Tobias, John Qualen, Aline 
McMahon. Directed by Anatole Litvak. 
Screenplay by Robert Rossen, Jerry Wald 
Richard Macaulay, from play ‘The Gentle 
People,’ by Irwin Shaw; camera, James 
Wong Howe; editor, Warren Low: special 
effects, Rex Wimpy; Ass’t director, Lee 
Katz; dialog director, Jo Graham. Pre- 
viewed at Warners Beverly, June S, “ai. 
Running time, 85 MINS, 








a ee renee Ida Lupino 
SB AR Pe eae John Garfield 
Jonah Goodwin...ecccces.. Thomas Mitchell 
George Watkins...... Obb6b 5000 Eddie Albert 
Ay? ENNIS sen cGecteneees George Tobias 
8 ge Pe ee eee eee John Qualen 
Florence Goodwin........Aline MacMahon 
Aemistent: Do Ass. .ssee eee-s-Jerome Cowan 
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Es +5 6.60b s 6.00.4 Chee $0606 60500 Leo Gorcey 
Officer Magruder..........Robert Homans 
SEM POODSP s.... 0c 0c08e «e.--Bernard Gorcey 
PD SEOCININEE 5006008 66000005 Paul Harvey 





This is a film version of Irwin 
Shaw’s play, ‘The Gentle People,’ 
which was presented on Broadway 





by the Group Theatre two years ago 
with moderate success. Transposi- 


tion to the screen requires changes 
of the original to conform to re- 
quirements of the Hays. sapolio 
squad, which tend to lessen the main 
objectives of Shaw’s play. Never- 
theless, excellent casting and per- 
formances, careful production and 
mounting, and. marquee strength of 
the toplining names will carry ‘Out 
of the Fog’ through the regular runs 
for nominal biz as a standard at- 
traction. ; — 
Story is a simple tale 0 e- 
PB me simple folk residing ad- 
jacent to Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn. 
Two cronies, tailor Thomas Mitchell 
and short-order chef, John Qualen, 
escape their hum-drum surround- 
ings in a small fishing boat which 
putt-putts around the bay. Small 
time racketeer arrives to milch the 
pair of $5 a week for ‘protection of 
the moored boat. Mitcheil is mili- 
tant, but meek Qualen prevails 
upon him to go along with the deal. 
However, pair finally contrive to 
kill the racketeer when he demands 
their savings scraped up for a 
larger boat—and also has intimate 
associations with Mitchell’s daugh- 
ter, Ida Lupino. But their plan of 
knocking Garfield out and tossing 
him in the bay goes awry when he 
stumbles overboard and is drowned. 
The gentle people go back to 
normal, and Miss Lupino discovers 
her love for Eddie Albert is the 


| real thing. 


Picture is a study in characters, 
and stresses that factor rather than 
dramatics or comedy. As in the 
play, there’s a Turkish bath se- 
quence for comedy delivery by 
bankrupt George Tobias which 
catches maximum reaction. Rela- 
tions between Miss Lupino and 
Garfield and only intimated in the 
screen version. Play’s climactic 
finish, detailing actual murder of 
Garfield by the two victims of his 
racketeering is also switched—and 
not too. skillfully—to accidental 
death; both to cover Hays code re- 
quirements. 


Director Anatole Litvak did a 
workmanlike job in handling the as- 
signment of keeping things going 
mainly on incident and human re- 
actions to problems that arise. Gar- 
field fits neatly into the familiar 
groove of a rough and tough 
racketeer, but major responsibility 
for carrying the tale along rests 
with Mitchell and Qualen. Both 
turn in creditable performances. 

Ida Lupino is the daughter grasp- 
ing at Garfield’s approaches in order 
to escape her environment. Eddie 
‘Albert is the girl’s waiting sweet- 
heart, while Aline MacMahon re- 
turns to the screen in brief appear- 
ances as a nagging wife. Leo Gor- 
cey, Robert Homans and Tobias are 
most prominent in support. 

Story sticks close to the fog- 
fringed waterfront and displays ex- 
ceptional merit in the art direction 
and sets devised. Temper of the 
setting is accentuated by low key 
lighting employed by James Wong 
Howe on the photographic side. 

Walt. 


TIGHT SHOES 


ox Hollywood, June 7. 
Universal release of Mayfair (Jules 
Levey) production. Features John How- 
ard, Binnie Barnes, Brod Crawford, Anne 
Gwynne, Leo Carrillo. Directed by Albert 
S. Rogell. Screenplay by Leonard Spigel- 
gass and Art Arthur: origina) story by 
Damon Runyon; camera, Elwood BPredell: 
editor, Otto Ludwig. Previewed at Alex- 
ander, Glendale, June 6, ’41, Running time, 





}87 MINS 

aumeny yt Steere yee eee John Howard 
ma bil. tesa eeeeeeesseseeees Binnie Barnes 
ta ee eee Brod Crawford 
— cs Seewheeke6nsateesidea onl Anne Gwynne 
meee ©$0E500660666s0060606 0008 Leo Carrillo 
+t iega tees eserecesesesss.- Samuel S. Hinds 

BAY sc cccccccccccececocees -Shemp Howard 
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Blooch -TO6PhG 60066006 640600088 Ed Gargan 
District Attorney.......... Selmer Jackson 
SN 6s nenvsee Robert Emmett O’Connor 


ener FF. oso ccccccs Sader Tom Dugan 





‘Tight Shoes’ retains the strong 
flavor of Damon Runyon’s wit and 
comedy, specifically the New Yorkese 
brand of slang so ably expounded to 
the American public through Run- 
yons syndicated column. It’s a 
whirlwind laugh-getter, studded with 
hilarious episodes, and rolling along 


picture has a chance of riding 
through metropolitan keys on Run- 
yons rep if expert exploitation {s 
utilized. Turned out on a moderate 
budget, ‘Tight Shoes’ will ride 
through the regular runs as a top- 
notch laugh supporter, and may sur- 
prise in the subsequent houses. 

Picture is the second production 
for former film sales executive Jules 
Levey, turned out between ‘Boys 
from Syracuse’ and the forthcoming 
Hellzapoppin.’ His guidance is most 
creditable, and an example _ to 
veteran Hollywood producers that 
one with close experience for many 
years with audience requirements 
can uncover the magic formula of 
successful picture-making. 

Runyon’s original story is not too 
strong in texture but it abounds with 
rapid-fire dialog and surprise situa- 
tions that hold interest at a peak 
throughout. John Howard is a 
struggling shoe clerk who fits ward 
leader Brod Crawford with a pair of 
tight shoes at latter’s insistence. The 
misfits institute numerous compli- 
cations. Crawford gets a hunch to 
switch bets on horses at the track; 
is discredited by the political boss 
and upbraided by his showgirl sweet- 





heart, Binnfe Barnes. He buys the 


at a zippy pace. Carrying low volt- | 
age for marquee dressing in the cast, | 


shoe store to install a hideaway dice 
game in the rear, and fires the re- 
sponsible shoe clerk. But Howard, 
egged on by city editor Richard 
Lane, exposes the underworld con- 
nection of the councilman up for re- 
election; gets plenty of publicity to 
run for office, beat the machine and 
have Crawford tossed out of power. 
Both the undercover boss and Miss 
Barnes take up with Howard, his 
head is temporarily turned, but he 
comes down to earth in time to 
marry sweetheart Anne Gwynne in 
a ceremony preceded by one of the 
most spontaneous fights lined up in 
many a day. 

Crawford hits consistently as the 


flashy ward boss, while Binnie 
Barnes provides an _ outstanding 
characterization as the quick- 


tempered and fast-thinking showgirl 
who graduated from 10th avenue 
and burlesque. Howard handles the 
role of the not-too-brilliant college 
grad who gains office in spite of 
himself in convincing style. Leo 
Carrillo is the store proprietor; 
Richard Lane the aggressive editor, 
and Samuel S. Hinds the political 
boss. Shemp Howard and Ed Gargan 
provide broad comedy as Crawford's 
stooges. 

Scripters Leonard Spigelgass and 
Art Arthur have successfully trans- 
formed the Runyonesque yarn to the 
screen, and director Albert Rogell 
does a topnotch job of speedy pilot- 
ing to catch every laugh possible. 

Walt. 


WEST POINT WIDOW 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Paramount release of Sol ©. Siegel proe 
duction; associate producer, Colbert Clark. 
Stars Anne Shirley; features’ Richard 
Carlson. Directed by Robert Siodmak, 
Screenplay by F,. Hugh Herbert and Hans 
Kraly, based on story by Anne Wormser; 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl; editor, Archie 
Marshek; Ass’t director, C. ©. Coleman, 
Jr.; dialog director, F. Hugh Herbert. 
Previewed in studio projection room, June 


5, '41. Running time, 63 MINS. 
BMORCP WO scscecscccseesesecd Anne Shirley 
Jimmy Krueger....... e+..-Richard Carison 
Rhody Graves........ -+..-Richard Denning 
Daphne....... PYTTTTT TT Frances Gifford 
Mra, Willits....ccesses ee... Maude Eburne 
Mrs, Graves..ccoccccce Soeeee Janet Beecher 
Dr. Spencer. .cccecccsescecs: Cecil Kellaway 
BOO MATIN. coccccccceseesd Archie Twitchell 
Bophie......ccccevcccceces Lillian Randolph 
BIER EINE. coccvccscccecesss Patricia Farr 
; Sharon Lynne 
SOMME. occ ccscoces ess UDeanna Jean Hall 
Mr. Metapoulos.......:e.+.:- Eddie Conrad 





This is an unpretentious romantic 
drama aimed to fill in as supporting 
fare in the family duals, and amply 
achieving that mark. It’s the first 
production for Sol C. Siegel at Para- 
mount after graduation from Re- 
public—also initial directing job of 
Robert Siodmak in this country after 
turning ’em out in France prior to 
the blitz. 

Despite a below-par script and 

rather sophomoric dialog direction 
by scripter F. Hugh Herbert, picture 
rings in the cute little baby angle to 
hold audience attention at more than 
nominal interest. Anne Shirley is a 
nurse in a hospital, pursued by 
interne Richard Carlson, but secretly 
taking care of her infant daughter. 
Seems she was the brief wife of a 
West Point grid hero, with marriage 
quickly annulled on promise of re- 
marriage after the boy’s graduation 
from the Academy. Carlson dis- 
covers the secret, but pursues his 
campaign until graduation of the 
father, and then steps in to take over 
the youngster and wife for his own 
when the graduate forgets his former 
sweetheart. 
_Tale is unfolded with the regula- 
tion formula situations, and, despite 
the consistent pace at which Siod- 
mak sets the tempo, is decidedly 
lacking-in the dialog delivery, pre- 
sided over by Herbert. Anne Shirley 
and Carlson carry the burden of the 
picture as the twosome in good style, 
assisted by Maude Eburne, Lillian 
Randolph, Cecil Kellaway and 
Richard Denning. Picture might 
have been made a bit more interest- 
ing with more polishing technique 
by the writers. Walt. 


MAN HUNT 


Hollywood, June 10. 


20th-Fox release of Kenneth Macgowan 
production, Stars Walter Pidgeon, Joan 
Bennett; features George Sanders. Di- 
rected by Fritz Lang. Screenpiay, Dudley 
Nichols, based on the novel ‘Rogue Male’ 
by Geoffrey Household: camera, Arthur 
Miller; editor, Allen McNeil. Previewed at 
studio projection room June 9, ’41. Rune 
ning time, 100 MINS, 
Captain Thorndike......... Walter Pidgeon 
Jerry (060.0606 00600000bbCbe664 La Joan Bennett 
SEU OOMNNNEN 1.6660 ab066000 60% George Sanders 
eee SOMES co6uceseccccdsant John Carradine 
MN 524 566.00660606h 00% Roddy McDowall 
Sag CEE eT ET EE eee Ludwig Stossel 
Lady Risborough......... Heather Thatcher 
Lord Risborough........ Frederick Worlock 
Captain PODAON. os 00ceesseneace Roger Imhof 
SPONDS. 8 05054404 $0060 06608 Egon Brecher 
Major TREATS TIT TTC eee Lester Matthews 
Farnsworthy....... esecoees Holmes Herbert 
SUMMONED: 5 sa on édben 6acehens Eily Malyon 
Police Lieutenant...ccccesscccccd Arno Frey 
Ambassador........ eoees- Fredrik Vogeding 
Umbrella Man...... $00 0054.05 Lucien Prival 
POPU hiss eves, TITT TTT re Herbert Evans 
OPM cca rrebogs ce eeneves Keith Hitchcock 





Extended operations of the Ges- 
tapo are displayed in this film ver- 
sion of Geoffrey Household’s novel, 
Rogue Male’ Picture catches in- 
terest with melodramatic texture of 
early episodes, but loses its grip at 
the half-way mark to wind up as 
decidedly overfootaged meller and 
not too credulous. Dull in marquee 
Strength and lacking women appeal, 
picture’s best chance for nominal 
biz is in the metropolitan sectors 





(Continued on page 16) 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—4/25/4l1 





Under Age (Col) 5/21 D 59 N. Gray-A,. Baxter 
‘The Big Boss (Col) 5/21 D 69 O. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 4/23 MU 135 J. Garland-J. Stewart 
{The Invisible Ghost (Mono) M 63 B. Lugosi-P. Young 
Roar of the Press (Mono) CD 72 J. Parker-W. Ford 
Power Dive (Par) 4/9 ~ D 68 R,. Arlen-J. Parker 
They Met in Argentina (RKO) 5 14 MU 76 M,. O’Hara-G. Raymond 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) 5/21 D 8 J. Wayne-O. Munson 
Singing Hill (Rep) Ww 173 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
‘Mail Train (20th) M G. Harker-P. Calvert 
Flame of New Orleans (U) 4/30 D 78 M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 3/26 D 128 Vv. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Wagons Roll at Night (WB) 4/30 D 83 H. Bogart-S. Sidney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 





| They Dare Not Love (Col) 4/30 D 75 M. Scott-G. Brent 

‘People vs. Kildare (M-G) 5/7 D 76 UL. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

' The Pioneers (Mono) WwW 61 MT. Ritter 

Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 D ww J. McCrea-E. Drew 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 2/16/38 C 102 K. Hepburn-C, Grant 
Country Fair (Rep) 5/14 C 7 J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

Sheriff of Tombstone (Rep) 5/21 w S Rz, Rogers-G. Hayes 

Black Cat (U) 4/30 D 70 H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 
Thieves Fall Out (WB) 6/4 D 72 &E. Albert-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/41 











Her First Beau (Col) 5/7 CD 76 J. Cooper-J. Withers 

A Woman's Face (M-G) 5/7 D 105 J. Crawford-M. Douglas 

House of Mystery (Mono) 6/4 M 61 K. Kent-J. Kelly 

Gay Vagabond (Rep) 5/21 an jee - hn * ney ha ge 

Great American Broadcast (20th) 4/ . Faye-J. Pa 

Affectionately Yours (WB) 5/7 D 82 M. Oberon-D. Morgan 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 

She Knew Alithe Answers (Col) 5/21 Cc &4 J. Bennett-F. Tone 

Pll Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 D 73 M. Hunt-V. Weidler 

King of the Zombies (Mono) M @ Dz. Purcell-J. Woodbury 

There’s Magic in Music (Par) D A. Jones-S. Foster | 

Desert Bandits (Rep) 5/28 W 356 Dz. Barry-L. Merrick 

Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 4/23 RD 0.3 M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 

Prisoner of Zenda (UA) 9/1/37 RD 100 M. Carroll-R. Colman 

Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 CD 93 T. Kelly-E. Patterson 


Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 D 65 B. Marshall-D. Bruce 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





' Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 D 65 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
i Love Crazy (M-G) 5/14 Cc 7 W. Powell-M., Loy 
Redhead (Mono) Cc & J.Lang-J. Downs 
, Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5 21 Ww 69 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 C 69 G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 6/4 D 72 G.Roland-B. Barnes 
| Saddlemates (Rep) Ww 3 Mesquiteers 
Great Commandment (20th) D J. Beal-M. Moscovich 
} Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 Cc 60 R. Vallee-H. Parrish 
6/11 D 56 L. Patrick-R. Toomey 


The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 








Adventure in Washington (Col) D 84 =YV«. 'Bruce-H. Marshall 
| Billy the Kid (M-G) 5/28 W 9% &. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) w D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 

I Wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 131 R. Milland-V. Lake 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) M S. Gray-H. Sinclair 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 97 A. Neagie-R. Bolger 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 #L. Darnell-T. Power 
=! Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) 6/4 C 85 Abbott-Costello 
CD 102 P. Lane-J. Lynn 


Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 


i Mata Hari (M-G) 

Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 

For Beauty’s Sake (20th) 

Men of the Timberlands (U) 

, Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 

i Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 


G. Garbo-R. Novarro 
R. Corrigan-J. King 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 
M. Weaver-N., Sparks 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 
90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
78 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 


2/12/35 


cezesay 


~ ieee — 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 


The Get-Away (M-G) 


R. Sterling-D. Adams 


D 
Richest Man in Town (Col) 6/12 CD @W OF. Craven-J. Todd 
Gang’s All Here (Mono) Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 
One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 9% M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
ape Bring ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6/21/32 M 60 Frank Buck Reissue 
=: Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 54 L. Roberts-T. North 
Tight Shoes (U)_ 6/11 C 67 J. Howard-B. Barnes 
Broadway Limited (UA) D V. McLaglen-M. Woodworth 
Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 D 85 J. Garfield-1. Lupino 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 


Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74 R&R, Vallee-R. Lane 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 

The Big Store (M-G) Cc Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D L. Gorcey-B,. Jordan 
West Point Widow (Par) cD A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Nevada City (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Mean Hunt (29th) 6/11 D 100 J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
San Antonio Rose (U) MU R. Paige-J. Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 











WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





, Sweetheart of the Camzus (Col) 





_ Puddin’ Head (Rep) 

_ Kamsas Cyclone (Rep) 
| Hit the Road (U) 
Underground (WB) 


J. Canova-F, Lederer 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
G. George-B. MacLane 
J. Lynn-K. Verne 


Cc R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
Medico of Painted Springs (Col) w C. Starrett-T. Walker 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) w T. Keene-B. Miles 
They Met in Bombay (M-G) D C. Gable-R. Russell 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) Ww E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 a 73° Disney Cartoon 

w 

D 

D 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


i) Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island (Col) ; D 
| Barnacle Bill (M-G) cD 





D. Woods-S. Eilers 
W. Beery-V. Weidler 


Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
Moen Over Miami (20th) MU D. Ameche-B. Grable 
Gangs of Senora (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Bachelor Daddy (U) Cc 


Baby Sandy-E. E. Horton 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 








. Ringside “Zsisie (M-G) 
City Limits (Mono) 
Forced Landing (Par) 
Accent on Love (20th) 
Hello, Sucker (U) 


A. Sothern-G. Murphy 

F. Aibertson-L. Grey 

R. Arlen-E. Gabor 

G. Montgomery-0. Massen 
H. Herbert-T. Brown 


(o1-F 4-[e) 


AT STARLIGHT PARK 


in | 


FREE PIX IN BRONX 





Another headache for exhibs 


_the Bronx, N. Y., is new policy of 
pictures for free with the price of 
admish to Starlight Park there. En- 
trance tap is 50c weekdays and $1 
Saturdays, Sundays and _ holidays. 
That includes swimming and locker, 
dancing to a name band and six 
acts of vaude. 

Films will be revivals changed 
|nightly and visible to outdoor audi- 
ence of 1,500. 








Livingstone 


Continued from page 2 





now tabu. Tobis and Alliance now 
have much product in circulation 
| with French dubbed titles. 

The revue houses, with a Nazified 
style of French comedy, are clean- 
‘ing up, as are the niteries. The in- 
time houses, so typical of Gay Paree, 
lare openly classified whether for sol- 
‘daten or offizieren; whether for 
‘French and/or German, etc. None 
|but the femmes who habitually haunt 
ithe bistros have anything to do with 
| the Germans; on the other hand, the 
| Nazis are markedly ‘correct’ in their 
\relations with the French. 
| Newsreels are still projected to a 
lights-up audience. Where the die- 
‘hard French formerly would openly 
read their newspapers, in the lit in- 
terior of their cinemas, now they are 
not permitted to do that, nor can 
|they hoot or catcall. Alternative 
\therefore is to close one’s eyes—or 
|look. Per usual, ushers and man- 
|agerial assistants (suspected as Ges- 
tapos) face the audience at the head 
of each aisle and thus further in- 
timidate any unseemly (to the Ger- 
mans) manifestations. 


Stereotyped Newsreels 


| Newsreels are by rote-and-rule the 
same week-after-week. First two 
\clips always show Nazi nurses feed- 
jing French babies or caring for 
French indigent, to impress the ‘col- 
laboration’; and for the finale it’s the 
|same—showing bang-up war scenes 
of Nazis conquering the British or 
Greeks to cement the idea that the 
;}German war-machine is ever in- 
|vineible. Yet despite this ceaseless 
| propaganda, the effect is never con- 
|clusive on the true French. 

| Meantime, certain Avenue 
Champs-Elysees cinemas have been 
marked off as civilian and soldaten 
theatres, as was the Empire, on the 
Avenue Wagram, which is now a 
soldaten kino and_ schauspielhaus. 
ABC, the other variety theatre, is 
flourishing. Albert, famed boniface 
of French spas, is greeter at Max- 
im’s. Henry Lartigue is operating 
Ciro’s and Les Ambassadeurs for 
himself and the American Clifford C. 
Fischer, now in New York, and 
|cleaning up. Max Bluett is back at 
| the swank Hotel Georges V; he, too, 
is a w.k. figure to American tourists 
and showfolk. 

Rackets 

Maxim’s, on the rue de Rivoli. 
|famed eating place, is the unofficial 
|h.q. of the diplomatique who can fix 
almost anything. An exit visa for a 
|Frenchman from occupied to unoc- 
cupied France is 5,000 francs; for a 
\Jew 25,000; $100 and $500 in U. S. 
exchange. It’s an open racket. 

Jew or Gentile, if you have funds 
in Paris, they will be delivered to 
you either in Marseille, Vichy, Bor- 
| deaux or any other frontier bank- 
ing branch for 15% less your prin- 
ciple. 

All non-‘Aryan’ businesses “have 
been liquidated, coordinated or are 
‘administrated,’ such as Galeries La- 
fayette, which is the No. 1 depart- 
ment store, and actually a public 
stockholding corporation, hence its 
| ‘Aryanism’ is vague. 
| Although an American, Livingston 
not only has his carte d’identite 
marked with ‘J’ (Jew, Jude or Juif) 
but it’s stamped, in French, with 
‘Juif.’ The American consulate 
told him that since the Nazis admin- 
| ister the laws, there is no alterna- 
tive. 
| Livingstone himself was caught in 
|a jam with a French-Hungarian ad- 
| ventures who was committed to 
three years for mulcting, but be- 
|cause he innocently testified in her 
|behalf he was suspected of com- 
|plicity. As result, Livingstone lan- 
|guished in a common jail for four 
| months until the facts he offered 
| were thoroughly investigated and ul- 
|timately proved. Meantime, the Nazi 
|French press berated him as ‘le Juif 
Moises’ (Maurice the Jew) and ‘the 
Hebrew American,’ with constant 
|emphasis on his religion. U. S. con- 
|Sular attaches could do little under 
‘existing cfrcumstances to succor him 
/pending the probe. A Jewish lawyer 
i successfully defended him. 
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Film Reviews 





MAN HUNT 





where the novel's rep and chance to 
hiss Nazi agents might attract. ; 

Household’s tale of an English big 
game hunter and adventurer who 
invades the closely guarded pre- 
cincts of Berchtesgaden to draw a 
bead on Hitler with an unloaded 
rifle, his capture and torture by the 
Gestapo; escape and return to Eng- 
land and further hounding by Ger- 
man agents; and final dropping back 
into Germany with a rifle for a fu- 
ture crack at Hitler, all reads fine 
on paper, but fails to sustain adven- 
turous excitement on screen. — 

Walter Pidgeon is the Englishman 
hounded by the Gestapo in an effort 
to force signing a confession that his 
government was involved in the at- 
tempt on Hitler's life. He does a 
good job of the assignment through- 
out. Joan Bennett is the Limey girl 
who befriends him, but her attempts 
at affected Cockney accents are al- 
ways synthetic. George Sanders is 
generally menacing as the Gestapo 
chief, while John Carradine and 
young Roddy McDowall are best in 
support. : ; 

Fritz Lang's direction maintains 
excellent suspense ih the first half, 
but yarn hits the skids for the sec- 
ond section to wind up with a series 
of overdrawn and inconclusive se- 
quences. From the picture’s exposi- 
tion, England was a beehive of Ger- 
man agents at the outbreak of the 
war, and Pidgeon’s escape to a cave 
in outlands—and final showdown 
with Sanders at that spot—is more 
fanciful than real. 

Picture gets ‘A’ production mount- 
ing throughout, but trimming of 20 
minutes might tighten it‘up some- 
what for better interest. As consti- 
tuted, it’s an adventure tale of hunt- 
ers and hunted on a topical subject— 
but for nominal biz on whole. 

Walt. 


The Richest Man in Town 


Hollywood, June 5. 





des | 





Columbia release of Jack Fier produc- 
tion. Features Frank Craven, Edgar Bu 
chanan, Kileen O'Hearn, Roger Pryor. Di- 
rected by Charles Barton. Screenplay by 
Fanya Foss and Jerry Sackheim; story by 
Sackheim; camera, Phillip Tannura: edi- 
tor, Al Clark; Ass't director, Thomas 
Flood. Previewed in studio projection 
room, June 4, ‘41. Running time, 70 MINS. 
BD “CN. oc ndiccsvccicés Frank Craven 
POUR BOOP. v.vswncesctece Edgar Buchanan 
Se DMs ecadenscuseens Eileen O' Hearn 
erie ee Roger Fryor 
PPS oe rr ee Tom Dugan 
to Se eee George McKay 
Seer ee Tere TT ore Pre Jimmy Dodd 
Penelope Kidwell..iccscceccess Jan Duggan 
ot” rey John Tyrrell 
Cee SO. 6 ic oneee sv ewes Harry Tyler 
Frederick Johnson............. Will Wright 
ee SES bra vwecbas Cane ss Joel Friedkin 

This one shows what happens 


when an attempt is made to hang a 
feature on one incident. and then 
proceed to pad a one-reeler for an 
hour beyond its proper length. 
‘Richest Man in Town’ is slow, dull 
and generally tedious—and between 
the numerous fadeouts and fadeins, 
talks itself to death with 
dialog. At best it’s a filler. 











Story winds endlessly through the 
outward feud of two small towners 
|—- newspaper publisher Edgar 
| Buchanan and banker Frank Craven. 
| Underneath their bitkerings is a 
strong palship, and entire excuse for 
the yarn is predicated on Buchanan’s 
prepared obit of Craven, which the 
latter uses for his friend. In _ be- 
tween, there’s the arrival of a fast- 


moters headed by Roger Pryor, who 


publisher’s daughter, and _ sticks 
around to put the show over on a 
legitimate basis. 

Nothing new injected into the 
script, writers including the Abbott- 
Costello money changing routine 
without variation. Even that is of 
bush league calibre, a heritage from 
burleycue. 

Edgar Buchanan. Pasadena dentist 
turned actor, works easily despite 
handicaps of both script and di- 
| rection. Craven also tries his best. 
but the material just isn’t there. 
|Newcomer Eileen O’Hearn, former 
Los Angeles Times stenog tagged by 
Columbia from a Little Theatre. 
shows an occasional spark that might 
shine brighter in a better assign- 
ment. Walt. 


THE NURSE’S SECRET 


Warner Bros. release of First National 
production. Features Lee Patrick, Regis 
Toomey. Directed by Noel M. Smith. 
Screenplay by Anthony Coldeway from 
story by Mary Roberts Rinehart; camera 
James Van Trees; editor. Doug Gould: dia- 
oe Bag 3 —"s Blatt. At Rialto 
N. . wee un . : 
8 Mine. e 6, "41. Running time, 

| Se rere L 
Inspector Tom Patten........ ocs aoe 
Florence Lents. .....cccccccss. Julie Bishop 
|, eae Ann Edmonds 
Charles Se ee George Campeau 
Miss Juliet Mitchell........ Clara Blandick 
aa Charlies D. Waldron 
Arthur Glenn........... Charles Trowbridge 
eee seeeeeess-.. Leonard Mudie 
Mary PSS SN be0+5es eovccess.. Virginia Brissac 
Mr. Henderson seeces ececees Frank Reicher 
Miss Griffin....., 60060000066 Georgia Caine 
i I @eccecees Keith Douglas 
Telephone NE. kgs eddiesssinx Faye Emerson 
sine s4nBecnhacdcnba ce cad Lucia Carroll 


The Mary Roberts Rinehart origi- 





nal makes a swift moving film, under 
adaptation of Anthony Coldeway, 


——— Continued from page 14 


reams of | 


talking trio of amateur show pro- | 


conveniently falls in love with the | 








several slick performances and Noel 
M. Smith’s intelligent direction, 
making ‘The Nurse’s Secret’ one of 
the several top-bracket B’s recently 


‘to emerge from this studio. Hefty 
backer-upper on dual setups. _ 
Familiar artifice of sending a 


police inspector out to unravel] an 
apparent suicide and then run into 
an insurance swindle ring has been 
heightened here by remarkably 
baffling complications. Director 
Smith makes certain, however, not 
to become so mysterious with his 
story that the audie’sce interest lags. 
Instead, he carefully introduces each 
new plot ramification. And through 
the entire production runs the nurse- 
inspector romance and simultaneous 
rivalry to uncover the real culprits. 
Unlike numerous mystery stories, 
only two slayings occur despite the 
number of people involved and the 
extensive operations of the insur- 
ance ring. 

Maximum of action is tempered by 
pert dialog (directed by Eddie Blatt) 
and comedy relief. The police in- 


spector, incidentally, is made a 
smart, human individual just for a 
change. 


Lee Patrick and Regis Toomey are 
splendidly teamed as nurse and chief 
inspector. It’s the second picture re- 
cently to spot Toomey in such a role 


but his new characterization is a 
more factual one than generally 
given him. Work in this film 
certainly rates this youthful film 


veteran a chance in more important 
pictures. Miss Patrick makes a like- 
able nurse who’s detailed to assist 
the police in uncovering the strange 
goings-on in the murder mansion. 
Support is headed by Ann 
Edmonds and Julie Bishop, as two of 
the femmes suspected of complicity 
in the original murder. Leonard 
Mudie makes a different sort of 
villain, employed to keep the audi- 
ence guessing as to the real insur- 
ance racket leader. Others important 
in the cast include Clara Blandick, 
George Campeau, Charles D. Wal- 
dron and Charles seer ene. 
Vear. 


PAPER BULLETS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jne 4. 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of K-B 
(Maurice and Franklin Kozinsky) produce 
tion. Features Joan Woodbury, Jack La- 
Rue, Linda Ware, John Archer, Vince Bure 
nett. Directed by Phil Rosen. Original 


story and screenplay by Martin Mooney; 
camera, Arthur Martinelli; editor, Martin 

















G. Cole; asst. director, Arthur Gardner; 
production manager, Mack V. Wright; 
songs, Vie Knight, Johnny Lange, Lew 
Porter, Maurice Kozinsky. Previewed in 
projection room, June 3, ‘41 Running 
time: 69 MINS, 

SES Pe Joan Woodbury 
ONOY SR ic asceeseeseevences Jack LaRue 
Donna AMGrewS..cccccescccces: Linda Ware 
SD TGs 60.5 0csenadeecuace John Archer 
PPCM = os cbc ceepaseeeseces Vince Barnett 
rh Pa ne ry Allan add 
MEL PASTIME. .cccoaseseeeocss Gavin Gordon 
PEMWOUS BOWIE. cc ccdoeddcos cscs Philip Trent 
1 ey ee .William Halligan 
Clarence Dewiit... .. George Pembroke 
District Attorney.. eoeee Delmer Jackson 
SU: BOI. o vcaessevisieds Kenneth Harlan 
Bruce King..... .. Bryant Washburn 
Joe Kent...... ... Alden Chase 
2 AAR eer Robert Strange 
PMNs cokuhhe eh ce nkobes eee h 4.5% Alex Callam 


Harry Depp 





Several months ago the Kozinsky 
| Bros. made a tieup with Cecil B. De 
; Mille for the latter’s organization to 
| turn out film subjects for intended 
jukebox machines to be manufac- 
tured and distributed by the K-B or- 
ganization. Deal got no further than 
the preparation stage, but served the 
purpose of whetting the interest of 
| the Kozinsky Bros. for 33 mm. pro- 
duction. ‘Paper Bullets’ is the first 
picture to carry the K-B silks. 
Wheeled through in six days and at 
approximate cost of $30,000, it’s a 
good example of what can be ob- 
tained with combo of sufficient and 
economical operation. What’s on the 
screen looks like at least double the 
outlay. 

Picture is a fast-moving melo- 
drama that plunges along at a con- 
sistent pace to maintain general au- 
dience interest. It’s a standard pro- 
gram supporter that—despite lack of 
marquee names—will satisfy all but 
the most critical audiences. 

Despite overload of both plot and 
characters, the story grooves in a 
straight line. Three kids are pals in 





an orphanage and carry on their 
friendship through later years. Joan 
Woodbury is the victim of a rich 


playboy who takes a prison rap for 
his hit-run driving; but when she 
discovers the duplicity of the boy 
and father, vows vengeance on the 
latter, a political reformer. Forcing 
him to soft-pedal attacks on the po- 
lice department, she muscles in for 
share of payoff graft, and carries the 
reformer to prison with her as a 
participant in the racketeering. 

_ Cast gives a creditable account of 
itself. Miss Woodbury is the key 
character; Jack LaRue a trigger man 
for the racket; Linda Ware is the 
singer-pal of Miss Woodbury; and 
John Archer an ambitous airplane 
engineer. Vince Barnett, Allan Ladd 
and Gavin Gordon are okay in brief 
appearances. 

Despite the economical production 
outlay, sets and technical depart- 
ments are adequate mounting. Phil 
Rosen turns in one of the best di- 
recting chores for an indie pro- 





gramer in many months. Walt. 
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“They sat electrified, tense 
from start to finish, their eyes 
wide, their breath coming in gasps. 
Without question, ‘MAN HUNT’ 
out-thrills every thrill picture ever 


made!’’ 


—Preview report from 
Academy Theatre, 
Inglewood, Cal. 
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‘li’s Up to 








tered show business as did Bank. 
Nite. The exhibitor, then the pub- | 
lic and lastly the producer fell in 
line. 

So far, ‘Mr. Barnum’s theory of 
fone born every minute’ is working | 
properly, but now that both exhibi- 
tor and public have cooled to the 
easy money cycle, Mr. Lincoln's 
thoughts on ‘you can fool all the 
people, etc’ is the status quo, and ail 
concerned are waiting for Holly- 
wood to adjust itself accordingly. 

The pressure on the Hollywood 
producer is bound to grow in com- 
ing months. While other industries 
(except war babies) have torn down 
buildings to avoid paying taxes, the 
theatre business has enjoyed a build- 
ing boom with many new theatres | 
erected, and a great many of them . 
no doubt on the profits from Bank 
Night and games of chance. | 


What’s Going to Happen? 


What is going to happen to these 
houses, and also a new generation 
of showmen who rode in on the flood 
of Bank Night easy money? 

At this stage we may well apply 
the theories of Darwin because it 
looks like his ‘survival of the fittest’ 
all over again. 

This exhibitor, whose primary ef- 
forts are devoted to exploitation, 
does not concur with the group find- 
ings of recent date that the reason 
for the present slump is due to gen- | 
eral uneasiness growing out of weed, 
war situation; or the fact that people 
are working so hard they have no | 
time for movies, etc. 

A peek into the crowded beer 
joints will jolt this theory, and a 
good old ‘mortgage lifter’ picture 
will prove ‘there’s nothing wrong 
with this industry that the elimina- 
tion of B pictures won’t cure’ to 
paraphrase a movie spokesman of the 
past. 

The alibis of war jitters and over- 
work are in fact conducive to the- 
atre-going, unless the country is go- 
ing to find its escape by means of 
alcohol which, in itself, may be a 
bigger competing factor than we 
know (nearly $1,000,000 was spent 
in this city of 79,000 people last year, 
at four state-controlled stores; and 
the beer bill is probably higher.) 

Huntington, W. Va., is closer to 
New York than most film exccutives 
know or will admit. By all odds, 
judging from grosses, the hinterland 
is ’way ahead of Hollywood. 


Welles, Disney, et al 


It is astonishing to find our citi- | 
zens so well versed on Orson Welles, 


s0 keenly interested in Disney’s 
‘Fantasia.’ The pioneer efforts of 
these two gentlemen have made a 
deep impression on our public, kin- 
dling hope in the hearts of the pub- 
lic that here at last is a relief from 
the Bank Nite hangover of B pic- 
tures. 

It is also singular to note that 
throughout West Virginia in general 
there is no interest in censorship, 
although our Governor M. M. Neely 
has pioneered in government film 
control legislation. 

The public, however, is the great- 
est censor, being able to detect poor 
product way in advance—and avoid- 
ing the boxoffice accordingly. 

Looking at the current situation 
from the angle of exploitation one 
cannot help feeling the past season 
suffered from lack of outstanding 
pictures, 

We needed another ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ another ‘Rebecca.’ 

Only the big pictures keep us in 
business! 

Sorely missed are Selznick, Gold- 
Wyn ‘and to-an extent Capra. Six 
pictures from this group would have 
kept us in the ball game, but you 
can’t expect a team with three star 
pitchers on the bench to win many 


ball games, especially if it looks 
cloudy with war news. 
We must have pictures’ with | 


enough sock to chase Dakar, Syria, 
OPM and other current distractions 
off the front page for that is our 
main competition—public interest. 
Oil for the Camps of Ballyhoo 

The exploitation man is the front 
line fighter of our industry, but he 
is running short of ammunition— 
there’s nothing new to fire at the 
public. 

Our patient, the dear public, is 
now out of the Bank Night ether and 
it’s time the Hollywood medicos 
stopped injecting glucose in the, 
form of B pictures...the patient is 
recovering, the doctors are behind. 

The B picture is as untrustworthy 
as the Maginot Line, hiding as it 


does all the ills of our industry. 


“epartment stores here are ahead 


of last year, theatres way behind. 
De~artment stores are not selling B 
merchandise at A prices. 
lic knows better. 


The pub- 


The two-hour luncheons at Lindy’s, 
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Hollywood’ 








the N. Y. Hotel Astor’s Hunting 
Room, etc., must give way to closer 
relations between New York and the 
hinterland. The exploitation ‘jun- 
kets’ of the past must give way to 
pictures that will stand on their own 
feet in any town, irrespective of 
whether the star-laden special makes 
their town or not. 


The Howard Hugheses, the Billy 
Roses, Orson Welles, Disneys and 
others who believe that dignity be- 
longs only in the funeral parlors 
must be brought into the business. 

The Will Rogerses, the Shirley 
Temples, the Jean Harlows must be 
sought everywhere. Each type brings 
a wealth of new patronage into the 
theatres. 

The year ahead is crucial. The 
5-5-5 will only be as successful as 
the producers make it. Neither good 


| pictures—nor honesty—can be legis- 


lated. 

During the coming season, to quote 
an excerpt from an old Variety re- 
view, ‘the camera probes new 
places.” This may well be_ the 
watchword of our industry, because 
it is young, healthy and ambitious. | 

There are plenty of new frontiers 
to be crossed. 

Give us pictures—exploitation will 
be there! The latter cannot carry 
all the load. 

It’s up to Hollywood! 





Hamrick on Dualism 
Seattle, June 10. 
Listed as reasons why biz doesn’t 
perk up faster, as this burg is one 
of the top defense plant towns in 
the union: (1), the draft has taken 
away many younger fellows, the 


| Just Want to Make Sure It’s Just As 
Tough All Over 





CHECKING THE BLUES 








Minneapolis, June 10. 

Local independent exhibitors are 
blind-checking opposition houses on 
a scale unprecedented in local film 
history. The reason is bad business. 
With boxoffice activity on a low 
scale, exhibitors have more time on 
their hands and this is one way that 
they’re spending it. They also want 
to find out for themselves whether 
things are just as bad with the other 
fellows and whether the general 
singing of the blues is justified. 

‘Some theatre owners are So busy 
checking business at competitive 
houses they haven’t time to check 
their own business,’ declared one 


branch manager. “They may wind 
up with a regular checker’s job. 


The independents previously had 
frowned on blind checking of their 
theatres by the film exchanges. 
They've not made known their atti- 
tude toward each other when prac- 
ticed by fellow-exhibitors. 


Another ‘What's 
Wrong With Pix 
Business Parley 


Chicago, June 10. 











kind that go to shows, and their gal 
friends haven’t as many dates; (2), 
time selling contracts on furniture, 
radios, autos and even houses keep- 
ing many of the new workers broke; 
and (3), so many working overtime 
that they are too tired to go to shows, 
after a hard day’s work. This leaves 
the weekend open for such over- 
timers. And there are only two days 
at the weekend. 


Other more direct reasons given by 
John Hamrick, city manager of 
Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres, is that 
the public has soured on price in- 
|creases for some little-better than 
‘ordinary pixes, and so are ‘off the 
shows’ due to price-wavers. The 
dual bills, tiring ‘em out and sur- 
| feiting, is another assigned reason. 
‘Don’t Ask the Public’ 


‘We need a cure for the duals,’ 
said Hamrick. ‘This cure must come 
at the source, the studios. We the- 
atre men, who are supposed to know 
our business and be experts in show- 


manship, asking the public if they | 


like or don’t like duals, is all wrong. 
It shows the patrons that we are 
‘floundering about and don’t know 
the show business.’ 

| The 11 p.m. closing at all Ham- 
rick-Evergreen houses 
except Friday and Saturday nights— 
is working out very satisfactorily, 
reports Hamrick. Those who want 
to see the main feature can arrive 
at the b.o. up to 9:30 p.m., and they 
are not kept up into the late hours, 
as the show closes at around 11 p.m. 





Dan Frankel’s $561,000 
| Commish Suits vs. Pathe 


| A suit by Daniel Frankel against 
| Pathe Film Corp. for $29,400, and 
| against Pathe Laboratories, Inc., for 
' $531,915, was revealed yesterday 
| (Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme court, 
when Frankel applied to examine 
George Bonwick, v.p. and treasurer 
of Pathe Film, and Robert and Ken- 
neth Young, director and v.p. of 
Pathe Labs, before trial. Applica- 
tions will be argued on June 12. 
Complaint charges breach of con- 
tract. Plaintiff was hired July 8, 
1935, at $50 weekly plus commissions, 
to secure film printing work and to 


| Sell film rights for both defendants. 


He claims that he secured contracts 
totaling $2,100,000 for Pathe Film 
with commissions of $53,200 due and 
$23,800 paid. The balance of $29,400 
is sought. 

Contracts totaling $2,410,000 were 
secured for Pathe Labs with com- 
missions of $68,200 due and $35,685 
paid. The balance, $32,515 is sought. 
Against the same defendant it is 
charged that Frankel set a deal with 


, Universal Pictures for the film com- 


pany to give Pathe Labs all its work 
for five years. Pathe stalled until 
Frankel’s contract expired in August, 
1940, plaintiff claims, and he would 
have been entitled to commissions on 
$11,506,000 of work, or $531,915. An 
additional $10,000 is sought for com- 
missions on work received after the 
termination of the contract. 


in Seattle— | 


Thorough and general investigation 
,into the causes of whatever is wrong 
| with show business is planned by the 
local Allied organization headed by 
' president Jack Kirsch. Has called a 
show business-wide meeting in the 
Congress hotel here on June 18, to 
consider the various and varying 
‘problems under the general discus- 
sion topic of ‘What’s Wrong With the 
Business?’ 

Through Kirsch the Allied group 
has invited all interested parties to 
participate in the open forum, and 
offers of participation have gone out 
to all distributors and producers. In 
reply, a half-dozen film distributors 
‘have already signified their intention 
to be present for a part in the open 
hearings, and several of the major 
studios will have key men in to dis- 
‘cuss the production side of the show 
business problems. . 

While Kirsch has planned no spe- 
cific discussions, it is figured that 
the forum will take up all the prob- 
lems of present-day show business, 
primarily from the exhibition side of 
the situation. 


Questions involved will be those of 
legislation, double features, taxation, 
bowling, radio, drive-in theatres, 
giveaways, union demands, clear- 
ance, picture quality, merchandising 
,and advertising. 


Drag-Out Fight Seen 


Expected that many of these ques- 
tions, and others not listed, will lead 
to many a drag-out fight, since the 
show business is loaded with people 
with strictly and widely divergent 
viewpoints on what’s wrong with the 
business and what should be done 
about it. 


In fact, whenever exhibitors, dis- 
tributors or producers get together, 
the leadoff phrase is, ‘The trouble 
with the business is...’ 

This meeting will give everyone an 
opportunity to get these views off 
their chests, all of which may be con- 
ducive to some good new ideas about 
show business, and result in some 
practical answers to a few of the 
myriad problems now confronting 
the industry. 


It is gathered that one of the key 
points up for discussions will be the 
lack of merchandising and enthusi- 
asm on the part of exhibitors. Al- 
lied leaders here feel that there is 
much selling that can be done that 
the exhibitors throughout the nation 
are failing to do. Comfortable 
houses, air-conditioning, fresh sur- 
roundings, picture values have been 
accepted as a matter of course by 
exhibitors and they have failed to 
merchandise their product and 
houses. This has been particularly 
true during the past decade and it 
is expected that the meeting will 
bring out this point and try to 
awaken all forces in the industry to 
the recognition of the value and im- 
portance of the old-time dynamite 
, merchandising, advertising, exploita- 
‘tion and showmanship. 





U. $.-Can. Control 


Continued from page 1 


permit the Secretary of the Navy to 
‘make penal statutes by regulation.’ 
Johnson also attacked the bill as 
permitting punishment of ‘absolute- 
ly innocent persons.’ 

Legislation was first introduced 

Feb. 6 by David I. Walsh (D.) of 
Mass., chairman of the Senate 
committee at the request of the Navy 
Dept. Enthusiastically supported by 
high Navy officials, plus Secretary 
of the Navy Knox. 
Further restrictions—invoiving 
newsreels, newspapermen, camera 
fans, magazines and radio—were out- 
lined recently by Admiral Harold 
R. Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, 
in letters sent to commandants of 
all Naval Districts in the U. S. 








Frisco’s Waterfront Blackout 
San Francisco, June 10. 


A virtual newspaper, radio and 
screen ‘blackout’ of Frisco’s water- 
front is now in existence. With 
both press and ether acceding to 
government requests to lay off ship 
movements, civilian as well as mili- 
tary, it appears probable that vol- 
untary censorship will shortly be 
extended to point where waterfront 
pages are eliminated entirely. 

Latest screen example was Tele- 
news theatre’s coverage of local 
waterfront strike situation. Even on 
footage officially okayed, names of 
ships were blacked out, first visual 
example local patrons have had of 
the tightening-up, 





Canadian Coordination 
Toronto, June 10. 


Immediate control-merger of films, 
radio, tourist propoganda, press and 
platform will be brought about by 
creation by the federal government 
of a new Ministry of Information 
which: will coordinate the informa- 
tion services now under the jurisdic- 
tion of the National Film Board, the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., the 
Canadian Travel Bureau, the exist- 
ing Bureau of Information, and the 
Board of Censorship. 

On the premise that those respon- 
sible for the dissemination of news 
in these various fields have been un- 
able to secure information them- 
selves because of governmental red- 
tape, repeated proposals for the con- 
solidation of news-outlets have been 
made in the past but have never 
been carried through to fruition. This 
is hoped now to be obviated by the 
creation of a new member of the 
cabinet, the Minister of Information. 
Whether or not an experienced pub- 
licist will be appointed to the post 
remains to be seen. Meanwhile the 
two prominently mentioned for the 
new cabinet position are Brooks 
Claxton and Douglas Abbott, solid 
party politicians. 


Libel Worries 
Cause Switch 


In Honky Tonk’ 


Mystery of the ‘legal difficulties’ 
which suddenly caused Metro to 
cease shooting of ‘Honky Tonk’ last 
week and substitute a new scenario 
under the same title is that some of 
the people depicted in the original 
were discovered to be still alive. 
Studio feared or had been warned 
that some of them might sue for 
libel. 

Source of the original ‘Tonk’ was 
a book, ‘The Reign of Soapy Smith,’ 
by E. V. Westrate and W. R. Collier, 
for which Metro paid $6,000 last year. 
It was biographical, Smith being a 
notorious Yukon character. Clark 
Gable and Lana Turner are in the 
film. 

There’s considerable picture inter- 
est in a novel partially written by 
the late Thorne Smith back in 1929 
and recently completed by Norman 
Matson. Book, ‘The Passionate 
Witch,’ will be published by Double- 
day in August. 

Another tome which appears set 
for a film buy is ‘Low Man on a 
Totem Pole,’ by H. Allen Smith, 
N. Y. World-Telegram feature 
writer, Idea is to build a musical 
around it. 

20th-Fox last week bought from 
Warner Bros. ‘Jackdaw’s Strut,’ 
novel by Harriet Henry. It was orig- 
inally published in 1930. WB made 
a pic from it in 1931 tagged ‘Bought’ 
and the book was reissued under that 











title to coincide with film release. 


Disney Calls In 
TATSE Exec To 
Mediate Strike 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Walt Disney called on Harold VY, 
Smith, chairman of the business rep- 
resentatives committee of the 
IATSE, to mediate the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild strike at his studio, 
Latter presided at the meeting Mon- 
day (9) night of business representa- 
tives of the IA studio loeals, with 
the situation thoroughly explored. 
Today he confers with Herb Sorrell, 
Painters local biz rep and leader of 
the walkout in the SCG. 

Central Labor Council named a 
committee empowered to act on the 
consideration of requests to place 
Disney on the A.F.L. unfair list. No 
action yet taken on the Disney peti- 


tion to the NLRB for election of 
employees nor on the SCG com- 
plaint against the studio on charges 
of unfair labor practices. 


Understood that the delay is oc- 
casioned by the inability to obtain 
witnesses at this time. 


Moral and financial support to 
strikers was pledged by the Screen 
Actors Guild at a board meeting 
Monday night. Wire dispatches to 
the strike committee congratulated 
the cartoonists for ‘demonstration of 
courage necessary to make such sac- 
rifices.’ 

Newspaper Strip Hit 


Los Angeles Daily News last week 
discontinued its ‘Donald Duck’ car- 
toon strip, distributed by King Fea- 
tures, because of the strike at the 
Walt Disney plant by the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild. Robert L. Smith, 
exec v.p. of the News, said the 
comic was dropped after the Los 
Angeles Newspaper Guild had called 
his attention to a clause in its con- 
tract with the paper by which its 
members must not be required to 
handle the work of outfits on strike. 


Clause does not affect advertising, 
and copy of theatres where Disney 
cartoons are playing continues to 
appear in the News. At the Herald 
and Express, which continues to run 
Disney’s ‘Mickey Mouse,’ it was said 
no cvertures had been made by the 
Guild for discontinuing it. 


LACROSSE ATTY. IN PAR 
SUIT NOW SUES CLIENT 


LaCrosse, Wis., June 10. 
As the aftermath of the recently 
dismissed $1,470,000 anti-trust suit 
brought by LaCrosse Theatres Co. 
against Paramount, 20th-Fox, United 
Artists and others, Robert A. Hess, 


of Milwaukee, who was legal rep 
for the plaintiff, brought suit 
against his erstwhile employers for 
$12,924 allegedly due him for fees 
and expenses and tied up their funds 
in four LaCrosse banks in a gar- 
nishment action. Now the La- 
Crosse Theatres people have filed 
their answer to Hess’ suit with a 
general denial of all allegations, 
counterclaiming for the return of 
$1,500 they assert they paid him in 
excess of a contract price of $2,500, 
for which they claim he was to have 
prosecuted their case against the film 
companies, 


_Hess charges the counterclaim is 
ridiculous and is now preparing to 
bring Frank Koppelberger, the La- 
Crosse general Manager, up for an 
adverse examination which is ex- 
pected to clear up, not only the fi- 
nancial agreements entered into. but 
possibly the reason for the failure 
of Koppelberger and William Bur- 
ford, president of the company, to 
‘appear as witnesses in the suit in- 
stituted in their behalf. 


Trial of the anti-trust suit was 
proceeding before Judge Patrick T. 
Stone in Federal court in Madison, 
Wis., when these two chief witnesses 
failed to show up, so irritating the 
court that the entire case was dis- 
missed on the spot after having been 
dragged along for more than three 
years. Attorney Hess asserts that 
the plaintiffs, by their action, made 
it impossible for him to carry to its 
conclusion his contract to prosecute 
the action after he had laid out 
costs amounting to more than $8,000. 
Present proceedings are being heard 
in circuit court here. 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 


The business ‘Meet John Doe’ has done on the RKO circuit, reportedly 
over average for late spring, is pointed to by opposition operators as 
‘vindication of the judgment of John J. O’Connor and Fred Meyers in 
buying the film for RKO over the protests of Malcolm Kingsberg and 
others in the company. It was the negotiation of this buy with Warner 
Bros. which led to the resignations of O’Connor and Meyers, who, how- 
ever, had suffered interference on previous occasions in making their 
product deals, including on the Chaplin picture. 

O’Connor and Meyers bought ‘Doe’ at 35%, whereas Warners is getting 
as much as 50% elsewhere, plus deals that. embrace involved splits. 








Monogram has just paid off a $300,000 bank loan and is operating in the 
black, W. Ray Johnston, company president, announced last week. In 
denying that Mono has negotiations of any kind in work with Consolidated 
Films. Laboratory company, reputedly Consolidated, has been mentioned 
in the trade as likely to provide fresh coin to pick up about 66,000 
Monogram shares held by Pathe Film. Johnston stated that if Pathe 
stock is later bought it would come from cash belonging to Mono dis- 
tributor’s reserve fund. Monogram releases are completed or are in work 
to August, Johnston announced, 





New arrangement between Joan Blondell and Columbia gives the studio 
an extension of time on preparations for her next picture, ‘Three Girls 
About Town.’ Film is the last of three under the contract and goes into 
production June 15, instead of May 29, as called for by the original pact. 
Producer is Sam Bischoff, and Leigh Jason directs. 














Columbia Conv. 
Shown 6 of 41-42 
Pix by Prez Cohn 


Chicago, June 10. 

Decentralization of Columbia’s sell- 
ing was the principal theme of the 
final two days of the company’s sales 
convention for executives, which was 
slated to close here tonight (Tues- 
day). Huddle, which was attended 
by home office execs and sales heads, 
as well as by branch and division 
managers, was originally skedded 
only for Saturday and Sunday (8-9), 
but was extended for the two addi- 
tional days to permit fuller discus- 
sion of plans. 

Salesmanager Abe Montague, 
explaining the policy of decentraliza- 
tion, declared, 
sible for local salesmen to 
individual problems’ without 
tape.’ 

Conventioneers, who had _ been 
previously apprised of product plans 





red 


for 48 features and 16 westerns, were | 


given previews of six of the new 
films for 1941-42. Pix were brought | 
the conclave from Hollywood as| 

a surprise by prez Harry Cohn. 


for exhibs when they needed them 
most—during the summer 

Cohn told the assembled execs that 
Col must reach a goal of $10,000,000 
increase in business in the U.S. and | 
Canada. 
he said, 


tures, on which it has fared best. 

Cohn planed back to the Coast 
yesterday (Monday) with Alexander 
Hall, Col director, who was present 
at the meeting. V.p. Jack Cohn re- 
turned to N.Y. today, 
by Nat Cohn, 
Irving Wormser and Saul Trauner, 
N.Y. branch manager, and Jerome 
Safron, western division manager. 
Other h.o. execs are due to pull out 
tonight. 

Divisional sales meets will be held 
shortly for the salesmen. 


COLUMBIA’S 9-MONTHS’ 
NET DECLINES $66,584 


Columbia Pictures net 
the nine months ended. last 





profit for 
March 


21 DAYS CLEARANCE 
CUT DOWN TO THREE 


Denver, June 10. 


E. K. Menagh, owner of the Star, 
Ft. Lupton, got results in his arbi- 
tration hearing. He was asking from 
a drop in the 21-day clearance en- 
joyed by the Rex at Brighton, six 
miles distant. After taking the case 
under advisement, arbitrator John 
Carroll, former district attorney, cut 
the clearance to three days. The case 
was originally against all five sign- 
ers of the decree, and also involved 
alleged withholding of films, but this 
charge was dismissed. 

Metro settled its case and with- 
drew, while the charges against 
20th-Fox were dismissed when it was 
shown they were not guilty. 





Exhib Loses on Clearance 





in | 


‘It will make it pos- | 
handle | 


He | 
emphasized that they would be ready | 


In an endeavor to reach it, | 
the company will continue | 
its efforts in the lighter type of pic-| 


accompanied | 
N.Y. division manager, | 


29 declined $66,584 over like period | 


in the previous fiscal year, company 
report issued last week reveals. Net 
profit after all charges and 
visions for Federal income and other 
taxes amounted to $274,764 as com- 
pared with $341,348 in the nine- 
month period ended March 30, 1940. 
Company’s fiscal year ends the last 
of this month, Harry Cohn, presi- 
dent, in his statement to stockhold- 
ers stating ‘that from present indi- 
cations it is expected that the com- 
pany’s operations during the fourth 
quarter will result profitably.’ 
Columbia’s balance sheet reveals 
current assets of $12,558,000 and cur- 
rent liabilities of $1,809,000. Work- 


ing capital is listed at about $10,- 
749,000. 
Gross income from rentals and 


pro- | 


sales of film and accessories for the | 


nine-month period totalled $15,560,- 
420. Earned surplus is listed at 
$3,940,887 including undistributed 
profits of subsidiary companies op- 
erating 
ling $500,294. 


in foreign territories total- | 


Cincinnati, June 10. 

Clearance not unreasonable. So 
| decisioned Judge Stanley Matthews 
of the Hamilton County Court of Ap- 
peals as arbitrator in the hearing of 
|complaint by Willis Vance, operator 
lof the State, Newport, Ky., under 
Section 8 of the consent decree. 
Complaint was against Paramount, 
| 20th, Warners and Metro, with the 
| Hippodrome and State theatres, New- 
| port, as intervener. 

| It was the first hearing by the 
local tribunal. Other hearings, for 
which dates have not as yet been set, 
| will be on complaint of Fred W. 
| Rowlands, operator of the Parsons 
and Main theatres, Columbus, against 
| Metro, RKO, Paramount, 20th and 
Warners on the point of clearance. 





RKO’S NET LOSS FOR 
THE YEAR, $695,416 


Radio-Keith Orpheum Corp. re- 
ported net consolidated loss of $695,- 
416 for the year ending Dec. 31, after 
all deductions excepting provisions 
for Keith-Albee-Orpheum pre- 
ferred dividends. Company showed 
$186,495 loss after similar deduc- 
tions in 1939. Financial statement 
mailed stockholders last week writes 
off this provision for dividends ac- 
crued during the year on the cumu- 
lative convertible preferred of K- 
A-O, pushing the net loss for the 
year, as figured by RKO auditors, to 
$988,191 and making the operating 
deficit $904,424. 


RKO showed $51,257,007 income 
from theatres, film rentals and 
sales. Amortization of films costs 
and expenses were figured at $17,- 
496,563, indicating the production 
headache continued most of last 
year. 


RKO interest and discount came 
to $1,144,570 during 1940, while 
$120,000 was set aside for adjust- 
ment of story rights. 

But tne largest writeoff caused by 
the war was the $794,600 deducted 
for contingencies explained as rep- 
resenting net profits of subsid com- 
panies not realized in U. S. dollars. 
Also deducted $177,959 as added ex- 
penses related to defense of anti- 
trust action. 


BRADEN’S COAST 
AMPLIFICATION 
ON DECREE 


Planning to discuss the A-B-C’s of 
film arbitration, explaining the ma- 
chinery in detail and citing the ex- 
periences encountered to date* on 
various cases, J. Noble Braden, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the American 
Arbitration Assn., left Friday (6) 
for Hollywood to attend the Motion 











ca convention now in session there. 

He will address the exhibitor and 
other delegates, going into detail on 
arbitration as it is and will be func- 
tioning under the consent decree. 
Braden organized the arbitration set 
up for films, arranging for the 31 


since Feb. 1. 

In both distributor and arbitration 
circles it is apparent that the vast 
majority of exhibitors are hazy con- 
cerning not only the decree but arbi- 
tration of complaints thereunder. Ad- 





Philly Clearance Beef 
Philadelphia, June 10. 
The seventh complaint was filed 
| last week with the Philly arbitration | 
office by Herman Bornstein, opera-| 
tor of the Hatboro, Hatboro, Pa., | 
| against the major distribs and the! 
Stanley-Warner at Willow Grove 
now has seven days’ clearance over 
the Hatboro. Bornstein is asking the 
right to play product immediately 
| after the Willow Grove house. | 


ies Auerbach’s $14, 805 
Claim on Grand Nat’! 


Aventbacth filed suit Thurs- 
im. es court 
against Grand National Pictures, Ltd 
seeking damages of $14,805, 
failure to pay back borrowed money. 
Grand National acquired the debt 








| 
| 

Joseph 
day (5) in supreme 


alleging 


from Grafton Films, Ltd. 

Auerbach claims he loaned 3,500 
pounds to Grafton and one Isidore 
Goldsmith on May 17, 1939. On 
June 27, 1940, Grafton and Grand 


National made a deal whereby GN 
took over the indebtedness in return 
for a 25% interest in the receipts 
from Metro Ltd.,’s distribution of 
‘The Stars Look Down,’ and certain 
rights in ‘I Killed the Count.’ None 
of the money has been paid, the suit 
charges. Fitelson & Mayers are at- 
torneys for Auerbach. 





LUM-ABNER REPEATER 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Chester Lauck and Norris Goff, 
‘Lum and Abner’ of the air waves, 
return to make a second picture for 
RKO release. Filming is slated for | 
early June at the Pathe studio. 

Their first screen feature 
‘Dreaming Out Loud.’ 


was 





| Cornwall Amusements Co., 


ditionally, many have an exaggerated 


|notion as to the costs involved, 
something which it is expected 
Braden will attempt to clarify for 


them based on the cases so far heard. | : 


14th N. Y. Complaint 


During the past week a 14th com- 
plaint was filed in New York. The 
TL, N.Y. SSS 
the Storm King at Cornwall, N. Y., 
complains that all five decree 
tributors are granting unfair clear- 
ance over it to the Broadway and 
Ritz at Newburgh, which are in the 
Gene Levy-Paramount partnership. 
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Record Drought in Ga. Blacks Out 
Marquees, Douses Cooling Plants 


Atlanta, June 10. 
Worst drought Georgia has suf- 
fered in 37 years, Causing a shortage 
of electrical power, has forced thea- 
tres throughout the state to darken 
marquees and outdoor signs. Houses 
are cooperating with other mer- 


COL, U AND UA 
MOPPING UP 
IN MINN. 





chants, who have eclipsed their show 
windows and signs, to give Atlanta 
the appearance of a blackout. 

Theatres and stores have also been 
forced to reduce power used in air- 
conditioning, which has served to re- 
duce patronage. With the reservoirs 
of hydro-electric plants at an un- 
precedented low, it is feared that if 
it doesn’t rain soon this section will 
be another dust bowl and that elec- 
tric power will be allotted only for 
absolute necessities. 

William K. (Lucas and) Jenkins 
whose 58 houses are affected by the 
curtailment, declared: ‘We feel that 
it is a patriotic contribution, as the 
power saved is used principally by 
two alumnimum companies in this 
section—they being tremendous 
users of electricity.’ 











‘in the Senate 


Minneapolis, June 10. 


With Metro, 20th, Warners and 
RKO laying off selling in Minne- 
sota because of the state anti-con- 
sent decree law, Columbia, Univer- 
sal, United Artists and the inde- 
pendent distributors are making hay 
while the sun shines. These non- 
signatories to the decree are waging 
intensified selling campaigns and 
report a record number of deals. 

Fearful that they may not get a 
chance to buy the decree companies’ 
products, exhibitors are declared to 
be grabbing what they can get and 
fortifying themselves as best they 
are able to do in case ‘the worst 
comes to the worst.’ 





Mich. Bill Dies 
Detroit, June 10. 

Michigan’s Snow Bill, designed to 
void the consent decree in this state, 
finally died in the Legislature. The 
bill, patterned along the lines of the 
Minnesota anti-five block measure, 
was killed by the State Affairs Com- 
mittee of the upper house which held 
it up until the adjournment. 

Chief reason for holding up the bill 
was that it had be- 


|ecome meaningless as far as its orig- 


Picture Theatre Owners of Ameri-| 


local tribunals that have been open, 
Zan, an 


| the bill 


dis-|™ 


| Now getting 30 days protection, the |Z 
Storm King wants the two wew-|& 
burgh houses lowered to seven. 

An interesting sidelight in con- 
nection with the first case to be/ 
brought by a Washington, D. C 
theatre, the Apex, is that James V 
Hayes and Robert Sher, are repre- 
senting the K-B Amusement Co 
which operates the Apex. Now in 


private law practice in Washington, 
Hayes and Sher were formerly at- 
torneys for the Department of Justice 
and figured prominently in the nego- 
tiations leading to the consent 
cree. 


The Washington indie theatre) 
names only Metro in its complaint, 


alleging this distributor is granting | 
unfair clearance (unstated) to three | 
the | 


Warner houses in the Capital, 
Calvert, Uptown and Avalon. 





Tinling Rides Herd 


Hollywood, June 10. 
James Tinling climbed into the di- 
rector’s saddle on ‘Riders of the 
Purple Sage,’ second of four west- 


erns starring George Montgomery in | 
B B 8 J | modernize 


* | Work has started on a new building | 
|to house 30 writers and directors. 


Zane Grey tales for Sol M. Wurtzel’s 
1941-42 program at 20th-Fox. 


Filming of ‘Purple’ started today | 
(Tues.) following completion of ‘The 
Last of the Duanes,’ 
tet. 
Trail’ 


Others to follow are 
and ‘Lone Star 


‘Rainbo 
Ranger.’ 





first of the quar- | alae : 
. yw | plete modernization of the machin- 


de- 
s 


inal intent was concerned. This does 
not imply the Senate was lined up 
for anti-consent legislation but, 
rather, there was no need for voting 
it down. 

Although passed by 
sentatives, the author's intent had 
heen changed. Instead of Wiping out 
the block-of-five provisions in Michi- 
amendment was tucked on 
by the house, which re- 
versed Snow’s idea and made the bill 
conform with tWe decree. The Sen- 
ate felt there was no need in bring- 
ing up for a vote a bill which, no 
matter how the vote went, pre- 
served the status quo. 


the repre- 





Drought will also have a bad ef- 
fect on business inasmuch as farm 
crops have not even begun to grow 
and in many sections there is not 
even a half a stand of cotton. 
Farmers are hoping for an early rain 
so that they can replant before it is 
too late. 





Dry Spell Hits 2 Houses 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 10. 

Wanted down South—Jupiter Plu- 
vius as an ‘angel.’ 

Prolonged intense dry spell, one of 
worst in Dixie’s history, hitting 
amusements take plenty heavy with 
crops heavily threatened and power 
and water curtailments inevitable 
unless a heavy splash hits soon. 

Two houses, Gloria and Riveria, 
Charleston, have clipped four hours 
daily off operating schedules in co- 
operative plan to conserve dwindling 
supply of power from water-pulled 
plants. Action by houses, owned by 
Pastime Amusement Co., followed 
joint meeting of Charleston Retail 
Merchants’ Association’s directorate 
and South Carolina Power Co. offi- 
cials. 

Big damage, due to heat, is that 
many patrons are being driven from 
houses to lakes, golf courses, tennis 
courts and motoring, although _all 
Dixie houses, with few exceptions, 
are air-conditioned. 

No rain in three months now ex- 
cept scattered showers. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 10. 

‘Flesh and Gold’ is new tag on 
‘The Devil and Daniel Webster’ at 
RKO. 

Metro switched from ‘Ghost Gold’ 
to ‘Ghost Treasure.’ 

Alexander Korda’s ‘Illusions’ bee 
came ‘Lydia.’ 

‘Meet the Viking’ at RKO went 
back to its original title, “The Gay 
Falcon.’ 
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A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 




























Starts Thur., 





June 12 
“ZIEGFELD GIRL” 
James STEWART 
Last Times Wed. Judy GARLAND 
Joan BLONDELL Hedy LAMARR 
Roeland YOUNG Lana TURNER 
“TOPPER — 
RETURNS” In Person 
in Porese Gertrude NIESEN 
Geo. White's New The HARTMANS 
1941 “‘Seandals’” | 


Adrian Kollini Trio 








New Touches at U 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Appropriation of $160,000 assures 
| continuance of Universal’s plan to| 
its lot and equipment. | 


Other improvements are a new 


‘SPALACE 


| 


| fireproof vault building and com-| 


ery and prop departments. 


al we 





2ND WEEK 


“Milton Dollar Baby” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit Starring 
Priscilla Lane @ Jeffrey Lynn 
Ronald Reagan @ May Robson 

IN PERSON 


LES BROWN and His Orch. 


Bea Wain @ Dixie Dunbar 


STRAND B’way & 47 St. 




















RKO 
PICTURE & 
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41th St.geway | REs¢ 
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PARAMOUNT °°. 
Fred 
MacMurray 
Madeleine 
Carroll 


“One Night 
In Lisbon” 


A ParamountPicture Joan Merriil 
Midnite Screen Shows 


no eo oe oe a ee ae a ae * 


In Person 


MILTON 
BERLE 


and 


Vincent Lopez 
and Urch. 
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“SUNNY” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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‘DOC BRINKLEY 
DEFERS 10 
DANIEL 


San Antonio, June 10. 
Goat gland operations wholesaler 
and ex-broadcaster John R. ‘Doc’ 
Brinkley, after canvassing the situa- 
tion has decided to withdraw from 
the race for the Texas nomination 
as United States Senator. He is pres- 


ently starring in a bankruptcy case 
resulting from the tangled affairs of 
his Mexican high powered radio sta- 
tion, his hospital for hillbillies and 
the miscellaneous enterprises revolv- 
ing around his surgical Radio City 
at Del Rio, Texas, across the border 
from Mexico. 

In deciding not to seek the toga, 
‘Doc’ Brinkley has written a letter 
to W. Lee O’Daniel, self-broadcast- 
ing flour wholesaler who was elected 
Governor of Texas strictly on radio 
popularity. ‘Doc’ says to the Gov, in 
effect, ‘take it away, Lee, they want 
you, not me.’ 

Running For Office 

New series to be aired by station 
KTSA from Johnson City, Texas each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 
and fed to the Lone Star Chain will 
originate in the town’s barber shop. 
Jack Mitchell will probe town’s lead- 
ing citizens as they come in for their 
daily shave. Musical entertainment 
behind the barbers will be town’s 
hillbilly band. 

Program is sponsored in behalf of 
the candidacy of Lyndon Johnson for 
the United States Senate. 


Quiz-and-Cash Formula 














Ushers Standard Oil Of 
Indiana Back to Air 


Chicago, June 10. 

Standard Oil of Indiana returns to 
the ether as a big night-time radio 
buyer on July 18 with the sponsor- 

* ghip of another quizzeroo. Will waft 

over 49 NBC-Blue outlets, and orig- 
inating in Chicago each Friday for 
30 minutes at 7 p.m. CDST. 
’ New show is tagged ‘Auction Quiz’ 
and is set through the local McCann- 
Erickson agency under the wing of 
the new Chi Mc-E radio chief, Earl 
Thomas. Show will get a short sus- 
tainer planting by NBC starting 
June 20. 

Bobby Brown and Chuck Acree 
will handle the show mike for the 
program, which will, give away coin 
in amounts from $25 to $100 to some 
eight contestants. If they answer 





; , } 
they get as much as they bid; if they 


lose, the listener who sent in the 
stumper query gets the auction prize 
plus a fin. 


Sell Furnaces on Red 


Chicago, June 10. 
Holland Furnace Co. is going to 
plug its winter product over a seven- 
week summer period, which is the 
time furnace installations usually 
occur. Through the local Ruthrauff 





& Ryan agency has purchased seven | 


30-minute periods on the NBC-Red 
at 7 p.m. CDST starting July 17. 

Will be a musical show originat- 
ing in Chicago. 








British Radio’s War Dead 
Since the outbreak of hostilities in September, 1939, ill-fated armed merchant cruiser ‘Rawalpindi’ ip 1939 
some 29 members of the staff of the British Broadcast- and another died in France while with the British 
ing Co. have lost their lives. Of these 15 were killed Expeditionary Force as a gunner. 
in enemy air raids and at least eight died while on duty A Polish stenographer employed to type news in 
in Broadcasting House, London. her native Janguage for BBC broadcasting and a Ger- 
Throughout the obituary data below it will be noted man translator-announcer are among the 29 on the 
that the lethal touch of the Nazi bomber brought death BBC ‘Roll of Honor’ to date. The full list, only now 
in majority of cases, One BBC staffer was aboard the available, follows: 
NAME POSITION IN KILLED MANNER 

Coyne, W. F......+0:: Commissionaire ...+sesseee. GlasgoW seesseseeeveees 10/12/1939 Died in France during 

service in B.E.F. i 
NE a. a teepes wed 5 A WOMEET ov0k vd vane’ ... 30/12/1939 Missing from Arme 

Gteatbatch, J. T...... EE ccoaiee 4h4es Daventry ia” Mentone 
‘Rawalpindi’ — pre- 
sumed dead, 

; veneers . Junior Maintenance En- 

—zT" . ee TT err rer ert e London Control Room.. 28/ 1/1940 Killed in R.A.F. flying 

; accident. 

s ‘) ree ST Been rere rer rr General Services Ac- 

aac nada : COUNTS .eeseeees vecese 25/ 4/1940 Killed in R.A.F, flying 
accident, 

=< ae ee rere Junior Maintenance En- 

aie CN ee eer Daventry oscoceqeoves «s 1/ 9/1940 Killed in RA.F. by 
bomb. 

pa Saree BRGINGET cocnccccercsesesees Station Design and In- 

: stallation Department. 4/ 9/1940 Killed in R.A.F. flying 
accident. 

Grant, Miss D. R..... eT eee Of er ere 21/ 9/1940 Air raid, 

Grant, Miss M........ ie ae a rela 49.0 Kl COE piiiccaccandees 21/ 9/1940 Air raid, 

| Hughan, Se Seer Pe err Prowse Btal. .i. i. sss8 . 1/10/1940 Air raid, 

| Claek, FW. ccs ccccss Maintenance Engineer...... London Control Room,, 4/10/1940 Air raid. 

Noble, Mrs. C. M..... Ts Bs eee Monitoring Service..... 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 
ing House. 

Parker, &. V......0+: RS a ere rare OD S550 nsnndsiees 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 

Robilliard, G. W...... WOOO sdécoesdeccet's NE House Engineer’s Sec- ing House. 

CGE cco ck 2 nedes bade 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 
ing House. 

Ress-Shearer, Mrs..... Query ceccsccesccsccccccons Monitoring .......+.+6. . 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 
ing House. 

eee Miss A. M...Teleprinter Operator...... ..Monitoring Service..... 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 

ing House. 

Benetew, 2... osiecc ss Chie? Bub-Eaitor. ... 0.208 Monitoring Service..... 15/10/1940 Air raid on Broadcast- 

| ing House, 

| Morgan, J....cccsecss ee) EN hire ak sb hee sky ee Television Department... 16/10/1940 Died as result of in- 

. juries sustained while 
on duty. 

Ceations, ©. Fic.ssscs FO Be ree Or Eres RN xno k hoes aks 17/10/1940 Died as result of in- 
juries sustained in 
air raid on Broad- 
casting House, 

Robertson, D. M...... Assistant Producer.........- Music Productions Sec- 

eit irina Sane g oh 23/10/1940 Killed in R.A.F. flying 
pe A ere NEE os soy area ateniek ols eae Birmingham Transmit- accident. 

gee eS Nee ee Mirena 19/11/1940 Killed in air raid. 
Procter, F. L......-...; Maintenance Engineer...... Birmingham Transmit- 

| Raritan ee AL 19/11/1940 Killed in air raid. 

: fe oe eee a Maintenance Engineer...... Birminghart Transmit- 

Be dna vane wen ka 19/11/1940 Killed in air raid. 

Cockerill, A, E........ Orchestral Musician......... Symphony Orchestra... 3/ 1/1941 Killed in air raid, 

Ce See Junior Assistant..... jig Leu ERe Ee MR a OR eae WeSC ees 9/ 3/1941 Died as result of in- 
juries sustained in 
naval flying accident. 

Duszynska, Miss H.... Polish News Typist......... European Department... 21/ 3/1941 Died as result of in- 
juries sustained in 
air raid on March 8, 
1941. 

po ee ey eee ane POOR <i 'os 00 4 ec bakes pe ree rere 16/ 4/1941 Air raid on Broadcast- 
ing House. 

Leowald, E. 0. G...... German Translator.......... UTOWGER 656 via recetun 11/ 5/1941 Air raid. 

| Holly Shively Heads New NEW DEPARTMENT AT WLW |Grauer, Hicks, Hawley 

John Blair Experiment) uncer robert 


Chicago, June 10. 
Holly Shively comes into the John 
| Blair station rep outfit to head a new 
| department which will concern it- 
| self with station creative sales de- 
| velopment. 
| Miss Shively was formerly man- 
j}ager of the Chi 


been with the Columbia-WBBM on 
publicity and special events. 





BRAD REYNOLDS ON FORD 


Brad Reynolds, tenor, has been 
| booked on the Ford Summer Eve- 
ning Hour for June 15. 

The tenor will appear opposite 
| Mona Pulee, Metropolitan Audition 


| winner, in a program of light classic 
music. 





~ Procter & Gamble's Night Buys 


Into the Spot Announcement Market on a Preten- 
tious Volume Scale 


Procter & Gamble becomes the 
latest soap manufacturer to enter the 
night spot field on a grand scale. 
The account has asked stations which 
carry its daytime serials, to give it 
first crack at any chainbreaks or min- 
ute-announcement spots which be- 
come available on their night-time 
schedules. 


The indications are that the Comp- 
ton agency on examining available 
time for P & G will be particularly 
interested in those spots adjacent to 
network programs with ratings of 10 
or better. Stations involved have 
been asked to notify Compton as 
goon as a spot of this description be- 
@omes available. 


+ 





CLEVELAND SIGNS A.F.M. 


WGAR Adds One Man—WHK-WCLE 
Roster Unchanged 








Cleveland, June 10. 

WGAR signed new contract with 
musicians’ union that will add one 
man to Walberg Brown’s staff or- 
chestra in the fall, making a total of 
ten studio musicians for the 1941-42 
season, 

No changes made by the local in 
next year’s terms for WHK and 
WCLE, William Pott continuing to 
keep crew of 16 men handling music 





for twin stations. 


Lord & Thomas} 
radio department and previously had | 








Savage—Staff Duties 
of Many Realigned 





Cincinnati, June 10. 

| In realigning the merchandising 
|}and research divisions of WLW, | 
| WSAI and shortwave WLWO, Rob- | 
| ert E. Dunville, general sales man- 
ager of Crosley stations, created a 
new department to handle all ad- 
| vertising and promotional material. 
| It is headed by Robert Savage, in 
\the merchandising department for 
the past two years. 


The station promotion department 
is being dropped. William H. Old- 





ham, who directed it, becomes head 

of the grocery division in WLW’s 

trade expansion department. 
Beulah Strawway heads the mer- 





| Bauer, formerly WLW field repre- | 
| sentative at Columbus, with Stewart 
Lewis on research work. ; 

Milton Allison, who joined the 
Crosley organization six months ago, 
directs the station promotion activi- 
ties. His assistant is Richard A. 
Ruppert, formerly WSAI sales pro- 
motion manager. 

J. E. Rudolph remains in charge 


of trade extension department’s drug 
division. 


LEON LEVY MAY RESUME 
IN NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 


Philadelphia, June 10. 

Dr. Leon. Levy, WCAU prexy, is 
expecting a call to active duty in the 
U. S. Naval Intelligence within the 
near future. Dr. Levy holds the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander. He 
served in the Navy during World 
War I. 

He has been giving much of his 
time in recent weeks to the service, 
specializing on radio communica- 
tions and press relations. 











| solidated-Edison’s 


| York’ on NBC’s Red. , Of late, how- 
wat | ever, 
| chandising and research department. | 


| * ¢ . 
| Her assistant on merchandising is Joe | 








Doing 


‘Tonsorial 


an Alfresco Yowl | 

Twitterbugs’ quartet, | 
composed of radio announcers Ben | 
Grauer, George Hicks, Mark Haw- 
ley and Harry Von Zell, is set to ex- 
ercise its respective tonsils next | 
week at Central Park, N. Y. Grauer, | 
et al, have entered themselves in | 
the annual Barber S'np Quartet | 
contest to be held at the Park Mall | 
June 19. 

Announcers have had their group 
working for some time. Last year 
they made an appearance on sev- 
eral radio shows, among them Con- | 
‘Echoes of New | 


} 
| 


the yodeling has been dormant 
and is to be revived for the Park | 
occasion. 


' 


PILLSBURY SET 
FOR BLUE IN 
FALL 


me 


NBC-Blue last week obtained 
new piece of business with a fal 
starting date. Account is Pillsbury 
and the contract is for 10-10:15 a.m., 
Thursday through Sunday. This 
series begins Sept. 11. 

It’s the first time that a strip hag 
been bought on the basis of include 
ing both Saturday and Sunday morne 
ings. ' 


‘Houlihan’ by Geo. Corey 
Showcases July 14 On 
CBS’ Summer Forecast 


Columbia’s ‘Forecast’ series will 
for its July 14 broadcast offer a se- 
rialized version of George Corey's 
‘Tibby Houlihan.’ The episode will 
run a half hour and Corey is making 
the adaptation. 

‘Houlihan’ was given a showcase 
performance by the Experimental 
theatre, an Equity-financed group, at 
the Biltmore theatre, N. Y., several 
weeks ago. 


Peter Goldmark of CBS 
Addresses AFRA, N. Y. 


New York local of the America 
Federation of Radio Artists will hol 
its quarterly meeting at 8 o’clock to- 
morrow night (Thursday) at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y. Bill Adams, local 
president, will preside and the prin- 
cipal business of the session will be 
nominations for representatives to 
the national board. 

In addition to consideration of 
routine matters, there will be a tall 
by Dr. Peter C. Goldmark, who des 
veloped CBS color television. 

















Sally Benson, Leon Turrou 
On Ed Wolf Roster 


Radio rights to ‘Junior Miss,’ 
Sally Benson’s stories recently see 
lected as a Book-of-the-Month Club 
and previously published in the New 
Yorker magazine, have been bought 
by Ed Wolf Associates. Pieces will 
be scripted as a half-hour series for 
evening, with the authoress super- 
vising. 

Wolf office has also signed Leon 
G. Turrou, former G-man and au- 
thor of ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ 
to supply new material and collab- 
orate on the script for a radio series 
to be called ‘The Enemy Within,’ 
dealing with foreign espionage in 
the U. S. 

In addition, the office is readying 
a new ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ series. 
Number of stories and plays are be- 
ing submitted to the sponsor this 
week. Like last year, the shows 
would be recorded in daily instal- 
ments and would run three to five 
weeks. It may start airing in the 
fall. Compton is the agency. 





Jesse H. Buffum, CBS New Eng- 
land farm director and editor of the 
WEEI, Boston, Farmer’s Almanac of 
the Air, will spend vaeation at his 


| farm, and Louis Webster of the Mass. 


Department 
pinch-hit. 


of Agriculture will 





Parker House, Boston, Using Radio 





Hotel Plugs Idea That Beantown ‘Is a Browsing 
Town’ 


,™ 
— 





WNAX V.-P. NOW U.S.A. 


Departing Bob Tincher Gets a Radie 
As a Gift 








Yankton, S. D., June 10. 
Robert R. Tincher, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of WNAX, has joined 
the 4th U. S. Cavalry Reserve on ac- 
tive duty. He’s a second lieut. 
Station’s staff gave him a going- 
away dinner and portable radio, 





Al Knapp, WGY, Schenectady, en- 
gineer, is back on the job after a 
three weeks’ layoff caused by a mis- 





placed vertebrae. 


The Parker House, Boston, is mak- 
ing a bid for tourist business from 
non-too-distant markets by the spot 
announcement route. It’s testing 
them on WDRC, Hartford, offering a 
booklet, ‘Boston Is a Browsing Town.’ 
Albert Frank Guenther Law is the 
agency. 

Bellevue Hotel, Boston, which is 
under the same management as the 
Parker House, is continuing on 
WGAN. Portland, and WLB2Z, 
Bangor, after an eight-weeks test. 
WSYB, Rutland, Vt., has just been 
added to this list, and WMCA, N. Y., 
is slated to offer a three-a-week five- 
minute news program for this same 
account this summer. 
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‘JUST DANDY’ SAYS MUTUAL 
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Mediation May Prevent WKRC Strike 





Many From AFRA Locals Converge on Cincinnati 
in Drive for Contract 





Cincinnati, June 10. 

A strike by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists at WKRC, Mu- 
tual affiliate, authorized by mem- 
bers of the Cincinnati chapter at a 
rally Wednesday (4), has been de- 
layed via the conference route, leav- 
ing the threatened walkout uncer- 
tain. Conflicting reports about the 
status of AFRA and non-AFRA an- 
nouncers, dramatic people and sing- 
ers at the station come from both 
sides. Hyman R,. Faine, national 
field representative for AFRA, claims 
a majority for members of his group 
at WKRC and also at WCKY, WSAI 
and WCPO, other Cincy stations 
that have not as yet entered into 
agreement with AFRA. WLW, big 
brother of WSAI under Crosley op- 
eration is in its second year of align- 
ment with AFRA. 

The day the rally was held, 13 
WKRC employees, designated as the 
Radio Artists Association, filed a pe- 
tition with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board asking that the group 
be granted bargaining power at the 
station. On the preceding day AFRA 
filed with NLRB a complaint charg- 
ing intimidation by the station. 
After both filings, counsel for Hul- 
bert Taft, Jr.. WKRC general man- 

ger, and AFRA reps conferred with 
Philip G. Phillips, NLRB regional di- 
rector, who was named mediator. 

At a meeting Monday (9), AFRA’s 
attorney, Robert N. Gorman, and 
Taft conferred on the matter of 
AFRA shop. It was to be followed 
by another session concerning: scale. 
Word from WKRC was that its man- 
agement, in trying to put the station 
on its feet after an era of red, wanted 
to be fair on salaries to employees 
and likewise didn’t want a walkout. 
Faine also stated that AFRA was 
endeavoring to be patient in reaching 
a peaceful solution. 

The rally was attended by 70 mem- 
bers of AFRA’s Cincy chapter, for 
which Faine claims 120 members. 
Only four of the attendees, accord- 
ing to WKRC, were employees of 
that station. It was held at night in 
the Gibson Hotel. Speakers were 
Emily Holt, AFRA national execu- 
tive-secretary; Faine, Ray Jones, ex- 
ecutive-secretary for AFRA’s Chi- 
cago local; Gwen DeLaney, AFRA’s 
executive-secretary in Detroit; Nel- 
lie Booth, AFRA’s executive-secre- 
tary in St. Louis, and Gorman, the 
Cincy chapter’s counsel, Telegrams 
of support were read from leaders of 
unions in the stage, screen and other 
fields allied with radio. 

Faine is also negotiating with 
WCKY, WSAI and WCPO for agree- 
ments while the WKRC deal is on 
the fire. 


Sunday Matinee For 


‘Invitation to Learning’ 








‘Invitation to Learning 
moved to Sunday afternoons at 2 
p.m., starting June 29. CBS top-of- | 
the-pyramid highbrower now broad- | 
casts Tuesdays at 9:30 p.m. 

Alan Tate is away for a month on 
vacation. Otherwise three main- 
stays remain, others being Hunting- 
ton Cairns and Mark Van Doran. 


Olson Moves t to Bev Hills 


Milwaukee, June 10. 

Johnny Olson leaves WTMJ this 
week to go to KMPC at Beverly 
Hills, Cal. He will continue to do 
his weekly Penn Tobacco show over 
WTMJ and a network of seven state 
Stations via transcription. 

His ‘Parade of the Bands’ partici- 
pating program at WTMJ will be 
taken over by other station an- 
nouncers. 


MARGARET LINDSAY WEST 


Margaret Lindsay, currently in the 
east for a series of radio guest dates, 
leaves for the Coast by motor the 
end of next week. 

She’s due to start work on the 
next Ellery Queen picture for Co- 
lumbia early in July and is dicker- 
ing for another assignment to fol- 
low that. 


is being 





a 
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Kaltenborn’s Coast Sponsor 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Albers Milling Co. will sponsor H. 
V. Kaltenborn from Salt Lake west 
on an NBC hookup of 14 stations. 
Eastern bankroller for the news 
commenator is Pure Oil. 

NBC takes him off the line at Den- 
ver three times a week. 


Reuters: (British) 
News Service 


Direct to KYW 


Philadelphia, June 10. 

After a month’s test, KYW last 
Friday (6) signed a contract with the 
Reuter’s News Service, making the 
outlet the only one in the U. S. with 
a direct line with the British news 
agency. In addition to Reuter’s, 
KYW now has Associated Press, 
United Press and Western Union 
Sports tickers in its newsroom. The 
Reuter’s service is short-waved from 











teletype machine to KYW. 

The NBC-Red’s Philly link now 
airs 64 news programs weekly, with 
46 newscasts, totaling five hours, 
sponsored. 


Guy Lombardo Orchestra 
In Overlapping Contract 
Snarl With 2 Sponsors 


Lady 
olive-Peet are tussling for the spon- 
sorship of Guy Lombardo. Former | 
account now bankrolls the band | 
Monday nights on CBS and C-P-P 
will back him Saturday nights on 
the same network, beginning July 5. 
Chances are that the Lady Esther tie 
may end with the June 30 broadcast, 
but there is an outside chance that 
the band may continue both series 
into the fall. 

Gregory Williamson, Pedlar 
Ryan radio head, said yesterday 
(Tuesday) that Lady Esther has op- 
tions to hold Lombardo at least 
through July and possibly until the 
end of September. He indicated that 
the cosmetic account would not ob- 
ject to having C-P-P also sponsor 
the band Saturday nights, 
latter series would plug Colgate’s | 
Toothpaste, not a competing prod- 
uct. Ted Bates is the agency for | 
C-P-P. 

‘Story of Bess Johnson,’ another 
C-P-P show, changes writers and 
| director June 30, when it moves 
from Ward Wheelock to Bates. 
| garet Lewerth and Ann Daly will 
probably succeed William Sweets on 
| the script and Basil Loughrane is 
| mentioned as replacement for Diana 
| Bourbon as director. 








} 


INNIS OSBORN DIES 


Radio Writer, 58, Had Been Ailing | 
For Some Time 


G. Osborn, 








Innis 


at his home in Norwalk, Conn. 
was 58 and had been ill for many 
months, 


vived by his wife, Olga Braasten, 
and two brothers. 


Seventh Guest,’ a 
that 
stock 
groups. 
‘Cavalcade .of America’ scripts, a 
serial, ‘Danger Fighters,’ 
from Paul de Kruif’s ‘Microbe Hunt- 
ers,’ and many other radio programs. 


eompanies 


Co. for a time and later was a mem- 





ber of the NBC script staff. 


London to New York and relayed by | 


Esther and Colgate-Palm- | poe" 
|Senator shot back that duplication | 


& | 


as the | 


radio scripter | 
and former playwright, died May 24 | 
He 


but was recently reported | 
on the road to recovery. He is sur- | 


Among Osborn’s plays was “The | 
murder mystery | 
was extremely popular with | 
and little theatre | 
He authored a number of | 


adapted | 


He did publicity for Century Play | 


LAWYER, WEBER 
ENDORSE FLL 


Cooperative Network Goes 
All Out in Fight Against | 
NBC and CBS — Latter 
Glumly Await Turn on 
Witness Stand 








FLY WINDS UP 





Washington, June 10. 

Louis G. Caldwell and Fred Weber, 
counsei and general manager respec- 
tively of the Mutual Broadcasting 
System, were the first industry wit- 
nesses before the Senate Committee 
which will decide whether to report 
out or kill the White Resolution. 
After FCC Chairman James L. Fly 
held the stand during the first three 
days of testimony (last week) and 
again on Monday, the Mutualites 
followed today (Tuesday) to back up 
Fly 100%. 

Caldwell and Weber declared that 
a Congressional investigation of the 
FCC was ‘unnecessary,’ that the 
anti-monopoly rules to which NBC | 
and CBS object will be a boon to 
all that affiliate exclusively and op- 


additionally, Mutual deprecated any 
delaying of the FCC ‘reforms.’ 


Admission that Mutual adopted 
|restrictive clauses in self defense 
when Transcontinental threatened to 
| snatch outlets was made by Caldwell 
in asserting there would be no con- 
fusion in listeners minds if outlets 
carried programs from various webs. 


Mutual’s sewing up of world series 
brought considerable hostile ques- 
tioning from Senators Chan Gurney 
of North Dakota and Carl McFar- 
land of Arizona, but Weber ex- 
|plained it is established industry 
| custom to get exclusive rights to air 
| various sports events. Besides there 
is less ‘duplication,’ he observed. 








was lessened to such an extent that 


| people of Arizona couldn’t get pitch- | 


by-pitch accounts at all. 


No serious defects in the existing 
statute were admitted by Caldwell. 
Present tendency of Commish to 
|write specific rules is wholesome, 
|since it ends shadow boxing and 
lets licensees know just where they 
| stand. 


Congress cannot lay down 
| detailed list of verboten practices, 
Caldwell declared. That was tried 
back in 1922 and didn’t work out. 
Radio is too rapid—growing to cover 
everything in the statute. The bar- 
rister, who has been an outstanding 





procedure, opined it is unsound to 
create ‘a tribunal of experts,’ and 
| then review every controversial 
action. If the commish isn’t doing an 
| honest job it ought to be replaced, he 
| remarked but the courts should not 
‘interfere with administrative dis- 


Mar- | 


cretion.’ 

The feeling here is that Fly is 
scoring cleverly against the indus- 
try. By enjoying, and exploiting, the 
privilege of being first on the wit- 
ness stand Fly has gotten his points 
| solidly across. Many public rela- 


|tions counsels here feel the belated 
| eempension of the webs’ views will 
| be under a bad disadvantage. 
However, it is necessary to add - 
| immediately that both NBC and 
CBS are discouraging staff mem- 
bers from talking, planning or 
making suggestions based on 
‘when’ or even ‘if’ the FCC or- 
ders go into effect. Webs have 
felt that they must assume that 
they are fighting James L. Fly 
with a reasonable chance of 
beating him. They feel that once 
Congressmen become convinced 
of the full scope of the Fly 
bloc’s ambitions to change radio 
| status quo a reaction in favor of 


} 


| 


| the networks will follow. 
Defeatism grew between the Wed- 
nesday adjournment and Monday re- 
sumption of hearings 
whispers and rumors the CBS-NBC , 
high commands were reported hold- 


(Continued on page 22) 


| 


tions can be dispensed with and, | 


own | 


critic of the regulatory agency’s past | 


but despite | 


Civic Boast of St. Louis Omitted 





Coal Institute Asks Bowes Not to Praise ‘Debatable 
Improvement of Smoke Nuisance 


+ 








| 
| ‘Lawyer Q’ Folding 
| 


Lorillard drops its support of 
| World Broadcasting-produced ‘Law- 
yer Q’ on WJZ, New York, July 1. 
No decision has been made about 
returning it to- the air in the fall. 

Quiz has been using the Tuesday 
7:30-8 p.m. spot. Was previously on 
WOR. 


Model Working 
Code for Writers 











Proposed code of fair practice for 
| free-lance commercial scripters, ten- 
tatively worked out by negotiating 
| committees for the American Assn. 
|of Advertising Agencies and the Ra- 
| dio Writers Guild, is being submitted 
this week to the governing bodies 
of the two groups. Four-A board 
| was to vote on it yesterday (Tues- 
day) and the Guild councils in New 
York and Los Angeles are consider- 
ing it today (Wednesday). If the 
Guild councils approve it, the pact 
| will be submitted to the organiza- 
tion’s membership for ratification. 

Agreement will not be binding on 
the agencies, but will merely serve 
'as a recommended code to be sub- 
mitted by the Guild to the individ- 
ual agencies. 





Newspaper Ownership 
Issue Seen Delayed 





Washington, June 10. 

| Postponement of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission's promised 
| probe of the newspaper-ownership 
| situation until sometime next fall 
was strongly indicated this week. 
Although pow-wow has been set for 
June 25, Commish is expected to dis- 
| play leniency in the matter. Par- 
ticularly since the industry is cur- 


Up for 4A Vote 


Until Fall or Later 


— 





St. Louis, June 10. 

St. Louis didn’t get a pat from 
Major Edward Bowes last Thursday 
night (5) for its solution of the 
smoke nuisance because of a pro- 
test that had been interposed by the 
Solid Fuel Institute, which is com- 
posed of Southern Illinois com- 
panies. Bowes had been slated ta 
mention this as one of the town’s 
assets in his community Boost, but 
Richard F. Wood, Institute manager, 
advised Chrysler and CBS that 
smoke elimination comes under the 
heading of controversial subjects. 

Wood’s wire was as follows: ‘Re- 
quest and urge respectfully deletion 
of any reference to St. Louis smoke 
program, the efficacy of which is 
debatable and highly controversial. 
Any reference whatsoever will only 
antagonize and create resentment in 
every high volatile coal producing 
community in the United States and 
among hundreds of thousands of 
miners of coal, home-firing of which 
is prohibited by the St. Louis ordi- 
nance.’ 


Mary Margaret McBride 
Program Not Continuing: 
Florida Paid $650,000 


Tampa, Fla., June 10. 

Mary Margaret McBride, New York 
radio commentator, and the Florida 
Citrut Fruit advertising fund have 
come to the parting of the ways. 
Florida Citrus Commission has de- 
cided to discontinue its CBS adver- 
tising program at the end of the cur- 
rent cycle. The program, subject of 
heated controversy among Florida 
orchardmen ever since it first went 
on the air last fall, drew criticism 
as to cost and effectiveness at the 
commission meeting last Tuesday (3), 

Existing contracts provide for cone 
tinuation of the program during a 13- 
week cycle beginning July 7 unless 
CBS and Miss McBride were given 
notification by June 4. The Com- 
mission asked for an additional two 
weeks for consideration of the re- 
newal, with the view to putting it up 








|to new commission to be appointed 


by Governor Spessard L. Holland. 
CBS was unwilling to wait, so com- 
mission said to drop it. 

Members of the advisory come 


|Tently immersed in hearings before | mittee declared canners were virtu- 


the Senate Interstate 
several weeks. 
postponement probably will be made 
by Harold Hough, head of WBAP, 
Fort Worth, and friend of Secretary 
of Commerce Jesse Jones. 

Commish desire to investigate joint 
control of newspapers and radio sta- 
tions assertedly stemmed from ‘need 
to evaluate the situation’ before any 
large investments had been made in 
the relatively new FM service. Did 
not mean to imply that it is ‘opposed 
to newspaper ownership of radio sta- 
tions in general or in any particular 
situation,’ the FCC declared. 

Belief that a substantial portion of 
the testimony could be taken at pub- 





| 


Commerce | ally unanimous in not regarding the 
Committee which may drag on for |air show 
Formal request for | opposed 


as right for them. They 
continuation through the 
summer even though rebates or dis- 
counts would reduce cost for the 
final 13 weeks to about half what 
earlier periods have cost. 

The program cost the Florida citrus 
industry some $650,000 with Mary 
Margaret McBride personally pulling 
down $1,500 a week. She was form- 
erly with WOR in Newark as 
‘Martha Deane.’ 

C. C. Commander, general manager 
of the Florida Citrus exchange, told 
his board of directors that ‘growers 
unorganized and unable to control 
the situation, have paid the bill and 
lost their investment’. Growers and 
canners feel the CBS formula lacked 
selling power and some complained 


they were not convinced Miss Mc- 
Bride commanded the radio audience 


| claimed for her. 


lic hearings skedded for the end of 
this month was expressed by the 
Commish, in its announcement, but 
warning was delivered that the air- | 
wave cops might ‘schedule subse- 
quent hearings to permit the de- 


velopment of more extensive studies.’ 


NEW COURT FOR SUIT 


Marie Sullivan Action Is Against 
McCann-Erickson Agency 











A suit by Marie Sullivan against 
McCann-Erickson Inc., was trans- 
ferred Wednesday (4) from the N. Y. 
supreme to the N. Y. federal court, 
due to diversity of citizenship. Ac- 
tion seeks damages of $10,000 for 
alleged breach of contract. 

Plaintiff claims she submitted an 
| idea for a radio seria] to the agency, 
which promised to whip it into 
shape and submit it to William Wrig- 
ley Jr. Co., for sponsorship. Plaintiff 
claims neither promise was carried 
| out. 


| 





What disturbed men here was dif- 
ferential of prices of Florida and 
California citrus on the market this 
season, There usually isa difference, 
but this year the margin was greater 
than ever before and the industry 


is blaming it directly on the advere | 


tising campaign. 


Bracken-Kraft Break Deal 


Hollywood, June 10. 

Don Ameche starts his summer 
shift on Kraft Music Hall July 17, 
week after Bing Crosby and Bob 
Burns call it a season. 

Deal for Eddie Bracken to do a 
few guest shots is off. Jerry Lester 
will likely alternate with other 








comics during the slough period. 
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From the Production Centres 


» ee 


'N NEW YORK CITY... 





-f Riley’...Everett Sloane and Paul Stewart are recent cast additions... 
‘tuesday (17) night’s ‘Grand Central Station’ script is by Will McMorrow 
',,Joan Tetzel will play the lead...Leggett Brown trying to talk Robert 
.. Sherwood into making a series adaptation of his ‘There Shall Be no 


,1g the ‘Good Neighbors’ program, will collaborate with Philo Hifley on | 
-he U. S. Treasury Department’s gummer series in the Texaco spot on 
BS...Esther Reipstein, actress-singer on WBYN, slightly injured Thurs- 
iay (5) when struck by a truck. 


Burgess Meredith and June Walker will do the guest leads in ‘Green 

x7row the Lilacs’ for the season's finale of ‘Campbell Playhouse’ this 
"riday night (13)...Miss Walker will repeat the part she created in the 
riginal Broadway production...Ranald MacDougall’s ‘The World’s Best’ 
,lramatic series goes back on NBC blue (WJZ) tomorrow night (Thurs- | 
tay) with an adaptation of the Dickens short story, ‘The Bagman’s Uncle’ | 
_ ..Kiesewetter agency will probably decide this week about submitting 
‘nother program to Penn tobacco for ‘Vox Pop,’ which goes to Bromo- 
Seltzer after two more weeks...It’s a toss-up whether the account stays 
‘n radio or sticks exclusively to mag and newspaper space. 


Axton-Fisher tobacco (20 Grand cigaret) has renewed ‘Your Happy 
| 3irthday’ through mid-September and continues the same name-guest 
HN olicy....Milton Berle and Simone Simon are on the show this week 
ind Margaret Lindsay next week....Paul Stewart goes on the ‘Aldrich 
,family’ tomorrow night (Thursday)....Maxine Keith, who did ‘From Me 
0 You’ series on WINS, now handling all femme shows at WOV and 
;joing 25-minute show five mornings a week....Beverly Bayne and Ed 
=| Jerome added to ‘Pepper Young’ cast....Sandra Michael and John Gibbs 

,0 Chicago. 

Vic Ratner will throw a party tonight (Wednesday) to celebrate his 
_oirthday...WMCA hands Bob Goldstein directorship of its artists bureau— 
ne’s been a staff salesman for two years...George McCall making adver- 
‘tising rounds, tracking down a new sponsor before returning to Hollywood. 

Choral Society of the Paramount Pictures Pep Club, comprising 40 
voices, makes its radio debut tomorrow (Thursday) night over WNEW... 
Edith Morgan Savage directs...Mrs. Helene M. Caskin, KYW’s Phila- 
‘delphia ‘Story Lady,’ will present a monthly book review on Alma Kit- 
-thell’s NBC-Blue network program, ‘Streamlined Journal.’ 

Keenan Wynn, his wife and month-old child escaped injury last week 

when their house at North Hills, L. I., was burned...‘Let’s Swing,’ new 
‘series with Jimmy Lytell’s orch, starts June 21 on NBC red...Hank Law- 
‘son and his Knights of the Road move their NBC red origination Monday 
'(16) from WTIC, Hartford, to WRC, Washington. 
' Martha Tilton, in from the Coast for brief visit, does her show via 
WEAF-NBC tonight (Wednesday) replacing Bonnie Stewart, from KYW, 
Philadelphia, for the single date...Billy Grant starts a Saturday after- 
,noon series on NBC red June 21...R. J. Reynolds tobacco dropping ‘Uncle 
Ezra’ after the June 28 broadcast...Bill Johnstone regular member of 
cast of ‘Danger Is My Business’ for Axton-Fisher tobacco via WOR-Mutual 
-.-Admiral Byrd will guest on tonight’s (Wednesday) show. 

Sandra Michael interviewed over WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., last week 
| 2+ Douglas Way has resigned from the WWRL announcing staff to take 
/2 job as checker for AFRA...Gene English, CBS engineer formerly in 
, New York and now employed in the network’s Hollywood studios, east 
, with his wife for a couple of weeks’ vacation...Doris Bienz joined the 
,WWRL office staff...Joe Bell, supervising director of NBC dramatic 
_ shows, leaves Saturday (14) for three weeks’ vacation...he’ll probably 
take a freighter through the Canal to California. 

Penne raised by a newspaper story, that the reunion of Union 

ege’s class of 1926 will be attended by Tom Lewis of Young & 
Rubicam and his wife, Loretta Young, evaporated. ..Lewis flying west to 
join wife at time in Hollywood. 

Maurice C. Dreicer back from six-week vacation and resumed his mara- 
thon broadcasting over various indie stations....Jerry Seelen, Dan Shapiro 
, and Lester Lee collaborating on series NBC is readying for Phil Baker.... 
,; Betty Shay taking summer leave from NBC to stage four productions at 
. Monomoy theatre, Chatham, Mass... .Georgette Harvey, Bedelia Falls, John 
Hamilton and George Mathews added to cast of ‘Fight Camp,’ with Sam 
Byrd and Blanche Ring....Ed Nickel, of the Mutual publicity department, 
‘returned to work after contracting pneumonia on his honeymoon.... 
oo. At Lafayette College commencement Friday (6), Mrs. Ogden Reid, i. A 
[4 , Herald Tribune, and Raymond Gram Swing received honorary degree of 
Doctor of Humane Lefters, and George V. Denny, Jr., moderator of Town 
Hall, delivered the commencement address. 


‘ 


) 
) 
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te IN HOLLYWOOD eee 
me : ; Edward G. Robinson, Crane Wilbur, editor-producer, and all hands on 
af Big Town have been renewed for next fall by Rinso. Season ends July 2 
, and picks up again Oct. 9...KECA jumped its nighttime juice from 1,000 
to 5,000 watts with all the secrecy of a hot sales lead...Maury Webster, 
KNX announcer, goes into a middie uniform this week. Ditto Carlton 
, Seick of KHJ...Hedda Hopper’s 5ist birthday brought more than 100 
; film and radio players to her Sunkist broadcast to give it a rousing 
signoff. ..John Barrymore sneaked in unobserved and nosed up to the 
mike for an unscripted interlude, quipping ‘I hope you live to be a million 
so you can co-star with me sometime.’...Actor’s Workshop will innovate 
_a ‘new technique’ in dramatics on KFI, with James Allen calling the 
shots...Ted Sherdeman’s ‘Latitude Zero’ graduated to the full NBC red 
, net from coast sustainirig...Robert Armbruster won’t be back with 
Chase & Sanborn in the fall. He goes off with the last downbeat June 
; 29 and another maestro will lift the stick on the autumnal resumption. 
Matter of economics...Connie Boswell joined Musicians Local 47 to play 
, the cello on Kraft Music Hall...Bob Jennings, of Kastor agency, Chicago 
here...Charles Ryder, KNX auditor, to Ohio for vacash over the petrol 
, route...Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber & Molly) have been in show biz 
; 80 long it’ll take Hedda Hopper three weeks to dramatize their career on 
, her Sunkist program...Alex Robb, NBC’s program and talent sales Coast 
topper, 20 years wed...George Fisher goes sustaining over Mutual through 
the summer after his sponsor withdraws until Sept. 10. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO . . . 


Austin Fenger, new director of KSFO Farm Journal, a 
things. .. .has 900 acres in Sonoma county in pears and Brveins Mth 
} KGO-KPO tied in with National Hotel Week and staged a sewing bee for 
} its mikes in the lobby of the St. Francis hotel as promotion for the new 
{ NBC building....gag, out of which the Dainty Dozen get new uniforms to 
‘ carry on further stunts, took place in midst of American Institute of Bank- 
' ing convention....Dee Bredin, correspondent for National Geographic 
Harper’s and other mags, will be NBC’s reporter in Sumatra... .took time 
, out to be interviewed by Ann Holden on KGO just before clippering to 
_ Dutch East Indies... .Shirley Dinsdale, young daughter of Al Dinsdale of 
if KGO-KPO, will do a ventriloquist act on Benny Walker’s air show June 23 
foe ..Austin Fenger to handle KSFO trade news....Balance of KSFO pub- 
; licity ‘continues under Marie Houlahan, who is also CBS praiser here.... 
Miss Houlahan is to give a course on ‘Use of Radio as an Educational 
Medium at Mills College this fall. It’s part of the institution’s Radio Work- 
shop series headed by J. C. Morgan, former KSFO program director and 
production manager... -Temperence Smith, formerly of Time mag, replaces 
| Ethel O’Kane in KGO-KPO continuity department. Latter wedding. Lola 
7 Camaches replaces Marion Hansen as secretary to Chief Engineer Curtis 


‘ Peck....Bob Bishopp, sound effects, called to Naval service, replaced by 
i Don Monett, moved up from mail room. 








_ Arlene Francis has replaced Peggy Conklin in the femme lead in ‘Life | 


light’ for Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne...Wyllis Cooper, already script- | 


Edward Jansen Returns 
To Tacoma in 60 Days 


San Francisco, June 10. 

Edward Jansen, currently on 
KSFO’s sales staff, leaves within 60 
| days to become general manager for 
Tacoma Broadcasters, Inc., of Ta- 
|coma. who have been given the go- 
| ahead for a new 250-watter on 1490 
| ke. Contract for Jansen’s services 
| has already been signed. Jansen was 
manager of KVI, Tacoma, for nine 
years and spent a year at KGU, 





| Honolulu, and KOL, Seattle. 


Joined KSFO a year ago as an 
ordinary salesman because, he says, 
he’d heard that if you can succeed 
in Frisco, you can get by anywhere. 
He succeeded so now heads back to 
the executive field. 


Mutual Backs Fly 


Continued from page 21 














ing to the position that they had no 
alternative but to fight Fly. 

The Senate group’s preliminary 
consideration of the White resolu- 
tion tended to Lecome-a matter of 
skillful presentation. Fly had set a 
pace the broadcasters will have trou- 
ble keeping up. 

For one thing, Fly on almost every 
point and occasion was far more 
quick-witted than the senators. Most 
of them have only a_ superficial 
knowledge of what the fuss is all 
about and tragically scant under- 
standing of how the radio business 
is run. Result was that the head 
reformer neatly wiggled and squirm- 
ed out of tight spots, adeptly sent 
the lawmakers chasing will o’ the 
wisps, and turned the industry’s ar- 
guments right back on the industry. 
Knows Senators 


With good understanding of the 
way many Senatorial minds work, 
Fly harped constantly on the allega- 
tion that the Commish is only try- 
ing to help the little fellow and pre- 
vent the big ‘New York corporations’ 
from exercising undue influence 
economically, socially and political- 
ly. In the view of most solons, 
‘monopoly’ is to a senator as a red 
flag to a bull. 

Another disappointing factor— 
from the industry viewpoint—is the 
constantly dwindling attendance. As 
usual at Senate hearings, a good 
turn-out marked the first day but 
the second and third sessions saw 
fewer and fewer members on hand. 
There were frequent brushes and 
several spells of hostile questioning— 
so that the FCC head cannot be said 
to have had everything his own way 
—but on the whole the issues were 
befogged, either through Fly’s men- 
tal agility or the lawmakers’ failure 
to appreciate significant but delicate 
points. 

Outlook is for many more days of 
hearings, with Fly estimating it will 
take him about two more hours to 
complete his defense to the commit- 
tee. Schedule is stretching far beyond 
original expectations. Fly has been 
promised a chance to offer ‘rebuttal’ 
testimony when the industry peo- 
ple are done, while Commander T. 
A. M. Craven is on the program to 
explain why the two-man minority 
refused to subscribe to the FCC 
rules. Definite card hasn’t been pre- 
pared, but Mutual people are ex- 
pected to follow Fly. Mark Eth- 
ridge will be one of the chief wit- 
nesses to oppose the regulations, 
with Neville Miller now unlikely to 
say much, if anything. Columbia’s 
case will be handled by Ed Klauber 
and Niles Trammell will act for 
NBC. 


Parsons Show Goes On 


Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Pre- 
miere’ series Friday nights on CBS 
has been renewed by Lifebuoy soap 
for another 13 weeks for a slightly 
upped price. 

-However, the increase is said to 
be-less than the reported $2,000-a- 
week boost. 














KDKA Course In Morse Code 
Pittsburgh, June 10. 

Classes in radio telegraphic code 
are being established by KDKA as 
an added contribution to national 
defense. While station manager 
James R. Rock said that men sub- 
ject to draft will be accepted, he 
added that chief purpose of classes 
is to strengthen home defense front 
by teaching code to those who are 
not likely to go into selective service. 
Women are also eligible for instruc- 
tion. 
‘Instruction will be free and will 
be given twice a week at KDKA un- 
der direction of Dwight A. Myer, 
chief engineer. 











Washington, June 10. 
Two Mystery Men 


Press table veterans of those 
drawn-out hearings last summer on 
‘fitness’ of the late Col. Thad H. 
Brown thought they saw some fa- 
miliar faces in the room. They were 
two of the ‘real estate men’ who fig- 
ured prominently in RCA’s ma- 
neuvers to compromise the old anti- 
trust suit. Their interest in these 
proceedings is still a matter of spec- 
ulation. 





Weber As Prompter 


Record won't show that Fred 
Weber, Mutual’s general manager, 


did a good deal of testifying. Two 
of the days Fly was in the witness 
chair, Weber sat directly behind the 
Commish group on hand to furnish 
information the Chairman didn’t 
know. Often when some data was 
requested, it got into the official 
transcript through a triple play. 
Weber to DeQuincy Sutton (FCC 
economist) to Fly. 





Comic Relief 

Spectators are grateful for South 
Carolina’s Cotton Ed Smith. Besides 
supplying badly-needed comic relief 
at tense moments, he has the faculty 
of reducing a lot of long-winded ora- 
tory to fundamentals. His whistles 
of amazement, guffaws, and grimaces 
of mock indignation several times 
brought the committee back to the 
main road. One of his best cracks 
came after Fly, satirically making 
the point that lots of people express 
opinions on subjects about which 
they know nohing, read a letter from 
an officer of the University of Cali- 
fornia alumni association urging ap- 
proval of televisicn standards and 





Echoes of Senate Hearings | 
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remarked ‘there's 120,000 votes right 
there.’ With perfect timing and ex- 
pressive dead-pan, Smith inquired 
quietly ‘for who?’ 





Fly Digs One Up 

Network attorneys dusted off their 
books after Fly cited the 1911 St, 
Louis terminal case as precedent for 
the regulations, And found the Su- 
preme Court held illegal any ‘ob- 
stacle, hindrance or restriction’ 
handicapping a medium of interstate 
commerce trying to serve the pub- 
lic.” They still don’t agree, though, 
with Fly’s interpretations, claiming 
the FCC chairman overlooked the 
point that railroads are common car- 
riers while broadcasting stations and 
networks specifically are not. 





Every Lil Web—A Meeting of Its Own 
The network contingents in gen- 
eral kept away from each other. 
With the Mutual gang at a table in 
the center of the room, most of the 
NBC staff grabbed places at the com- 
mittee’s left and the CBS execs were 
on the opposite side of the room. 
Neville Miller was nearest the solons 
and right next to Niles Trammell. 





Tobey With a Tab 

Senator Tobey wants to drag some 
skeletons from the FCC closet. He 
showed up the second day with a 
long list of written questions but 
asked only a few of them. When 
the committee got around to recess- 
ing Wednesday (4) for the rest of 
the week, he announced he wants to 
quiz Fly about a number of other 
subjects (unspecified) which may 
take a couple of hours. Presumably 
relating to the testimony of last 
summer about the old RCA consent 
decree. 








BIGGER FCC WATCH 
ON THE RHINE’S AIR 


Washington, June 10. 

Around 100 new jobs with the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion are in prospect as result of the 
24-hour radio watch on foreign 
broadcasts. President Roosevelt has 
asked Congress for another $674,414 
in emergency money to finance the 
eaves-dropping unit which tran- 
scribes and translates every alien 
program containing propaganda of 
any sort. Staff comprises mostly 
translators and experts of various 
kinds, with a few clerks and engi- 
neers, 


Jack Fulton’s WLW Spot 


Cincinnati, June 10. 
Jack Fulton, tenor, has replaced 
the de Vore Sisters, harmony trio, 
on WLW’s midnight slumber stanza, 
Moon River. The de Vores joined 
the Crosley staff in 1935. They will 
stick around Cincy until the fall 
commercials begin and probably re- 
join WLW. Until then they will do 
some recordings in Columbus and 
Chicago. Ruth de Vore is the wife of 
Fred Thomas, WLW news writer. 
Sylvia Rhodes, songstress on WLW 
and WSAI for the past 30 months, 
took departure last week. She is ne- 
gotiating for a network affiliation in 
Chicago or New York. Her hubby 
is Mark Davisson, a member of 
Billy Snyder’s orchestra. 
Arthur Radkey, production man, 
has been replaced by Paul De Fur. 
Buena Ward, copyright. checker, 
also is off the WLW-WSAL staff. 


LIONEL STANDER INJURED 


Robert Sloane Steps Into CBS Role 
On Actor’s Non-Appearance 




















Robert Sloane, co-author with 
Leonardo Bercovici of ‘The Life of 
Riley,’ took over the title part 
in the show on short notice last Sat- 
urday (7) morning when Lionel 
Stander failed to arrive for rehear- 
Sal. It wasn't until the program 
was on the air that it was learned 
that Stander had been injured in an 
auto accident on his wey to the 
studio from his home in Croton, 
mn ue 

Stander, who was knocked un- 
conscious when his car ran into a 
pole as he swerved to avoid hitting 
a child who ran across the street, 
was taken to the hospital in Briar- 
cliff, N. Y., nearby. It wasn’t until 
he was taken home that his wife 
learned of the mishap and tele- 
phoned the studio. Stander is ex- 





pected back on this week’s (14) 
snow: 





CLERGY GROUP 
ASKS FOR FCC 
PROBE 


Release from the ‘Department of 
National Religious Radio’ over the 
past weekend disclosed that a group 
of eastern clergymen, headed by the 
Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick, of the 
Riverside Church, N. Y., had ap- 
pealed by letter to President Roose- 
velt for a ‘full and searching inves- 
tigation’ of the FCC’s rules on net- 
work-affiliated stations relations. 
The clergymen, some of whom have 
done broadcasting, took the view 
that all programs of religious broad- 
casting stood in serious peril and 
that in its opinion the action pro- 
posed by the commission ‘was hasty, 
drastic and ill-considered.’ 

The réport, stated the letter, 
would, if put into affect, ‘greatly cur- 
tail the opportunity for such nation- 
wide service, and would jeopardize 
cultural educational, musical and re- 
ligious broadcasting in general.’ 


Office of Govt. Reports 
Protected From Gagger 
Proposed by Sen. Taft 


Washington, June 10. 

Continuance of radio activities of 
the Office of Government Reports is 
guaranteed following senate sur- 
render during conference with the 
house on the bill giving the agency 
permanent status. The compromise, 
ratified by a 176 to 130 tally in the 
house Tuesday (3) and by unani- 
mous consent in the senate Thurs- 
day (5), eliminated the amendment 
of Senator Robert A. Taft, of Ohio, 
forbidding any motion picture or 
radio dissemination of information 
about Federal activities. 

Restrictive clause was blue-pen- 
ciled, the house learned, because 
technically it would have prevented 
the White House’ adjunct from even 
sending on request copies of radio 
talks by government officers. Only 
squawk came from Rep. Robert 
Rich, Pennsylvania Republican, who 
almost daily declaims about New 
Deal extravagance. After inquiring 
why the Taft amendment was 
dropped, Rich commented ‘it would 
have stopped this administration 
propaganda that is going out all over 
the country, and it seems to me that 
would have been a mighty fine 
thing.’ 
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Information has come to Variety that the inter- 
est of a large number of congressmen in the com- 
mercial ramifications of broadcasting has been stim- 
ulated by the current seething over the FCC’s rules 
on network-affiliated station relations and that a 
goodly number of these legislators have inquired as 
to where they could obtain some basic facts on the 
subject. Being itself always devoted to the public, 
as well as trade interest and convenience, VARIETY 
herewith offers a radio primer for members of 
Congress. 

Our public servants share with the rest of us to- 
day a certain confused state of mind because of the 
bewildering velocity of brickbats flying in all direc- 
tions. Radio is, to a congressman, just one of the 
many uproars of the day. He is more and more 
interested in radio for the place it holds as a me- 
dium of public expression and less and less able to 
keep pace with conflicting statements about its al- 
leged abuse, the contradictions and the counter- 
claims. 

Variety will leave it to the congressmen to fight 
their own way through the contradictions but of- 
fers the following guide to some of the basic ele- 
ments of what’s what, and why, in the American 
system of commercial broadcasting: 





Station Break-Downs 











American radio is comprised of over 800 stations, 
of which around 750 are devoted to commercial op- 
eration. These are divided, as to power, as follows: 


Power Stations 
tence dca cehed enw ed 41 
ee SO ee ia tess bieee eee . 1 
BUDOU Watts .....00. EN Pere ee . 1 
Se WE bk ont ee cowie tekstas dae s 7 
I cis ue bso eee bene eee 1 

I RE LEY See NS ek Ne 138 
lg Se ane ere pany, ee ee 8 

Se WN os a ey ac cA heh ene saree 134 

i ee ee 31 

ee ae, ee in og 322 

I Gre 2 a BP ae 75 


These, in turn, are divided by network member- 
ship as follows: 


ET ee ee 130 stations 
SUES kn od DE-d bvan Gace 103 stations 
REE bos a ties kb cao d,o Ba 118 stations 
NN hoe teat ae ao hed 176 stations 
Multiple ownership of stations by networks and 
other interests is as follows: 
Oy ns Vee ete See. uG sek 7 stations 
a eee ay ee a 7 stations 
ne 298 stations 
*Multiple Station Owners........... 87 
*Single Station Owners ............. 379 
*(According to the FCC’s Monopoly Report, the stations owned 
by the 87 multiple owners accounted for 58% of the industry's 


single-owned stations accounted 
sales of the multivle-owne? 
$82,669.) 


Network-A friliate Relations 


NBC, CBS and Mutual each have a different type 
of contract with the local stations that comprise 
their networks. 

In the case of NBC and Columbia the local sta- 
tion receives as compensation for national advertis- 
ing from 20% to 37% of the station’s own card 
rates. (In rare instances, stations have gotten full 
card rate minus 20% to cover network sales and 
line costs.) 

Mutual’s standard compensation to stations calls 
for the locals to get their full card rate minus 15% 
for sales service, with each station paying its own 
hookup line (A. T. & T.) charges. 

NBC also allocates to itself the revenue on the 
first four hours sold on a station weekly as its com- 
pensation for sustaining services. 

Contracts with local stations in the case of all 
three network companies stipulate exclusive affiia- 
tion, but, despite this, Mutual has in a number of 


1939, while the 
The average time 


total revenue for 
for the balance. 














ed 
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instances been able to secure time clearance for 
Mutual programs over the stations of the NBC- 
Blue Network. 


NBC guarantees its affiliates a number of hours 
during the day and early evening wholly reserved 
for local purposes and free from network sales pre- 
emption. Under the Columbia contract affiliates 
are required to make available all their scheduled 
time from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. for network sales. 
Mutual has, during the past year, obtained a pledge 
from its basic stations that certain hours of the 
day will be made available for network business. 


A pertinent difference between NBC and Colum- 
bia and Mutual are their corporate, economic and 
administrative setups. The NBC-Red and the 
NBC-Blue are subsidiaries of the Radio Corp. of 
America, while Columbia is a privately-owned en- 
tity. Only in the case of Mutual do the affiliated 
stations own stock and participate in network man- 
agement and administration. 





Network Complexion | 








Although Stations are licensed to operate locally 
and networks, a’ such, receive no license from the 
FCC, some 400 of the stations, by virtue of their 
network affiliation and pre-emption of substantial 
parts of their daily operating hours have a national, 
or network, program complexion. 


The networks serve as the chief transmission 
belts not only of famous radio entertainers such as 
Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Kate Smith, Amos ’n’ 
Andy, etc., but form the chief source of the best 
sustaining (non-commercial entertainment) and 
public events, educational and informative pro- 
grams. Very few widely popular or expensively 
contrived programs reach the public by any other 
channel save networks. 


The sum effect of network enterprise on local 
station enterprise-has been a diffuse one. Some 
stations, despite their affiliation, have continued to 
maintain a high standard of local initiative in pro- 
viding programs of entertainment value and com- 
munity interest, but a substantial percentage of 
local stations have been inclined to function merely 
as a fill-in service, content to let the networks sup- 
ply the leadership, the brains and the programs. 





Industry Income 





In 1940 the entire broadcasting industry (net- 
works, national spot and local) sold time to adver- 
tisers in the .amount of $154,823,787 gross, and 
$109,629,527 net. 


NBC Red and Blue .......... $37,137 ,823* 
a aes eee 31,137 ,823* 
OS ae eee eee rr ee 3,600,161* 
S50 Ce i ve cee $71,875,807* 

*(Net figures.) 


In 1940 the entire broadcasting industry showed 
a ‘broadcast service income’ of $33,296,708 (left af- 
ter deducting expenses from net sales, but before 
deduction of taxes), while the *profits shared by 
the networks were: 


NBC Red and Blue ......+06. $3,918,772 
Perr eT e se Tey eee Tere 5,006,634 


*(Mutual reported a loss of $39,712.) 





Spot Broadcasting | 








Besides the national network (Red, Blue, CBS, 
MBS) with which they are affiliated, local stations 
also derive income from regional networks (such 
as the Don Lee, Yankee, Texas State), and from 
national advertisers who place their business direct 
(i.e. ‘national spot’) with the stations and _ local 
advertisers. For NBC and CBS affiliates the in- 
come from such ‘other’ sources provide a much 
greater margin of velvet. Outside of a 15% com- 
mission to the advertising agency and another 15% 
to the station’s national sales representative, the 
income on national spot business is retained locally. 














| The Radio Law 


All radio stations are licensed to operate by th. 
Federal Communications Commission which wa 
organized in 1934, superseding the older Federa 
Radio Commission authorized by the Radio Act o 
1927. Networks, remember, are not licensed by th: 
FCC. Networks exist through contractual rela 
tions over which the FCC has heretofore exercisec 
only indirect control. 


The Present Quarrel 


The nub of the present dispute between NBC 
CBS and the FCC is the authority of the latter tc 
exercise such control directly, that is, interfere it 
the relations between networks and affiliates. NBC 
and Columbia maintain that no such authority ha: 
been delegated to the FCC under any radio law o: 
amendment, while the FCC, at least its majority 
points to Section 303 (1) of the Communication: 
Act of 1934 as support for its power in this respect 
The section provides that the commission ‘make 
special regulations applicable to radio stations en 
gaged in chain broadcasting.’ 

The FCC requires as a condition of licensing tha’ 
the licensee agree to operate the station in the pub. 
lic interest, convenience and necessity. At leas! 
once every year, and on any other occasion if or. 
rered to do so by the comission, the licensee mus’ 
re-apply for an extension of its license and may, aj 
such times, be compelled to prove that it serves the 
public interest. 

As a result of the FCC’s rules growing out of its 
investigation of network ‘monopoly’ the stations 
whose licenses are about to expire must presumably 
serve upon their networks notice to the effect that 
(a) they can no longer assign the sale of their loca. 
time exclusively to any one network or (b) remain 
allied to any network comparfy which owns more 
than one network. The latter provision is directeé 
exclusively at the NBC-Blue and this provision, if 
enforced, leaves NBC no alternative but to dispose 
of this network. The FCC in its monopoly report 
contends that NBC has maintained the Blue mere- 
ly as a buffer for the Red network and to stave off 
competition from other networks or the develop- 
ment of other networks. Mutual is not only a strong 
proponent of this viewpoint but favors the eradi< 
cation of exclusive contracts between network and 
affiliated station. The two older network com- 
panies argue that such eradication would destroy 
the very motive and foundation of network opera- 
tion. 




















Public Interest | 





One of the moot questions that has been most 
argued before the commission and within the broad- 
casting industry and by ‘social’ critics is that of 
public interest. Understanding of the question in 
recent years has made sharp strides from the aca- 
demic to the economic realm as the FCC, acting on 
the pleas and complaints of broadcasters them- 
selves, has clarified the meaning of ‘public interest, 
convenience and necessity’ specifically as regards 
the duties of stations in granting free time or in 
selling paid time to political parties. 

The moot question of public interest has alsa 
received further crystalization in recent years, not- 
ably in 1939 when the National Association of 
Broadcasters, the trade group of the, industry, 
adopted a code of ethics in which it sought to stand- 
ardize for its membership the recognition, interpre- 
tation and application of public interest. This code 
is particularly designed to place all controversial 
issues on a firm basis of equitable opportunity be- 
tween persons or groups with counter points of 
view, to assure an equitable distribution of free 
time and to withhold from sale time and facilities 
to exponents of controversial subjects. In general 
it attempts to insure genuine free speech and pre- 
vent abuse of free speech by demagogs and persons 
or organizations of ill will, 


























‘PERFECT CRIME’ TRIAL 
SET BACK TO SEPT. 


A $250,000 plagiarism suit by Mon- 
roe B. Levoy, known as Roy Post, 
against Philip Morris & Co., Ltd., 


the Biow Co., Inc., NBC, Jack John- 
ston and Milton H. Biow has been 
set back from June to September 
trial in N. Y. supreme court by con- 
sent. An examination before trial 
of the defendants and the serving of 
a bill of particulars by the plaintiff 
is still uncompleted. 

Post claims that in July, 1937, he 








conceived an idea for a radio serial 
entitled ‘The Perfect Crime,’ and 
submitted it to Biow. The idea was 
plagiarised over WEAF starting Nov. 
22, 1938, it is claimed. Philip Morris 
sponsored the program, Milton Biow 
is president of Biow Co., and Jack 
Johnston is a program director of 
Biow. 





San Antonio.Ben Kaplan has 
been added to the News staff of sta- 
tion WOAI. Charles Conklin has 
taken over night duties. 

Pat Doyett of WOAI has joined 
announcing staff of KABC where 
Don Carol has been transferred to 
the engineering department. 


Royal Gelatin Gets Plug 
From Bergen Fill-In 





Standard Brands will utilize the 


summer time of Chase & Sanborn on | 


NBC for a substitute program to ad- 
vertise another of its products, Royal 
Gelatine. 

* Program, ‘What’s My Name,’ will 
be handled by Sherman K. Ellis 
agency, taking over during July and 
August after Edgar Bergen’s troupe 
calls it a season (29) 





WBNS Ohio State Annual 


Columbus, June 10. 
Fourth annual ‘Ohio State 


last week as the school year neared 
its close, had 42 students from Prof, 





| that station. Originated by Tad 
| Reeves, publicity director, when a 
/ Student at the university, the event 
was supervised. by Jack Price, pro- 


director of developmental programs. 

‘Day’ is one in which the students 
run the station from 5:30 a.m. until 
1:00 a.m., relieving the regular staff 
at all posts—from announcers to 
script writers to salesman. 


| 





| 
| 


| 


| following order: 
gram director, and Irwin Johnson,| George Britton, Georges Miquelle,! 


Uni- | 
versity Radio Day’ at WBNS, held | 


CHAUTAUQUA SIX 
SET FOR NBC RED 


Series of six concerts from Chaue- 





Don Riley’s radio classes taking over tauqua, N. Y., will be aired 4-5 p.m. 


Sundays, starting July 20, over NBC 
red (WEAF). ; 

Weekly soloists will guest in the) 
Mischa Mischakoff, ' 


| Suzanne Fisher, Georges Barrere and’ 
Evan Evans. 


Niagara 





Falls. — Jack Brown,’ 


| WHLD announcer, into Uncle Sam's’ 


| khaki last week. 
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: | EVERY 
NEVERTHELESS WILL SEE IT THROUGH. HAVE PULLED 
HAIR OUT OF MY HEAD AND AM NOW WORKING ON ARMPITS. 


Comedy By Remote Control se JOE BUSH 642P 


. WwW : G5492 NL 95 SANFRANCISCO CALIF JAN 26 651P 
a i of sinsigg one STUD SQUARE HOLLYWOOD CALIF 
CBS STUDIOS COLUMBIA 4 j 
By VICK KNIGHT THANKS A LOT OLD BOY. KNEW YOU WOULD COME THROUGH 
FOR KRISPEE CRUNCHALEES. HAVING CHILDREN BROUGHT IN 
-N2209 90 DL NEWYORK JAN 18 927A 'BY FLEET OF BUSSES. ARRIVE ABOUT HALF HOUR BEFORE 



















_ JOE BUSH GARDEN OF ALLAH VILLA #7 , BROADCAST. 
~ HOLLYWOOD CALIF FRED HIGGINS 
‘PLEASE DESTROY ALL TICKETS FOR TUESDAY BROADCAST STOP SALES MGR PAC COAST 
! DISTRICT SALES MANAGER PACIFIC COAST HAS TURNED ENTIRE | .- KRISPEE CRUNCHALEE CORP 846A 
‘ STUDIO OVER TO STUDENT BODY OF LARGE SCHOOL IN VENTURA i: 6 


‘ STOP THANKS AND REGARDS D6529 98 HOLLYWOOD CALIF JAN 27 242P 

WEDLOCK ROBERTS MAL STERN 

J ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 445 MADISON AVE NEWYORK 

, UNIVERSAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 1207P WILL TELETYPE REVISED SCRIPT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
. DRESS REHEARSAL. SHOW NOW LOUSY WITH JOKES FOR KIDS. 

OR SHOULD I HAVE STOPPED AFTER LOUSY. 


| 


|: NAJI7 24 LOS ANGELES CALIF JAN 18 323P 

WEDLOCK ROBERTS 3 

-| 445 MADISON AVE NEWYORK os. 8 

, SORRY BUT BUSH DEFINITELY VETOES JUVENILE STUDIO AUDI- [4280 66 NEWYORK JAN 27 910P 

| ENCE STOP BUSHS SOPHISTICATED TYPE OF COMEDY TOO SMART JOE BUSH 

1 TO CLICK WITH SCHOOL KIDS STOP IF LAUGH RESPONSE IS KNX HOLLYWOOD CALIF 

LIGHT LISTENERS APT TO THINK BUSH IS FLOP STOP JOE INSISTS WAS THAT A PROGRAM YOU UNVEILED TONIGHT OR WAS IT 

‘, ON ADULT AUDIENCE AS USUAL. HITLERS SECRET WEAPON. MY WIFE CAUGHT ME LISTENING 

; NAGEL BAGEL AND SAID CQME DEAR DONT OVERSLEEP. IF I KNOW YOUR 

MGR JOE BUSH ENTERPRISES 427P SPONSOR YOU HAVE A BREAKFAST FEUD ON YOUR HANDS. 

> = | BOB HOPE 635P 

. £4302 72 NL NEWYORK JAN 18 931P * *¢ 8 7 

- NAGEL BAGEL | P6523 NL BATTLEAXE MICH JAN 27 916P 

’ THE STRIP HOLLYWOOD CALIF MALCOLM STERN 

: APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWPOINT BUT COAST SALES MANAGER UNIVERSAL ADV AGENCY 

'’ SAYS THIS SCHOOL IS BIG CONSUMER OF KRISPEE CRUNCHA- 445 MADISON AVE NEWYORK 

-. LEES. WHY ALIENATE CUSTOMERS. BESIDES TICKETS ARE AL- TONIGHTS BROADCAST ABSOLUTE DISGRACE STOP WE HIRED 

I READY DISTRIBUTED. WHAT DOES BUSH HIMSELF HAVE TO SAY.' JOE BUSH FOR COMEDY NOT TRAGEDY STOP PROGRAM TO- 

: ROBERTS 821A | NIGHT DIDNT HAVE SO MUCH AS A SINGLE SNICKER STOP IN 
| THESE TROUBLED TIMES THERE SHOULD BE MORE LAUGHTER 
|STOP EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL IF OUR BOARD WILL PICK UP 


| BUSHS OPTION IN FACE OF SUCH DISMAL FAILURE. 
445 MADISON NEW YORK ARTHUR LOWE 


| WESTERNUNION WONT ACCEPT WHAT BUSH HIMSELF HAS TO_ PRES KRISPEE CRUNCHALEE CORP 847P 
SAY. SHALL I TRY POSTAL. BUSH FURIOUS, INSISTS NO KIDS IN | , * * «@ 
STUDIO. NC2387 DL 43 VENTURA CALIF 
BAGEL 402P JOE BUSH 

CBS STUDIOS HOLLYWOOD CALIF DONT PHONE 
H2309 69 NEWYORK JAN 19 534P THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR PERMITTING OUR STUDENTS TO VISIT 
, NAGEL BAGEL YOUR WONDERFUL BROADCAST. THEY ENJOYED IT IMMENSELY 


THE STRIP HOLLYWOOD CALIF ~ | AND ALL THINK JOE BUSH IS JUST THE FINEST PERSON IN THE 
' RADIO DEPARTMENT HELD MEETING THIS MORNING RE KID’ WORLD. 


' AUDIENCE TUESDAY. SORRY BUT WE THINK BUSH ONE HUNDRED | 
@\| PERCENT WRONG. 


JOE BUSH 635P 


Se. ¢...9 


_ R2739 45 HOLLYWOOD CALIF JAN 19 1121A 
’ WEDLOCK ROBERTS 


THERESA JONES 


DIRECTOR VENTURA ACADEMY 902A 
ROBERTS 620P | ** © 


_G6520 45 HOLLYWOOD CALIF JAN 28 1123A 
| THERESA JONES 


* . om 
Q6357 34 HOLLYWOOD CALIF JAN 20 1037A 


=': WEDLOCK ROBERTS VENTURA ACADEMY VENTURA CALIF 

' 445 MADISON NEW YORK MY DEAR MADAME. IN MY LENGTHY CAREER AS A COMEDIAN I 
BUSH IS NEVER ONE HUNDRED PERCENT WRONG. HIS AGENT HAVE FLOPPED IN FLORIDA DIED IN DENVER BEEN HECKLED 
TAKES TEN PER CENT OF EVERYTHING. IN HACKENSACK AND HAVE STUNK IN STOCKHOLM. I HAVE 
BAGEL 206P | LAID EGGS SO BIG THAT HENS HAVE ACCUSED ME OF VIOLATING 

| THE HATCH ACT. BUT NEVER UNTIL LAST NIGHT DID I TRY TO 

+PUT ON MY ACT INSIDE A REFRIGERATOR. I WILL GET BIGGER 

LAUGHS AT MY OWN WAKE. ANY RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THAT 


’ ss 3 

1 

!- P9087 33 NEWYORK JAN 21 1127A 

{. JOE BUSH 

t THE LONE PALM PALMSPRINGS CALIF 

FOR GAWDSAKES JOE BE REASONABLE STOP WESTERN REP OF DENTAL. LOVE AND HISSES. 

KRISPEE CRUNCHALEES ALREADY GAVE OUT TICKETS STOP 

WILL LOSE CUSTOMER IF HE DISAPPOINTS SCHOOL STOP HOWS * @¢ 6 

m, ABOUT REVISING SCRIPT SO AS TO APPEAL TO KIDS IN STUDIO | 36754 33 VENTURA CALIF JAN 28 312P 
STOP MAYBE SCRIPT COULD BE BUILT AROUND MOTHER GOOSE wr JOSEPH BUSH 


3! NURSERY RHYMES. BEVERLYHILLS CALIF 


ROBBIE 843A DrAR MR BUSH. MISS JONES OF VENTURA ACADEMY JUST 
SHOWED ME YOUR TELEGRAM. CANT TELL YOU HOW SORRY. I 

| AM. EVIDENTLY I FORGOT TO TELL YOU THAT VENTURA ACAD- 

|EMY IS AN INSTITUTION FOR DEAF AND DUMB CHILDREN. 

| FRED HIGGINS 406P 


Inside Stuff —Radio 


PM, New York daily, last week scareheaded that Sterling Products is tied 


JOE BUSH 1205A 


* * * 


mm: 19064 73 PALMSPRINGS CALIF VIA INDIO JAN 21 345P 

! ‘WEDLOCK ROBERTS 
445 MADISON NEWYORK 
YOU HAVE ALREADY GIVEN ME FING. FORGET MOTHER GOOSE. | 
’ JOE 1206P | 





7 + 

=a, J6742 90 NEWYORK JAN 22 1058A 

|| JOE BUSH 

BEVERLY HILLS CALIF 

SAVE YOUR JOKES FOR THE SCRIPT. WE INSIST THAT A FEW 
GAGS ABOUT CHILDREN AND THEIR ACTIVITIES WILL WOW 





bah nia in America, Makes Bayer Aspirin, Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder, 
hillips’ Milk of Magnesia, Castoria, Ironized Yeast, Energine and 
a eon ROBERTS 1012A other drug products. . oe em 
| ‘Bri fly,’ WN ; r , , 2 wt ¢ sAl- t*Qrn7 
aes oh sivedivwiss GALIF SAN os isa | riefly,’ PM, in the story by Lowell L. Leake, stated: ‘37,880 out of 
ee re rw The latter was organized by I. G. Farben, the German dye trust. Its 
- ee x Ek acter eens alee sine Eppte debentures are guaranteed by Farben and it is controlled otherwise 
ie be Sate ahr wearer oon 4 - ANTOR. SO HELP through holding companies and interlocking directors.’ 
Ben Bog cee ee penn Sgr ig a PLAY PM story also alleged that a house agency is operated by Sterling and 
" het Sin tapeyen made references to Sterling’s prospective role as chief angel of the still- 
= 1iP | born Transcontinental network in which Elliott Roosevelt was a figure. 


| 


' YOU PLAY THE PART OF A BOYSCOUT. 


* 7 * 
J6539 NL 89 NEWYORK JAN 24 740P 
SAM GOLDWYN 
HOLLYWOOD CALIF afternoon for the wedding of Rosemary Cox, New York i 
ead g : semary Cox, New York deb, and Leslie 
ee tie oe oon SR ENDEP BUT HATE T. Harris, WQAM (Miami) newscaster and Variety reporter in that terri- 
MANAGER OUR “BIGGEST ACCOUNT KRISPEE CRU . 4ES- tory. ; The wedding is the culmination of a radio romance of few months’ 
BREAKFAST FOOD GAVE ALI TICKETS FOR JOE B NCHALEE | standing when Harris did a personality series from the Miami Beach 
CAST TOMORROW TO STUDENT BODY OF SCHO . se ge BROAD- hotels. Miss Cox was stopping at the Hotel Wofford and spurned p.a. 
ae ae oe TO § a] iC OL IN VENTURA. | Ronnie Ames’ invitation to cooperate with Harris, from WQAM (CBS out- 
tk E USES TO GO ON. : CLAIMS HIS TYPE OF COMEDY WILL let) until Ames assured Miss Cox of Harris’ personal charm. Ames was 
gl Tk hg So SrvnK AUDIENCE. WOULD 2700 BE WILL- p.a. for the late Hal Kemp who married another socialite, Martha 
op Rel eee OUR BEHALF, YOU COULD GIVE OUR Stephenson (now reported engaged) to Victore Mature of ‘Lady in the 
b RENGTH., Dark’) and through her knew Miss Cox and Jean Harrington, another of 
WEDLOCK ROBERTS 823A that Stork set. Latter, incidentally, for a time did socialite publicity for 


| Monte Proser’s Copacabana, N. Y., nitery. 





The Stork Club debutante set moves to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, N. Y., 


G5420 34 BEVERLYHILLS CALIF JAN 25 205P 

; eeeecen ear anes Richard Porter, N. Y. v.p. for Stack-Goble, declared yesterday (Tues- 

j 5 N AVE NEWYORK | day) that his office had not made an offer for the CBS-produced show 

» SORRY. MY NAME IS SAM NOT SAMSON. | with Jack White, Pat Harrington and Frankie Hyers, but that he had 

SAM GOLDWYN 112P merely listened to an audition and inquired whether the show had to go 

CBS or whether it could be spotted on any other network. Columbia’s 
answer was it had to go with a CBS client. 





~ * se 

§3762 40 NEWYORK JAN 25 205P 
JOE BUSH 
CARE NAGEL BAGEL Ilka Chase’s new nighttime program for Camels, ‘Penthouse Party.” w 
THE STRIP HOLLYWOOD CALIF cut off the air Friday night (6) on its debut due to faulty mecceltnk dh GAB 
SINCE OPTION PICKUP IS DUE NEXT WEEK THINK IT EXTREMELY Judith Anderson did not complete her recitation. In addition, it is under- 
UNWISE TO INCUR CLIENTS ENMITY STOP BELIEVE IT TO YOUR stood another Rubinoff solo and an orchestra number were just forgotten 
BEST INTERESTS TO DO BROADCAST TOMORROW AS PLANNED ; ' 
WITH AUDIENCE FROM VENTURA SCHOOL. 

MALCOLM STERN 

PRES UNIVERSAL ADV. AGENCY 1140A 

om * 7 

T3498 17 HOLLYWOOD CALIF JAN 26 212P 
» MALCOLM STERN 
* 445 MADISON AVE NEWYORK 
SCRIPT REVISED. 


SFA 








Se De ee. 


Spencer Bentley is appearing in ‘Good Neighbors’ shows Thursday 
nights on NBC-red. He’s been in Mexico and Cuba probably oftener than 


any American announcer because he was at one time a purser on the old 
Ward line. 


“BteS la 





Felix Greene, former American representative of the British Broad- 


casting Co., is no longer with Film Associates, Inc., of New York. Greene 
WHOLE THING RHYMES WITH SPHINX.'! is in charge of a Quaker camp near Newhope, Pa. 





AUDIENCE AND ANY LIVING CHARACTERS WAS PURELY ACCI- | 


rit N 7i-? " , ations “Vj is > arges f 
YOUNGSTERS. OUR PRESIDENT SUGGESTS A ROUTINE IN WHICH | UP_Wth Nazi-controlled corporations. Sterling is one of the largest ad- | 


1,700,000 shares of Sterling are held by General Aniline & Film Corp. | 


this noon (Wednesday) and the reception at the Hotel Pierre in the | 





Boris Said Dies 


Continued from page 3 


between Retth and Walter C. Teagle, 
Standard Oil Co. cf New Jersey, but 
the latter insists he never met Reith, 

It was through Eddie Dowling that 
Said came into show business. In 
1932 Said was in the Detention Pen, 
held for deportation. Through 
Standard Oil connections, Dowling 
was contacted because of his friend- 
ship with Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
then campaigning for the presidency. 
Said’s release was obtained and the 
Russian contributed liberally to the 
campaign fund. 

Said and Dowling secured the 
release on the St. James from Vin- 
cent Astor and later the 44th Street 
owned by the Astor estate. St, 
James was built by the late A. dL. 
Erlanger at a cost of $1,400,000, most 
of which was raised by a bond issue, 
floated publicly in New Orleans, 
Bondholders got nothing and the 
property was foreclosed by the As- 
tors when ground rent of $25,000 
was defaulted. Name of the house 
was then changed from Erlanger’s. 


Dowling’s ‘Benefit’ 

Dowling and Said were supposed 
to be 50-50 on the St. James lease, 
but the actor-manager stated he 
never received any part of the 
profits during the six years they 
were associated. Said was a shrewd 
operator, but made the mistake of 
agreeing to pay the Astors 10% of 
the gross as rent. That may explain 
why he was so exacting on terms 
with shows which played the the- 
atre. Such shows as ‘Lost Horizon,’ 
which cost Rowland Stebbins $130,- 
000, and ‘May Wine,’ a Laurence 
Schwab musical, had to put it on the 
line in all details and few managers 
booked the house a second time. 

The rent percentage inspired Said 
to make one of the toughest deals 
connected with the St. James. Show 
was a revue called ‘Thumbs Up,’ 
which Dowling presented and ap- 


theatre get 18% of the gross. Such 
a cut in the taking made it impos- 
sible for the show to operate to a 
profit. Dowling exceeded the pro- 
duction budget and because of that 
he appeared in the revue without 
ever receiving salary. 
Poiitical Angels 

Reason that Dowling assented to 
such a proposition was that several 
| political friends invested coin in 
‘Thumbs,’ including Frank C. Wal- 
ker, present postmaster general, and 
Ben Smith, spectacular Wall Street 
bear early in the depression. Revue 
lost $155,000 and, while he retained 
the friendship of Walker and Smith, 
they never again invested in a Dowl- 
ing theatrical venture. Arguments 
between Said, Dowling, Walker, 
Smith and others when ‘Thumbs’ 
was being readied was the talk of 
the neighborhood. Nearby showmen 
remained in their offices to listen in 
on the lurid language tossed about. 
‘Thumbs’ was described as having 
two of everything as far as the cast 
was concerned, ‘also Uncle Boris, 
seven partners, five directors, five 
| managers and five press agents—but 
no business.’ 

Transaction that split Said and 
Dowling followed the run of a sur- 
prise hit in the-St. James, it being 
|‘King Richard II’ with Maurice 





|Evans. Latter had $25,000 backing 
| from Joseph Verner Reed (who de- 
|clared he was through with show 
biz previously). Said agreed to per- 
mit the play to be presented for two 
weeks without guarantee, provided 
he and Dowling receive 25% each. 

Said also posting the salary bonds. 
| Show proved a sensation. After six 
months, during which ‘Richard’ 
| grossed $285,000, Dowling asked for 
}an accounting and, after consider- 
| able controversy, received a check 
|for $5,000. That is claimed to have 
| been the only coin he ever received 
|from the Russian. It was then un- 
| derstood that Dowling’s office rent 
in the biulding was to constitute his 
interest. Said is credited with once 
saying that everybody in show busi- 
ness was crooked or crazy—except 
himself. 

To bolster his theory that he was 
not a showman, Said’s name: does 
not appear among the officers of the 
Nesca Company, corporate name of 
the St. James and 44th Street man- 
agement. Two. secretaries, Elsie 
Tymeson and Jennie Cordoza, have 
been the technical operators of the 
houses. Meyer Zentner, former or- 
chestra leader who was his general 
manager, died several months ago. 





Cantor Options Shore 


Eddie Cantor has picked up the 
option he holds on the services of 
singer Dinah Shore for next season. 

She will return to the NBC-Red 
Wednesday 9 p.m. slot with Can- 
tor’s Ipano-Sal Hepatica program 
Oct. 1. 





peared in. Said insisted that the” 
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‘Any Bonds Today 100% Free 


Poling on Transcription 
Answers Wheeler Rally 





ASCAP has broadsided the press that, regardless of its differences 
with the networks, Irving Berlin’s new song, ‘Any Bonds Today,’ 
which he wrote at the invitation of the U. 8. Treasury Dept.’s De- 
fense Bonds drive, can be freely and unconditionally performed 
For technical copyright reasons, Ferdinand Kuhn, Jr., 
of the Treasury Dept. requested ASCAP to clear up any and other 


every where. 


such details. 


The same will apply for ‘Arms for the Love of America,’ another 
song authored by Berlin at the War Dept.’s 
quest, also for propaganda purposes. 


As KDKA Balances Sides 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 
Hewing to line in its policy of pre- 
senting both sides of every con- 
troversy, KDKA last Thursday (5) 





Ordnance Division’s re- 
of Senator- Burton K. Wheeler’s 








wm |Fittsburgh speech with transcription 





Detroit, Areca Centre, 
Sees Itself Bombable 
And Hams Prepare 





Detroit, June 10. 
Figuring Detroit, as one of Demo- 
cracy’s arsenal, is sure to be bombed 
in wartime, the hams, radio ama- 
teurs, are getting an extensive train- 
ing here. 


the Red Cross combined on Saturday | 


and Sunday (7-8) in the emergency | has the network end of the business. 





Naturally lacking the ac- Thompson, which handles part of the 
tual conditions, the Michigan Ama-' account, has begun placing spot con- 
teur Radio Emergency Council and | tracts -with fall starting dates. 


activity designed to be used in bomb- | 


ings. 


Six mobile short-wave radio units, 


manned by 50 amateur operators, 
were posted near school buildings, 
usual shelter places in stricken areas. 
Then working on the premise other 
communication systems were knocked 
out, the hams notified key station at- 
tendants at the Red Cross stations of 
conditions in their areas and of the 
kind and amount of supplies needed. 
The Red Cross got in its training, too, 
by dispatching the supplies as called 
for. 


Increase WJR’s Camp Visits 


To give Michigan listeners a full 
hour of defense programs, station 
WJR has moved back its ‘Selectees 
All’ from 1 to 1:30 p.m. on Sundays. 
Moving the half-hour visits to camps 
where there are Michigan men per- 
mits the station to air the CBS na- 
tional program ‘What Can I Do For 
Defense’ during the former period 
and then follow with the local pro- 
gram. 

The station is going in for exten- 
sive coverage of Army camps to fol- 
low the local draftees. Broadcasts 
have been made from Camp Custer, 
Battle Creek, Mich., and Fort Sheri- 

dan, Ill., with future programs orig- 
inating at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
and Camp Livingstone, La., and 
other remote points. 

Larry Payne, station announcer, 
and Jerry Pettit, defense editor of 
the Detroit Times, are collaborating 
on the interviews. 





F.O.B. Detroit Moving 

CBS is moving ‘F.O.B. Detroit,’ the 
WJR sustaining show which has been 
spotted on Saturday afternoon, to 
7:30 to 8 p.m. Fridays, starting June 
13. The show is staged from the 
Scottish Rite theatre in Detroit with 
the studio orchestra, under Samuel 
Benavie, upped to 33 pieces, the Don 
Large chorus of 16 voices and two 
guest soloists. 

Some 24 CBS stations have been 
carrying the Saturday show, one of 
the biggest sustainers ever offered 
by a Columbia affiliate. 








Good Public Response 
Miami, June 10. 
Station WIOD here believes it is 
the first station to establish a ‘na- 
tional defense activities department.’ 





Since then through its parent news- | 


paper it has been making a play for 
general recognition of its leadership 
in this phase. Carries quarter pages 
devoted to various station efforts to 
ballyhoo and otherwise help. along 
national defense. 

Frank’ Jaffe, WIOD defense di- 
rector, so-called, finds the public 
thinks well and speaks well of sta- 
tion for doing this. 

Prize Is Defense Stamp 
Fort Worth, June 10. 

Instead of awarding cash in the 
morning quiz show titled Morning 
News announcer Hal Thompson is 
awarding United States Defense 
Savings Stamps. Questions 
based on items appearing in 
morning papers. 

Various number of stamps 
awarded to those answering 
questions, 


Clapp’s Baby Food Off 


Clapp’s Baby Food folds its 
‘Mother o’ Mine’ series on the NBC- 
Blue July 4. 
the agency. 


are 
the 








are | 
the | 





Young & Rubicam is | 


Clapp is a subsidiary of the Amer- | 


ican Home-Sterling Products com- 
bine. 


of half hour talk made earlier in 
evening here by Dr. Daniel Poling 
of Philadelphia. Latter was spon- 
sored by ‘Union Now’ group while 
Wheeler appeared locally under 
auspices of America First Commit- 
tee. Wheeler spoke in Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Hall despite fact 
that thousands had protested to 
newspapers and _ public officials 
against the use of that auditorium 
for his purposes, 

Meeting with Dr. Poling was 
waxed by KDKA because regular 


Groves Bromo Considers 
Morning Air Show 


Groves Bromo Quinine may this 
fall use a 15-minute morning pro- 
gram on one of the networks in ad- 
dition to the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
series, which has already been 
spotted on the NBC-Red. J. Walter 





Russel Seeds agency of Chicago,|10 p.m., with Poling address going 


| on from 10 to 10:30. 








immediately followed its broadcast | 


| accounting. 


commercial show had been pencilled | 
in for hour at which he spoke. | 
Wheeler’s talk was aired from 9 to | 
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Off In A Cloud of Recriminations 


————— 





WWDC, Washington, Sues and Is Sued as Dyke 


Cullum, Ed Spence Fail to Get Along 





Washington, June 10. 

Infancy of WWDC, newest local 
outlet and second non-affiliated -sta- 
tion to debut here in six months, is 
marked by bitter fighting between 
original partners which now has 
taken the form of an attack on the 
transmitter’s operating permit. Just 
as the switch was about to be 
thrown, Dyke Cullum, one of the 


incorporators, tried to put the Capi- 
tal Broadcasting Co. 
firm’s affairs and asking for 
asked $5,000 damages in a counter- 
suit charging Cullum tried to ‘wreck’ 
the organization, delayed construc- 
tion, and is responsible for increased 
costs of building the transmitter. 
In addition, Edwin M. Spence, the 


secretary-treasurer and former 


into receiver-| 
ship, charging mismanagement of the | 
an | 
Now the Company has| 


secretary of National Association of 


' Broadcasters, wants $10,000 balm be- 


cause Cullum last January allegedly 
shook him violently while he was 
lunching and caused him to jab his 
face with a fork. The company also 
asked the court to punish Cullum 
with a $10,000 fine. 

Third round was launched by 
Cullum with an application to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for WWDC’s facilities ‘250 
watts, unlimited, on 1450 kc). 





WILSON REP FOR KFRO 
Longview, Texas, June 10. 
James R. Curtis, of KFRO, has 


,closed with Howard H. Wilson of 


Chicago, New York, Kansas City 
and Hollywood to represent the sta- 
tion. 

KFRO now operates full time on 
1,000 watts power on 1370 kilocycles, 
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Mr. Martin (right) converses with his ten- 
ant planter. He says his day is incomplete 
when he —_ the morning eens — 
of Michael Hinn. Lowell Thomas also 

rates tops on his radio preference list. 






m Jim Martin is twelve 
years old, attends Junior 

igh School and is activel 
engaged in Four-H Clu 
work. One of his chief 
**ether-wave” interests is 
Jack Armstrong. 





“MEET DONALD MARTIN 


AND FAMILY” 


The Donald Martins are represen- 
tative of many thousands of mid- 
west farm families who daily enjoy 
the clear channel service of WLW. 
Radio plays a big part in the lives 
of the Martins—with WLW in the 


leading role. features 


entertainment 
Mr. Martin, a young, progressive 
farmer, takes an active interest in 
the Decatur County Farm Bureau, 
the Indiana Farm Bureau and 
serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Indianapolis Producers. He 
highly compliments the WLW ag- 
ricultural policies, market reports, 
weather and news. With his assist- 
ants, Mr. Martin cultivates 845 
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regular listening habits. 
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REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamericqn Broadcasting & Television Corp. 


rams as Jane Sheridan’s 








acres of corn and wheat scien- 
tifically rotated with other crops. 


Mrs. Martin, a lover of flowers and 
shrubbery, appreciates the horticul- 
ture information aired by special- 
ists of the WLW staff. News and 
are, 
course, a part of the entire family's 







Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


Melba Martin, pretty nine 
year old daughter, is an 
ardent fan of the little 
stuffed shirt, Charley Mc- 
Carthy, and also enjoys the 
whimsical antics of Fanny 
Brice as Baby Snooks. 
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Each member of the Martin family looks forward to the programs emanating from 


the Nation’s Station. 


Mrs. Martin enjoys and profit greatly from such 
omemakers’ Review and the 
onsumers’ Foundation. Her chief interest, flowers 
and shrubbery, has greatly enhanced the beauty of this 


The family preference is classic and semi-classic 
though each, of course, has his or her own favorite. They find that W 
them a complete and well-balanced radio fare. 


ee 

sein, Siete Ci Ly , 

Aen Sago. 

The home ot ‘eS Donald Martins: R. F. 
—6o miles north-west of Cincinnati. 


gs 8, 
W gives 





D. No. 8, ekaeuibiain ietiene 


San Francisco — International Radio Sales. 


THE NATION'S 
won Vlexchanitse-able 


STATION 














RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 11, 194] 








26 1 
‘FIGHT CAMP’ ‘NEWS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE’| CARL MATTISON ALARM CLOCK 
f With Blanche Ring, Sam_ Byrd | Talk ~~. ro > mn 
O OW- P ommen George Mathews, John Hamilton, | 10 Mins. eet pe 
Bedelia Falls, Georgette Harvey Sustaining = oe -_ 
Dramatic Serial Daily, 6:05 p.m. ’ any | 

30 Mins. WJZ-NBC, New York Novelty of this getter-upper which 
Florence George’s  coloraturing | Meredith Willson conducted a slug- | Sustaining NBC-Blue’s New York outlet ush-|runs an hour and a half, with a 


was the standout of the Ford Sum- 
mer Hour Sunday (8), the soprano 


exhibiting as fine a voice as many of | 


her more publicized but less out 
standing competitors. Especially iv 
her solo work did the soprano click, 
for her delivery of ‘Charmant oiseau’ 
from David's ‘Pearl of Brazil’ was 


gish orchestra which specialized in 
| noise. 





| Kent Cooper, head of the Associ- 
|ated Press and no prouder of the 
| popular song he has written, ‘Dixie 
| Girl,’ than a mother is proud of her 
| child, appeared on the Lanny Ross 
| program on CBS recently. 


The A.P. | Razor. 


| Sunday, 7 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, New York ; 
WOR, a Mutual key station, is con- 
| tributing this series to the network 
| with the object of hypoing advance 
interest in the fight broadcasts which 
Mike Jacobs has sold to Gillette 
First of these round-by- 
i}rounders, Joe Louis vs. Billy Conn, 


tops. Here she showed a fine spun) exec was introduced as ‘the person- ears over Mutual next Wednesday 


legato, excellent diction and shading, | ifaction of fact’ and the guest singer, | 


with clear staccato work in the upper 
register. Her trills and runs were 
even and brilliant, and the quality of 
the voice was exceptionally beauti- 
ful. The same high standard was ex- 
hibited in ‘The Last Rose of Summer,’ 
where a use of too much portamento 
at the start was quickly overcome to 
a click finish. Neither Miss George 
nor Bob Hannon, lyric tenor, showed 
up to advantage in their duets. 
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WOON 


90,000 WATTS 
CHICAGO 





















Nine 


years 


leadershi 
in 


Chicago 


Ask any Radio Sales office 


for more information about 


WBBM, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 waft stations 





Dinah Shore, as the ‘personifaction 
of fancy.’ She was tabbed as from 
Nashville, which made her plausible 
to warble Cooper’s ‘Dixie Girl’ opus. 
Miss Shore embellished the enter- 
tainment of the Franco-American 
spaghetti quarter hour, Cooper pro- 
vided a good publicity stunt. Since 
he became a songplugger the head of 
the A.P. goes around meeting strange 
people and doing strange things, a 
strange excited gleam in his com- 
poser’s eye. 





Connie Boswell topped her sing- 
ing and talking assignments on Kraft 
Music Hall, with a cello solo of a 
classical number. Bing Crosby wen 
to some lengths, fore and aft, in em- 
phasizing that the cellist was Miss 
Boswell. After playing the selec- 
tion skillfully, Miss Boswell modestly 
expressed the ‘hope’ topflight cellists 
throughout the country would ‘over- 
look’ her bit, or words to that effect. 





‘Whistling in the Dark’ (with 
Milton Berle as the whistler) proved 
to be on Friday night (6) a blurred 
incident in the life of writer- 
director-curtainspeecher Charles 
Martin, who rescued the piece from 
the charitable forgetfulness of nine 
years ago when it was a very mild 
item of the legitimate theatre. Press 
agentry rather than accurate report- 
ing describes such a vehicle as 
worthy of the pretentious Philip 
Morris series title, ‘Great Moments 
from Great Plays.’ In the unfolding 
of a far-fetched plot, the stage origi- 
nal had the advantage of scenery 
and the timid, squeeky, eyebrow- 
askew mugging of Ernest Truex. For 
radio’s 26 minutes flat, the substance 
of entertainment was pretty meagre. 
Berle, playing the role of a mystery 
story writer cornered by gangsters 
and forced to plot himself out of his 
predicament, played the part straight 
and satisfactorily. To underscore the 
fact that a crossfire comic was at- 
tempting legit farceuring, Martin 
adopted the device of having Berle 
show up for an audition. It was, 
forsooth, a rehearsal that was broad- 
cast. While this served the contrast 
idea and also let Berle down gently 
as a character actor, the audition de- 
vice had the further effect of making 
an unreal script seem even more 
synthetic. It committed the basic 
story-telling sin of reminding the 
listener that it was just a bunch of 
actors, probably wearing spectacles, 
reading off mimeograph sheets. 





Gene Austin with his Whippoor- 
wills, as he calls his rhythmic quar- 
tet, is a refreshing interlude from the 
Village Barn, N. Y., over WOR. His 
zingy arrangements in the _ ultra- 


trast to the current crop of pops that 
it’s the more effective. The Whip- 
poorwills billing is borrowed from 
the first line of ‘My Blue Heaven.’ 
Austin’s 1,000,000-platter seller on 
Victor, and the way he does ‘Heaven’ 
and other oldies still makes them 
sound like advanced 1941 arrange- 
ments. With himself at the piano to 
self-vocalizing, and his two rhythmic 
guitars and string bass, it’s a cork- 
ing combo. Doris Sherrill, further- 
more, contributes vocally to break 
up Austin’s solo work. 





Milton Berle, guesting for Dorothy 
Kilgallen on CBS Saturday morning 
(Johnson & Johnson) was breezier 
with his pseudo-ad lib interruptions 
than when doing his major ‘inter- 
view’ in miniature. 
this facile funster almost made a 
stooge of the columnar femme who, 
however, foiled nicely. Incidentally, 
her mike address is improving and 
likewise the announcer is toning 
down, and is not as stentorian, so 
that the blend of the chatterer with 
the commercial spieler makes for 
a more harmonious whole. 





Ed Sullivan for Silver Theatre 
Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. (CBS) 
has developed a ‘silver palms’ acco- 
lade to prominents that breaks up 
his variety show nicely. His Broad- 
way and Hollywood chatter is still 
the mainstay. Gypsy Markoff was his 
accordioning guest, and while not 
exactly a ‘new discovery,’ which is 
the supposed keynote of these guest- 
ers, filled in adequately. Will Brad- 
ley-Ray McKinley’s jive was too 
robust, especially for a Sabbath eve 
interlude. Bradley should moderate. 





_Paul Whiteman should be affec- 
tionately told by his well-wishers 
that his idea of ‘staying on the beam’ 
with his dansapation from Chez 
Paree, Chicago, over NBC is not 
Whiteman and is tough on the ear- 
drums. How much different — and 
more like the Whiteman brand of 
quality music—when he essays a 
smooth waltz like ‘Maria Elena.’ But 
when he drives hard, it’s a hard bar- 


modern idiom are such marked con- | 


None the less/} 


(18) and the curious part about the 
initial installment of ‘Fight Camp’ 
was that the only punchy moment it 
offered came at the end when the 
leads in the cast, remaining in char- 
acter, exchanged some small talk 
with the two heavyweight contest- 
ants. It was a three-way hookup, 
Louis being cut in from his training 
camp at Greenwood, Lake, N. Y., 
and Conn, from his training spot at 
Pompton Lakes, N. J. 

The script, authored by Frank 
‘Red’ Dolan, fits the requirements 
but its patterned strictly to stock, 
characters, situations, plot and what- 
not. The direction, by Harold Mc- 
Gee, runs along in about the same 
| groove. 

The denizen’s of ‘Fight Camp’ are 
more motley than colorfully interest- 
ing. There’s Ma Corbett (Blanche 
Ring) who operates the layout. She 
has a daughter (Bedelia Falls) for 
whom she harbors higher ambitions 
than associating with prizefighters. 
She wants her girl to have a college 
education. George Mathews is cast 
as ‘Ironman,’ an ex-pug and handy- 
man around the camp, while John 
Hamilton, who plays the part of an- 
other pug, ‘Gunboat,’ sounds as 
though he’s been tagged for the 
menace of the piece. To Sam Byrd 
falls the role of a young fellow with 
a deadly wallop who’s destined for 
bigger things, and undoubtedly a 
romance with Ma’s daughter. Georg- 
ette Harvey is ‘Queenie,’ the camp’s 
cook, : 

‘Fight Camp’ sounds as though it’s 
set for some heavy gilding of the 
fight game. The mitt boys in this 
fable are not only folksy folks but 
they’re plenty articulate and inclined 
to go quite aeeeenen about life 
and things. It may prove diverting, 
if not amazing, to the lollers along 
Jacobs’ Beach. Odec. 





JUAN ARVIZU 
Singer 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Mon.-Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
This troubadouring Mexican is a 
first-rate artist, but on a staggered 
Monday-Wednesday schedule, with a 
limited musical repertory, the con- 
ditions for his getting a buildup in 
the grand manner are lacking. In- 
stead he becomes one of those acci- 
dentally discovered items that the 
casual tuner-inner occasionally en- 
counters. While it is true that net- 
works, and especially NBC, have 
often oversold imported tenors, and 
that a slow upgrade is probably 
| better than a fast fall from a cliff- 
| high start, nevertheless it seems that 
CBS is being a little too matter-of- 
fact about Arvizu, who seems to be 
something special as a stylist and is 
made to order for Pan-Americanism. 
A single quarter hour of Arvizu 
consist of about five songs. These he 
| 





of shading and tempo, although all 

tend to belong to the slow Caribbean 

moony-spoony genre. 
It’s all very pleasant. Land. 

‘SATURDAY NIGHT FROLIC’ 

Variety 

60 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 8-9 p.m. 

WBNY, Buffalo 

| Station is running line into sub- 

urban nitery, Williamsville Glen 

| Barn, for full hour of spot’s acts, 

| which are more used to strutting 

their stuff before a beer-and-pretzel 

| audience than the ether. Result is a 

sporadic show, apparently sans bene- 

| fit of script, that lacks polish, timing 

jand punch. Pilot’s job has 








emcee, who allowed such words as 
‘screwy,’ ‘damn,’ etc., to creep into 
| session caught (31). 

Evans Sisters, harmony trio evi- 
| dently well-suited to fast ditties, led 
| off shot with draggy ‘Missouri Waltz.’ 
|; Act billed as Diamond and Cramer 
| trotted out almost word-for-word, 
|comma-for-comma carbon copy of 
| baseball routine used by Abbott and 
Costello. Later they were back with 
money-changing routine identified 
with same team. Note of incongruity 
was tenor, Larry Kelligan, piping 
‘Panis Angelicus.” There was more— 
community singing, chat with 
patrons, music by Bernie Sandler 
crew and three-man Johnny Harris 
combo (suffering from poor place- 
ment). 

Shot may pick up more finesse as 
it rolls but right now it’s a good 
argument of every show’s need for 
a production man. Betz. 








palpably and it’s conceivable he’d 
raise the roof at Monte Proser’s 
Madison Square Dance Carnival with 
that kind of jazzique, but he also 
raises the sales of Anacin when con- 





gain that he drives with his public. 
Whiteman is aiming for the kids) 





sumed in the home. And especially 


renders with considerable variations | 


been | 
| given over to Georgie Walker, nitery | 


ered in this series suddenly recently 
(2) and it is to be assumed that pro- 
grams of this type will soon be com- 
mon on local stations. The initial 
pregram was crammed with items of 
information on national defense, 
some of local import, others of na- 
tional interest. It is also to be as- 
sumed that the editing job will im- 
prove as the series gets into full 
swing. The bits on the introductory 
passage could have been much bet- 
ter documented, with the references 
to local selectees strung together 
into a single sequence instead of be- 
ing scattered throughout the broad- 
cast. 


Monday’s program disclosed that: 

(1) Where solider selectees could 
board their trains for camp, and the 
time. 


(2) Paul McNutt would on the fol- 
lowing evening broadcast a message 
from President Roosevelt on United 
Service Organizations. 


(3) Under a newly adopted sys- 
tem candidate selectees could get 
their medical examinations without 
first quitting their jobs. 


(4) Troops at Fort Dix were pre- 
paring for their war games in Vir- 
ginia and outlining the route. 

(5) New York State is having its 
14th call for selective trainees, with} 
the number due from New York City 
mentioned. 

(6) A drive was under way for 
2,000 women in New York to aid in 
collecting $1,000,000 for the USO. 

(7) U.S. Treasury Department in 
May sold $400,000,000 in defense 
bonds, or just about enough to cover 
current defense bills. 

(8) Age group between 18 and 25 
has been found to be the best group 
fitted for military training. 

(9) American Red Cross is ex- 
panding its service in army camps. 

(10) New Yorkers serving in the 
Tennessee war games are finding it 
difficult to get familiar with the odd 
names of local towns. Odec. 


U.S.0. CAMPAIGN STARTER 
With Walter Hoving, C. C. Taft, Paul 
MeNutt, Thomas E. Dewey 
30 Mins. 
Tuesday, 10:38 p.m. 
All Networks 
This half-hour program, a one- 
timer to launch the $10,000,000 funds- 
raising campaign of the United Serv- 


variety of participating sponsors, is 
the telephoning of natives and pre- 
senting them with dollar bills or 
tickets to film theatres in Albany 
Troy and Schenectady. One adver- 
tiser, United Baking, ‘purchases’ re- 
mainder of a loaf of its bread, when 
answeree has the bread in the house 
at the time of call. Again Mentor 
Clothing Store once weekly shoots 
the works on apparel for a lucky 
man or a woman, Between times, et. 
music, chatter, weather report, time 
checks, etc., go on. There is one five- 
minute news period, between section 
two and three of the clock. 


Program is okay for what it pro- 
fesses to be. The registration (for 
phone calls) and name drawing help 
to build and hold an audience, while 
the phoning creates some local 
curiosity. Mattison handles wire talk- 
ing rather well. He possesses an 
easy mike personality and a clear 
voice. The latter would be better if 
the tenor tone and sometime flatness 
were eliminated, with a rounder, 
fuller one substituted. 


Phonograph record tabbing would 
be improved if more stress were laid 
on the identities of the orchestras 
and singers, their styles, etc. Jaco. 
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Here’s NEWS! 


We've operied up two addi- 
tional news spots, daily Mon- 


day through Saturday. 





ice Organizations, is remarkable be- 
cause of the skill of its scripting and 
directing. This suggests one of the 
changed factors between this war 
and the last war. Once the die is 
more unmistakably cast, the full 
resources of professionalism will be 
marshalled te go to town, and radio, 
the big soap seller, will become 
radio, the great welder of national 
unity. 





Ordinarily the presence of four 
office-holders is the opposite to a/| 
guarantee of a good radio program. | 
But in this case the talks were | 
perfectly dovetailed and the whole | 
program ran on a clear track with- | 
out hemming, hawing or yawning. 

Program had a job of explaining | 
to do. The United Service Organiza- | 
tions (Y.M.C.A., Salvation Army, | 
| National Catholic Youth, Jewish | 
| Union, Y.W.C.A., et al) is this war’s 





| streamlined one-policy substitute for | 
| the separate groups that took care of 
recreational aspects of the A.E.F. in | 


the last to-do. They are jointly 
known as ‘the army behind the 
army.’ 


As a slick piece of drum-beating | 
for funds, introduction and ex- | 
position of a new national project | 
and a shrewd blending of talks, 
dramatizations, slogans and selling 
the program did as much for the 
cause of organized morale endeavor 
as many an advertising agency with 
tender solicitude does for its favorite 
account—which is praise for a one- 
time social group broadcast. 

Maybe Earl McGill, who was 
borrowed from CBS, had something 
to do with it being so sharp, neat 
and zingy. Land. 








THE HARTMANS 
| Talk 
| GRAPE NUTS 
| Friday, 8 p.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
The Hartmans, knockabout comedy | 
dancers, made a brief and impos- 
sible-to-understand radio appearance 
on the Kate Smith program Friday 
night. It was written and played as 
an apology. ‘Dancers are usually 
seen and not heard,’ said the Hart- 
mans at the beginning—and at the 
end they reprise, ‘see, what we 
mean, dancers are usually seen but 
not heard.’ There was also an in- 
serted line in the introduction about 
their being an item for television 
rather than radio. Another apology. 
It lasted three or four minutes, 
which isn’t much in a 55-minute 
show. Toward the end the studio 
audience began to guffaw, suggesting 
that the Hartmans, two of the 
funniest people in show business 
when you can see them, were doing 
their stuff. But for the baffled and 
puzzled radio listener the meander- 
ing, pointless episode remained, as it 
was presented, an excuse-it-please 








of a late Sunday night. 


Opened by mistake. Land. 





a.m.—for 
early birds 


6:99 
8:55 





a.m.—for 
donut dunkers 


They’re fast five-minute 
summaries, and they’re real 


audience features. 


Call KATZ AGENCY 


and place your order 
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‘CLAUDIA’ 
With Patricia Ryan, Richard Kollmar 
20 Mins. 
GRAPE NUTS 
Friday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Everybody can feel pretty good | 
about having gotten ‘Claudia’ be- 
latedly started on the radio. As a 
character and as a property it was 
an inevitable transfer of medium. It 
is ee2mer to believe in the kindness 





of landlords than in the radio failure | tempt a critique of a show of this | conve 


of this Rose Franken_ creature of | 
warm, kittenish, girlish,. slightly | 
wacky comedy. But so obvious is | 


the universality of the she-thing, | 
which the author has created, that | 
‘discovering’ ‘Claudia’ cannot rank | 
as clairvoyance in the first degree. | 
Not this time. It was about as hard | 
to spot ‘Claudia’ as a probable radio | 
winner as to spot a German tourist 
as a probable Nazi. 

The job with ‘Claudia’ was in find- 
ing the right actress for the title part 
and, perhaps less difficult, the right 
David. The radio auspices have 
singled out one Patricia Ryan who 
will remind many of Dorothy Mc- 
Guire of the stage version. Which is 
good enough. Richard Kollmar also 
proved a good pick as the young 
architect whose fate it is to fall 
across the path of the child-woman. 


Episode one, inserted into a late 
season Kate Smith broadcast, con- 
cerned itself wholly with the un- 
conventional meeting of the pair in 
traffic. Boy meets girl and they 
have tea. As innocent as tiddle-de- 
winks, lollipops, radio and the Red 
Book magazine itself, from whence 
an amused U. S. A. received the new 
kewpie in the first place. 


What makes Claudia live and glow 
instead of just being, as she easily 
could be, a caricature, is the editorial 
judgment and deft writing touch of 
Miss Franken. While she can main- 
tain the requirements of radio and 
her own standards the prospects of 
success seem clear. It’s a femme 
‘Henry Aldrich.’ Eccentricity that is 
lovable; dialog that has a bubble in 
it; plot construction that never takes 
the listener too far but gives him a 
sense of breezing along. With such a 
catalog of script merits ‘Claudia’ 
ought to be one of the clicks of 
1941-42, war or no war. Land. 


‘WHAT'S NEW AT THE ZOO” 





With John Reed King, William 
Bridges, Dr. Leonard Goss 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 11:30 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
As a summer replacement for 


Major Bowes and the Capitol Thea- 
tre Family, CBS is offering this half- 
hour novelty sustainer from _ the 
Bronx Zoo, N. Y. There are two 
immediately notable qualifications to 
the show—it’s mostly for kids and 
it’s about twice too long. Otherwise, ; 
it’s a fairly interesting and probably 
a useful program. 

As heard Sunday (8) morning, the 
stanza opened with John Reed King 
talking against the animal sounds 
and explaining the how-come of the 
series. He then introduced William 
Bridges, billed as ‘curator of publi- 
cations’ (or press agent), who did 
most of the talking. Using a portable 
mike, the pair visited and described | 
the animal hospital, with its smali | 
and large wards, quarentine ward, | 
operating rooms, laboratory and 
kitchen. Most absorbing portion of 
the show were the spiels about and 
by Dr. Leonard Goss, veterinarian. | 
But apparently because sthe latter | 
had been called on an ‘emergency 
case’ when a lion cub tore his paw, | 
that bit was cut to a minimum. 





Seemingly, the same amount of | 
lively material might have been 
crammed into 15 minutes—at least 


King spieled a good deal of filler in 
the half-hour period. Of, if the full 
30 minutes is used, it would seem 
that such men as Dr. Goss should be 
able to work in plenty of anecdotes 
about their animal charges. Hobe. 





| stilled lilt and 


| with intimate style that showed up 


‘REG’LAR FELLERS’ 

With Dickie Van Patten, Ray Ives, 
Jr., Dockie Monahan, Eddie Phil- 
lips, Eric Roberts 

Kid Story | 





3@ Mins. 
JELLO ICE CREAM-MIX 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Many things in radio transcend the 
understanding of mere professional | 
critics. This is one of them. To at-| 


| 
| 


character is, with double meaning, | 
like attempting a critique of a news- | 
paper comic strip. This one was and | 
is a newspaper comic strip. It had_/| 
and has a following as a newspaper 
comic strip. But transferred to radio 
the results have the thinness, the | 
squirm-promoting tedium of a gram- 
mar school play. It happened to be} 
fairly well done. There were some | 
bright touches of juvenilia, some 
authentic giggles along the way. But 
it was still impossible to think of the 
program as a proper or logical sum- 
mer substitute for the Jack Benny 
time spot, the best situated and best- 
built up half-hour period in radio. 

The thoughts, the games, the 
babble and the deeds of kids as en- 
acted by a cast of kids will not go 
the distance for a half hour on Sun- 
day night. It was cute about the kid 
cousin, Dinky Dugan, who fancied 
himself a dive-bomber and went 
about making noises like a plane. 
The inevitability of his crash into 
the family dishes being used for an 
experiment by his older cousin, 
Jimmy Dugan, produced, as clearly 
foreseen, a magnificent crash of} 
breaking China. All this took place | 
fast, the dish-breaking climax oc- 
curring at 7:11 p.m. That left 19 
minutes to be filled out and in. They 
were leaden minutes, talky, silly, 
forced. 

The anguish and perspiration of 
Director Glenhall Taylor may be sur- 
mised. The suffering of the auspices 
must have been great. So who’s to 
blame? The blame, seemingly, does 
not rest upon Jerry Devine’s script, 
or Taylor’s pacing, or the perform- 
ances, which were real enough, of 
the youngsters. The basic fault seem- 
ingly reposes in a bedazzlement with 
an established success (the strip has 
172 newspapers) which led to a de- 
cision to put something on the air 
which just hasn’t been worked out | 
for radio and perhaps cannot be. 

Millions of people have the habit 
of tuning in the red at 7 p.m. on 
Sundays. This one will be a habit-| 
breaker. Land. | 








‘MATINEE IN RHYTHM’ 
With Bob Armstrong Orch, Vera) 
Holly, Tiny Schwarz, Three Treys| 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 12:45 p.m. 
WBEN-NBC, Buffalo. 
In little over a year, Armstrong. | 
young trombonist-pianist turned | 
leader, has welded 14-man staff band | 
at WBEN into a unit that stands up. | 
Leader’s adetpness at most instru-| 
ments (he can tootle or bow a half-| 
dozen more) plus new ideas has in- 
shine to band’s de- 
livery. Crew runs from jive to 
sweetness in this weekly NBC shot. | 
Opener on session caught (7) “was 
swift-moving bit that showed crisp, 
clear brass in ‘High Pockets.’ Dulcet 
piano-and velvet strings paced ‘In- 
termezzo,’ on band’s’ sweet side. 
Knack was further carried out with 
near-symphonic arrangement of ‘Fan- 





tasia,’ giving versatile parts to reeds 
and strings. Went hot again with 
clarinet showing off in ‘Song of 


Volga Boatmen.’ 
Vocal department stood up well, 
too. Vera Holly is a mike-wise miss 


well in four-way version with Three 
Treys of ‘The Lilac Tree.’ Treys go 
in for bouncey novelties, although | 
their return in ‘Hannah’ bit was a} 
little on draggy side. Romantic stuff | 
warbled by Tiny Schwarz, with | 
handy job on ‘Maria Elena.’ An-| 
nouncer Ed Reimers turned up some} 
smart intros. Betz. 
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ILKA CHASE’S PENTHOUSE 
PARTY 
With Yvette, Paul Baron Orchestra, 
Bert Parks, Elizabeth Huston, Ju- 
dith Anderson 
30 Mins. 
R. J. REYNOLDS (CAMELS) 
Friday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Esty) 
Ilka Chase has been presiding over 
a radio session called ‘Lunchecn at 
the Waldorf, which has now been | 
rted into a Friday night soiree 
in a mythical Manhattan penthouce., | 


sky, Ika Chase dishes a brand of 
smart cafe society jive, is surrounded 
by celebrities, all of whom are her 
friends, and has an orchestra to | 
break in now and again. Also, added | 
for the evening transformation, there 
is Yvette (Elsa Harris), who sings 
songs as if she was French, which 1s 
no complaint. 

Nothing more nor less than Ilka 
Chase separates this program from 
being just another guest star va- 
riety show. Her personality, her 





| Wednesday, 


‘DANGER IS MY BUSINESS’ 
Interviews, Drama 
15 Mins. 
ZEPHYR CIGARETS 
10:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 

(Weiss & Geller} 

This seems likely to : ilow a new 
cigaret to have radio advert'sing at 
a cost in time (17 Mutual stations) 
and production ‘(Ed Wolfe Ass>- 
ciates) which a newcomer can ap- 
preciate and afford. The formula is 
simple—simplicity being a showman- 
ship virtue. The theme is imbued 


| with curiosity angles—these punchily 


packed into quickie interviews with 


!an occasional fade-in for a bit of 


drama to illustrate the incident told 
by a guest speaker. 


Inaugural program had Com- 


| mander Edward Ellsberg, of subma- 


rine rescue fame. He told of the 
hazards of walking about on the 
ocean’s bottom. The dramatization 
was of the near-suffocation of a col- 
league in the Navy who started to 
puff up and shoot upward from ex- 


WINIFRED ASHFORD 
With Helen Hiett 
Talk 


| 15 Mins. 


| she 


| 


Sustaining 
Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
WIJIZ-NBC, New York 

Winifred Ashford with another 
Englishwoman, Pat Macleod, is in 
the United States on a three months 


visit to contact women’s organiza- 
tions and those on this side con- 
cerned with civilian defense. The 


operator of a fashionable west end 
modiste establishment in London 
(two locations of which were 
bombed out) Miss Ashford speaks 
with the obvious authority of a per- 
son of experience in worldly affairs. 
Appearing on Helen Hiett’s news 
commentary her remarks were con- 
sistently engrossing. Toward the 
end when she deplored ‘petty 
jealousy and rivalry’ among women 
group leaders more interested in 
personal publicity than patriotism 
seemed to be indulging in an 
aggravated case of visiting Briton tact 


cess of incoming air when the valve | amounting to downright tantalization 


on outgoing air became clogged. 


timing of lines, her ability to be flip | There was just enough horror in the 
without also being like you-name- | script of authors, Herbert Little and 


her are unique of their kind. ‘She 
alone makes plausfble the folderol 


being chums who popped in. 


any given program must/vary ac- 


| imagination graphically. 
about it being a penthouse and these | himself was simple and direct. 


David Victor, to register on the 


Ellsberg 


! 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| A second ‘Danger Is My Biz’ in- | 
As to the guest stars, the quality of | terview was one Alabama Johnson, | 


who fell, it was stated, from the 40th 


cording to what is brought by, or| floor of a Chicago skyscraper and | 


provided for, the guest. 
mistake in the timing, and Wendell | 
Willkie was scheduled right behind, 
so the Judith Anderson piece was 
never finished. Up to the cut-off it 
sounded like a torch song without 
music. It was Alviene on the tele- 
phone. The guy was doing a walk 
and the woman in the case was just 
hanging on the line in order to show 
how she can suffer. If people like 
self-pity in E-flat this mawkish 
characterization of femininity at ebb 
tide may be entertainment. But are 
those kind of people listening to a 
program with this kind of patter, 
with Ilka Chase’s jauntiness, Paul 
Baron’s embroidered arrangements, 
Yvette’s Yvettiness and Bert Parks’ 
mauve Camels’ commercials? 

Better and safer guest material was 
hot-bow Dave Rubinoff. He said 
very little, then played. It would 
have worked out better te have built 





up some comedy cross-fire with the 
fiddier and then allowed Miss An- 
derson to read the weather forecast 
fear, frustration 
and anguish over the weekend pros- 
pects. 

It was mildly diverting early in the 
broceedings when Elizabeth Huston, 
identified as a debutante (i.e. a girl 
who never wears a hat) tossed off a 
few samples of the improbable slan- 
guage spoken by her species. It was, 
no doubt, about as authentic as peo- 
ple’s notions of the way one VARIETY 
staffman speaks to another, the in- 
terpretation being more picturesque 
than the true facts. 

With regard to the French lyrics 
of Yvette, about which a mere trade 
paper reviewer might easily be mis- 
taken, it is better to concentrate on 
sounds which are. uniformly 
agreeable. This young performer has 
made notable strides as a song styl- 
ist. Also, there’s a lilting quality 
in her voice that wafts a hint of sex- 


iness. Radio, as the most chaste of 
the arts, has not entirely accepted 
sex (daytime soap opera obstetrics 


are more embarrassing than enchant- 
ing) but perhaps a little sex is okay 
at 10:30 on Friday night, especially 
in a penthouse, especially with Ilka 
Chase as hostess, especially when 
Camels is obviously bursting to be 
‘smart.’ Land, 





HAT’ 


25 Mins. 
Wednesday ,7:15 p. m. 
BBC, London 

Idea back of this session is enter- 
tainment for London’s defense work- 
ers by members of those particular 
services. It covers firemen, air-raid 
wardens, ambulance parties, rescue 
squads—all blitz beaters. Gang in 


the studio are thus amateurs, with 
the occasional part-time pro, who 
gets a build-up. 

The entertainment provided is of 


good quality, shining best when ex- 
temporaneous, and outstripping by a 
mile the efforts of those who tell the 
mike they’ve done a turn before. It’d 
be better for the latter gentry if they 
were content to go in as the others- 

amateurs. 

Slickest offering when caught was 
an harmonica group who accom- 
plished some sweet work on the 
mouth-grinders. Vocal talent was 
acceptable, except when becoming 
conscious of the occasion and going 
overboard to impress. Show is 
stitched with interviews of members 
of the defense workers who've done 
something outstanding in the course 
of their duties. Production job is 
sound enough to keep listeners from 
yawning at the parade. 

One thing that emerges from this 
ether setup is what happens to the 
legitimate entertainers who make 
their living at radio. Seems they’ve 
been blitzed by the anti-blitzers. The 
show here is a weekly, and in for a 
long run. 





Richmond, Ind.—John T. Win- 
chester, formerly with WKBV, Rich- 
mond, Ind., has become a studio en- 


'gineer at WBNS, Columbus, O. 


| 
| 





There was a | lived. The latter incident could have 


used some authenticating detail, such 
as the name of the Chicago building 
and the date of the near-fatality. But 
otherwise it sounded believable. 

An organ provides the bridges and 
Jay Sims provides the commercial 
copy. It’s a modest budget quarter- 
hour that reflects the practical turn 
of mind of Ed- Wolfe, who can meas- 
ure an entertainment to a bankroll. 

Land. 


DOROTHY GORDON 
News for Children 

5 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 5:30 p.m. 
WQXR, New York 

Apparently bowing to the trend of 
the times, Dorothy Gordon has 
skipped from bedtime story-telling 
to news comment. Her daily bit is 
billed as ‘Newscard Broadcast’ and 
subtitled, ‘News for Boys and Girls.’ 
What she offers is more in the line of 
counter-propaganda, and she does it 
with skill, goodetaste and a probable 
understanding of adolescent re- 
actions. 

On her initial program (5) Miss 
Gordon told about the ‘slave labor’ 
that the Nazis were using in Holland 
to build a reported fleet of 5.000-ton 
merchant ships, she cleverly ridi- 
culed the ‘appeal’ made by Musso 
lini’s official newspaper to American 
youth to stay out of the war via its 
letter to Deanna Durbin and she 
read a letter from a Berlin mother 
relating how the woman's husband 
became a jail inmate because he 
failed to say ‘Heil Hitler’ on entering 
his home. Miss Gordon spoke her 
piece without resort to emotional or 
dramatic emphasis. Odec. 


| woman 
| sion, the speaker reveaied, to appear 


of the American listener. Tell us 


more, Wini. 

Many visiting Britons have an en- 
gaging knack for painting word pic- 
tures and Miss Ashford is gifted that 
way. By piling up small detail and 
incident of life under air attack the 
total canvass comes out like sunburn 
at midnight. The picture is grim but 
rather splendid, too. The two- 
junket has special permis- 


in the U. S. A. in the uniform of the 


| Mechanized Transport Corps. It is 





not hard to imagine the two visitors 
as having a terrific interest for 
Americans, an interest that should 
not leave out men. 


Of Helen Hiett this again may be 
said: she contrives to know about 
Europe without sounding like a 
European, which is characteristic of 
many American commentators on 
the diplomatic-military situation. It 
is not far-fetched to think of Miss 
Hiett’s American style as a feminine 
equivalent of Elmer Davis. Land. 


WHISPERING JACK SMITH 
With John Simpson 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

T-T-S, 7:45 a.m. 

Whispering Jack Smith from the 
pioneer kilocycle era is back with a 
three-a-week, early-morning series 
on WEAF, New York, locally. He 
strums the piano, chatters, sings and, 
between-records, swaps nonsense 
with announcer John Simpson. It’s 
pretty typical early-riser program 
stuff. 

Of course, Smith has hardly the 
youthful buoyance he had 15 or 20 
years ago, but he still has a pleas- 
antly informal manner and a certain 
infectiousness. Simpson provides a 
properly colorless foil. Hobe. 





Ft. Wayne—Don Tolliver, formerly 
of WTMV, East St. Louis, Ill., has 
been added to the announcing staff 
of WOWO-WGL. 
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225 NBC Stations Privately 
Looped for U.S. Army, Navy 


First Time In History 


NBC and the United States Army 


and Navy held a dress rehearsal 
yesterday (Tuesday) of the national 
defense possibilities of using the 
network telephone circuit system for 
purposes of private instructional 
communication betwen the national 
capitol and radio stations through- 
out the country. From 1:15 to 1:30 
p.m. every one of the 225 stations 
affiliated with the Red and Blue 
webs filled in with local broadcasts 
while the land wires that make net- 
works a reality were earmarked for 
and used for non-broadcast purposes 
by the Army and Navy. 

General Robert C. Richardson and 
YT. Kirby for the Army’s public re- 
1 ‘ons and Admiral Arthur Hep-r 
turn and Commander Norveile 


Sharpe of the Navy’s spoke from | 


Washington and gave to the news, 
publicity and special events staffs 
particularly, and loeal station man- 
agement generally, a summary of 
national defense publicity policy and 
practice. The actual remarks of the 
four speakers were off the record 
but the distinctions between ‘secret’ 
@nd ‘confidential’ were given, cau- 
tions on news from _ unofficial 
sources were sounded and general 
exhortations to care and cooperation 
were made. 

This is the first time in radio net- 
work history that the complete tele- 
phone circuit of a network has been 
experimentally used to permit the 
Government to declare itself to the 
outposts of American broadcasting. 
The program was arranged and was 
introduced by Abe Schecter, NBC’s 
special events director. 


Midland, Tex., Spruce-Up 


Midland, Texas, June 10. 

An extensive remodernization pro- 
gram will go into effect here at sta- 
tion KRLH. Plans call for a $25,000 
improvement program which in- 
cludes a new 
KRLH is owned and operated by 
Clarence Scharbauer and is the 
Mutual and Texas State Network 
outlet in this area. 

Station airs on a frequency of 1,450 
kilocycles with a power of 250 watts. 
W. H. McCumber is station manager. 














Exhaustion Formula 





Minneapolis, June 10. 

Rollie Altmeyer, WCCO organ- 
ist, is recuperating in St. Mary’s 
hospital from a nervous collapse 
and when he returns to the job 
he’ll modify his schedule. Mar- 
ried two months ago to Bee 
Barrett, famous woman golfer, 
Altmeyer got up early every day 
for the WCCO ‘Sunrisers’ pro- 
gram (6-7 a.m.), played golf 
with his wife almost daily most 
of the balance of the morning 
and afternoon. 

Then furnished the music at a 
local night club until the wee 
hours every night. 








WFAA-KGKO INTO NEW 
PENTHOUSE QUARTERS 


Dallas, June 10. 

Big civic whoopla will mark for- 
mal opening of the new WFAA and 
KGKO studios here, according to G. 
B. Dealey of The News Corporation, 
owner and operator of both stations. 
Actual opening of the studios for 
public inspection will be June 21. 
The week of June 23 will be 
crammed with special broadcasts to 
which the public will be invited and 
which will be climaxed with a cele- 
bration June 28 in honor of WFAA’s 
19th anniversary. 

Niles Trammell, president of NBC, 
will be among notables of radio to 
visit here during week. 

Two-story penthouse housing 
WFAA-KGKO has five studios, con- 
trol rooms, news, recording and 
audition rooms, offices and music 











HAVE YOU HEARD— 


DICK GILBERT 


(The Fifth Avenue Troubadour) 


ON 
FIFTH we WOY NEW YORK 


“He has created a new style.” 

—Varilety 
“A definite advantage over straight 
record shows and the angie is playod 
to the hilt. Packed with showman- 
ship and worthy of attention.” 


library. All air-conditioned. 


| 





$14,000 transmitter. | 


\Schoolteachers Tied In 
On 1.Q. Junior Quiz 


e Toledo, June 10. 

The Dr. I. Q., Jr., quiz show is now 
originating in the Crystal Room of 
the Commodore Perry Hotel, Toledo, 
and will be fed to the Red network 
of NBC for six Sundays, ending 
July 6, from 5:30 to 6 p.m. Four 
WSPD announcers, who are han- 
dling the portable microphones and 
distributing the prizes to the chil- 
dren are: Jack Harrington, Walter 
Patterson, George Pickard, and Bob 
Evans. 

Questions used on the program are 
compiled by four Toledo public 
school teachers, healed by Harry 
Lamb, supervisor of radio education 
for the loc&l school system, includ- 
|ing Dorothy Kellogg, Olive McHugh, 








and Helen Bradley. 
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Cornfield Caruso Smilin’ 
his cob concert with his “Mountain Boys”: a free pic 
of his yodelers to dialers with pencils and yens. 


Fact is, Eddie two-timed the gift gab: on Monday and 
Tuesday programs at 5:00 p.m. By noon Friday, 6,293 
cards fractured the placidity of Milly, the WNOX mail 


Phenomenal? Remarkable? Unusual?. “Simple stuff,” 


Pic!" 
We said... 


d 6,293 did! 


Eddie aired the offer on 














Household Finance Tests 
At WKBH, LaCrosse, Wis. 


Chicago, June 10. 
Household Finance Corp. is get- 
ting some new test announcements 
through the local BBD&O agency. 
It’s a one-minute spotter, and is 
being tested on a 13-week ride on 
WKBH, LaCrosse (Wis.), running 
'six announcements weekly. 


3D ANNUAL EXPANSION 
FOR WTHT, HARTFORD 


Hartford, June 10. 

WTHT has taken over an entire 
downtown building in third expan- 
sion for station in as many years. 
Underway at present is a $12,500 
floor and studio remodeling job. Sta- 
tion is owned by The Times, local 
Gannett unit. 

Shifting to the station from WDRC 
is Al Carr. Assumes assistant chief 
engineer job. Replaces Howard Wes- 
senberg called to active duty with 
the Naval Reserve. Other new faces 
at the station are Herbert Newcomb, 
formerly with WSAY, Rochester, and 











James Cipriano, formerly with 
WBRY, Waterbury. Both are mike- 
men. 


At WDRC announcer Gil Bayek 
has resigned to take charge of pro- 
duction at FM station W47A at 
Schenectady. Station has added 
Henry Broderick as an engineer. 


‘Thin Man’ Woodbury 
Show for Wed. at 8 


Woodbury will use ‘The Adven- 
tures of the Thin Man’ as a summer 
pinchhitter in the Wednesday 8-8:30 
p.m. spot on the NBC-Red. Series 
starts July 2. 

The half hour has been previously 
split between Tony Martin and ‘How 
Did You Meet?’ 


WFLA, Tampa, Quiz Stunt 
Clicks With Draftees 


Tampa, Fla., June 10. 














is expected to serve as a pattern for 
similar programs at air bases 
throughout the south was inaugu- 
throughout the south has been in- 
augurated at MacDill field, south- 
eastern air base, by WFLA, owned 
by Tampa Morning Tribune. It is 
an audience participation pro- 
gram with army lads answering 
questions for money and fun. Called 
‘Star Spangled Quiz,’ over 400 
jammed into small theatre for first 
show. 

Show runs 50 minutes but is on 
air only half hour. The rest of the 
period is for audience enjoyment 
only, It opens with community sing, 
with Don Francisco’s orchestra on 
the stage. Then come a girls’ sing- 
ing act and usually a couple of dance 
acts and more music. Radio 
audience cuts in when quiz starts. 

The program was worked out by 
WFLA after S. E. Thomason, pub- 
lisher of The Tribune and owner of 
station, conferred with Lieut. Gen. 
Barton K. Yount, commander of 
third air force, with view to giving 
boys stationed here some clean en- 
tertainment. General Yount praised 
the first show and said it was just 
what he wanted for all air stations 
in district. 

Liaison officers are working along 
those lines now. 


Gulf Brewing Extends 


San Antonio, June 10. 
| Gulf Brewing (Grand Prize Beer) 
| has augmented spot announcements 
;and news programs with two re- 
gional network shows, both debuting 
| here last week. The first is ‘Holly- 
| wood Highlights’ on the Lone Star 
| Chain each morning for a quarter- 
hour with Marjorie Hazelwood. The 
second is ‘Headlines in Song and 
Highlights in News’ of the Texas 
Quality Network each Tuesday 
through Friday. 

Music by Bert Sloan orchestra. 
Songs by Lynn Cole. 

Rogers-Gano is agency. 














Whiteleather Pinch Hitting 
Philadelphia, June 10. 

Melvin K. Whiteleather, former 
foreign correspondent and now war 
analyst for the Evening Bulletin, 
begins a series of 10-minute news 
commentaries, three times weekly, 
over KYW, starting Friday (13). He 
replaces Besse Howard, who is leav- 
ing on a tour through Canada and 
the Far East. 

Miss Howard returns in the fall 
to resume her newscasts, bankrolled 





by Grove’s Bromo-Quinine, 


A radio show for army men which: 

















E Radio Daffodils .| 








Philadelphia—There was a time when downtown Philly was cluttered 
up by sidewalk broadcasts until they became a major traffic headache. 


| Today only one station carries on 


Each day at 1:15 p.m. spieler Jerry 


with the curbstone quizzers--WDAS. 
Stone holds a 15 minute free-for-all 


gabfest with passersby on current events. Only drawback to the program 


| is that the sidewalk generals get so het up on the subject of military 


strategy, they hang around and argue long after the broadcast is over. 





San Antonio—A mysterious character, garbed in a flowing black robe 
and sandwich board proclaimed that KTSA offered prizes for the best 


answer in 25 words or less on ‘Why I Like Wheaties.’ 


Additional publicity 


was garnered by the station when the Mystery Man parading the streets 


was arrested for wearing a mask. 





Detroit—Transcription of the ‘Green Hornet’ via WXYZ got stuck in the 


groove and kept repeating the same 


line: 


‘Out of me way, Axford, me boy, and I'll bust down the door’—crash! 
Fans didn’t know if radio doors were getting stronger or radio heroes 


were getting weaker. 





Mexico City—One of Mexico’s most ardent radio fans is in jail here. 
Youth was trailed to his hovel by dicks investigating the theft of a radio 


receiving set worth $500 (Mex). 


Fan confessed his crime, but pleaded 


that as he wants to keep up on the latest war news and radio is the only 
way for him to do so and being broke, he was obliged to ‘confiscate’ the 


radio. 


He also is facing an additional charge, stealing electricity by tapping 


wires to work the stolen radio set. 





Des Moines.—Frank Newton, KSO-KRNT continuity writer and produc- 


tion man, is staging a new series of 


Society,’ at Riverview park, Des Moines. 


shows, called ‘the Screwball Cultural 
It’s a novelty quiz. 





‘LIBERTY UNDER LAW’ 


10 Stations Now Use Lawyers’ Show 
From WBNS, Columbus 








Columbus, June 10. 

Ten stations are now carrying 
transcribed the ‘Liberty Under Law’ 
program produced by WBNS under 
auspices of the.Ohio Bar Association. 
It’s a 15 minute dramatic program, 
based on the Bill of Rights and was 
originally presented locally only by 
the Columbus bar. Response led to 
the parent organization taking over, 
with additional outlets: WADC, Ak- 
ron; WING, Akron; WLOK, Lima; 
WSPD, Toledo; WSTV, Steubenville; 
WPAY, Portsmouth; WMRN, Marion; 
WIZE, Springfield; WICA, Ashabula; 
WKEC, Cincinnati. 

Irwin Johnson, director of devel- 
opmental programs for WBNS, is in 
charge of the series. Scripts are 
written by the lawyers, who also 
double as professional actors in the 
cast. Ruth Alton serves as script 
editor and advisor, with staff organ- 
ist Lowell Riley also featured. 


Judy Allen Released By 
KMBC for KSD Program 


Kansas City, June 10. 

Judy Allen, songstress, goes from 
KMBC here to KSD in St. Louis 
to do a quarter-hour daily (except 
Sunday) chore for Alpen Brau 
beer. Past year or so she has done 
the vocals on a program with the 
Midland Minstrels via KMBC for 
Alpen Brau. For the St. Louis as- 
signment she has been released from 
her contract with KMBC. 

Second singer to be sold by KMBC 





to a St. Louis station in a few 
months. Bonnie King, a KMBC dis- 
covery, currently doing a five per 


week quarter-hour for Griesedieck 
Brewing Co. over KMOX. Miss 
King remains under contract to 
KMBC, however. 





KOY’s Manager City Post 
Phoenix, Ariz., June 10. 

Jack Reilly, manager of radio sta- 
tion KOY in Phoenix and holder of 
a captaincy, is Commissioner of De- 
fense under Mayor Reed Shupe. City 
commission voted title at a special 
meeting. 

Commissioner Reilly’s job is to co- 
ordinate all of the defense activities 
of the city. 


Doubleday Doran 
Books Use 20 
Via Huber Hogue 


Doubleday Doran has expanded 
the spot campaign for its Book 
League of America and various pub- 
lications to 20 stations. Huber Hogue 
& Sons is the agency. 

Account is continuing to use five 
minutes a day six days a week. 


Uncle Sam Depletes Staff 
Of WMAS at Springfield 


Springfield, Mass., June 10. 

Competition with Uncle Sam’s 
draft—not to mention larger outfits 
which can offer higher pay—is get- 
ting Al Marlin, WMAS manager, 
into a savage state. During the past 
week he lost Lee Alrie, announcer, 
to the army, making things even 
worse. 

Program Director F. Turner 
Cooke, reservist, was called to duty, 
and Announcer Frank Norton was 
drafted. Kris Manitsas, engineer, 
also has left. Now Marlin finds he 
is handling program direction, ad- 
vertising, general supervision and 
practicaily everything else. It’s 
| very discouraging, he thinks, 


PAT FLAHERTY OFF 


San Antonio, June 10. 

In a surprise move, Pat Flaherty, 
probably the most popular sports an- 
nouncer in Texas, resigned his post 
at station WOAI. No reason was 
given for resignation. 

Understood he will go to Pacific 
Coast and then east to seek another 
radio position. 
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~ It’s KSFO Week in San Francisco 





Sells Winter From WBT—Wedding Ring an Oakley 
to Opera House for KSFO Sponsors Gala Event 





San Francisco, June 10. 

New slant in radio promotion, for 
Frisco anyway, is the Good Luck 
party being tossed in War Memorial 
Opera House June 29 by the Albert 
Samuels jewelry firm in connection 
with its KSFO ‘Who’s Dancing To- 
night’ show aired Sunday nights 
from the St. Francis hotel. 


Show of the 29th will be shifted 
to the 3,500-seat opera house with 
admission free to those who have 
purchased wedding rings at the 
store, which plugs itself as ‘house 
of lucky wedding rings.’ Firm has 
sold nearly 60,000 splice bands since 
it has been in biz, meaning that 
with families and _ grandchildren, 
around a quarter-million people are 
eligible for ducats. Many are no 
longer here but the firm figures 
8.500 should be left anyway. Those 
who show up will play games for 
an hour before the actual broadcast, 
with diamond rings, $75 silverware 
sets and other heavy-budget prizes 
to winners. First day after an- 
nouncement was made on air, 580 
ticket requests were received. 

idea was cooked up by Jay Haight, 
ad manager for the firm, and Ar- 
thur Linkletter, who handles the 
half-hour interview sesh. 

Challenging Richfield 

One of the fastest sales jobs in 
recent history is the commercializ- 
ing of William Winter, newscaster 
brought here from WBT, Charlotte, 
less than a month ago by Lincoln 
Dellar, KSFO general manager. 
Final inking was due this week on 
a contract which will put Winter on 
the CBS California link for Union 
Oil. This is one shot which was 
sold before Art Kemp, CBS sales 
chief, could get back to the eastern 
agencies with his three-way pre- 
sentation. 

New series is unique in several 
respects, for it marks the first time 
a rival oiler has challenged Rich- 
field’s position in the news field. 
Latter has ridden the 10 p.m. NBC 
Red stripe with its Richfield Re- 
porter for more than a decade, Win- 
ter, however, won’t be direct op- 
osish, being spotted at 7:45 a.m. 

his likewise is new for an. oiler; 
hasn’t been one on that early in 
years. 

Understood that one of the con- 
tract stipulations is that Winter 
must originate his commentaries 
from KSFO studios. Lord & Thomas 
agented. 

Also new on KSFO this frame is 
a Pall Mall campaign of 27 spots 
per week. 

Current vogue for five-minute live 
shows here won concrete endorse- 
ment this week when Buffalo Beer, 
first sponsor’to buy a briefie strip on 
KPO, increased its allotment from 
three to four nights a week. Using a 
sportcast, account wants five in a 
row, but the station hasn’t been able 
to clear time. 

Not to be out-done by Kemp’s 20 


new presentations, Al Nelson and 
William Ryan of KGO-KPO have 
come up with 21 fresh starters. 


Evolved or crystallized as a result 
of the new weekly all-department 
mass staff meetings are seven five- 
minute, one 10-minute, six 15-min- 
ute and seven 30-minute shows. The 
lot have now been waxed and are 
making the rounds. 

On many of these shows, actual 


| Company, 


| Co. (for: worm spray), through Long | 








dummy commercials are used so that 
prospects can hear their proposed 
sales messages as well. Separate 
platters, faded in at the proper time, 
permit switching of commercials to 
suit the occasion. 


Indie KSAN has landed Transport 
Motors (Wyllis) for two half hours 
weekly from the Telenews theatre. 
Account has taken over and ex- 
panded the interview show, ‘Speak 
Up,’ which encourages folks to ‘be 


candid about current affairs. John 
Tobin, assistant manager of the 
Telenews will handle the mike. 


Same station also picked up a novel 
commercial in shape of six re- 
motes from a new neighborhood 
super-market. 


Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder, subject 
of a test campaign on KSFO using 
news daily except Tuesday and 
Saturday, has increased the sesh 
from five to 10 minutes. Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agencies. 

Same station is getting a real test- 
ing from California Spray Chemical 
which is plugging its new Ortho 
Earwormicide exclusively on 
KSFO’s Farm Journal. Product is 
so new that it up to the time it first 
went on the air it hadn’t been dis- 
tributed to all dealers, and no other 
form of advertising is being used at 
present, according to Austin Fenger, 
journal editor. Long Advertising 
is the agency. 

Brisacher, Davis is mulling a radio 
version of the best-selling ‘Out of 
the Night.’ Optioned the ether 
rights but hasn’t decided on a treat- 
ment as yet. 

KSFO: General Brewing Corp., 
through McCann-Erickson, six 35- 
word and six 50-word spots weekly, 
through November; Patrick’s Glass 
Polish, direct, one 50-word spot 
Mondays, indefinitely; Southern Pa- 
cific Co. (railroad), through Lord & 
Thomas, participations in- House- 
wives Protective League, Monday 
through Saturday, through Septem- 
ber 13; Lindsay Ripe Olive Co., 


through Lord & Thomas, Monday 
through Saturday participation, 
Housewives Protective League; 
Beach-Nut Packing Co., through 
Newell-Emmett Co., 41 35-word 


transcribed spots; Hecker Products 
Corp. (for Bixby’s Jet-Oil), through 
Benton & Bowles, five chain-break 
spots per week; Roma _ Wines, 
through Cesana and Associates, 1,500 
one - minute transcribed _ spots 
through April 2, 1942; Shasta Water 
through Brewer-Weekes, 
13 50-word spots; Mentholatum Co., 
through Dillard Jacobs Agency, At- 
lanta, three spots weekly through 
August; California Spray Chemical 


Advertising, San Jose, seven 50- 
word spots weekly; for RKO Radio 
Pictures, through Donahue & Co., 
seven spots; Manhattan Soap Co., 
Ine. (Sweetheart Soap), through 
Franklin Bruck, N. Y., six quarter 
hours weekly through Sept. 6, 1941; 
Maryland. Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem 
and Rel), 10 one-minute transcribed 
spots weekly, six months; California 
Spray Chemical Co. (for Ortho 
spray), through Long Advertising 


three participations weekly, Farm | 


Journal; Par Soap, through To- 
masche-Elliott, Oakland, six par- 
ticipations weekly, Housewives Pro- 
tective League, through February, 








Intermountain Market 
people prefer the lively 


Showmanship of 





1942; Marvelous Marin, through Se- 
gall agency, one 1-minute tran- 
scribed spot; Langendorf United 
Bakeries (for bread), through Leon 
Livingston, 12 spots weekly; Olympia 
Brewing Co., through Botsford, Con- 
stantine & Gardner, two. one- 
minute transcribed spots weekly; 
Macey’s Jewelry Co., direct, 156 50- 
word spots; Procter & Gamble (for 
Dash), through Pedlar & Ryan, N. 
Y., five quarters weekly, ‘Road to 
Life’; Weinstein’s Department Store, 
through Long Advertising, 12 50- 
word spots; Downtown Association 
of Oakland, participations in Farm 
Journal; Mark Monris Tire Co., 
through Yoeman’s & Foote, one 
half-hour weekly through Feb. 8, 
1942; William Wrigley Co., through 
Vanderbie & Rubens, spots follow- 
ing ‘Dear Mom’; Wheeler, Reynolds 
& Stauffer (for Carbon-Bisulphide), 
through Walker Advertising, three 
participations weekly, Farm Journal: 
Golden West Brewing (for beer), 
through Erwin, Wasey, 26 half-hours, 
‘News Quiz’; Colonial Dames, Inc., 
through Glasser-Gailey, three spots 
weekly; R. J. Roesling & Co. (for 
Milco), through Fletcher S. Udall, 
eight participations, Farm Journal: 
Mother’s Cookies, through Emil 
Reinhardt, Oakland, 156 50-word 
spots; A. S. Boyle Co. (for Antrol, 
Snarol), through J. Walter Thomp- 
son, six participations weekly, 
Housewives League; Langendorf 
Bakeries (for Homestead bread), 
through Leon Livingston, five spots 
weekly; Calwhey Co., through Se- 
gall, one Sunday quarter weekly 
through September; Nash Kelvinator 
Corp., through Geyer, Cornell & 
Newell, N. Y., two one-minute spots 
weekly. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

June 7. May 31. Change. 

Network ... 9,385 9,585 —2.1 
Local ..... - 3,991 4,306 —7.3 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,362 1,340 +1.6 
See. iteasa 14,738 15,231 —3.2 

(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO, KSFO) 


LOCAL UNIT COUNT 





San Antonio, June, 10. 

Local politics going off the air 
causes a resultant drop in local units. 
Baseball games in some _ instances 
make up this loss. 

Charles Balthrope, merchandising 
department head of KTSA, off to St. 
Louis on a biz and vacation trip. 
O. L. Taylor of the Taylor-Snowden- 
Howe group of which KTSA is a 
member, was in for a brief visit last 
week. 

KONO: Acme Glass Co., one an- 
nouncement per day. Gwinn‘s Drive 


In, four announcements per day. 
| Fred Huefmeyer, the florist, one 
quarter hour program per week. 


Beyer Co., increase of six announce- 
ments per week. Eagle Furniture 
|Co., announcements for R. C. A. 
| Radios, Florence Gas Ranges and 
| Gruno Refrigerators. 

| “WOAI: Joske’s Military Center, 
| one announcement per week. Groves 
| Laboratories, through H. W. Kastor 





| quarter hours per week studio pro- 
| gram featuring Red River Dave. 

| KABC: G. C. Zimmerman, the 
| typewriter man, quarter hour pro- 
|} gram per week for one year. Ashly 
Fish Bait, one five minute program 
|}each Saturday. Roemer Paint and 
| Wallpaper Co., one spot announce- 
}ment per day. Renewal of White 
| Laboratories for Feenamint, through 
| Wm. Esty, half hour Double or Noth- 
jing quiz through Mutual network. 


Renewal of General Cigar Co., for 
| White Owls, of Raymond Gram 
|Swing commentaries through Mu- | 


| tual quarter hour Monday and Fri- | 
|day, through J. Walter Thompson. | 
| Renewal of American Safety Razor | 
|Co., broadcasts of Wythe Williams | 


}each Tuesday and Thursday over 
| Mutual network for a quarter hour. 
On the baseball side of the ledger 
San Antonio Seven Up Co. six com- 
plete games and Wheaties five com- 


plete games. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 7. May 31. Change. 

Network 6,060 6,060 Fis 
Pere e 9,713 10,613 —8.5 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,374 2,353 +6.9 
ae 18,147 19,026 —4.6 





*No change. 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KTSA, 
WOAI) 





KROD ONE YEAR ON AIR 
E! Paso, Texas, June 10. 
Station KROD (Dorance Roderick) 
rounded out its first year with orders 
for ‘Blondie’ and Al Pearce programs 
from R. J. Reynolds via CBS. 





Sons, for Groves Chill Tonic three | 





GOOD BIZ IN BOSTON 


Lemith Blurbs to WNAC—Filene’s 
Dept. Store on 3 








Boston, June 10. 

Business continued good here. 

WNAC: Spencer Shoe Corp., 11 
30-word announcements, Sundays, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, be- 
ginning June 15, through Chambers 
& Wiswell; Kay Jewelry Co., one 
100-word announcement, June 6, 
through Richard N, Sallinger; Boston 
Globe, two one-minute transcrip- 
tions, June 4, through BBD&O; Wm. 
Filene’s Sons Co. (department store), 
one 100-word announced, June 6, 
through John C. Dowd; Revere Rac- 
ing Association, 66 100-word an- 
nouncements, daily except Sunday, 
beginning June 16, and 36 100-word 
announcements, same schedule, be- 
ginning Sept. 19, through Goulston 
Co.; Corn Products Refining Co. 
(Linit), one-minute transcriptions, 
daily except Saturday and Sunday, 
in local news, starting June 12, 
through C. L. Miller Co. 

WAAB: Paramount Baking Co., 
five participations in ‘Sports Mati- 
nee,’ Monday through Friday, start- 
ing June 12, through David Malkiel; 
First Federal Savings & Loan Asso- 
ciation, extension of contract for 27 
100-word announcements, Mondays 
through Saturdays, Started May 26, 
through Doremus & Co.; Henley 
Kimball Co. (autos), renewal for 
eight 100-word participations in news 
service, Monday through Friday, 
started June 2, through Glaser & 
Gottschaldt; Clinton Clothing Co., 
two 100-word participations in news 
service, May 29-30, through Bresnick 


DOWN 8% IN SAN ANTON | tion. 102 S00-word announcements 


Mondays through Saturdays, June 
16-Aug. 30 and Sept. 22-Oct. 30, 
through Goulston Co.; Wm. Filene’s 
Sons Co. (department store), one 
100-word announcement, June 4, 
through John C. Dowd Co.; Clinton 
Clothing Co., one 100-word partici- 
pation in news service, June 2, 
through Bresnick & Solomont; Stil- 
phen Motor Co., 20 100-word service 
announcements, Mondays through 
Fridays, started June 4, through 
Harry M. Frost; Boston Globe, three 
one-minute transcriptions, June 3-4, 
through BBD&O; Moongate Restau- 
rant, four participations in ‘Sports 
Matinee,’ started June 3. 

WEEI: Boston Globe, morning and 
evening announcements, through 
BBD&O; Cape Cod Steamship Co., 





daytime news announcements, 
| through Alley “& Richards; Glendale 
Coal Co., daytime news announce- 


ments, direct; Peter Paul, Inc. (Wal- 
| netto candy), extension of three five- 
|minute programs weekly, through 
| Platt-Forbes; Revere Racing Associa- 


| tion, 24-word nighttime time signals, 
| through Goulston Co.; Wm. Filene’s 
|Sons Co., evening announcements, 
| through John C. Dowd. 


Open Air Ams Under Participation 
Sponsorship on KDYL, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, June 10, 
KSL reports its commercial sched- 


ule for June stronger than last year 
with outlook very good for the 
summer. This week saw the opene 
ing of the second KDYL open air 
series in Liberty Park with Sune 
freze Ice Cream, Vetters Meat Mare 
ket and Art Gardiner rotating spone 
sorship. Amateurs will compete for 
airplane trip to Los Angeles in show 
called ‘Stars of Tomorrow.’ Also 
opened this week was the ‘Spur’ 
sponsored show at the Capitol thee 
atre, a 15 min. quiz broadcast from 
stage of theatre. 


Lines were laid this week to the 
Army Reception Centre at Fort Doue 
glas, preparing for a_ regularly 
skedded twice-a-week broadcast 
from KDYL. One will be band and 
one interviewing and it is expected 
they will commence airing next 
week. 


H. Perry Driggs, KSL Promotion 
Director, leaves for Coast for cone 
ference with CBS exec as Glenn 
Shaw, KSL Production Manager is 
back from vacation following the 
N.A.B. convention in St. Louis. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 7. May 31. Change. 
Network ... 7,141 7,102 +0.6 
eS er 2,332 2,509 —7.1 
Nat’l Spot... 1,232 1435 —14.1 
a 10,705 11,046 —3.1 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


DETROIT PRE-SAMPLES 
SUMMER FALL-OFF 


Detroit, June 10. 

Continuing the skid, Detroit’s six 
stations fell off again in all cate- 
gories; however, no one came down 
as much as 2%. As one sales staff 
put it, ‘At least that’s something.’ 

Position here is that accounts are 
holding on better, despite the losses, 
for in the comparable week of 
last year such extensive drops as 
4.4 in network, 13.3 in local, and 9.2 
in spot were recorded, one of the 
lowest ebbs. Compared to those, 
falls of i.1 in network, 1.7 in local, 
and 1.6 in spot are downright en- 
couraging for the season. However, 
money here is plentiful, which ac- 
counts for the maintenance of local 
business at close to 3,000 units above 
the same period for 1940. 

WJBK: Cole Brothers Circus, 36 
one-minute announcements on pecu- 
liar spacing of four on June 5, six on 
6th, eight on 7th, four on 11th, six 
on 12th, and eight on 13th. 


Comparative Unit Count 

















% of 

June 7, May 31. Change, 

Network ... 8,235 8,325 —Il1.1 
Local ,. . 12,811 13,027 —1,7 
Nat'l Spot.. 4,718 4,796 —1.6 
Total . 25,764 26,148 —1.5 
(Included: CKLW, WJKB, WJLB, 

WJIR, WWJ, WXYZ) 
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COLORADO SPRINGS 


CBS, NETWORK 
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$50,000 In One-Minute Blurbs for KNX 





From Pall Mall (Ruthrauff & Ryan) 





Holiywood, June 10. 

One of the biggest spot contracts 
ever placed locally was landed last 
week by KNX to make up for an 
otherwise drab list. American Ciga- 
ret & Cigar Co. opened a Coast cam- 
paign for Pall Malls by awarding the 
Columbia station 1,248 one-minute 
transcriptions. Non-cancellable 52- 
week contract will net the station 
more than $50,000. ; 

Other sites garnered little new biz 
to overcome the desultory movement 
of current time sales. 

KECA: Sweetheart Soap, 39 quar- 
ter-hour newscasts, through Frank- 
lin Bruck; Knudsen Creamery, 26 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Twilight 
Tales,’ through Heintz Pickering; Sea- 
sonettes, 26 announcements, through 
Eugene Rouse. 

KFI: Mentholatum, 30 announce- 
ments, through Dillard Jacobs. 

KHJ: Adohr Milk Farms, 39 quar- 
ter-hour periods, through Lord & 
Thomas; May Co., six quarter-hour 
periods; Bullock’s department store, 
30 spots, through Dana Jones; Ever 
Dry Corp. 65 announcements, 
through Torrey & Torrey; California 
Crown Sugar, 18 participations in 
Norma Young’s ‘Happy Homes,’ 
through Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner; I. Magnin (ready-to-wear), 
80 announcements, through Erwin, 
Wasey. 

KNX: Union Oil, 65 quarter-hour 
broadcasts of William Winter, war 
analyst, through Lord & Thomas; 
Pall Mall cigarets, 1,248 one-minute 
transcriptions, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 


} 





Comparative Unit Count | 





June 7. May 31. Change. 

Network .. 12,286 12,711 +0.9 

Local 8,871 8,828 +0.5 

Nat’l Spot.. 1,462 1,478 -—1.1 

aS 23,159 23,017 +0.6 

(Included: KEGA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KNX) 





CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
UPS AIR BUDGET 100%, 


Chicago, June 10. 

News continues to dominate the 
local commercial market, and as 
long as the world situation is un- 
stable the news periods will continue 
to be important from every view- 
point. 

Chicago Motor Club, which had a 
three-a-week 15-minute news shot 
running on Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, has boosted its air time 
on WENR a full 100%, and is add- 





Minus Sign in Seattle 


Seattle, June 10. 

Seattle continued slight weekly in- 
crease, with KOL booking a number 
of scattered spot campaigns and add- 
ing its net total with the addition of 
Spud Imperial Time and ‘Danger Is 
My Business’ for Axton Fisher To- 
bacco Co. 











| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

June 7. May 31. Change. 

Network ... 7,350 6,565 —12 
Local ...... 6,600. 7,335 —10 
Nat’l Spot.. 767 807 —5 
Total -. 14,717 14,707 Poae 





* No change. 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





Pennsy State H’way 
Safety Drive Set 
For WFIL, WIP 


Philadelphia, June 10. 

With the roads getting jammed on 
weekends with vacation-bound mo- 
torists, the State Highway Depart- 
ment has purchased time on two sta- 
tions for a ‘drive safely’ campaign. 
From now until the end of the sum- 
mer driving season, spot announce- 
ments plugging safety will be heard 
four times a week on WFTL and 
WIP. The deals were set through 
the Benjamin Eshelman agency. 

WPEN has set a special one-hour 
program for Monday, June 16, dedi- 
cating its hike from 1.000 to 5.000 
watts. The program will be tabbed 
‘Radio Serves’ and will feature 
speakers from Army, Navy, Marine 
and Air Corps, as well as represen- 
tatives of other public agencies 
which received free air time on the 
outlet in ‘public service’ programs. 

WFIL: Philadelphia Dairy Prod- 
ucts (ice cream), six particinations 
weekly, through Schenck Advertis- 
ing; Henry A. -Dreer, Inc. (seeds), six 
spots weekly, through Madara; Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Duz), four spots 
weekly, through Compton Advertis- 
ing; Fox Weiss (furs), 10 transcrip- 
tions weekly, throuch Harry Feigen- 





baum; Woodside Park, 24 spots 
weekly, placed direct; Dr. Swett’s 
Root Beer, eight spots weekly, 


through C. L. Miller; Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, six spots weekly, placed 
direct; Lee Furniture Co., six 10- 
minute transcribed programs weekly, 
through Eton Wainrisht; Sley Sys- 
tem Garages, 18 spots weekly, 
through Adrian Bauer. 

WBIG: Square Deal Furniture Co.. 





ing three more shots weekly, run- 
ning on Sundays, 
Fridays. Set through the Aubrey, 
Moore & Wallace agency. 

Community Motors, through the 
Harold I. Collen agency, a weekly 
15-minute news period on WBBM, 
with Donald McGibeny at the mike. 

Otherwise sales on local stations 
are mighty quiet, with the inter-sea- 
son lull on in earnest. 





| Comparative Unit Count 





% of 

June 7. May 31. Change. 

Network .... 9,445 9,430 +0.2 
pS eee 6,587 6,729 —2.1 
Nat’l Spot... 11,398 11,488 —0.8 
Total . 27,430 27,647 —0.8 


(Included: WBBM. WENC, WGN, 
WIND. WJJD, WLS, WMAG). 








WSM Closes Deals—WLAC Sells 
‘The Old Dirt Dobber’ 





Nashville, June 10. 
Muir Laboratories have purchased 
15 minutes of WSM’s Grand Ole 


Wednesdays and | 


additional 50 spots weekly, through 
Harry Feigenbaum; Frankford Radio 
& Electric Co., two 15-minute par- 
| ticipations on Doug Arthur’s ‘Dance- 
land’ weekly. 

WIP: American Fruit Growers. 120 
spot announcements, through Walker 
|& Downing; Axton-Fisher Tobacéo 
|Co. (Spuds and Zephyrs), two 15- 
minute broadcasts each week, 
through Weiss & Geller: Cades 
(neckwear), five spots per week, 
through Phillip Klein; Dans Cancel- 
lation Shoes, six spots per week, 
through Dan Rivkin; Megowen-Edu- 
cator Food Co., 60 spots, through 
John W. Queen, and Dr. Swett’s Root 
Beer, six spots weekly, through C. L. 
Miller. 

KYW: 
minute 


Starr Pen Co., 
news programs 


three 15- 
weekly, 


| through United Advertising. 


‘THRIFTY DAN, CAMERA MAN’ | | 








‘Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
June 7. May 31. Change. 
Network 9,923 9,851 +-0.7 
Local ..... 20,690 20,821 —0.6 
Nat'l Spot.. 4,423 4,364 +1.3 
| 35,036 35,036 0.0 





Opry, through Schaffer, Brennan & | 
Maragalis agency, St. Louis, to solicit | 
developing and enlargement of pic- | 
tures. Show called ‘Thrifty Dan, the 
Camera Man.’ 

Beeman’s Laboratories, Atlanta, 
have contracted for part of Opry 
show starting in September. siarvey 
Massengale agency booked the biz. 

Standard Candy decided to air its 
blurbs in behalf of King Leo stick 
candy throughout the summer over 
WSM. Is a series of one-minute e.t. 
spots, locally made, and replaces the 
Goo Goo plugs. 

WLAC has sold the local ‘Oid Dirt 
Dobber’ to General Mills for one 
year. Goodrich Tire has bought the 
early evening sports review with 
Herman Grizzard as sportscaster. 





Baptist Church Gives KFEL 
Seven Quarter Hours; 
Gas Renewal for KLZ 


Denver, June 10. 
Local church renewal of seven 
quarter-hours weekly over KFEL for 


one year, and Terry Carpenter serv- 
ice stations’ buy of 156 quarter- 
hours, to be used by Dec. 8, over 
KLZ, were last week’s toppers. 
KFEL: Englewood Baptist Church, 
seven quarter-hours a week, one 
year; Royal Diamond, through Allen 
& Reynolds, agency, 15 mins. daily, 
one month; Rainbow Cleaners & 





Dyers, through Max Goldberg 
agency, two announcements daily, 
one year; Ranier Brewing Co. 


through Buchanan agency, three an- 
nouncements weekly, five months; 
Broadmoor Country Club and Eddit 
Ott’s By-the-Lake, three spots daily, 
one month; Griffith Motors, 26 an- 
nouncements; Los Wigwam Weavers, 
11 spots; Freeman Chemical Co., 
three five-mins. weekly, one month; 
Utilities Engineering Inst., through 
First United Broadcasters agency,,. 
three five-mins. weekly, one month; 
Vetoe’s Cabaret, 30 spots; Bray & 
Co., 52 announcements; Charm Prod- 
ucts, through United Adv. agency; 
Carter Products, through Spot 
Broadcoasting, for Arrid, three spots 
weekly, for Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills, five spots weekly, one year; 
Lydia Pinkham, through Erwin, 
Wasey agency, two additional spots 
weekly, bringing to 10 weekly, one 
month; Green Bros., through R. Y. 
Reeves agency, 11 spots; Kendrick & 
Bellamy, through Walter Eha agency, 
26 spots. 

KLZ: Terry Carpenter, through 
Betts-Koerber agency, 156 quarter- 
hours; Everett & Barron, Stazon 
White, 26 spots; Firestone Tires, 
through Betts-Koerber agency, two 
spots; Kendrick-Bellamy, through 
Walter Eha agency, 26 spots; Mer- 
chants Biscuit Co., through Ball & 
Davidson agency, 1,756 temperature 
reports; Bowey’s, Inc., through So- 


renson agency, 52 spots; Mentho- 
latum, through Dillard Jacobs 
agency, 52 announcements; Cliquot 
Club, through N. W. Ayer agency, 


130 anncuncements; Continental Oil 
Cé6., through Tracy-Locks-Dawson 
agency, 26 spots. 

KOA: Hartz Mountain Products, 
through Geo. H. Hartman Co., five 
quarter-hour transcriptions; Conti- 
nental Oil Co.. through Tracy-Locks- 
Dawson agency, 25 announcements; 
Firestone Auto Supply Co., through 
Petts-Koerber agency, two _ spots; 
Reader’s Digest, through Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne agency, 
12 announcements; Rainbow Bread 











WOR Alters Operating Policy; WBYN 
Fnters Biz-Chasing Race In New York 





As another move to strengthen its 
summer position, WOR, New York, 
is now planning to begin soon on a 
schedule of 24-hour operation. Exact 
starting date isn’t set, but it will 
probably be Tuesday (17). New 
schedule will be in effect Tuesday- 
through-Saturday, with the present 
2 am. sign-off remaining in force 
Sunday and Monday nights. How- 
ever, the station hopes presently: to 
get FCC permission to use the 
emergency transmitter the two odd 
nights the regular transmitter is be- 
ing over checked, thus enabling con- 
tinuous operation throughout the 
week. 

Idea of adding the two-and-a- 
half hours of broadcasting beyond 
the present 2 a.m. sign-off is that in 
such industrial communities as 
Bridgepert, Hartford and New Ha- 
ven, Conn., various upstate New 
York cities and the New Jersey 
manufacturing towns like Newark, 
Jersey City, Bayonne, New Bruns- 
wick, etc., there are scores of fac- 
tories working 24 hours a day be- 
cause of the defense drive. 
that many stores in those places now 
remain open all night has convinced 
WOR executives that there is now a 
sizable listening audience to be 
tapped there in the pre-dawn hours. 


Programs Uncertain 
Question of programming 
extra broadcast hours is still wide 
open. There will probably be news 
summaries every hour on the hour, 
with late bulletins at the half-hour 
spots. Also possible that some of the 





|Co., six weather reports; Hecker 
| Products, through Benton & Bowles | 
| agency, 15 chain brecks; Sears-Roe- | 
|ennouncements; Blvhill Products, 
through R. Y. Reaves agency, 52 an- | 
nouncements. 

KMYR: Sample Fur Co.. throuch 
|Max Goldberg agency, 52 
Elitch Gardens, 
agency, 104 announcements; 
Canning Co., through 
agency, 500 spots; U. S. Drug. 
through Max Goldberg agency, 365 
spots; House of Loveliness, through 
Raymond Keane agency, spots; Den- 
ver Ford Dealers Ass’n, throush Mc- 
Cann-Erickson ageney, spots; Rosen- 
stein Bros., through .Ted Levy 
agency, 365 spots; Gardner Nursery, 
through Northwest Radio agency, 
transcribed short features; Gigantic 
Cleaners, through MacGruder agency, 
spots; Nathenson Auto Co., through 
Raymond Keane agency, spots; Carl-" 
son-Frink Dairy, through  Betts- 
Koerber agency, spots. 


z ~ Comparative Unit Count 





| 


spots; | 
through Robertson | 
Stokes | 
Otto Shaw | 





7 | new accounts, 








% of 
June 7. May 31. Change. 
Network 8,020 8,075 —).7 
TS er 7,999 8,569 —§.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,459 2,575 —41.5 
meee dass 18,478 19,219 —3.8 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, | 


KOA, KVOD) 


regular Mutual daytime programs, 
such as Henry Morgan’s comedy, 
may be rebroadcast at that time via 


| buck, through E. O. Shaw agency, 39 | transcription, with the commercials 


deleted. There will almost certainly 
be recorded music programs, though 
probably not the kind of dance-pop 
stuff comprising most all-night shows 
on the smaller stations. No one has 
yet been selected to handle the pro- 
grams. But one thing is certain— 
the station will try to sel? as many 
spot announcements as possible for 
the added period. 


Entire move of stretching 





the | 


Fact | 





the | week 


through A. B. Landau, participation 
programs; The American Schools 
(home instruction), through Huber, 
Hoe & Son, 13-week contract, 
daily five-minute participation, ‘Art 
Green’s Gramaphone’; Garden City 
Publishing (Business Encyclopedia), 
through Huber, Hoe & Son, 52-week 
contract, transcriptions; Garden City 
Publishing (Book League of Amer- 
ica), through Huber, Hoe & Son, 52- 
week contract, daily five-minute par- 
ticipation, ‘Women’s Magazine of the 
Air’; P. J. LeRoy (piano instruc- 
tion), direct, 13-week contract, 12 
quarter-hours weekly; Rose Garden 
Homes, direct, five participation 
weekly, ‘Buck Mason’s Westerners’; 
Trump Homes, direct, announce- 
ments. 

WINS: National Schools of Los 
Angeles (radio and television and 
Diesel engineering courses), through 
Huber, Hoge & Sons, 13-week con- 


tract, 24 quarter-hour newscasts 
weekly. 
WMCA: Ben Marden’s Riviera, 


through J. R. Kupsick, 13-week con- 
tract, ten announcements weekly; 
Elks Rendezvous Restaurant in Har- 
lem, direct, renewal of contract for 
two quarter-hour remote programs 
weekly, ‘Chris Columbus and Or- 
chestra’; State of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, through Bo 
Bernstein, six participations weekly, 
‘Rise and Whine.’ 

WNEW: Eagle Tire Co. (U. S. Rub- 
ber Tires), through Terril, Belknap, 
Marsh Associates, 26-week contract, 
quarter-hour transcribed program 
weekly, ‘Transcontinental Tours’: 
Hollywood Model Service, through 
Clive Howard, 13-week contract, six 
quarter-hours weekly, ‘Dance Pa- 
rade’; Central Railroad of New Jer- 
sey (moonlight sails to Sandy Hook), 
through Richard A. Foley, 13-week 
contract, 12 announcements weekly; 
Ben Marden’s Riviera, through J. R. 


Kupsick, 13 week contract, 10 an- 
|}nouncements weekly. 
WOR: Gardner Nursery’ Co., 


through Northwest Advertising, six 
contract, two-minute = an- 


day’s schedule fits in with WOR’s new | 20Uncements daily, ‘Farmers Digest’; 
campaign to hold and add to both|>U@bury Laboratory, through Mason 


its listeners and sponsors during the | **’ 


summer. Besides adding several am- 


Ham, two week contract, 3 one- 
minute announcements weekly, ‘Far- 


bitious new sustaining series, the sta- | ™€TS Digest’; Ben Marden’s Riviera, 


tion has switched previous plans 
and is holding such programs as 
Bessie Beatty and ‘Dear Imogene’ 
on the air throughout the summer. 
Idea is that over the hot months. 
WOR has had unusual success in 
holding its audiences and getting 
some of which stick 
year ‘round. 

The new station formed by merg- 
ing four Brooklyn smallies leads off 
this compilation of new biz in Man- 
hattan: 


| 





|Service, 6 


through J. R. Kupsick, 13 week con- 
tract, station breaks; State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantation, 
through Bo Bernstein, four week 
contract, one-minute announce- 
ments, ‘Happy Jim Parsons Pro- 
gram’; Roma Wine, through Ber- 
mingham, Castleman & Pierce, 16 
week contract, ‘Waite Hoyt,’ vari- 
ous times. 

WWRL: Trump Homes, 
International Radio 
ten-minute 


through 
Broadcasting 
news pro- 


WBYN: United Shoe Exchange, | 8Tams weekly; Morris H. Siegel (in- 


through Klinger 
week contract, 
ments weekly; 


Advertising, 13- 


Edelstein Dairy, 





placements have been limited to 
falo, Philadelphia, Detroit, 


gurgle. 





Pittsburgh, Chicago, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, but other markets 
are to be opened from week to week. Cig is using 
from 16 to 42 spots a week on each outlet and all 
contracts are for 13 weeks, with Rutbrauff & Ryan 
the agency. It’s the biggest announcement barrage 
since the Lucky Strike splurge of two years ago 
in which it featured the time and the auctioneer’s 


Big Pall Mall Spot Splurge 


Pall Mall cigaret has extended its spot announce- 
ment campaign to the point where in the aggre- 
gate it is paying for 1,250 plugs a week. So far the 


each follow: 
New York, Buf- 
Chicago 


Detroit 


Philadelphia 
Buffalo 


The markets set and the number of stations i: 


New York .. 
San Francisco 


Los Angeles . 








|} surance counseller), 
40 spot announce- | @amnouncements weekly; Dr. Schwarz 


| 





six additional 


(optometrist), renewal, two. an- 
nouncements weekly; Manhattan 
Beach Hotel, 10 week contract, six 
announcements weekly; Castle Hill 
Speedway, 2 five-minute _programs 
weekly. 





Gordon Bakeries Into 
Six Radio Markets 





Gordon Bakeries is placing a spot 


campaign through Geyer, Cornell & 
| Newell with a July starting date. It 


will be a transcribed dramatic show 
on a schedule of three 15-minute pe- 
riods a week. 

Markets involved are New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Toledo, Flint and 


' Jackson, Mich. 
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Union's Control Over Members 
Action Seen Endangered By 





Penn Verdict; AFM May Appeal 


Philadelphia, June 10. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, is contemplating an ap- 
peal to the U. S. Supreme Court from 
the State Superior Court, ordering 
the reinstatement of three ousted 
members and their reimbursement 
for the time lost from employment 
during their ouster for alleged chis- 
eling on scale. Offcials of the union 
feel that the Superior Court’s order 
(it was also upheld by the Pennsyl- 


vania Supreme Court), if allowed to 
stand, would establish a dangerous 
precedent and would weaken the 
control of union leadership over 
members. 


The three men were former mem- 
bers of the Carman pit band, George 
Tipton, Alvin Schatz and Leon Gor- 
don. They were accused of playing 
under scale and were at first found 
not guilty by Local 77’s trial board. 
The board was reversed by the inter- 
national executive board and the 
men were ordered to pay $100 fines 
each. They were expelled for non- 
payment of fines. 


Officials of Local 77 were skedded 
to huddle with AFM President James 
C. Petrillo this week at the AFM 
convention in Seattle to determine 
what action to take. 


Musikers Pitch In 
For Beach Opening; 
Canada’s Boom Time 


Ridgeway, Ont., June 10. 

Manner in which Canada’s part in 
the war has cut down all manpower 
for other uses was illustrated at 
opening of Crystal Beach, amuse- 
ment resort, when musicians were 
pressed into service to make change 
after young, inexperie. ced help all 
but fainted from exhaustion. 

Resort opened Memoria] Day (30) 
with biggest biz in recent years, 
mostly Americans from _ Buffalo 
across the lake. Canadians don’t ob- 
serve holiday, and what’s more, were 
much too busy in aircraft and other 
war-industry plants nearby. Men 
who held the dance-hall ropes and 
herded kiddies onto amusement 
rides now are pulling down much 
higher wages tightening bolts on 
Britain-bound fighters. 

Instead, spot had to hire youths 
not old enough for Army or not in 
defense plants, many 15 and 16 years 
of age. Some of them had blistered 
fingers rolling out tickets and push- 
ing mazuma into the till after only a 
few hours of record-breaking open- 
ing day biz, related Harold Austin, 
bandleader who manages dancery, 
so he had to rush some of his bands- 
men into the cages. 

Resort expects continued high sea- 
son, especially if ‘gasless Sundays’ 
go into effect in United States. Spot 
is reached by boat or car. 

To lure a few more American 
sheckles, spot will play name bands 
again starting June 28 with Gene 
a. ‘Happy Gang’ from To- 
onto’s CBL, Canadian faves, booked 
in July 1. 


Lawyers Win Over Heidt 


William and Francis Purcell, at- 
torneys, were granted a $2,307 ver- 
dict out of $5,600 asked against Hor- 
ace Heidt in the N Y. supreme court 
Thursday (5) hy Justice Julius Hof- 
stadter. The attorneys were suing 
for services rendered to the orches- 
tra leader. 

Plaintiffs had sought $600 for rep- 
resenting Heidt in an action he is 
bringing against Virginia, Maree, 











. Miriam, Jean, and Helen Ahn for 


breach of contract. The Beach- 
combers Restaurant and Monte Pro- 
ser are also defendants with Heidt 
claiming the Ahn sisters deserted 
him to sign with Proser. The remain- 
ing $5,000 was for representing Heidt 
in a divorce action. 

Heidt had filed a counter action 
for $6,000 claiming the attorneys had 
cost him that amount by neglect of 
their duties, but withdrew this claim 
during trial. The verdict granted the 
attorneys $200 on the Ahn matter, 
and $2,000 on the divorce proceed- 
ings, with the balance representing 
interest, 





a 


| 





Barry Wood’s Patriotics 


Barry Wood cut the first record 
versions of Irving Berlin’s latest pa- 
triotic tunes at Victor Record’s New 
York studios Monday (9). His sing- 


ing of ‘Any Bonds Today’ and ‘Arms 
For the Love of America’ was ac- 
companied by the Lynn Murray 
choir. 


Wood went to Washington, D. C., 
to sing the tunes from the steps of 
the Capitol last night (Tuesday). 
Occasion was the renewal of effort 
in disposing of the government’s De- 
fense Bonds and the celebration of 
‘Arsenal Day.’ 


Defense Coin 
Inspires Name 
Band Policy 


Sandusky, O., June 10. 

On June 14 Benny Goodman ush- 
ers in the summer season at Cedar 
Point. Three years ago the oper- 
ating company decided to use name 
bands as a hypo to pull it up into | 
the black, with such success that | 
this season’s take really should be | 
something. Spot is in the heart of | 
industrial national defense area. | 
Daily steamers from Cleveland, De- | 
troit and Canada expected to make | 
it a sure thing. (Federal Govern- | 














plant just across the bay.) 


ment is building a $32,000,000 ee 


In anticipation, the G. A. Boeck- | 


Buckeye Hall Has 
Room for 5,000 Hoofers 


Columbus, June 10. 

Convention Hall, Buckeye Lake 
Park, O., is being remodeled by de- 
signer Dick Asbaugh into a dance 
pavilion with floor space for 5,000. 
Park manager A. M. Brown and Lou 
Peppe, manager of Columbus’ Val- 
ley Dale, will collaborate in pre- 
sentation of name bands, planning to 
open new spot on the 22nd with 
Benny Goodman. 

Crystal Danceteria will continue to 
book house band attractions, Bobby 
Day current. 





SOUND SYSTEM 


IS VITAL TO 
BALLROOMS 


Auburndale, Mass., June 10. 

Many ballrooms practice false 
economy in using a hundred dollar 
public address system to show off a 
$5,000 attraction, according to Roy 
Gill, operator of Totem Pole Ball- 
room here. 

‘Not only are the dancers disap- 
pointed in the band, after having 
heard it on the air and on record- 
ings, but these patrons will gradually 
start drifting away because the spot 
will lose its appeal,’ Gill continued. 

‘In my own case, bands have com- 
plimented the present amplifier set 
we now use here, but I have heard 
a demonstration of a new RCA sys- 
tem and it will be installed within a 
week. 

‘My patronage increases’ each 
week, but I realize they are entitled 
to the best and they will receive it, 
if at all possible. 

‘I could never listen to a singer or 
an orchestra as distorted by some 
p.a. systems, and certainly I “can’t 
expect my customers to do that,’ 
Gill concluded. 


JACK LAVIN BACK 








WITH PAUL WHITEMAN 





Jack Lavin has rejoined Paul 


ling Co., which owns and operates |Whiteman as personal manager and 


the entire enterprise, has been lib- | 


eral in its pre-season spending. The | 
huge terraced ballroom has been | 
redecorated amd the midway re- | 
vamped, with many new concessions | 
added. The Tavern Terrace at the 
Hotel Breakers has signed Louis | 
Cina and his Continental Gypsies | 
for the season, while the Grill offers 
a change of entertainment every 
two weeks. 


After Goodman, MCA has booked 
in the following bands: 


Henry Busse, June 20 to 26. 
Bob Chester, June 27 to July 3. 
Ben Bernie, July 4 to 10. 
Frankie Masters, July 11 to 17. 
Raymond Scott, July 18 to 24, 
Orrin Tucker, July 25 to 31, 
Glen Gray, Aug. 1 to 7. 

Gene Krupa, Aug. 8 to 14. 
Tony Pastor, Aug. 15 to 21. 
Alvino Rey, Aug. 22 to 28. 

Ted Weems, Aug. 28 to Sept. 1. 


Steel Pier’s Name Bands 











Atlantic City, June 10. 

Alvino Rey’s orchestra begins the | 
list of bands scheduled for the Steel 
Pier, starting June 28. Rey plays | 
from this date to July 3. Orrin 
Tucker listed for July 4 and Jimmy 
Dorsey for July 5 and 6. 

The list follows: Raymond Scott, 
July 12; Harry James, July 13 to 19; 
Benny Goodman, July 20; Bob Ches- 
ter, July 21 to 25; Sammy Kaye, July 
26; Orrin Tucker, July 27 to Aug. 1; 
Tommy Dorsey, Aug. 2; Abe Lyman, | 
Aug. 3 to 9; Woody Herman, Aug. | 

} 


10 to 16; Gene Krupa, Aug. 17 to 23; 
Benny Goodman, Aug. 24; Charles 
Barnett, Aug. 25 to 29; Glenn Miller, 
Aug. 30 to Sept. 1 (including Labor 
Day); Alvino Rey, Sept. 2 to 5, and 
Tommy Dorsey, Sept. 6. 





Tom Dorsey’s Operation 


Tommy Dorsey is accepting no 
dates between his July 14 closing at 
the Astor Roof, New York, and a 
scheduled Aug. 27 opening at the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y. Leader 
has set aside that period to enter a 
hospital for a long-delayed appen- 
dectomy. 

Will Bradley’s band follows Dor- 
sey’s into the Astor. 





head of his New York office. Lavin 
will continue to handle his own tal- 
ent but out of the Whiteman office 
on a partnership arrangement with 
the maestro. 

Lavin and Whiteman parted about 
three years ago after an unbeaten 


iconnection of five years. 





Ada Leonard and her ‘All Ameri- 
can Revue and Orchestra’ at the 
Cascades Room of the Hotel Ohio, 
Youngstown. 


Sammy Kaye Wins in NBC Tiff, 
Refuses To Drop Singing Titles 





Developed Over Six-Year Period 


Celoron Park’s Policy 





Jamestown, N. Y., June 10. 

Dancery at Celoron Park outside 
Jamestown, which draws heavy 
Western New York shuffle traffic, 
will change house bands in two- 
week cycles this season. Maury 
Brennan, last year’s baton-waver, 
started in Memorial Eve, followed by 
Lyle Carlyle. 

Will also run ‘name’ outfits in one- 
nighters. Attendance n.s.g. at Johnny 
Messner shuffle (23), first of season. 


Penny s Worth 
Of Music New 
Jukebox Idea 


‘Phonette’ record machines, which 
dispense music to buyers via indi- 
vidual speakers at a penny a side 
rather than the usual nickel, made 
their debut in New York last week. 
Machines have been installed in 
seven Whalen drug stores and one 
independent spot so far and work is 
progressing on a contract that will 
put the gadgets in a total of 238 
Whalen branches. 

Systems use individual boxes set 
on soda counters, each box contain- 
ing a small speaker which broad- 
casts the music being played so 
softly that it’s audible within only 
a half dozen feet. That confines the 
output to the person who inserted 
the coin and perhaps a few others. 
There is no selection on the boxes, 
a central turntable with a capacity 
of 16 platters spinning the records in 
succession as coins are dropped. 


There is no possibility of anyone 
being gypped, a fault that eliminated 
a similar idea developed last year. 
On the Phonettes if a penny is 
dropped into a box while another is 
operating the patron cuts in on the 
record being played and then gets 
the full playing time of the following 
platter. 

Machines have been in use on the 
Coast for several months. Ones in 
use in New York are the first in the 











east. 





Rules Band Into ‘Interstate Class: 
All Sorts of Complications Feared “2x tes: 7 ser to 





Counsel for bandleaders and band 
booking offices last week expressed 
themselves as much disturbed by 


the implications of the court decision 
in the Sammy Kaye case which held 
that orchestra leaders are engaged in 
interstate commerce. The _ ruling 
was handed down by Justice Samuel 
Rosenman, of the N. Y. 


| gested that some other’leaders and 


large booking offices might eon- 
tribute to the cost of the appeal. 
Reck sued for $3,465 plus $750 


lawyer fees but the court awarded 
him $1,447 and $500 for counsel. 
Reck who was employed.by Kaye 
from June 5, 1939 to Dec. 28, 1939, 
sued for overtime under the Federal 
wage and hour act. 

In his decision Justice Rosenman 
found that Kaye was engaged in in- 
terstate commerce and that Reck 
could recover damages under Sec- 
tion 16B of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938. ‘The interstate charac- 
ter of the plaintiff's (Kaye) occupa- 
tion,’ wrote the court, is fixed by his 
activities in assisting regularly in 
radio broadcasts in interstate hook- 
ups which are clearly in interstate 
commerce, in loading and unloading 


equipment of the band on tour, and! 





supreme | 





going from state to state in assisting 
regularly in the manufacture of rec- 


ords by the defendant’s band which | Milwaukee area. 


are shipped from state to state. By 


reason of his various interstate ac- ” 
r 


tivities, furthermore, defendant him- 
self was engaged in commerce with- 
in the meaning of the Act.’ 
Liabilities 
It is the first time that a court has 


decision particularly significant is 
that Reck was not even a performer. 
As some trade lawyers see it the 
Act’s purview might be extended to 
apply to any person or organization 
not only employing performers but 
those concerned with aiding in pre- 
paring stage shows, radio programs 
and other forms of entertainment. 
Such sources of liabilities would in- 
clude booking offices, producers, 
radio stations and networks, adver- 
tisers and ad agencies. 

All cases: similar to Kaye’s have 
in the past been strictly of an anti- 
trust nature. Such occupations as 
baseball exhibition, vaudeville and 
opera have been held to be outside 
the scope of the interstate commerce 
act. Even in the noted Fisher’s 
Blend Station (KOMO) case mike 
performers were held not to be en- 

aged in interstate commerce. 


Sammy Kaye and NBC engaged 
last week in a controversy over his 
right to continue to sing the titles of 
his broadcast numbers and the band 
leader came out the victor. In the 
heat of the dispute Kaye advised 
the network that his air routine 
would have to remain as is or NBC 
could pull its wire out of the Essex 
House, N. Y., Kaye’s current stand, 
NBC withdrew its objections. 

Flare-up between NBC and Kaye 


resulted from-the demand of Chuck 
Foster, bandman located at the Bilt- 
more Bowl, Los Angeles, that he like- 
wise be permitted to m.c. his own 
NBC remote programs. NBC de- 
cided to act before this thing spread 
too much and it told Kaye that he 
would have to have his numbers 
identified before they went on and 
not by the singing routine in the 
middle of the number. 

Kaye retorted that he would do no 
such thing. The bandman pointed 
out that he had spent six years de- 
veloping this particular style and he 
Saw no reason for abandoning it. 

At NBC’s program department 
Saturday (7), it was stated that Kaye 
had been asked to make the change 
merely because it wanted to be able 
to maintain a closer check on the 
band’s numbers. By Kaye announc- 
ing his number at the opening of 
each number the operators at the 
studio end could know immediately 
whether the tune had been cleared 
for broadcast. 


Glenn Milier Terms Took 
Two Years of Negotiation 
With Modernistic Ballroom 


Milwaukee, June 10. 

After negotiating for nearly two 
years in an effort to reach mutually 
agreeable terms, Glenn Miller and 
his band are to play the Modernistic 
ballroom in Wisconsin’s State Fair 
park here on Sunday night, June 
22, with the leader practically run- 
ning the place for the occasion. Con- 
tract is said to be the toughest ever 
signed by C. S. Rose, manager of the 
suburban dancery. 

Miller dictates the admission fees 
to be charged and refuses to do the 
broadcast usually heard from the 
park ballroom over WTM4J, any air- 
ing of his music being confined 
strictly to his regular weekly com- 
mercials. No second band, or artist, 
may be used without the visiting 
bandsman’s approval, although in 
this case Steve Swedish and his 
orchestra, the house band for the 
last five seasons, was O.K.d without 








or double the usual 55c. Sunday 
night gate at this resort, the tour- 
ing leader taking full advantage of 
| his first personal appearance in the 
And the free list 





is out. 

Just to make sure he gets his, Mil- 
is said to have been given a 
guarantee of close to $2,000 for the 


| night against more than 50% of the 
| ZTOSS. 


What this may amount to 
may be gauged by the fact that Kay 
Kayser, holder of the Modernistic 
record, played to 8,500 people on a 


| date there. 


court, in an action for back wages | held the activities of a band consti- 

| brought by Norman E. Reck, former | tute interstate commerce and if Jus- 

'secretary and general assistant to| tice Rosenman’s ruling stands band 

Kaye. Latter’s lawyer, Lee East-/| leaders will become subject to many 
, s Bete gpisigenty: tee , 

| man, declared Friday (7) that he} jiabilities as fall within the inter- | 

was appealing the case. It was sug-| state commerce act. What makes the 





‘Don Azpiazu of Cuba 


In N.Y. Readying Band 


Don Azpiazu, widely known Cuban 
bandleader who introduced ‘The 
Peanut Vendor’ and, Latin rhythms 
to the U.S. at the Palace theatre, 
N.Y., in 1930, is rehearsing a new 
band. Outfit went into practice ses- 
sions Monday (9) in New York. It’s 
composed of 16-pieces including 
three sax, two violins, three brass 
and eight rhythm and is designed to 
handle American and European 
waltz styles as well as congas, 
rhumbas, etc. 

Azpiazu’s last job in this country 
was at the Rainbow Room, N. Y., 
about three years ago, where he 
worked in conjunction with the 
Glen Gray outfit. Since then the 
leader has been batonning at Sevilla- 





Biltmore hotel, Havana, and on 
broadcasts from CM®O of that citv 
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Bands’ Theatre Biz Spotty; Brown 


306 Fair, N.Y.; T. Tucker Lags In 
Philly, 17146; Crosby Off, Pitt, 136 





(Estimates for This Week) 


Les Brown, New York — (Strand; 
@.756; 35-55-75-85-99). With Bea 
Wain and Dixie Dunbar on stage, 
plus ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 
Abnormally weak business here as 
elsewhere, but at close to $30,000 
there’s some profit. Show holds a 
second week. 


Bob Crosby, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 


8,600; 25-40-60). With ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA). Biz way off and 
worst here in several visits of 


Crosby outfit, with picture not do- 
ing much to draw patrons. Stiff 
competish from new pictures also 
hurting. Poor $13,000 in sight. 
Horace Heidt, Louisville—(Rialto; 
8.400; 15-30-40). While ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th) is not strong, presence 
of localite Marjorie Weaver in cast 


helps. Aside from this, Heidt’s band 
entirely responsible for terrific 
$16,500. 


Vaughn Monroe, New York—(Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Hal Sherman, others, on stage, plus 
*] Wanted Wings’ (Par). Combined 
pull of the Monroe band and ‘Wings,’ 
which had a recent roadshow run at 
the nearby Astor and was well ex- 

loited, has meant a very substan- 
ial profit for the N.Y. Par. Final 
(3d) week ending last night (Tues.) 
$35,000, after second week’s $49,500. 

Harry Owens, Los Angeles—(Par- 
amount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). With 
‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par). Heading 
for $18,000, plenty good considering 
what opposition is doing. 

Tommy Tucker, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) plus per- 
gonal of Simone Simon. Not up to 


par at $17,500. Band is not receiving 
much aid from screen, load being on 
stage show. 
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B’ way Musicals | 


Continued from page 1 








by John Cecil Holm, score by new 
writers, Hugh Martin and Ralph 
Blane. It is due to start rehearsals 
next month. Abbott has another 
musical, authored by Vernon Duke 
and John Latouche, on his 8s ched- 
ule and his current ‘Pal Joey’ 
(Barrymore) may still be running 
when the first comes along. Another 
early arrival may be ‘New Orleans,’ 
which Max Gordon is due to present. 
Operetta made its debut in St. Louis, 
Thursday (5), starting the outdoor 
season there. 


Vinton Freedley, not so active pro- 
ductively last season but busy with 
war benefit shows, has two musicals 
coming along. They are ‘Let’s Face 
It,’ with songs by Cole Porter and 
Irving Caesar, Herbert and Dorothy 
Fields, and ‘Ambassador of Good 
Will,’ which has a book by Gene 
Towne and Robert Harris. Caesar 
again promises ‘My Dear Public’ and 
says he has the money to produce it 
himself. He has incorporated the 
venture. 

Brown and Henderson 

Ray Henderson and Lew Brown 
schedule a brace of musicals. One is 
‘Good Will Gertie,’ slated to have 
Elsa Maxwell, Leo Carillo and Hal 
Leroy in the cast. Shuberts and 
Olsen and Johnson are steamed up 
for ‘Crazy House,’ which may force 
‘Hellzapoppin’ out of the Winter 
Garden. J. J. Shubert is slated to 
do another ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ and 
George White has a revue planned 
with his long-owned ‘Scandals’ 
title. 

Richard Rodgers and Larry Hart 
are working on a pair of musicals, 
one of which will be produced by 
Dwight Deere Wiman. 


Gertrude Macy and Stanley Gilkie 
are readying ‘Three To Get Ready,’ 
this to be their third musical try. 
There is to be a fresh ‘Pins and 
Needles,’ with another score by 
Harold J. Rome. Latter and Erskine 
Caldwell are fashioning a musical, 
producer not yet identified. 


The road will have better musical 
fare than during the past season. 
Those to tour include ‘Hold on to 
Your Hats’ (Al Jolson), ‘Boys and 
Girls Together’ (Ed Wynn), ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase’ (Victor Moore— 
William Gaxton), ‘Hellzapoppin’ also 
probably ‘Panama Hattie’ and ‘Pal 
Joey.’ Then, too, revues and musi- 
cals are reported to be definitely 
lanned for the army camps, some to 
e revived from other seasons, 





Band Bookings 








Dol Brissette, June 11, private 
party, Haverhill Country Club, 
Haverhill, Mass.; 12, Holy Cross 


alumni dance, Holy Cross College, 
Worcester, Mass.; 13, Dartmouth 
Commencement Ball, Hanover, N. H.; 
14, Cashman’s B., Fall River, Mass.; 
17, Watertown Arsenal party, River- 
view B., Neponset, Mass.; 18, Har- 
vard College, Dunster House, Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; 20, LaSalle Jr. College 
alumnae ball, Marlboro Country 
Club, Marlboro, Mass. 


Henry Busse, June 18, Colonial 
Gardens, Lake Manitou, Rochester, 
i. a - 

Bob Chester, July 17, month, Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York. 

Del Courtney, July 3, 2 weeks, 
Claridge hotel, Memphis; 20, Starved 
Rock Park, LaSalle, Ill.; 23, 2 weeks, 
Riviera, Lake Geneva, Wis. 

Al Donahue, June 20, Union Ave. 
Plunge, Bakersfield, Cal. 


Jimmy Dorsey, June 19, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 20, Con- 
vention Hall, Phila.; 21, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa. 
Sonny Dunham, June 21, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati. 


Ella Fitzgerald, June 15, Fair Park, 
Dallas; 16, Crusader’s Hall, Hot 
Springs, Ark.; 17, Palace Park, 
Shreveport, La.; 18, Cooper Club, 
Henderson, Tex.; 19, City Aud., Hous- 
ton; 20, Cotton Club, Port Arthur, 
Tex. 

Benny Goodman, June 20, Lake- 
side B., Dayton, O; June 26, Civic 
Aud., Laporte, Ind.; June 27, week, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit; July 4, 
Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.; 5, Beach 
Point Club, Mamaroneck, N. Y.; 6 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City; 10, Robin 
Hood Dell, Philadelphia; 12-13, Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City; 14, Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, New York City; July 24, Aud., 
28, Sherman hotel, Chicago. 


Gray Gordon, June 16 for six days, 
Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 

Erskine Hawkins, June 21-27, Sa- 
voy B., New York. 

Woody Herman, June 18, Sunset 
B,, Carrolltown, Pa.; 19, Pier B., 





| Buckeye Lake, O.; 20-26, Eastwood 


Gardens, Detroit. 

Earl Hines, June 24, Inn, Karmak, 
ll: 26, Legion Stadium, Pine Bluff, 
Ark.: 27, Aristocrat Club, Little Rock. 

Inkspots, June 15, Saunders Ware- 
house, Valdosta, Ga.; 16, Municipal 
Aud., Savannah, Ga.; 17, Palmetto 
Park, Augusta; 18, Central Ware- 
house, Kinston, N. C.; 
Roanoke, Va.; 20, City Armory, Dur- 
ham, N. C.; 21, Harrison Aud., 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Sammy Kaye, July 3, Riverside 
Park, Springfield, Mass.; 4-5, Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City; 6, Pleasure 
Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn.; 9, 
Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.; 10, Sun- 
set Park, Carrolltown, Pa.; 11, week, 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Ted Lewis, July 2, State theatre, 
Uniontown, Pa. 

Little Jack Little, June 15, Apple- 
ton, Wis.; 16-17, Sheyboygan theatre, 
Sheyboygan, Wis.; 18, Park, Chats- 
worth, Ill; 20, three weeks, Muehl- 
bach hotel, Kansas City. 

Teddy Powell, June 15, Manhattan 
Beach, New York. 

Jchnny Messner, July 10, week 
Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass.; 
20, week, Palisades Park, Fort Lee, 
N. J. 

Red Norvo, June 20, week, Jeffer- 
son Beach, Detroit; 27, week, Coney 
Island, Cincinnati. 

Tony Pastor, Albany theatre, Al- 
bany, Ga.; 16, Carolina theatre, 
Greenville, S. C.; 17, Carolina the- 
atre, Spartanburg, N. C.; 18, Aud., 
Asheville, N. C.; 19, Aud., Kingsport, 
Tenn.; 20, Aud., Asheville, N. C.; 21, 
Whittle Springs Park, Knoxville, 
Tenn, 

Tommy Reynolds, June 18, Aetna 
Aud., Hartford, Conn.; 21, Manlius 
School, Manilus, N. Y. 

Raymond Scott, June 13, Grey- 
stone B., Detroit; 14, Lakeside Park, 
Dayton, O.; 15, Meyers Lake Park, 
Canton; 16, Palais Royal B., Toronto; 
17, Summer Gardens, Kitchener, 
Ont. Can.; 19, Casino, Stratford, 
Ont.; 20, Burlington Beach, Hamil- 
ton Beach, Hamilton, Ont. 

Pinky Tomlin, June 31, State B., 
East Grand Forks, Minn. 

Ran Wilde, June 28, eight weeks, 
Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 





Legalize Sunday Hoofing 


Hartford, June 10. 

An old Blue Law prohibiting at- 
tendance at public dances on Sun- 
days has been repealed by the house 
of the General Assembly, Law car- 
ried a penalty of $4. 

Hereafter Sunday dances may be 
held after being approved by local 
option. , 








Hoagland Cracks $6,075, Basie, $3,214, 
On Weekenders; Morgan, Miller So-So 





to promoter. 


Set four-day and weekend mark. 


at 55c. 


watchers. 


June 2-3). 


Twins drew fine 1,024 at 77c. 


$1,375. 


Al Jahns (Riverview B., Neponset, Mass., June 6-7). 
and turned in good $1,540 two days from 1,325 Friday and 1,475 Saturday 


Russ Morgan (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., June 4). 
nered $880 at $1.10 and $1.35, which is only fair for this spot. 
closed Chermot B., Omaha, Sat. (7) with great 1,728 at 75c who paid $1,296. 

Claude Thornhill (Wentworth Institute Prom., Boston, June 5). 
hill drew 1,000 at $5 couple for $2,500. 
Conn., June 8, band’s gross amounted to $608 from 936 buyers at 65c, Fair. 
At Niagara U., Niagara, N. Y., June 6, Thornhill pulled 550 at $5 for 


(Estimates) 


Count Basie (Kimball’s Starlight B., Lynnfield, Mass., June 6). 
temperature at 42 Basie’s pull of 1,311 at 75c for about $984 was satisfying 
Jumping to Sparrow’s Beach, Annapolis, Md., Sunday (8) 
band played to 4,561 admissions at 50c for $2,230. 

Ben Bernie (Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., May 29, 31), 
in for two days and lured 1,472 at $2. 

Erskine Hawkins (Lincoln Colonnades, Washington, June 5), 
poor, drawing only 700 at 55¢ for approximately $385. 

Woody Herman (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 2-3). Manager 
Roy Gill satisfied with Herman’s draw of 800 and 1,300 on slow Monday. 
Tuesday for total gross of $1,417 at $1.35 couple. 

Everett Hoagland (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 4-7). On 
first date here Hoagland was big surprise with 1,200 Wednesday; 1,400 
rainy Thursday; 3,000 Friday and 3,400 Saturday for great gross of $6,075. 


With 


Bernie pulled 


Very 


Jahns known here 


Gene Krupa (Roton Point Park, Conn., June 8). First date out of N.Y.’s 
Pennsylvania hotel, band drew about 1,000 at 77c. 
Ted Lewis (Paramount theatre, Anderson, Ind., June 9). 
Monday theatre pulled 3,300 who paid $1,500 at 40c to hear Lewis. 
Guy Lombardo (Aud., Chattanooga, Tenn., June 6). 
packed house, 3,472 dancers, spectators jamming at $1.25 hoppers, 75c 


Fair early season biz. 
On usual slow 


Lombardo pulled 


Jimmie Lunceford (McElroy’s Spanish Gardens, Portland, Ore., May 31- 
At 99c Sat. and Sun. nights Lunceford crew drew $2,772 and 

next night (3) added another $930 from Colored dancers at less per stub. 
Rounded up $3,700 from 3,400 all told. At Trianon B., Seattle, band got 
$1,500 from 1,700 people at $2 men, 75c ladies, 

Abe Lyman (Yankee Lake Park, Youngstown, O., June 1). 
crowds of young season, 1,200 at 65c. 

Glenn Miller (Rendezvous B., Balboa, Calif., May 29). 
for fair $2,492 from same number dancers at $1. 

McFarland Twins (Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn., June 8). 


One of best 


Miller accounted 


Morgan gar- 
Morgan 


Thorn- 
At Lake Compounce, Bristol, 


Pinky Tomlin-Ralph Barlow (Peony Park, Omaha, Nebk., June 4). Above 





19, Aud.,| 


expected 1,500 people resulted from coupling for about $950 at 60c. Bar- 
low alone drew sock 2,750 at 50c for $1,375 at Peony Terrace, Omaha, Sat.- 
Sun (7-8). 








Bands at N.Y. Hotel B.O. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Severs Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).......... oe +275 300 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)........... — 2,450 15,500 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 8 1,150 10.650 
Gene Krupa...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 7 950 6,700 
Tommy Dorsey... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1).......csecceee 73 4,200 13,100 
Harry James...... Tineolm (50; TEG-B1) 5c... osseeveces 6 375 3,325 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............ oa 375 1,500 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draws. + 3 days. 


Com-Catching Record Possibilities 


Harry James ‘Trumpet Rhapsody’ (Two Sides) (Columbia 36160) 

An original collaborated on by James, ‘Rhapsody’ is outstanding as 
written and played. Much more melodic than the usual original, tune 
has a listenable theme. First side is almost all exhibition of clear bell 
trumpeting by James. It’s solid, but won’t be of much use to machines, 
Reverse, in dance tempo and under mutes, is much more adapted to com- 
mercial use—though it returns to the semi-symphonic groove of the first 
side near the finish. Tune was originally titled ‘Sonata Moderne,’ but 
was changed because that was considered too longhair. 

















Artie Shaw ‘What Is There To Say’—Prelude C Major’ (Victor 27432) 

More click sides from the list of standards Shaw is making. ‘Say’ 
shapes up strongly as a rhythmic cutting with click arranging and tasty 
soloing by the leader. Reverse jumps moderately and corrals a nod for 
the workmanlike way it’s put together and played. 





Gene Krupa ‘Let Me Off Uptown’—Flamingo’ (Okeh 6210) 
‘Uptown’ side is the best Krupa has made lately and it should sell. A 
hop piece played with rhythmic punch, the side benefits from a good 
Anita O’Day vocal, foiled by Roy Eldridge, who kicks the last half with 
a solid trumpet solo. Dislike for the melody of ‘Flamingo,’ voiced recently 
in several reviews, can be reversed. If the tune can improve, even under 


Krupa’s poor treatment, it must be okay. Howard Dulaney’s vocal is 
badly done. 





Alvino Rey ‘If It’s True’—‘Saturday Nite’ (Bluebird 11170) 

Rey’s ‘Nighty Night’ set the stage for ‘True.’ It’s done same way and is 
an equally capable tune. Yvonne King’s likable vocal style fits neatly 
into the idea of the melody. An original, the reverse is also well done. 
Set at easy tempo the piece gets good instrumental treatment. 





Raymond Scott ‘I Touched Star’—‘Do You Care’ (Columbia 36161) 

Scott’s blend of sax and muted trumpet on both sides is unpleasant to 
the ear and the remainder of the arrangements are ordinary. On top of 
that the first tune in a waste of time, no matter how many times played. 
‘Care’ is bit better. Clyde Burke vocals both. 





Sammy Kaye ‘Aurora’—What Word Is Sweeter’ (Victor 27433) 
One of umpteen sides on the first tune, Kaye’s cutting is very satisfy- 
ing at brisk tempo and under a simple arrangement. It will get machine 
play. Maury Cross, Three Kadets and chorus add saleability with the 


vocal, Backing is typical Kaye ballad work on a good new tune. Tommy 
Ryan handles neat lyric. 





McFarland Twins ‘For Whom Bell Tolls’-—Army of Friends’ (Okeh 6215) 

McFarland’s improving band did a saleable job on ‘Bell’ side. Tasteful 
arrangment and vocals by Jimmy Foster and Twin Choir make it a good 
machine bet. ‘She’s Got a Great Big Army of Friends’ would have had 
more friends had it been cut with less attempt at forcing its novelty 
angle. It’s nicely done until midway then falls apart with assorted and 
negative comedy, Grace Norton and full band spin the vocal. 





Dinah Shore ‘Mocking Bird Lament’—Where You Are’ (Bluebird 11164) 
Either side worthy. An unusual melody, first tune can easily pump new 
life into machine rep started by Miss Shore’s ‘Darling Daughter.’ It's 
enjoyable material beautifully interpreted. ‘Where,’ from film ‘Great Amer- 


ican Broadcast’ is a pushover for the singer. Background by Paul Wet- 
stein helps. 





John Kirby ‘I Love You Truly’—‘Cutting Campus Capers’ (Col. 36165) 

One of Kirby’s last records for Columbia. Also a departure from 35¢ 
Okeh sides. Neither is coin machine material, but clever nevertheless. 
First, ‘Standard, hits bell under a good arrangement and lively tempo, 
Coupling kicks along a rhythmie groove and adds points, 





Sam Donahue ‘Loafin’ on Lazy Day’—Saxaphone Sam’ (Bluebird 11169) 
; On one of his first Bluebird sides few weeks ago Donahue presented an 
interesting style—a wierd, plaintive, sax-heavy way of handling a ballad 
that hit home. On first side here he takes same type of tune and plays it 
in chopped-brass jump tempo with only snatches of that sax style. Would 
have been much better the other way. Frances Claire’s vocal seems 


a by the tempo. Reverse hops; a well played original sung by Ken 
eisel, 





Ray Noble ‘Wild Irish Rose’—Little Bit of Blarney’ (Col. 36162) 
Irish melodies are always welcome to machines and Noble does both 
these standards up in good arrangement packages. First is slow, with a 
good Larry Stewart vocal; reverse is lively and well played at fast tempo. 





Charlie Barnet ‘Consider Yourself Kissed’—‘John Ordinary’ (B-1165) 

Barnet’s is a good band, easily capable of becoming a machine name. 
But the material he records will never help him toward that level, 
Band is a potential strong record seller going to waste. There’s no com- 
plaint against these sides except that they mean nothing; ‘Consider, 


vocalled by Bob Carroll is best of pair, Revers . 
aptly titled. P verse is a well played original, 





Inkspots ‘Still Without Sweetheart’—‘So Sorry’ (Decca 3806) 
; First tune ought to be a seller for ‘Spots. It’s a likeable melody neatly 
interpreted by the quartet’s tenor with a rhythmic instead of usual talk 
fill-in midway. Reverse earns good reaction, too. Tenor works again, 





: Tony Pastor ‘Green Eyes’—Blues’ (Bluebird 11168) 
Pastor s solid-beat version of ‘Eyes’ won’t hurt Jimmy Dorsey’s cutting, 
but it will the others. Side captures all of the melody’s punch with a weil 
written arrangement and good Dorsey Anderson vocal. Leader’s early sax 


solo hits spot. ‘Blues My Naughty Sweetie Gives to Me’ brings up neat 
Eugenie Baird vocal. 
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Inside Stuff-Orchestras 


NBC apparently is figuring on cooking up a remote band sustainer to 
puck the script show that CBS airs each Saturday afternoon from Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. NBC asked for and got from 
Consolidated Radio Artists a sample script written around the Blue Barron 
band, now quartered, with NBC wires. at the Edison hotel, New York. 

Net has figured on allotting a full hour of broadcast time to Barron on 
either Saturday or Sunday afternoon. It would not use radio actors in 
various parts as does the CBS show. Sample script submitted to the net 
called for guest shots and short stories based on experiences of the men 
in Barron’s band. 

CBS’ show, titled ‘Matinee at Meadowbrook,’ uses m.c. Jackson Wheeler 
and Jone Allison in prominent parts. 








Leopold ‘Stoki The Hokey’ Stokowski, symphony music’s glamor boy, 
is considered the black sheep of the family by the London Branch of 
Stokowskis. His brother, known as plain Percy Stokes, a London barrister, 
and his wife are not particularly impressed. 

This bit of little known family gossip was revealed in an interview with 
Stoki’s daughter, Sonva Stokowski, who made her stage debut in Phila- 


delphia last Friday (6) playing the 


ingenue role in ‘George Washington 


Slept Here’ at the Bucks County Playhouse in New Hope, Pa. 





- Petrillo Calls Arnold a ‘Menace’ 
Action Sought on Theatre Employment 








Seattle, June 10. 
The opening session of the 46th 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Musicians put its okay 
on the holding by President James 


C. Petrillo of office in the Chicago 
local as well as the national body 
through the passage of a motion 
providing that the present could also 
hold office in a local. This action 
was taken after Petrillo asked to 
have the matter settled. 


There were addresses of welcome 
by the State’s Lieutenant-Governor 
Dance Band Leader Victor Myers, 
State Federation of Labor President 
James A. Taylor and Seattle Labor 
Council President Claude O'Reilly. 
Then Honorary President Joseph N. 
Weber (who was vice president of 
Seattle Local 76 in 1892) called on 
A.F.M. members to be ready to make 
sacrifices. to safeguard democracy 
and freedom at present. Said he: 
‘Individual interests must take sec- 
ond place to. the general welfare be- 
cause the war is not between na- 
tions but between ideologies and we 


must align ourselves on the side 
of Britain and democracy?’ Con- 
demning 


hinting at possible future action he 
said, ‘We have subversive elements 
in the A.F.M., and I can prove it 
when necessary.’ 

Thurman Arnold, assistant U. 
attorney general in charge of anti- 
trust action is a menace, and is in- 
tentionally and deliberately against 
the A.F.M. declared Petrillo in a 
fiery speech to the delegates. 
ferred to the actions of Arnold dur- 
ing A.F.M.’s jurisdictional 
with the American Guild of Musical 
artists. 


He said that Arnold used ‘unethical 
tactics,” having told a group 0oé 
broadcasters at one time that if they 
signed an agreement with the A.F.M. 
they would be indicted, and also 
that jurisdictional disputes had noth- 
ing to do with hours, wages or work- 
ing conditions, but were merely con- 
tests over which labor leaders would 
own the members. 

‘When I’m what Arnold has called 
me,’ said Petrillo, ‘throw me out in 
the alley, because that’s where I'll 
belong.’ 

Petrillo also stated that Arnold had 
had men investigating him in New 
York and Chicago, and that if these 
men had found nothing wrong in the 
months they were on the job that 
Arnold should announce it. 

After the roll call of delegates and 


the okaying of credentials, commit-| 


tees were appointed and the con- 
vention adjourned at 5 to reconvene 
at 9:30 Tuesday. 


Following resolutions will come up 
during the convention: 


RESOLUTION NO. 1 


In order that new locals being 
formed can know when other locals 
nearby were chartered—they are not 
allowed to intrude on the jurisdic- 
tion of a local previously chartered 
—Everett Henne of Local 224, asks 
that the date of charter of each unit 
be listed in the AFM list of locals. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 

Because gasoline and auto mainte- 
nance in Canada is about double that 
in the U. S., D. Swailes, of Local 190, 
has introduced a resolution asking 
that transportation charges via pri- 
vate auto in Canada be fixed at twice 
the amount in the U. S. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 


D. Swailes, of Local 190, asks that 
a traveling rep to cover Western 


Canada at least twice a year be 
named. 


RESOLUTION NO. 4 


Inasmuch as funds collected by 
locals for various purposes are in- 
creasing, Frank E. Leeder, of Local 
19, asks that forgery and indemnity 
insurance bonds on all money be 
placed and paid for by the locais, 
this to become one of the duties of 
the financial secretary treasurer, 


RESOLUTION NO. 5 


To prevent AFM members from 
being held out of high schools be- 
cause the latter are on the IATSE 
unfair list, Edward C. Vollmer, of 
Local 809, has introed a resolution 
asking that the International desig- 





He re-| 


dispute | 


nate that only the high school audi- 
torium and not the whole building 
jis on the Unfair List. IA _ battles 
|generally are over stagehands in 
| auditoriums, but have nothing to do 
| with gymnasiums and dance halls 
| where AFM members are usually 
| employed. 


RESOLUTION NO. 6 


Because employes and some AFM 
|!members don’t understand 


|eollect the 10% 


|} other six months, L; D. Noble, 


|ber to be in a Local’s jurisdiction 
and collect the surtax for one year 








why | 
subversive activities and' Transfer members, after remaining} Gurney and Arthur 


before being able to join that Local. | 


| RESOLUTION No. 7 

| Avoidance of the difficulty caused 
|by Locals electing to office school 
| and 


college students who go home| 


in the summer is sought by Claude | 


'E. Pickett and Sandy A. Dalziel, of 
| Local 75, by limiting Local officers 
| to bona fide residents of the terri- 
| tory 

| RESOLUTION 
| To 


No. 8 


stop traveling bands from 





Bandshows 


By Sidney Burton 








Buffalo, June 10. 

The too, too, insouciant maestro, 
with the deah Noel manner. 

The too obviously ‘regular guy’ 
maesiro. 

The mike-hugging maestro. 

The perfunctory claque for the 
opening theme-song. 

The somnambulistic 
at the keyboard. 

The gum-chéwing hide-beater. 

The ‘personality’ drummer with 
his own initialed drums. 

The opening day house-counting 
batoneer. 

The maestro with the ‘tell your 
friends to come on down’ curtain 
speech. 

The 
teuse, 

The society (cafe) chanteuse, with 
the droopy kerchief. 

The tricky titled ‘quartet’—of 3, 4, 
5 or 6 members. 

The ‘spontaneous comedy’ by the 
ensemble. 

The here-I-am-girls tenor. 

The here-I-am-boys soprano. 

The audience-participation stunts. 

The phoney ballroom dancers. 

The balky mikes. 

The ASCAP vs, BMI gags. 

The ASCAP vs. BMI. 

The gags. 


Petrillo Yields To 
High School Band 
For Navy Event 


Philadelphia, June 10. 
Two U. S. Senators, a governor 
and the president of the American 
Federation of Labor had to take a 


ivory-pusher 


wacky contortionist chan- 











hand in a situation which for a time 
threatened to disrupt the broadcast | 
of the launching of the USS. 
South Dakota last Saturday (7). The| 
Washington High School band of 
Sioux Falls, S. D. had traveled here 
to play at the christening ceremonies 
at the New York Shipbuilding Cor-} 
poration’s yards in Camden, N. J., 
across the river from here. 

NBC which was set to air the pro-| 
ceedings on a nationwide network 
received word from James C.! 
Petrillo, president of A.F.M. that 
broadcast of the high school band| 
was strictly verboten. | 

On Friday, Senators J: Chandler | 
J. Bulow of| 


in a Local for six months and then} South Dakota and Governor Harlan| 
| joining that local are required to | J. Bushfield of that State wired 
surcharge for an-/| Petrillo in Seattle, where he is at- 
of | tending the A.F.M. convention, urg-! 
Ss. Local 282, asks that the ruling be/| ing that he rescind his order. Petrillo) 
| changed to require a Transfer Mem- | was 


adamant, stating that if he 
granted an exception to the school 
band he would be placing the union 
in an untenable position as he had to 
refuse similar requests in the past. 

The South Dakota solons_ took 
their case to William Green, boss of} 
the A.F.L. Green telephoned Petrillo 
and persuaded him to lift the ban. 

Word of the exemption reached 
Thomas Mallon, Philadelphia A.F.L. 
director, and Romeo Cella, vice 


| president of Local 77, A.F.M. late 


|making gratis appearances on local | 
|radio stations not in the good graces | 


|of the AFM, Claude E. Pickett and 
Sandy A. Dalziel, of Local 75, ask 
that touring units be forced to ob- 
tain permission of the Local secre- 


|tary before accepting such appear- | 


ances. Penalty, $25 for each offense. 


| RESOLUTION No. 9 
Claude E. Pickett, Sandy A. Dal- 


ziel and Alonzo Leach, of Local 75, 
seek to pave the way to a better 
|world via music and have _ intro- | 


duced a resolution for formation of 
‘a great band, orchestra and chorus 
| which shall soften human hearts...’ 
| . 


RESOLUTION No. 10 

To prohibit competition to legiti- 
mate musicians from high school 
bands, Louis J. Koutnik, of Local 
423, asks that the AFM prepare 
model legislation to be sponsored by 


order to curb the amateur players 


performing in commercial public 
engagements. 
RESOLUTION NO. lil 


E. E. Pettingell, of Local 99, wants 
to force the employment of AFM 
members to produce any music in 
theatres outside of that on sound 
track synchronized with film. He 
wants to outlaw playing of records 
or non-synched sound tracks before 
and after shows and in intermis- 
sions. Any house which doesn't em- 





ploy AFM members to provide such 
music Pettingell wants placed on the 


locals -in their respective states in | 


| 
| 
| 


' 


j 





Friday night and they notified the 
band everything was okay. NBC had 
previously obtained clearance from 
ASCAP for ‘Anchors Aweigh’ which 
was played as the huge battleship 
slipped down the ways. 
Averts Showdown 

Petrillo’s about-face averted a 
showdown between the union and 
radio on the question of airing 
school bands on patriotic occasions. 
Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy, had 
given orders to his staff which was 
cutting transcriptions of the christen- 


ing, to cut in the playing of the 
school band and broadcast it later 
that afternoon. 
‘I defy the Musicians Union to call 
a strike at the studio on this ques- 
tion,’ Dr. Levy said at the time. 
‘I'm sure that the public would 


have been on our side in this ques-| 
tion.’ 
er 5 - 
‘lockout’ list and subject to boycott. | 
Also wants IATSE assistance in such 
an event. 
RESOLUTION NO. 12 

Standard initiation fees should be 
set following classification of each 
local according to population, E. G. 
Pease, of Local 609, states in a reso- 
lution he introduced. 


RESOLUTION NO. 13 

Would compel film producers own- 
ing theatres to employ musicians in 
those theatres. Introduced by Bert 
Lapetina, H. Rizzo and R. Caldwell, 
of Local 43. Should the producers 
fail to cooperate, they want it re- 
solved, the AFM ‘use its influence 
through the office of the Federal] 
Attorney General to break the 
stranglehold they have on the ah 
hibitors.’ 





Unless Madison Square Garden 


Gives Monte Proser Readjusted 
Terms, He May Fold Dance Carnival 





Unless Monte Proser gets a sharp] wagon Ball for Mrs. Howard Dietz’s 


readjustment of terms from Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., bringing his 
overhead down. proprotionately, he 
may have to fold his Dance Carnival. 
At $1,000 per day for maintenance, 
plus 15% of the over-all gross, the 
Garden is nicking the monster dance 
venture for nearly 50% of the take 
weekly, which precludes any possi- 
bility of the venture showing black 
ink, 

First week the Dance Carnival 
grossed around $30,000, out of which 
the Garden got a total of $11,500; the 
bands (Benny Goodman, $6,000; 
Charlie Barnet, $3,250; Larry Clin- 
ton, $3,250), drew a total of $12,500; 
there was a nut of nearly $12,000 for 
pre-opening advertising and exploi- 
tation, and over $2,000 for other ex- 
penses. This total of $38,000, added 
to a fixed sum of around $7,500 
weekly for amortization of the 
$100,000 cost of revamping the Gar- 
den, indicates that the venture’s loss 
the first week alone was over $15,000. 

This week, the second, the Garden 
over the three-day weekend was 
running around $2,500 behind the 
first. Only difference in the nut, 
however, is the reduction of adver- 
tising expenses to around $2,500 from 
the pre-opening first-week 
splurge in display space. 

Touring Plans 

Proser is scheduled to go before 
the Garden’s board of directors to- 
day (Wed.) or tomorrow and ask 
for new terms. His claim is that the 
Garden originally sent for him and 
that it’s up to the Garden to make 
readjustments that will give the ven- 
ture a chance. According to Proser 
and Milton Pickman, his g.m., the 
Dance Carnival has 20 weeks of six- 
day stands in arenas and audi- 


toriums tentatively booked, starting 
in the fall, but these would have to 


and 


go by the wayside if the Garden ven- | 


ture has to fold. Dance Carnival’s 
setup is such that it can be carted 
around piecemeal and set up any- 
where, 

Plus the reduction in rent and 
maintenance costs, Proser is also 
mulling the idea of cutting down to 
two bands instead of three following 
Ben Bernie’s date commencing this 
coming weekend. Barnet and Clin- 
ton stick for Bernie’s run. Latter’s 
booking at $3,000 alone will cut the 
nut another $3,000 from the present 
total band pay. 

Even the charity preview Band- 


| combined war charities cost Proser 
| $1,500 out of pocket, and a ‘Home 
| Legion’ tieup this past Sunday (8) 
| meant a 10% cut to the auspices, 
likewise a charity. 


Operators of ballrooms such as 
the Roseland and Arcadia, in the 
Times Square, New York, area, 
claim that the business done by 
Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival at 
Madison Square Garden has not 
hurt their take to any great extent. 
They admit privately that the Gar- 
den’s lure cut heavily into their nor- 
mal play the first few nights it was 
operating, but say that since then 
the shifted allegiance has returned. 

Garden’s pull apparently has not 
|disturbed the business done in the 
various N. Y. hotel rooms. All of 
them are holding up in number of 
cover charges tallied weekly. But 
the Garden didn’t figure to wean 
away much of the hotel trade, even 
the younger element. There’s a wide 
difference in the cost of a night at a 
hotel spot and the 66c admission at 
the Garden and those who can af- 
ford the former probably wouldn't 
go for the latter except for maybe 
one curious look. > 

Garden’s take of past Monday and 
Tuesday (9-10) nights was consider- 
ably hypoed by the buying of a spe- 
cial block of 6,000 tickets by Victor 
Records. Platter manufacturer dis- 
| tributed the ducats among record 
dealers in the metropolitan area, 
each dealer being allotted two. 


{ 


i 


LABS WORK ON 
ALUMINUM 
SUBS 


Research labs of RCA Manufa- 
| turing Co. and the Preston Recording 
Corp. have developed new formulas 
for the manufacture of recording 
_ blanks for various purposes, which, 
‘it is figured, will release a flock of 














‘aluminum for government defense 
needs. RCA’s contribution is a 
{paper-core platter which it claims 


| has all the qualities for reproduction 
| to be found in the aluminum base 
discs. 

Preston’s idea is a blank using 
'plate glass as a base. Claims per- 
|formance superior to accepted alumi- 
{num formula. 




















“VARIETY” says—‘“‘Here are the top tunes grabbing 








most nickles in 
juke boxes from 
coast to coast as 
reported by ma- 
jor coin machine 
distributors.” 
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15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 





(Week ending 


June 7, 1941) 


ES SRE PETE OEE haat tal aan ae . .Schuberth 
ED FOR, 6:5 66694 tas 28 eee ewes Oe re a ye eee Campbell 
Hut Sut Song...... : Cwaibetiealh RAler: Sa te reer a < Schumann 
a EE OE OE CLE oP Nr ore Trae e rT. BMI 
OD Or rae ee ee Pe eee tere ..+... Southern 
I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time..............+..+-- Broadway 
South of North Carolina....... Ee SAIS toec es SOFC 
Number 10 Lullaby Lane..... . Warren 
i er CRs c.sek eeeenes ss P.D. 
ND crac oc ce a Os auawe aX OE ee ee eee re Marks 
Sinloras (Las Veras Wighte’) «oo. occas ccccnsescsdonecces Paramount 
ig yc d cus¥ thie ds eons FAs © bs eaee Spemaas Melody Lane 
ET ot er is hie wane ea ee Willson 
ee ee ge ee Sere rer ere or Southern 
Berlin 


Pes SER DRO, 0 kinds es oe 00 a0 





*Filmusical. 








_—- —— 


On the 


Upbeat 





Ina Ray Hutton band has been 
signed to Okeh label for a straight 
year. 





Larry Neill, from Shep Fields, is | 


new vocalist with Joe Reichman’s 


outfit. 





Floyd Sullivan, ex-Art 
drummer, replaced Jules Mendelson 
with Johnny Long. 





Eddy Duchin band hops from 
Miami June 15 for its date at the 
Copacabana Casino, Rio de Janeiro. 





Clyde Knight switched from West 
View to Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burg, on Monday (9), replacing 
Jimmy Joy, with Jimmy Gamble 
succeeding Knight at former spot. 

Nelson Maples band opens June 28 
at new Pittsburgh spot, the Colonial, 
going there from Half Moon Club in 
Stuebenville, O. 








Stan Rucker foursome back 
Hotel Henry’s Silver Grill, Pitts- 
burgh, Billy Merle outfit moving out 
for summer run at Webster Hall’s 
outdoor garden. 

Johnny Kaaihue and his Royal 
Hawaiians into Hotel Roosevelt’s 
Lounge Cafe, Pittsburgh, for indefi- 
nite stay, replacing Don Bari band. 

Guy Eombardo band booked into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week 
beginning Friday (13) for its annual 
visit. 





Little Joe Hart orch into Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, for limited 
stay on heels of Bubbles Becker. 

Betty Jean, formerly vocalist with 
‘Red’ Dickens’ orchestra at Toledo, 
has joined Elmer Schalitz’ combo at 
the Oasis, Toledo. 





——__. 


Ed White, who has been playing | 


at the Willard Grill, Toledo, to 
Blackstone Hotel, Chicago. 


Gene Percival’s 10-piece orchestra | 
Luna | 


will be the house band at 
Pier, Mich., between Monroe, Mich.. 
and Toledo, O., during the summer 
season. 


-—_— 





Dick Rogers orchestra opened for | 


a week’s stay at the Centennial Ter- 
race, Sylvania, O., when the season 
opened. 

Bud Hanaway into Hotel Willard. 
Toledo. 

Jerry Wald at Yankee Lake, near 
Brookfield, O. 

Muggsy Spanier opened the sea- 
son at the Mansion, near 
town, O. 


Youngs- 


Mike Shelby’s Playmates, ex-Ma] 
Hallettites, opened at Mt. Pocono 
Grill, Mt. Pocono, Pa., with new vo 
calist, Mary Murphy. 





Henry Kresge’s orch, with Vincent 
Burke, new attraction at Club Fern- 
wood, Bushkill, Pa. 





Patricia Donnelly, ‘Miss America 
of 1939,’ now is singing with Lowry 
Clark’s orchestra at Westwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit. 





William Shine, formerly of Tommy 
Dorsey's orchestra, assigned to the 
105th Infantry Band at Fort Mc- 
Clellan, Ala. Joseph Rubel, com- 
poser and pianist of New York City, 
is another. 





Carl, Lorch band replaced Gray 
Gordon at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., 
Monday (9), stays four days, is re- 
placed Friday (13) by Mal Hallett, 





Jarrett | 


into | 


who in turn gives way to Les Brown 
June 20. Brown stays through the 
summer, 

Harry Harden band cut ‘Aurora’ 
two ways for Decca, making an Eng- 
lish and Spanish version. 








Del Courtney, currently at Stevens 
hotel, Chicago, until July 4, has been 
booked to return there in October. 

Milt Raskin replaced Bob Kitsis 
on piano with Gene Krupa. Latter 
was replaced at Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, Monday (9) by Bobby 
Byrne. 








Mike Reilly junked plans for full- 
size band to open at Sea Girt Inn, 
Sea Girt, N. J., for month last week. 
Though his contract calls for big 
outfit he’s using the eight pieces and 
singer he has been working with for 
months. 





Ruby Newman opens at the Casino, 
Magnolia, Mass., on June 14 for the 
| summer. 





Tommy Reynolds is now using six 
| brass since he added Albert Jenkins 
|on trombone. He made two replace- 
| ments: Bill Flaffey on lead trumpet 
|for Julio Tancredi, and Harry De- 
| Vito on trombone for Jack Keller. 





Newt Perry has made _ three 
| changes in his. band: Bob Shea is in 
|at piano and as arranger in place 
of Andy Waters, who joined Jerry 
| Wald: Vido Morgan on third sax 
for Fran Niles, to Worthy Hills; Ray 
|Morgan on bass for Tom 
|Perry has added a quartet to the 
| band, called the Newtones, consist- 





jing of Sheri Lang, Dave Rynne, | 
| Johnny Bond and Newt. 

Jimmy Horvath, alto sax from 
Benny Goodman’s. band, joined | 


| Woody Herman, replacing Ed Scalzi | 


| who went to Bob Chester. 


Bill Eichler left his alto sax post 


with the KDKA staff band for Ever- | 
ett Hoagland taking chair of Doug | 
An- | 


| Runyan, who returned to Los 
geles due to illness of his mother. 





Tony Gerace orch current in Al- 
hambra outside Buffalo, 
|Paul Tremaine. 
| * a 
Jimmy Hart band into River Boat 
room of Cataract House, Niagara 
| Falls, N. Y., for hot months. 
Jack Berney combo, new Buffalo 
| unit, 
ery near Buffalo. 





WBEN, Buffalo, house band, under | 


Bob Armstrong, goes next month into 


Beaver Island State Park Casino, 
Grand Island. George Sedola, from 
Harold Austin band, added at sec- 


ond trombone. 
‘Who’s Kissing Her Now’ 
Renewal Litigation Up 


| 


E. B. Marks Music Corp. filed suit | 
| Wednesday (4) in the N. Y. federal | 
court against Jerry Vogel Music Co., | 


| and Cora L. Harris, widow of Charles 
| K. Harris, music publisher, charging 
; infringement of copyright. Song in- 
i volved is ‘I Wonder Who's Kissing 
| Her Now,’ with plaintiff claiming re- 
i newal rights. 
| Song was 


written in February, 


1909, by Joseph E. Howard, Will 
|Hough and Frank Adams, with 
| Charles Harris publishing. In June, 


| 1933, Howard, author of the music, 
assigned the song to the plaintiff, 
/and in 1936 assigned the renewal 
| rights to Marks also. 

Defendants are accused of having 
published the song illegally since 
1936. An injunction, accounting of 
profits, and damages are asked. 





Scully. | 


following | 


opening Foit’s lake shore danc- | 














Heifetz 


| 
| 
| Continued from page 1 


his dictum that all solo instrumen- 
| ‘alists join the AFM. Several weeks 
| ago, when Arthur Judson was ar- 
ranging the Stadium and Bowl 
dates. Heifetz refused to obey the 
Petrillo. order, and it was waived 
for those two bookings. 

Violinist has said repeatedly that 
ne would never join the AFM under 
iny circumstances. 


Meanwhile the suit of Heifetz, the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
| 1nd some of its members against Pe- 
._rilo and the AFM was argued 
Thursday (5) in the Court of Ap- 
veals at Albany. Briefs had pre- 
viously been submitted by oppos- 
ing attorneys. Decision is expected 
in about three weeks. Other AGMA 
members party to the suit include 
Lawrence Tibbett. AGMA president, 
and Deems Taylor, Emanuel Feuer- 
mann, Kirsten Flagstad, Gladys 
Swarthout, Richard Crocks, Richard 
Bonelli, Frank Chapman, Zlatko 
Balokovic and Armand Tokatyan. 


Action is for an igjunction to re- 
strain Petrillo from barring from 
radio, films, records and the concert 
platform artists who refuse to join 
the AFM and resign from AGMA. 
Samuel] Seabury argued the case for 
Petrillo and Louis B. Boudine and 
Henry Jaffe for AGMA. 











Ray Herbeck succeeded Marvin 
Dale at Idora Park, Youngstown, O. 








Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 
fined to "WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, 
The compilation herewith covers the week beginning June 2 (Monday) 
and ending June 8 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m., and is based on daily 
recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting Service, which maintains 
its own listening posts. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
You're Dangerous—*Road to Zanzibar............... Le 
I Found a Million Dollar Baby—*Million Dollar BabyRemick .......... 13 
I Understand ..... ee Prey eT err ert err eer ahh waate a tae 12 
ae OE TO Gee bac c eden esseeseviaccs Spa dana kets re . 10 
Ck eB BN ee errr ee Pe Shapiro = 
Dolores—*Las Vegas Nights eee yt eee, ee Paramount ..... . 
BROOTONGRES occicverccne nahin daamaa saan tices ease cee Schuberth ....... 8 
a ee A ee OEE 055555 5.002 Rs cde abarases Secon BEES cencccocse & 
es Sh Se WUD. ob vb wb veka yess 6abeeeerebrbecs Witrnark ...ccccce 7 
ee Or ED 9565.56 6:0:4K) 604504 0 ab CREME WE RRS irk ba . | : oe. 
Hut Sut Song ..... SR er er ee oy ae ee ee Schumann ...... ae, 
et Ce. i sp chicchecee neat ehied te eeee een Musicana ....... » & 
Beau Night in Hotchkiss Corners................... Berlin ...%...... § 
re ere Rene Sen ee ary wet Peper ee ESS ae 5 
PE MOT. ch cee se te begw hes ss CONN S RO RESO Raw ees Southern. ...... — 
South of North Carolina APE SPRY eS Ber PRB * 6 viicsaeks a 
TE ID kc Aig vader cote bbnantceseeeececues DEO. Sto kee oe 
I’ll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time............ Broadway ...... s % 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss the Boys Goodbye....Famous ....... . 6 
Cait Te Be DEW OWE occ oc bce dcaseei seeder oes ory, | ar 
You Stepped Out of a Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl........Feist ........+.. <= 























to VARIETY. 


respective publishers.) 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 





































E intermezzo . 





{ Woody Herman.f Decca... 


- | Benny Goodman Columbia’ Schuberth 











2 My Sister and |... 


Decca... 


{ Jimmy Dorsey ‘ 
Columbia ‘*? BMI 


* }) Benny Goodman 








3 Daddy . . 


Sammy Kaye... | Victor... (1) Republic 








{ Alvino Rey..... Bluebird 


- ) Dick Jurgens... Okeh. .. . ‘1 Beacon 








5 Amapola . . 


- 


Jimmy Dorsey | Decca... (13) Marks 








6 Dolores 





(10) Paramount 


{| Bing Crosby....§ Decca.. 
* ) Tommy Dorsey Victor... 








| 7 Apple Blossom Time 


Aadrews Sisters | Decca. ..(5) Broadway 








| 8 | Understand. . . .. 
A 


Jimmy Dorsey...) Decc 
) a | cca~++ (11) Feist 


* ) King Sisters... Bluebird. 








| 9 Music Makers . . . 


, Harry James... § Columbia., yp 
d ; aa 
* | Andrews Sisters§ Decca... ‘/? *47amount 














10 Aurora . . 





{ Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
; (1) Robbins 


* | Andrews Sisters § Decca. . 

















G'bye Now..............64. { Vaughn Monroe...Bluebird ° -BMI 
Hut-Sut Song................. { Horace Heidt....Columbia ; : 
| King Sisters......Bluebird’ ‘Schumann 
BOO TPM sono bcnscciedescc « Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca ..Southern 
Maria Elena...... adeuani .. /Jimmy Dorsey...... Decca , 
} Tony Pastor...... Bluebird’ -Southern 
I ees { Woody Herman..... Decca. .Southern 
| Al Donahue..... »-»..Okeh ..PD 
| Everything Happens to Me. ... Tommy Dorsey.....Victor . . Embassy 
| Until Tomorrow............, - Sammy Kaye........Victor..Republic 
| Let’s Get Away from It All.,, ) Woody Hermaa. .....Decea 
| y | Tommy Dorsey...... Victor ‘ Embassy 
| Do I Worry?................. , /Inkspots ...... veooe Decca past 
| Tommy Dorsey......Victor*’ 
ies © {| Jimmy Dorsey... ..Decca a 
RE re ee ne err ) Vaughn Monro _Bluebira: :>Merks 





| 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity 
> y ; ‘ig 
demand on the coin machines.) 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


but growing in 


{ Horace Heidt....Columbia 
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Footnote to 


vr 


a Summons 





Songwriter, whose hit tune has 


been under a litigatory charge of 


infringement for over a year but received service of a summons and 
complaint only recently, was flabbergasted when the deputy marshall 
delivering the papers told her that in his opinion there were no valid 


grounds for the suit. 
The marshal said that it was his 


duty to serve her but that he had 


taken the time to examine the evidence in the case since there were 
copies of both the plaintiff’s and the defendant’s attached to the legal 
papers. The marshal explained that he was something of a musician 
and amateur songwriter himself and that he had taken the two manu- 


scripts home and played them on 


his piano and his conclusion was 


that they were nothing alike and the basis of the suit was the silliest 
thing he had encountered in a long time. 





— 








Canadian Share to ASCAP $107,612; 
BMI Cut in for $13,451 in Fees 





Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety will receive in 1941 the same 
amount of royalties from Canadian 
radio that it did in 1940, according to 
information received by ASCAP last 
week. The sum allocated the CPRS 
is $107,612, while Broadcast Music, 
Inc., was put down for $13,451. 

The CPRS is jointly operated by 
ASCAP and the British Performing 
Rights Society and the royalties col- 
lected in the Dominion is_ split 
equally between them. BMI’s bid 
trom Canadian radio for this year 
had been half of what ASCAP was 
collecting but the Canadian Copy- 
rights Appeal Board ruled that BMI’s 
petition for a greater share of roy- 
alties would have to be put off until 
next year. 





Canadian Decision 
Montreal, June 10. 

Canadian Petforming Rights So- 
ciety has lost its appeal to the 
Canadian copyright appeal board, 
asking for payment. by broadcasters 
of l4c per licensed receiving set in 
Canada for use of CPRS music. 

Broadcasters Mutuai Incorporated 
asked a one-cent rate as many 
Canadian stations turned to BMI 
music in connection with the ASCAP 
fight in the U. S., since CPRS music, 
offshoot of ASCAP, could not be 
broadcast on exchange programs to 
the United States. 

The decision gives CPRS eight 
cents and BMI one cent. The extra 
six cents asked by CPRS would have 
cost the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration alone an extra $60,000 a 
year. 


WISCONSIN EPISODE 


Wiley Young and ASCAP Lawyer 
Hess Continue Their Bout 








Milwaukee, June 10. 

Wiley Young, president of the Wis- 
consin Tavern Keepers’ association, 
was described at a court commis- 
sioner’s hearing here as ‘head of an 
organization that was out to bust up’ 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Accusation 
was made by Robert A. Hess, Wis- 
consin ASCAP counsel, who was un- 
der examination incidental to an ac- 
tion brought against Young for 
copyright infringement. 

Fred R Wright, the tavern man’s 
legal rep, sought unsuccessfully to 
have Hess reveal the details of 
ASCAP'’s financial operations in Wis- 
consin and Court Commissioner Mor- 
ris Stern certified the questions to 
Judge F. Ryan Duffy in Federal 
court, who will now determine just 
how much Hess can be required to 


tell about the society’s money mat- 
ters, 


Associated Sues WEVD 


The Associated Music Publishers, 
Inc., filed suit Wednesday (4) in the 
N. Y. federal court against Debs 
Memorial Radio Fund, Inc., and 
Henry Greenfield, general manager, 
Claiming unauthorized broadcasting 
of plaintiffs song. Defendant oper- 
ates WEVD, N. Y. 

Involved song is ‘Petite Suite Es- 
Pagnole,’ written in 1932 by a Span- 
lard, E. F. Arbos, and assigned to 
Plaintiff in 1934. An injunction, ac- 
counting of profits, and damages are 
asked. Date of the alleged unauthor- 
ized broadcast is not given. 











KRIGER SUES MACFADDEN 


Says Mag Used Copyrighted Lyrics 
Without Permission 








B. A. Kriger, composer, filed suit 
Wednesday (4) in the N.Y. federal 
court against Macfadden Publica- 
tions, Inc., charging the unauthorized 
use of a song called ‘It’s a Small 
World,’ in a magazine, Radio and 
Television Mirror. Publication by 
the defendant took place in April 
1940. 

Plaintiff's song was written in 1935 
by Roscoe Hillman, Bob Crosby, and 
himself. It was assigned to Famous 
Music for publication. An injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits, and dam- 
ages are asked against Macfadden 
Publications, which publishes the 
mag. 


Mutualites Await 
ASCAP Contracts; 


Sustamers Down 








Mutual affiliates are kidding about 
apparent dilatory organizational 


5 IRKS PUBS 





ASCAP PACT NO 
PLUG BONANZA 


Lack of Central Control in 
Operation of Mutual Net- 
work Means Plugs Have a 
Habit of Being Wiped Off 
Schedule at Last Minute 








TIME FOR REALISM 





With three weeks gone by since 
Mutual signatured its contract with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers the majority 
of professional managers have come 
to the conclusion that the alliance 
has proved of limited value for the 
purpose of making new songs. The 
plaint is largely a technical one. It 
has nothing to do, say the profes- 
sional men, with the lack of coopera- 
tion on the part of Mutual’s execu- 
tives but rather with the nature of 
the Mutual’s methods of band sched- 
uling. 

The average professional manager 
himself operates by and closely to a 
network’s schedule. After studying 
a network’s advance scheduling of 
programs he, or his men, contact the 
bands listed and try to get the lat- 
ter to spot his No. 1 or No. 2 plug 
song. The professional manager 
seeks to get such tunes spotted a 
week or two in advance, and once 
he gets an okay from the leader the 
plugger considers this plug as al- 
most a thing performed. He has 
paced himself for* so many plugs 
during the coming week and when 
that many okays have been ob- 
tained from leaders the professional 
manager figures that his chore for 
that pafticular week has been com- 
pleted and he proceeds to make plans 
for two or more weeks hence. 

Schedules Change 

Where the tieup with Mutual has 
been disappointing, say these pro- 
fessional men, is that things rarely 
work out according to schedule. A 
publishing firm may have had a 
score of plugs set with bands broad- 
casting over MBS but when the 
week’s count is taken it is lucky 





tempo of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
in connection with the preparation 
of printed contract forms covering 
local station usages. The contract 
between the Mutual 
ASCAP became effective May 19 but 
the individual MBS stations have 
yet to see anything that looks like a 
printed agreement. 

Meanwhile the MBS stations have 
been informed by the network that 
ASCAP has reduced the sustaining 


May 19. Under the old arrangement 
stations doing between $50,000 and 
$150,000 a year were required to pay 
on the basis of a monthly sum equal 





| not more than one and a half times 
| their 1940 sustaining fee. The new 
| plan for these stations calls for a 


| monthly sum equal to their highest | 


| half-hour rate or no more than the 
11940 rate. Stations doing $50,000 a 
|a year or less will pay a sustaining 
|fee of $1 a month, while stations 
grossing more than $150,000 will pay 
a monthly sum equal to their highest 


ij hourly rate but not more than one 
and a half times their 1940 sustain- 
ing fee. 


ASCAP in its recent discussions 
with NBC agreed to the revision for 
the $50,000-$150,000 stations and be- 
cause Mutual was the first to sign up 
the Society immediately passed on 
the proposed cut to that network’s 
stations. 





MAX HELFMAN BANKRUPT 


Max Helfman, musician, 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
N. Y. Federal court Monday (9), list- | 
ing $1,280 in assets and $2,315 in| 
liabilities. Only so-called theatrical 
creditors are a number of music 
magazines for advertising. 

During 1939 Helfman earned $2,000 





rate for local outlets, retroactive to | 
jSome cross-country mention. 


if it has garnered five of them. 


| Mutual’s schedules, the profession- 


al managers complain, are subject to 


|too many last minute changes. A 
Network and|band may have been scheduled for a 
half-hour, but for one reason or an- jj 


other it gets but 10 minutes over the 
network. Being cooperative in struc- 
ture, the network is inélined at the 
last minute to cede time for a pick- 
up from a distant point because the 
affiliate there also has wires to sell 
and wants his station and town to get 
This 
sudden pickup means the elimination 
of a plug slated 





to their highest hourly card rate or} 


filed a‘ 


cago territories where publishers are 
| able to get to their plug sources 
with new material and their sales 
talk. 


Another 


plaint of the ASCAP- 


affiliated professional men is that on | 


| Mutual there’s a limited amount of 
|dance music to be heard until after 


11:15 p.m, because the schedule is! 


i\taken up by either script or news 
| programs or with music whose num- 
bers are anything but of current re- 
lease. As for staff sustaining singers 
jon the network they either confine 
| themselves to standard tunes or to 
the classics. Added grief for the 
professional men comes from such 
Swing aggregations as Benny Good- 
man, Larry Clinton and Charlie 
Barnet, who while filling lots of time 
over Mutual from Monte Proser’s 
Madison Square Garden dancery, 
either play their own compositions or 
ASCAP tunes of back vintage. 

The professional men say that they 
realize that in airing 


for gloating among the anti-ASCAP 
bitterenders in the broadcasters’ 
camp but the pluggers figure that it 
is about time that the industry cease 
it brave-front pose and start facing 





and in 1940 he earned $2,996. 


” 


just as they are. 


ASCAP Piqued at New NBC Move: 
Web Tells Society It Must ‘Sell 
Its Service to Affiliates Direct 





Consummation of a_ licensing 
agreement between NBC and the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers has been put 
off by the network until ASCAP has 
worked out a proposition with the 
affiliated stations. A meeting on 
that subject is slated for today 
(Wednesday) in Washington be- 
tween the executive committee of 
the Independent Radio Network Af- 
filiates and John G. Paine, ASCAP 
general manager. The turn in events 
has caused much chagrin among 
ASCAP publishers and writers. They 
had been infozsmed from within 
their own organization that a deal 
with NBC was on the verge of being 
closed and to them it now looks as 
though NBC has merely tossed the 
ball to the affiliates. 


According to an NBC official there 
are but a few odds and ends for the 
network to clear up with ASCAP 
preliminary to calling the terms of 
a contract for network airing of 
ASCAP music acceptable, but that 
the actual closing of such an agree- 
ment would have to be predicated on 
what the affiliates wanted to do 
about an ASCAP contract covering 
local broadcasting. NBC, stated this 
official, had never been authorized 
by its affiliates to do any negoti- 
ating for them and that it was up to 
ASCAP to do its own negotiating. 
In any event, he added, NBC doesn’t 
intend to be caught in the middle of 
any situation between ASCAP and 
the affiliated stations. 


New Role for ASCAP 


The network has taken the posi- 
tion that it is up to ASCAP to ‘sell’ 
its music to the affiliates, all of 
which puts ASCAP for the first time 
in its history in the role of going 
after business instead of having it 
come to its door. In some ASCAP 
quarters the belief still prevails that 
it is the intent of the NBC-CBS and 
the affiliates to keep the negoti- 
ations dragging through June, July, 
August and possibly through Sep- 
tember so that they can save them- 
selves quite a sum of money during 
the quieter period of commercial 
broadcasting, Meantime network ad- 
vertisers have abandoned the idea of 
using musical programs for summer 
replacements and instead are turning 





with some band | 
coming out of the New York or Chi- | 


their dis- | 
appointment they are offering food | 


to either dramatic or novelty shows. 
Paine made his first contact with 





the affiliates last week when he 
called on Samuel Rosenbaum, WFIL 
operator and chairman of the IRNA 
executive committee in the latter’s 
Philadelphia home. After the two 
had gone over some figures that 
Paine had brought with him Rosen- 
baum suggested the Washington 
meeting. 





Gene Buck Optimistic 


Fort Worth, June 10. 

Negotiations between NBC and 
CBS officials and ASCAP will be 
successfully completed soon, Gene 
Buck, ASCAP president, predicted 
here Saturday (7) while watching 
the finish of the National Open Golf 
Tournament at Colonial Club. He 
said that a settlement satisfactory to 


both sides is near. 


While here Buck took a rap at too 
much sophistication on the American 
theatre program. He said that under 
the guise of realism some of the 
showmen are putting stuff on the 
stage that, in many instances, has 
dropped the bars of common decency, 

‘Old-fashioned?’ continued Buck, 
‘You bet I’m old-fashioned. I expect 
to keep on being that way. Smoke- 
house humor and borderline situa- 
tions have no place on the stage, nor 
in published form either. When peo- 
ple register a little more old-fash- 
ioned indignation about it the coun- 
try will be a lot better off. It’s not 
necessary to use double meaning 
jokes. The theatre would be a lot 
better off without them.’ 


ONE-YEAR LICENSES 
FOR FILM BOXES 


Warner Bros. publishing group 
has adopted a policy of confining all 
licenses issued for tunes used in 
film jukeboxes to a year. Starting 
date for such term is the date that 
the clips are made available to the 
coin machines, 

Warners looks on the jukebox sub- 
ject as something that’s still in the 
experimental stage and it prefers 
to circumscribe the licensing until 
it is determined whether the fee 
now obtainable is either too low or 
too high. 























SIX MORE 


| FOR WANT 





JOLLY 


RCA BLDG. 





facts realistically and calling them | 





| COWBOY SERENADE 


TWO HEARTS THAT 
PASS IN THE NIGHT 


YOURS (Quiereme Mucho) 


WHY CRY BABY? 
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ENGLISH PUBLISHING BIZ FALTERS ALONG 
HAMPERED BY GERMANS AND GRAFTERS 


Hits Down to 6,000 Copies 


parative Unknowns Among Air Orchestras Mulct 


Publishers for Fees—Jive Booms 
+ 





London, May 25. 

Music biz is at ,its lowest ebb. 
Hits, which even since the war, were 
selling from 20,000 to 25,000 per 
week, are barely touching the 6,000 
mark. Although the war has tilted 
most sheet music from 10c to double, 
it is making very little difference to 
the inteke, although six months ago 
the 20c numbers were bringing in a 
hefty revenue. 

There are two reasons for this de- 
cay. One is the drafting of the 19’s 
to 30’s into various forces, and (2) 
is the big decline in the dance music 
public, who were regular listeners to 
the big bands on the 10 o'clock 
broadcasts, due to the majority of 
these being either in shelters, or, if 
there is a lull in blitzing, going to 
bye, bye early, to make up for loss 
or anticipated loss of sleep. 

North of Englend listening public, 
from such spots as Liverpool, Man~- 
chester, Blackpool; and in the mid- 
lands, namely Birmingham, Coven- 
try, Leicester, some of them towns 
that have been heavily blitzed, have 
also helped to further decrease sales 
of sheet music. 

Music publishers generally are 
having « very unhappy time, apart 
from the very low state of sales, as 
the cold menace of grafting is still 
very rampant. Name bands, with 
very few exceptions, are forever de- 
manding anything from $8 to $20 
per number they air, which is a dead 
loss to publishers, inasmuch es the 
fees received from the British 
Broadcasting Corp. is rarely more 
than 30% of the amount mulcted by 
the grafting bands. Case in point is 
broadcasting to the Forces (and 
dance music is mostly radiated from 
this wave length), where charges by 
lecders are at least $8 per number, 
with publishers’ broadcasting fees 
from the BBC just over 25% of that 
amount. 

Band Leaders In Clover 

Band leaders, outside the draft, 
are in clover; even comparctive 
unknowns are strutting on air. 


Publishers are eagerly awaiting 
the time when they can trust one 
enother and dictate to the stick 
wielders that if they want songs 
they will have to play them without 
fee or reward. But this Utopia 
looks a long way off. 


Bands are not the only culprits 
causing calamitous conditions in the 
music trade. Name radio singles ere 
still very much participating in the 
racket, demanding anything from $20 
to $50 per number. (There are many 
exceptions, of course, including such 
names as Bea Lillie, Evelyn Laye, 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, Vere 
Lynn, Turner Layton, Bertha Will- 
mot, Hutch.) 

Music biz is in for a stormy pas- 
sage, especially those solely depend- 
ent on ‘pop’ numbers for their bread 
and butter. 

Odd thing about the music situa- 
tion is that the records trade is very 
virile, although on closer scrutiny it 
is not surprising, as there is no kick- 
beck that hurts every time a record 
is being played. 

Incidentally, there is a definite in- 
crease in the demand for ‘jive’ rec- 


ord, with Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw, | 


Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey 
Woody Herman predominating. 

Of the singers, Bing. Crosby is 
still king, with the Ink Spots vault- 
ing in favor. 


and 





Song Suit vs. Victor 


The Sacred & Spiritual Music Co., 
Inc., filed suit Friday (6) in N. Y. 
federal court against RCA Mfg. Co., 
Inc., and Bruno, N. Y., Inc., charging 
the recording company and its N. Y. 
distributing outlet with having made 
records of a song without permis- 
B10h., 

The song, ‘What Would You Give 
in Exchange,’ was written by F. J. 
Berry and J. H. Carr and assigned to 
the Trio Music Co. of Waco, Texas, 
which published it in a book en- 
titled ‘Triumphant Hosannas,’ which 
was assigned to the plaintiff. An in- 
junction, accounting and triple dam- 
ages are asked. 








a Week—Meantime Com- 





Top BBC Song Plugs 


London, May 25. 
‘Little Boy Who Never Told a 
Lie’ (FDH). 
‘I Didn’t Know What Time It 
Was’ (Chappell). 





‘It's Foolish But It’s Fun’ 
(Feldman). 

‘Johnny Pedler’ (FDH). 

‘Does She Love Me?’ (Cine- 
phonic). 

‘Down Every Street’ (Cine- 
phonic). 


‘Room 504’ (Chappell). 

‘Hawaiian War Chant’ (KP). 

‘The Moon Won't Talk’ (Cav- 
endish). 

‘Rockabye Bay’ (Irwin Dash). 

‘Thanks, Mr. Roosevelt’ (Feld- 
man). 

‘The First Lullaby’ (Maurice). 


Defer Nominating 
For New Members 
Of ASCAP Board 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers voted at a meeting 
Monday (9) to defer for a week or 
so the naming of nominating com- 
mittees in connection with the elec- 
tion of new board members. It was 
found that neither the publishers 
nor the writers on the board had 
met as a group to decide on candi- 
dates for their respective committee 
or to inquire of such candidates 
whether they would accept. Both 
factions want to avoid naming any 
one that is inclined to run for a place 
on the board. 


It will take about 15 days for the 
ballots to be sent out after the nomi- 
nating committees have been named, 
so that the actual election of the five 
writer and six publisher boardmen 
won’t take place until July. 











Adolph Deutsch cleffing the score 
for ‘Manpower’ at Warners. 


Music Notes 


George Stoll started final record- 
ing for the Marx Brothers picture, 
‘The Bargain Basement,’ at Metro. 





Bernie Grossman and Richard 
Hageman doing three songs for ‘I 
James Lewis,’ at Universal. 





Dmitri Tiomkin doing the score 
for ‘Forced Landing’ at Paremount. 





David Sneli writing the score for 
the new Tarzan picture at Metro. 





Howard Jackson completed music 
for ‘Bad Men of Missouri’ at War- 
ners. 





Jack Scholl and M. K. Jerome 
wound up songwriting job for ‘Min- 
strel Days’ at Warners. 





Bobby O’Brien and Ray Gilbert do- 
ing the music for the new Earl Car- 
roll nitery show. 





Johnny Mercer and Arthur 
Schwartz doing the music for ‘Two 
Steps to Heaven,’ at Warners. 





Herbert Stothart turned in the mu- 
sical score for ‘Bossoms in the Dust’ 
at Metero. 





Morris Stoloff turned in the mu- 
sical score for ‘Sweetheart of the 
Campus’ at Columbia. 





David Snell finished his musical 
chores on ‘The Big Store’ at Metro. 





Charlie Isaacson, of Berlin Music, 
legally changed his name to Charles 
Saxon. 





Milton Samuels installed as Chi- 
cago representative of Broadway 
Music. 





Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 
Heusen did the songs for David But- 
ler’s next Kay Kyser picture at RKO. 





Everett Carter and Milton Rosen 
wrote four songs for ‘The Masked 
Caballero’ at Universal. 





Victor Young doing the musical 
score for ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ at 
Paramount. 





Bronislau Kaper scoring the cur- 
rent ‘Dr. Kildare’ picture at Metro. 





David Snell assigned to the musical 
score on ‘Young Americans’ at Metro. 














End of ASCAP Nationally Seen 
By Nebraska's Attorney Gen’l 





Lincoln, Neb., June 10. 
Official opinion in Nebraska, so far 
as state itself is concerned, holds 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is no more. 
Attorney General Walter R. John- 
son expressed ‘extreme satisfaction’ 
about U. S. Supreme Court recent 
| decision sustaining validity of 
Nebraska and Florida laws curbing 
ASCAP activities, and said: 


‘This, I think, is the end of 
ASCAP, not here and in Florida 
alone, but nationally. That 
Supreme Court decision defi- 
nitely establishes that a copy- 
right holder has no more right to 
violate state statutes than any 
other citizen. It’s difficult to see 
how far reaching this thing can 
be. 

Asked if ruling meant publishers 
would have to print on each sheet of 
music prices for performance rights 
for home, ballroom and radio, the 
attorney general expressed opinion 
prices would have to be printed. 

Less sure, ballroom operators and 
musicians here are speculating what 
the ruling means to them. ‘I see no 
reason,’ one maestro said, ‘why this 
should affect the bands at all, since 
we always have been getting our 
tunes free for the plugging and the 
ASCAP break-up in Nebraska should 
have no bearing on that. The 





that sell a tune and they are not 
going to lose that exploitation.’ 
Ballrooms? 

Reon H. Pauley, manager of the 
Turnpike here, speaking for ball- 
room operators, said, ‘I think the de- 
cision is definitely the end of ASCAP 
in Nebraska, but I suppose the pub- 
lishers themselves now will collect 
the same arbitrary license fees for- 
merly imposed by ASCAP.’ 

Mitchell Ayres, here on a one 
nighter, said he felt ballroom opera- 
tors would be ones to take it on the 
chin despite the fact it was a dancery 
promoter who launched the anti- 
ASCAP move here. Ayres agreed 
with Pauley that publishers singly 
now would tax the operators. 

Authors of the Nebraska legisla- 
tion banning ASCAP from operating 
in this state on the theory it con- 
stituted an unlawful monopoly, Sena- 
or Frank Brady, now no longer a 
legislator, was unavailable for com- 
ment. He drafted the measure pro- 
hibiting forming of combinations 
among composers, authors and pub- 
lishers, at the request of a friend, a 
dance spot promoter irked with 
ASCAP methods. 

After bill’s passage in 1937, ASCAP 
attacked the measure almost im- 
mediately and obtained an injunction 
against State officials to prevent ban- 
ning the organization. Three- 
judge Federal court sitting here, 
found for ASCAP and declared 
Brady’s law involid. State then filed 





publishers realize that it’s the bands 


appeal to Supreme Court. 


~ NBC-CBS Plugs 5 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets (WEAF, WJZ and WABC) for the week beginning Saturday, May 31, 
and ending Friday, June 6, from opening to closing, was furnished intact 
by Broadcast Music, Inc. This data was not collected by listening posts but 
from logs provided BMI by the networks, 
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~ Inside Stuff—Music 


Warner Bros. is still cogitating on the position that it will take on the 
renewal rights of the late Ernie Ball’s works and in the meanwhile Harry 
Fox, as agent and trustee, is holding in escrow synchronization fees that 
he has collected on Ball’s tunes. When the renewals became due the 
composer’s widow signatured a contract with Jack Mills assigning to him 
the renewal rights of a number of the Ball songs which had originally 
been published by Witmark, a WB subsid. Warner claims that Ball's 
contract with Witmark entitled it to the renewal rights. Among the tunes 
involved are ‘Mother Machree,’ ‘Boy of Mine,’ ‘Garden of My Heart,’ ‘Till 


the Sands of the Desert Grow Cold,’ ‘To the End of the World’ and ‘To 
Have and to Hold.’ 








Sidelight on the trend of the music business outside the ASCAP camp 
is the drop taken by Broadcast Music, Inc., as a producer of hit tunes in 
recent weeks. In the tabulations pertaining to the week ending May 31, 
BMI had but one number, ‘My Sister and I,’ among the first 10 plug tunes 
on NBC-CBS and the first 10 best sellers. Only other BMI song on the 
best seller list is ‘Walkin’ By the River’ and that a bare 15th. In the same 
NBC-CBS compilation BMI is 12th with the latter tune and 14th with 
‘Wise Old Owl.’ BMI recently announced that it was so loaded up with 
manuscripts that it wasn’t accepting any more new ones. 





Morris ‘Rusty’ Davis is scripter and producer of ‘Musical Cavalcade’ 
which will be broadcast over Canadian Broadcasting Corp. network across 
the Dominion June 24. Using melodies of ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ it is intended 
to be a true representation of a music picture of Ziegfeld shows at turn 
of the century. Harry Link, prof. manager of Leo Feist, Inc., has 
gathered source material and songs of early Follies shows. Allan McIver 
is writing the musical phantasy band effects based on these melodies. 
Louis Bloom is co-operating with Davis who will be in charge of the 
whole production, 





As consideration for letting Henry M. Spitzer out of his contract, in 
order to join Buddy Morris’ music firms, the latter is permitting Spitzer 
to continue as an aide and in supervisory capacity for Abner Silver’s: Lin- 
coln Music Corp. When Silver divested himself of his Mayfair Music 
catalog to Morris, it gave the latter the idea of also taking over Spitzer 
as business head. Willie Horowitz, erstwhile partner with Silver in Lin- 
coln Music, also sold out his interest to Morris at the same time, but cone 
tinues under a one-year employment contract. 

Sheet music click of ‘The Things I Love,’ published by a couple of new- 
comers, Nicky Campbell and Solly Loft, represents another instance in 
which a prominent orchestra conductor has converted a public domain 
melody into a commercial popular tune. The composer of the melody of 
‘Things’ is Howard Barlow, CBS staff conductor. Previous hit number 
that came from a CBS-allied conductor, namely, Andre Kostelanetz, and 
likewise from the public domain, was ‘My Reverie’ (1938). 








New edition of ‘George Gershwin’s Song Book,’ containing 18 tunes, has 
been published by Simon & Schuster. Volume is unsual in that it re- 
produces the words and music of the composer's songs in their original 
form and then follows each with the special piano arrangement Gershwin 
made for the purpose of playing for his friends. 

Book originally was published in 1932. New edition has been edited 

and revised by Herman Wasserman, who was Gershwin’s piano teacher. 
; Unusual coincidence of three tunes built around the same lyrical theme 
is in the current plug numbers ‘We Go Well Together,’ ‘Essential to Me’ 
and ‘I Take To You.’ First was written by Arthur Kent and Sid Robin; 
second by Mort Greene and Fred Stryker, and last by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel. 

Gordon-Revel number is from ‘The Great American Broadcast’ and is 
published by Miller; Kent-Robin air is published by Regent and the Greene- 
Stryker effort by Southern. 





Titles of best sellers are finding favor with BMI songsmiths. Ernest 
Hemingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ is now a ditty written by Hugh 
MacKay and Charles Trotta; Jan Valtin’s ‘Out of the Night’ has been 
melodied by Henry Manners and Jimmy Shirl. and Dirk Van der Heide’s 


‘M, Sister and I,’ as cleffed by Hy Zaret, Joan Whitney and Alex Kramer, 
has reached hit proportions. 





BUDDY MORRIS TO L. A. 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris left for 


‘Nola’ Still in Courts 


Sam Fox was examined before 





the Coast Monday (9) to confer with 


Johnny Mercer about a picture writ- 
ing deal and also to look into the 
Coast representation of Mercer & 
Morris. 

He will return to New York next 
week, 





Roy Webb’s ‘Song of the Para- 
chute’ has been adopted as the 
marching song of U. S. Army Para- 
chute Corps. 





trial in N. Y. federal court last 
week in connection with a_ suit 
against him and Harry Fox, doing 
business as Sam Fox Publishing Co., 
by Nola Music Publishers, Inc. Suit 


|Claims infringement of the ‘trio’ of 


plaintiff's song ‘Banjo Dance,’ in the 
defendants’ ‘Nola’. 

Plaintiff's song was written by 
Felix Arndt in 1913 and published 
by Witmark, with plaintiff acquiring 
the copyright in 1939, the year of 
the alleged infringement. 
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NBC Artists Bureau Sale Still Indefinite: 
MCA as Well as Morris Interested 





Proposed sale of the NBC Artists 
Bervice, Inc., is still in the prelim- 
inary stage. Nobody has made an 
actual offer to buy and the only 
thing that has happened to date is 
that those interested have been fur- 
nished with figures, property lists 
and a general picture of the bureau’s 
operations. ”* 

This data is currently being stud- 
fed by J. C. Stein, of Music Corp. 
of America, who recently closed for 
the Columbia Artists Bureau, and by 
William Morris, Jr., of William 
Morris Agency. Also by George 
Engles, v.p. in charge of the NBC 
Artists Service, who had expressed 
some interest in taking over the con- 
certs end of the business. 

No price has as yet been placed 
on the bureau by NBC. The net- 
work is prepared, if necessary, to 
dispose of the affiliated corporation 
in various parts. The popular en- 
tertainment division, the concerts 
booking end and the Civic Concerts 
Service, all part of the operation, 
could be bought separately, if the 
prices are acceptable. 

Stein has expressed an interest in 
taking over the three divisions with 
a view of so rounding out his ac- 
tivities that he would be in prac- 
tically every field of entertainment. 
The popular division of the NBC 
setup would be merged by him with 
the artists acquired in the deal with 
CBS, while for the first time he 
would enter the concert field 
through NBC’s management list and 
the Civic Concert Service. William 
Morris alsq has evinced an interest 
in his discussions with NBC of ex- 
panding into the concert field. 


Albert Johnson’s Ice 


Show In Coin Snarl 
At Coney’s Luna Park 


‘Stars on Ice,’ the Albert Johnson 
production at Luna Park, Coney Is- 
land, is in financial difficulties, and 
latest reports are that park manage- 
ment itself may take over and oper- 
ate the rink revue. Up to yesterday 
(Tuesday), Johnson was still tryin; 
to arrange further financing to carry 
the show himself. 

Johnson, who staged the massive 
‘American Jubilee’ at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, ran into difficulties, 
including weather and his ice plant, 
. during the park’s opening week 
(starting May 29) and was able to 
give but two or three ‘preview’ per- 
formances. He wound up the first 
week unable to pay off the cast, 
owing the perormers, musicians and 
stagehands around $6,000, and an ad- 
ditional $3,000 to an extra large pro- 








duction staff of his own. It’s rumored | 


that Johnson last week had lined up 
additional coin, but the prospective 
backers shied away when Johnson 
insisted on retaining control. 

‘Stars on Ice’ has yet to have an 
official opening, with the 44c top re- 
vue first scheduled to get going May 
29, then last Wednesday (4) and 
now this coming Friday (13). 

It’s expected that the Luna Park 


management, if taking over, will not}! 


pay any coin except assume John- 
son’s obligations of $9,000. The Park 
is said to have already put plenty of 
coin into the venture via alterations 
of the building housing the show, 
that cost being estimated as ranging 
between $12,000 and $15,000. 

Johnson, in not having his show 
open, missed a terrific weekend just 
past at Luna Park, all the conces- 
sions and rides reputedly showing 
neat grosses. When not paid off at 
the end of the first week, the ice 
show’s cast, numbering 30 _ per- 
formers, took their case to the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Johnson asked the latter for time to 
make all claims good. 


TCE FOLLIES,’ $45,000, 
BIG IN 1ST S.F. WEEK 


San Francisco, June 10. 

Shipstad and Johnsons’ ‘Ice Follies 
of 1941’ played to 23,462 people in 
its first seven days here in the 3,000- 
seat Winterland, grossing estimated 
$45,000. This is 30% ahead of last 
year and 100% above two years ago 
for first week of date. 

‘Follies’ hopes to break a new 
record by playing to 2,000,000 people, 
having passed’ the 1,500,000 mark 
since starting the current tour last 
September, 











Capitol, Frisco, Into 
An Auto Parking Lot 


San Francisco, June 10. 

The Capitol, long home of Frisco 
burlesque, soon will be no more. 
Site has been purchased for a park- 
ing lot and the house will be 
demolished in July. This is the third 
old-line show house to succumb to 
the demand for parking space, the 
Orpheum and Columbia previously 
having been razed. 

Manager Eddie Skolak has three 
other houses under consideration and 
hopes to move his company into one 
of them without interruption. Sko- 
lak has been a burlesque operator 
here for 11 years. 


Mayor Terms 


Marcus Squawk 
‘A Damned Lie’ 


Springfield, Mass., June 10. 

‘It's simply a damned lie, and I 
hope you print that,’ Mayor Roger 
L. Putnam asserted when his atten- 
tion was called to statements of A. 
B. Marcus and Max Finn, E. M. 
Loew general manager, that the 
Marcus show which played at the 
Court Square theatre here was the 
victim of politics. 

Mrs. Beatrice A. Marcus, wife of 
Mr. Marcus, was arrested May 14 
on a charge of managing an inde- 
cent show, and later was acquitted. 
Bernice T. Tassin, dancer m the unit 
billed as Hacha San, was found 
guilty of paxficipating in an inde- 
cent show and her case was con- 
tinued from day to day. 

In a letter to Variety published 
June 4 Marcus asserted ‘Our show 
was definitely made a scapegoat in 
a local political feud... .’ 

Marcus also quoted a letter from 
Finn which said, in part, ‘Due to 
the fact that we had some difficul- 
ties with the authorities in the 
mayor’s office prior to the Marcus 
show, this show was used as a scape- 
goat when it played Springfield.’ 
Finn apparently referred to opposi- 
tion to the showing of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ by Mayor Putnam, and strict 
censorship of the play when it ran 
three days at Court Square. 

Mayor Putnam asserted ‘There 
isn’t any local political row,’ and 














cited the court verdict of guilty in 
the case of the dancer as sufficient 
indication that the arrest was en- 
|tirely proper. 

‘We are anxious to have all the 
theatres here put on decent and 
| respectable entertainment and make 
|money,’ Mayor Putnam continued. 
|In the Mareus case there was ‘no 
question of politics,’ he asserted. ‘No 
}one took any orders from me,’ he 
|said. ‘I merely heard about it aft- 
|erward and commended them for 
lit? 





LORRAINE-ROGNAN SET 
BY PAR FOR 2 FILM 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 
Lorraine and Rognan, comedy 
dancers. inked Par screen contract 
here last week while playing week’s 
engagement at Stanley theatre. It’s 
a two-picture-a-year deal with op- 








tions. Team will report at studio 
early next month after they play 
| Chicago theatre beginning Friday | 


(13) and three weeks of Texas time. 
They were represented by Mark 
Leddy. 

Although Lorraine and Rognan 
had been signed by Shuberts for 
‘Crazy Show’ following their click at 
Paramount, N. Y., last winter, that 
pact was binding only in event that 
show was produced in the spring. 

It’s since been postponed until 
fall, which left couple free to ne- 
gotiate with Par. 


Multiple Ben Yost 





way opposition on Broadway 


theatres and two night clubs, 
Choral director has his 


the Diamond Horseshoe and 





roof, 


Fenton Farms Bows 
June 27 with Bergere 


Ross Fenton Farms, North Asbury 
Park, N. J., opens its 35th season 
June 27 with Maximillian Bergere’s 
orch, plus name acts over the week- 
ends. 

Spot was originally opened by 
Charley Ross and Mabel Fenton, 
vaude team, in 1906. It’s presently 
managed by Al Thoma, Newark, 
N.J., restaurateur. 


UNIONS WIN OUT 
INN. Y. HOTEL 
DISPUTE 


Dispute between the New Yorker 
hotel, New York, and the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, backed by local 802. of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, wound up as a victory for the 
unions. New /Yorker’s’ Terrace 
Room resumed full-time operation 
last night (Tuesday) with Johnny 
Long’s orchestra and the Copaca- 
bana Revue, with an IATSE man op- 
erating the room’s spotlight. 

Since April 11 the New Yorker 
has opened the Terrace Room for 
dinner only; because it refused to 
replace its own Hotel Trades Coun- 
cil spotlight operator with an IATSE 
man. Local 802 backed IATSE by 
keeping name bands, used in con- 
junction with floor shows, out of the 
spot. It allowed the use of a small 
dinner music combo, however, be- 
cause under that setup no spotlight 
operation was required. 

William Morris office, Music Corp. 
of America and the General Amus. 
Corp. (Tommy Rockwell) all col- 
laborated in the booking of the 
Copacabana Revue, an offshoot of 
Monte Proser’s N. Y. nitery. Copa 
show is virtually the same as played 
the Ritz Carlton, Boston, recently, 
with Proser getting billing as he did 
at the Hub hotel. 

Sonny Werblin of MCA suggested 
the Copa show to the New Yorker; 
GAC books the New Yorker, so that 
put those two offices in the position 
of splitting commission; Morris 
office, which had been booking the 
Cepa unit outside of Proser’s own 
nitery, waived its commission, but 











Ben Yost is giving himself four-!and_ professional 
this | come its lack of story. 
week, with singing groups in two! of the tunes by Colin MacDonald and 


has three important acts in the 
show, Victoria Cordova, Fernando 
| Alvarez and Andre Villon, Others 


|in the cast are the Samba Sirens 
| (6), Rosita Rios, Estelle and Le Roy. 
|Unit is costing the New Yorker 
|around $1,750, which includes a fee 
to Proser. 





By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, June 10. 
First army show of what may be 
'a long succession of them pitched in 
Hollywood Bowl! for two perform- 
ances Friday and Saturday (6-7). 
|Smartly produced and effectively 
| performed, ‘The Wizard of Ord’ 


ional stand- 





|measured up to profess 

lards. Trainees from the camp hard 
by Monterey, Cal., numbering some 
200, drilled, sang and humorously 
cavorted to the approbation of only 
a meagre 3,500 on the first night. 


They deserved a better break from 
| the civilian payees. At $1.50 top (for 
| boxes) it’s a good buy, but for some 
reason or other entertainment of all 
calibre sems to be going begging. 

| As the title would suggest, the 
|camp three-actor is a takeoff of the 


old Montgomery and Stone stage 
musical, ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ Pro- 


| grammed are the Tin Man, Cowardly 
|'Lion and Scarecrow, 
| patriotic purposes to be three hoboes, 
eager for rehabilitation by the Army. 
That’s the thin plot-thread, but the 
piece has original music, good voices 
touches to over- 
Surely some 


| Carl Arnold will find their way into 


Varsity | the catalogs of Broadcast Music or 
Eight at the Paramount, the Vikings; American Society of Composers, Au- 
at the Roxy, a Ben Yost Quartet at! thors & Publishers. ‘Twilight Rhap- 
the| sody,’ ‘Life Is What You Make It,’ 
Melody Men at the Waldorf-Astoria| ‘Everybody Rates a Rainbow’ and 


lone or two others were especially 


revised for | 


Eastern Army Revue, While No Yip’, 
Appears Answer to Soldier Shows 





Morgan Vice Gourfain 
, As N.Y. Strand Stager 


Leo Morgan, who has been on 
the road with various bands, han- 
dling their staging, lighting, etc., 
succeeds Harry Gourfain as stager 
of the pitband shows at the Strand, 
N. Y., when latter steps out in July. 
Morgan was with Gourfain at the 
Metropolitan, Boston. 

Gourfain will leave after he has 
put on the Guy Lombardo show, 
opening June 20. 


Det. Bowery Hit 


By Charge Of 
Booze Hustling 











Detroit, June 10. 

The Bowery, Hamtramck’s vast 
nitery which became a_ national 
phenomenon with its lush floor 
shows, expanding ‘seating capacity’ 
and flourishing biz, finally came a 
cropper with the law. 

Charges that it was ‘obviously a 
common practice’ to serve drinks 
after hours, and to introduce cus- 
tomers to girls to induce the patrons 
to buy more drinks, were made by 
Leon Kimm, a special investigator 
for the State Police. 

Case was heard by Theron Atwood, 
no less than an assistant Attorney 
General, who found the Bowery 
guilty on both counts and gave 
Frank Barbaro, the proprietor, a 
choice of paying a $250 fine or hav- 
ing a 30-day suspension of license. 
That was easy for the well-heeled 
Barbaro, who peeled off the fine. 

His only explanation was: ‘It must 
have all happened while I was in 
my office.’ 





BOOK BEATRICE KAY 
Jamestown, N. Y., June 10. 
Beatrice Kay will go into revue at 
Celoron Park, outside Jamestown, 
June 24 for a week. 
Her fourth date in these parts in 
recent months, others being at Wil- 
liamsville Glen, outside Buffalo. 





‘Ist Coast Camp Show Highlighted By 
Tuneful Score; Wizard Well Produced 


well received and were brought back 


for encores. Show has 17 numbers 
in all, most of them with a military 


flavor, and preponderantly from the | 


pens of MacDonald and Arnold. 
Former wrote the tunes for Sonja 
Henie’s ice show and Arnold, in ci- 
vilian life, was a little known song- 
writer and highschoo] music teacher. 

Outstanding in the cast is Paul 
Roberts, a personable young actor, 
who uncorks a nice tenor voice. He 
handles most of the songs and will 
be responsible for what early suc- 
cess they achieve. Three hoboes are 
essayed by Alan Buckland, Daniel 
McCormick and Wallace Woolsten- 
croft. ‘The Wizard’ is played by 


Paul Jones for satirical effect. 

A-capella male chorus of some 50 
|voices gives effective blending on 
the accompaniments to the vocalists 
jand handles the solos with a high 
melodic polish. The marching songs 
|are stirring and briskly tempoed. 
Two production numbers were 
| wildly cheered by the sitters; taps 
|played from high on a hilltop over- 
| looking the Bowl] in the glare of a 
jspotlight as the topper to a group 
of campfire songs, and the charge of 
| mechanized units down the aisles of 
|the amphitheatre with the ring of 
|their guns. Latter finaled the two- 
| hour show, with the entire personnel 
|}massed on stage for rendition of 
‘Seventh Division, Let’s Go.’ 

The men of Ord can be proud of 
their first show. It laid a good pat- 
tern for others to stencil. 





vv 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Red Bank, N. J., June 10. 

One of two big U.S. Army shows 
to make their debuts during the past 
week, the first on the Coast, the 
other in the east, both of which 
are bound to have dozens of more 
or less ambitious carbons in camps 
all over the country, opened a 
five-night stand here last evening 
(Monday). Written and directed 
by draftees plucked from Holly- 
wood for service in the Training 
Film Production Laboratory at near- 
by Fort Monmouth, Signal Corps 
Headquarters, ‘Bottlenecks of 1941,” 
got a tremendous response from the 
600 civilians, officers and privates 
who packed the Red Bank Elks Hall. 

[Details of Coast revue in adjoine 
ing columns.] 

Although a sock recruit show, as 
sophisticated as any Manhattan mu- 
sical despite the preponderance of 
military humor, it’s not another ‘Yip, 
Yip, Yaphank’ in its present form. 
That soldier show of 1918, produced 
at Camp Upton, L. L, with rookie 
Irving Berlin providing the music, 
was such a smash it followed its 
on-the-spot run with a two-week 
session on Broadway. Some show- 
men hoped to see in ‘Bottlenecks’ a 
possible successor to ‘Yaphank,’ but 
it will take more polishing to ful- 
fill that promise. 

Its heavyweight qualities are in 
the humor, which, after all, is 90% 
of any army show. Lack of andrv- 
ing Berlin in the musical depart- 
ment is too apparent, however, al- 
though some of the vocal talent 
makes it pretty difficult to guess 
whether a tune is good or bad, or 
whether there is any tune at all. 

Phenomenon of the entire pre- 
sentation appears to be the tremen- 
dous kick the soldier spectators got 
from the show as compared with 
response they and their buddies at 
other camps have given visiting 
professi ' entertainment. 

How to Peel a Spud 

Nifty oi the evening is an eight- 
minute film, ‘Care and Peeling of the 
87 MM. Potato,’ made in accurate 
mimicry of the dead-pan. training 
pix produced by the Monmouth unit 
and some of which are now being 
turned out for the Army by Holly- 
wood studios. Chunky Barney Wea- 
dock is the demonstrator. 

Pic was scripted by Robert 
Churchill and Franklin Coen and 
lensed by them with the aid of Ber- 
nard Rubin, former cameraman on 
commercial films and now a civilian 
employee of the Army. Coen, be- 
fore the draft got him, was a writer 
at Columbia Pictures. 

Coen also wrote some other ma- 
terial for ‘Bottlenecks’ and assisted 
Edmund North in direction and pro- 
duction. North, the spark plug be- 
hind the revue, was an assistant to 
Samuel Goldwyn for a year and has 
scripting credits on a number of 
films. He is the son of Robert North, 
Rep producer. Others aiding him in 
writing and production were William 
Bloom, formerly of Col’s New York 
story department, and Sol Shor, who 
| did the ‘Fu Manchu’ serial for Rep. 
| Churchill, ex-lenser and writer on 
| documentaries, was the thespic sock- 
eroo of the show in a series of ‘lec- 
tures,’ which he also wrote. 

Plenty S. A. 
Show tees off in the ‘Hellzapoppin’ 





| manner, completely haphazard and 
partially off stage, which turns a 
nice trick for setting the mood, 
|'There’s plenty of s.a. too, with a 
half-dozen local gals taking part. 
Heaviest femme bit is handled by 


Nan Iverson, a blonde Powers model. 
Skits are interspersed by a scantily- 
clad femme marching across the stage 
| with signs, such as ‘The Navy Needs 
Men.’ Topper is a recruit in dunga- 
(Continued on page 38) 


N.Y. COPA STAFF SHIFTS 
TO SPA’S PIPING ROCK 


Monte Proser calls it a season at 
his Copacabana, New York nitery, 
this week and the entire staff shifts 
ito Piping Rock, Saratoga, for the 
August racing session. Proser and 
Julie Podell, his partner in the Copa, 
will be associated in the Saratoga 
venture. Meantime, the class Copa- 
|eabana established some sort of a 
precedent by being one of the few 
|new cafes to get off the nut within 
| the first season. 
| Proser’s Beachcomber becomes the 
| Zombie July 1, as part of a court 
settlement to circumvent infringing 
on the Don the Beachcomber spot 
in Hollywood. 
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2d Army Camp Unit Teeing Of, 
But Red Tape Holding Up Bookings 





Second unit of the mobile vaude 
show playing army camps geis un- 
der way tomorrow (Thursday) night 
at Fort Hancock, Sandy Hook, N. J., 
while five other trucks now avail- 
able in Detrcit to transport the 
medicine shows are being kept from 
starting by army red tape in arrang- 
ing bookings. Unit A of the on-the- 
hoof entertainment teed off Mon- 
day (9) night at Fort Bragg, Fay- 
etteville, N. C., with Ken Nichols as 
director of the company. 

Allan Jones, through arrangement 
with Paramount, flew in from the 
Coast to provide the ‘name’ with the 
initial unit at Fort Bragg. Other 
performers in the show, who, unlike 
Jones, will get paid, are Lou Parker, 
Colette Lyons, Yola Galli, Margo 
Sisters, Ginger Harmon and Stephen 
Richards, pianist. Top name hasn't 
been set yet for the second troupe, 
but other performers will be Milton 
Douglas, Lucille Johnson, Patricia 
King, George Prentice’s Marionettes 
and Ginger Manners. 

What’s holding the other five 
trucks in the garages of General 
Motors, which is lending the trans- 
portation, is the uncertainty of book- 
ings. Morale officers of each can- 
tonment, after consulting with the 
commanding officer of each post, 
must put in a request for a booking. 
These requests clear through each 
corps area’s morale Office. With 
tréops now going out on maneuvers 
and subject to other activity, it is 
difficult to set dates. 

All the camps want the shows, but 
it is difficult for them to say with 
any certainty very far in advance 
when a date would be convenient. 
As a result, tours are set then more 
dates come in and the whole process 
has to be repeated to rearrange the 
earlier dates. Unit A, for instance, 
started out to play about a dozen 
camps and will wind up hitting about 
25, necessitating considerable re- 
shuffling or routes and dates. 

4 Days at Ft. Bragg 

Most of the camps will be played 
for one night only, although Fort 
Bragg, largest post in the country, 
with 54,000 men, will see the unit 
for four days. Two performances 
an evening will be given in every 
case, Shows, being arranged by the 
Citizens Committee for the Army 
& Navy, Inc., hope to play to ap- 
proximately 75-80% of each post's 
personnel. 

Tour of Unit A through the south 
has a potential audience of 400,000 
men. After Fort Bragg, it goes to 
Camp Davis, Wilmington, N. C.; 
Paris Island Naval Base, N. C.; Fort 
Jackson, Columbia, S. C. (two 
nights); Camp Croft, Spartanburg, 
S. C.; Augusta Arsenal, Augusta, 
Ga.; Savannah air base, Savannah, 
Ga.; Camp Stewart, Savannah, Ga.; 
Camp Blanding, Stack, Fla. (two 
nights); Orlando Air Base, Orlando, 
Fla.; MacDill Field, Tampa, Fla.; 
Camp Wheeler, Macon, Ga.; Fort 
Oglethorpe, Ga.; Camp Forrest, Tul- 
lahoma, Tenn.; Fort McClellan, An- 
niston, Ala.; Fort Benning, Colum- 
bus, Ga. (two nights); Maxwell and 
Gunther Fields, Montgomery, Ala.; 





Selma Air Base, Fla.; Pensacola 
Naval Air Station, Fla.; Camp Shel- 
by, Hattiesburg, Miss (two nights); 
Camp Livingston, Alexandria, La.; 
Camp Beauregard, Alexandria, La.; 
Camp Claiborne, Alexandria, La., 
and Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La. 
Second unit .goes from Fort Han- 
cock to Fort Monmouth, N. J., on 
Friday (13) night, then Camp Up- 
ton, L. 1, Plattsburg, N. Y.; Pine 
Camp, N. Y. (two nights); Fort On- 
tario, N. Y., and Fort Niagara, N. Y. 
Further bookings are expected. 
Delmar’s Setup 


Harry Delmar is setting and 
booking the units, which remain ex- 
perimental. Vinton Freed:ey is head 
of the entertainment division of 
the C. C. Citizens Committee. Latter 
will provide transportation to the 
opening point and guarantee return 
of all acts to New York. Under the 
agreement with the Army camps, the 
subsequent routing, number of per- 
formances in any single cantonment, 
etc., are to be determined by officers. 
A detail of two officers and eight 
privates will escort theatrical troupes 
to the next camp. 

Actors are to be quartered in the 
officers’ mess, actresses in the camp 
nurses’ headquarters. It is ex- 
pected that actresses will predom- 
inate, femininity being what soldiers 
want to see. A comedian-m.c. will 
accompany each unit, which will be 
set up like a vaudeville show. It is 
hoped to fly stars into camps for in- 
dividual performances as they are 
available. The units proper will be 
standard turns. 

It is the hope of vaudeville-lovers 
that by exposing hundreds of thou- 
sands of young draftees to variety 
acts a stimulus to stage entertain- 
ment may result in the future. Idea 
is that a whole generation of young 
men are unfamiliar with vaudeville. 

It will be part of the job of each 
unit director to recruit stagehands, 
electricians and ushers, etc., from 
among the soldiers themselves. 


ROGERS CORNER, N.Y., 
FILES REORG MOVE 


Rogers Corner, operators of a 
restaurant and cabaret at 50th st. 
and 8th avenue, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition for reorganization in 
N. Y. federal court Thursday (5) 
listing liabilities of $123,533 and 
assets of $204,553. A plan of re- 
organization accompanying the peti- 
tion offers to pay unsecured credi- 
tors 100% in ‘full. 

Assets include $191,984 in the 
plant, equipment and fixtures, and 
$160 in cash. Liabilities include 
$7,534 in taxes, $50 to the Muzak 
Corp., and $57,534 to Joseph Rogers, 
president. Rent now being paid is 
$30,000 yearly on a 10-year lease end- 
ing in 1950, at which time the rent 
will be $40,000 a year. Wages owed 
to employees total $2,500. 

Eatery is on the site of the former 
Jack Dempsey restaurant. 
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rees crossing with a placard: ‘I use 
G. I. (Government Issue) soap. Do 
you?’ 

Monmouth is the Army’s pigeon 
training center, and a skit labeled 
‘Squabs Right’ by North is a pip. 
Churchill and Jerry Thomas—a mem- 
ber of the famed Thomashefsky fam- 
ily, but never on a stage before— 
lare neat as a couple of ‘pigeoneers’ 
who suffer because a bird fails to 
return with the order which would 
stop the Army from swimming the 
Hudson. 

Romantic vocalizing is handled by 
Douglas Kennedy, who, as Keith 
Douglas, was a Warner Bros, player. 

Music was cleffed by Private Fred 
Bornet, French songwriter. M.c. is 
Marshall Hazeltine, formerly an Eng- 
lish announcer on a French radio 
station. Others in the cast include 
Robert Richardson, former radio soap 
opera player, and Ellis Marcus, an 
ex-Broadwayite. Alexander Linton, 
who was ‘The Great Linton’ with 
Barnum & Bailey sideshows before 
the Army changed his billing to ‘Pri- 
Yate,’ contributed his sword-swallow- 
ing turn. 

Scenery was provided by anima- 
tors in the Film Lab, Robert Majors 
and Victor Mishonsky, formerly of 
Disney’s plant; John Vita, an ex- 
Schlesinger artist, and Paul Fan- 
ning, who was with the Harman- 
Ising unit. Lighting is by Harry 
Redmond, last a WB special effects 
man, and Robert Koskoff, also a 
former Hollywoodite. Phil Falcone, 
late of CBS’ engineering department, 
handles the sound, while Albie Shaff, 
until recently a cutter at WB, is in 
charge of the b.o. 

Admish is 25c for soldiers, 50c for 
officers and civilians. 


Pitt Amus. Sent 
Thru Wringer, 
Result of Flood 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 

Flood which hit Pittsburgh unex- 
pectedly last week after 36 hours 
of steady rain was costly to the 
Ringling-Barnum show in more ways 
than one. Naturally kept attendance 
down, since circus was here for 
three days right in the middle of the 
deluge, but in addition, Big Top lost 








one of its most valuable animals, 
Pepo, the famous $2,500 boxing 
pony. Tent had been pitched at a 


new location this year, right near 
Monongahela River, and when Pepo 
was led out by its trainer, Arthur 
Knoyat, after final evening perform- 
ance Wednesday (4) and turned 
over to a groom, animal broke away 
and slid into swollen stream. Swift 
current swept it under a barge and 
out of sight. 

While 27-foot crest was 19 feet 
under that of Pittsburgh’s famous 
1936 flood, which cost millions and 
many lives, it was bad enough to 
play havoc with couple of other en- 
tertainment enterprises. Nearly 1,000 
passengers on excursion steamer 
Senator were marooned for an hour 
while policemen and fireman laid 50 
feet of planking from gangplank to 
shore, and patrons of Yacht Club, 
town’s most popular nitery, had to 
be carried up the bank by an emer- 
gency crew. Spot, however, was 
found to be undamaged when waters 
had receded. 

First time in city’s history that 
flood stage had been passed in June. 
March is the usual month for the 
local rivers to act up. 


CHI EMA SLATE UP 
FOR SEPT. ELECTION 


Chicago, June 10. 

New slate for the executive posts 
of the Entertainment Managers 
Assn. will go up for election in Sept. 
David P, O'Malley, president of the 
EMA since its inception, has turned 
down many bids for the nomination, 
but has indicated that he will accept 
a post on the directorial board. 

Slate that will probably go into 
Office will be M. H. Barnes, of 
Barnes & Carruthers, as president; 
Phil Tyrrell, v.p., and Lyman Goss, 
as secretary-treasurer, 

Board will likely consist of O’Mal- 
ley, Charles Hogan and Paul Marr. 
Danny Graham, of Consolidated 
Radio Artists, has indicated willing- 
ness to serve and may also be placed 
on the board. 











Bertell, After Balking at MCA-CBS 
Merger, Made VP. of New Agcy. Setup 
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Adler-Kelly’s Tavern, N.Y., 
Files Petition for Reorg 


The 48th Street Tavern, Inc., 
operating the La Hiff’s Tavern, 
N. Y., filed a voluntary petition for 
reorganization in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tuesday), listing $8,534 
in assets and $24,998 in liabilities. 
Plan of reorganization offers to pay 
100% to creditors. Cost of opera- 
tien during the next 30 days will be 
$2,700, it is stated. Largest creditor 
is the estate of William La Hiff, 
owed $4,600. 

Charlie Adler and George Kelly, 
ex-Yacht Club boys, took over oper- 
ation of the Tavern, famed midtown 
eatery, last summer. 











Sousa Memorial 


Continued from page 1! 








and those performers advertised to 
appear that it did not okay the af- 
fair, inasmuch as it was not for 
charity purposes, and that no per- 
formers should appear gratis. Just 
prior to this, the N. Y. police, at the 
request of Aurora, Illinois, authori- 
ties, arrested Charles Van Arsdale, in 
charge of the ticket-selling and who 
has set up a boiler-room operation 
for that purpose in the Delmonico 
hotel. Van Arsdale was wanted by 
the Illinois coppers for pulling a con- 
fidence game and he was shipped to 
Aurora. 

A checkup by TA at the Carnegie 
Hall boxoffice last Friday (16) dis- 
closed that only around $200 worth 
of tickets had been sold there for the 
affair. Latter had a distinguished 
‘sponsoring committee,’ including 
Brock Pemberton and Lee and J. J. 
Shubert, but it’s doubtful if these 
men were cognizant of the promo- 
tion. | 

Financial backer was Charles 
Roberts, a Johns Manville Asbestos 
Co. executive, who is said to have 
poured over $7,000 into the venture 
on thé promise that Johns Manville 
would get the contract to furnish 
the building material for the Sousa 
Memorial, when and if built. 
Roberts, it’s understood, is making 
good the refunds on tickets sold. 

At least two large advertisements 
on the affair were printed in N. Y. 
dailies, chiefly the Times, with a 
number of name performers billed as 
scheduled to appear. 

On the organization’s letterhead, 
B. A. Rolfe is declared president and 
Arthur Pryor, v.p., of the Sousa 
Memorial, Inc. Sponsors of the Car- 
negie Hall show included Mayor 
Fiorella La Guardia, Alfred E. Smith, 
Dr. George A. Gartlan, director of 
music of the N. Y. Board of Educa- 
tion, Gene Buck, Lenox Lohr, 
William S. Paley, George M. Cohan 
and Alfred E. McCosker. William A. 
Brady, Max Gordon, along with 
Pemberton and the Shuberts, were 
named on the entertainment com- 
mittee. 

Ben Boyar, Max Gordon’s general 
manager, interested many of the 
show biz names in the venture, but 
Boyar, evidently, was as much taken 
in as the others. There were re- 
ports also that the 21 ambassadors of 
the Latin-American countries to the 
U. S. would be special guests at the 
show—also aimed as a_ goodwill 
gesture—but there never was public 
acceptance by the diplomats. 





Jack Bertell, v.p. of CBS Artists 
Bureau, under Herb Rosenthal, the 
executive v.p., balked at first when 
the Music Corp. of America takeover 
became public, but will now remain 
with the merged organization. Ber. 
tell gets the title of v.p. of the MCA 
Artists, Ltd., and wll act as coordi- 
nator of talent for personal appear- 
ances, plus shows, pictures and 
niteries in which he specialized. Bart 
McHugh, of MCA, also becomes a 
v.p. of MCA Artists, Ltd. 


Rosenthal becomes a v.p. of MCA 
when the two bodies merge in about 
60 days, the necessary period for the 
transition. 


Lou Mindling, executive aide to 
Rosenthal, now will probably remain 
with CBS in the radio production de- 
partment. Mindling went from Co- 
lumbia to MCA and back to CBS, 
hence doesn’t fancy returning once 
more to Music Corp. under the 
merger, 


Meantime, Danny Kaye's balking 
at his five-year contract with CBS 
(thence to MCA) pends. It may be 
modified to a one or two-year ar- 
rangement, although MCA prez J. C. 
Stein states that the sundry talent 
Guilds okayed the takeover, and he 
anticipates no difficulties from tal- 
ent. 


MCA lawyers are said to interpret 
the deal as a stock sale of a cor- 
poration, rather than a wholesale as- 
signment of talent, which, according 
to them, leaves the talent no al- 
ternative but to go along. 





Sherman Setting Up 
Coast Agcy. Branch 


To Deal in Pixsters 





Edward Sherman leaves Monday 
(16) for the Coast, where he will 
establish a branch to his New York 
combined booking and talent agency. 
Sherman is moving his family out by 
auto for permanent residence there, 
the booker having leased Martha 
Raye’s newly-built house, but he 
himself will shuttle back and forth 
between Hollywood and N. Y., re- 
turning to the latter Aug. 1. 


Sherman, who personally manages 
Abbott and Costello, is entering the 
film agency biz and will also at- 
tempt to feed the vaudfilmers he 
books with a steady stream of cellu- 
loid players for personal appear- 
ances. 


FISCHER’S ‘FOLIES’ FEMS 
A PROBLEM IN CRISES 


Possible complications, if and 
when wartime measures make ship- 
ping a problem, loom for Clif- 
ford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
due to open in Rio de Janeiro’s 
Copacabana Casino in mid-July. If 
international crises arise, Fischer 
would have a _ near-boatload. of 
femme talent on his hands. 

However, he is starting rehearsals 
June 20, preparatory to sailing. 
Yvonne Bouvier and Emile Boreo 











are latest talent additions. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JUNE 13 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (12) 

Maxellos 

Adrian Rollini 3 

Gertrude Niesen 

Hartmans 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (12) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 


Robinson & Martin 
Art Carney 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) 
Vineent Lopez Ore 

Milton Berle 

Joan Merrill 

Jansleys 

Varsity 8 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (13) 

Glenn Miller Orc 


Lorraine & Rognan 
Paul Regan 
State Lake (13) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
MIAMI 
Olympia (12-15) 
Steve Evans 
Gloria Gilbert 
Kenny & Norris 
Harry Stockwell 
Pierre & Renee 











Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (13) 

Les Brown Orc 

Bea Wain 

Dixie Dunbar 

Bob Williams Co 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (13) 

Bob Crosby Ore 

Pitchmen 

Moke & Poke 

Del Rios 


(6) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Simone Simon 
Wesson Bros 
Stuart Morgan Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (13) 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Bernards Co 
Bobby May 
(6) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Pitchmen 
Del Rios 
Moke & Poke 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (13) 
Roxyettes 
Radio Aces 
Truth or Conseq’ces 
(6) 


Victor McLaglen 
Roxyettes 
Hector & Pals 
Margery Daye 
Siggy Lane 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (12) 
Wynn Murray 
Revuers 
Selma Kaye 
Raymond Wilbert 
Travelers 4 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (12) 
Dennis Day 
4 Polkadots 
Wesson Bros 
G & B Matson 
Aggie Auld 
Apollo (13) 
Columbus Orc 
3 Peters Sis 
Billy Haliday 
Peg Leg Bates 
Pigmeat 
George Wilshire 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (12) 
Howard & Shelton 
Powers Models 
Jimmy Wallington 
Deep River Boys 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Ghezzis 
Katherine Harris 
Paul Winchell — 
State (15-18) 
Boyd & Jigsaws 
(Three to fill) 
(12-14) 
Yokoi 2 
Tom Barry 
Herman Hyde Co 
6 Herzogs 
Royal (13) 
Golden Gate 4 
CAMDEN 
Towers (14-15) 
Catherine Westfield 
Lee Dixon 
Ryan & Benson 
Saul Grauman Co 


EASTON 
State (12-14) 
Marcus Show 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (9-11) 
Duval Co 


Larry Blake 
Georgetti Bros 
HARRISBURG 
State (16-18) 
Marcus Show 
(12-14) 
Sernivici Co 
Pan American Fol 
HARTFORD 
State (13-15) 
Major Bowes Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (17-19) 
Harmonica Bees 
Cabot Fis 
Jay Palmer 
(Two to fill) 
(13-16) 
Ken Whitmer 
Cortello 
Sammy White 
(Two to fill) 
PITMAN 
Broadway (14 
Bartel & Wms 
Cabot Sis 
Boyd & Jigsaws 
(One to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (13) 


Co 


Co 


only) 
Co 


Lucky Melinder O 

Sister Tharpe 

Slim Thomas 

Reds & Curley 

Jim Wong Tr 

WILLOW GROVE 

Willow Grove Park 
(15 only) 

Yokoi 2 

Bartel & Wms Co 


Cortello Co 
Balabanow 4 
(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (13) 
Sally Rand Co 











Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Laura Dutton 


Beachcomber 
Dick D'Amico Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Carmen D’Antonio 
Toy & Wing 
Juanita Juarez 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Frederica 
Joan Benoit 
Peggy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Lynn & Marianne 
Elinore Rutherford 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Charles Strickland 
Iulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Ellis 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 


Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 

Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 

Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy eSedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Corchita 
Anita Dillon 
Ann Paige 
Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 
Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
| Luis Camache 
| Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 





| Buddy 


Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Club Samoa 
Mancho Ore 
Sheila Reynolds 
Rochelle Carter 
Mabel Russell 
Lynn Alton 
Los Chamacos 
Deena Clarke 
Dia 1 Hor 





Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
| Joe E Howard 
| Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 3 

Famous Door 


Marie Boland 

C Hoherty Gls 
Forbidden City 

Sai Cabral Orc 

Maya Keila 

Hoo Shee 

Jue Fong 

Chin Wan 
Havana- Madrid 

Froilan Maya Ore 

Juanita Sanabria O 

Rosita Ortega 

Cesar Tapia 

Las Adelitas 

Villarino 

Delores DeLeon 


Hickory House 


Ray Conniff Ore 
Harriet Clark 


Hotel Astor 


Tommy Dorsey. Ore 

Juanita Rios Orc 

Connie Haines 

Pied Pipers 

Frank Sinatra 

Rich 

Ziggy Elman 
Hotel Belmont 

Plaza 

Arthur Ravel Ore 

Joe Pafumy Ore 

Kay Cody 

Gwen Gary 

Sonny Tufts 

Daciia 

Belmont 
Hotel Biltmore 


Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 

Adrina Otero 
Eleanor Knight 
Don Carlo 

Sam Amarosi 
Eleanore Knight 














Hotel Bossert Russ Smith Ore oe mene 
(Brooklyn) Ashburns arianne Arden 
Bobby Parks Ore Ruinbow Room Blackstone Hotel 
~ ~teyes (Balinese Km.) 
Imogen Carpenter Barry Winton Ore 
Hotel Edison Sigrid Lassen Johnny Duffy Ore 
hel onita Cre Janet Fulton 
Blue Barron Ore Ma a es Brevoort Hotel 
. i} la ‘ 
Hotel Essex House | [aing & de Mille (Crystal Room) 
Sammy Kaye Ore | Billy de Wolfe }3 Niblics 
Virginia Hays |Peggev Lester 
2 Riviera ph had AP more 
Hotel Lexington (Ft. Lee, N. J.) | Bob Biliings 
Ray Kinney Ore iiee ati. ance | Broadmont 
Meymo Holt ( Cavallaro Ore | Buddy Lake 
“yp ed : Cross & Dunn | Honey Chile 
ellanti aea Terry Lawlor |; Betty Coeds 
Nani Todd |\Georges & Jalna | Anita Page 
Lehua Paulson i} Lane Bros Eve Lynn 
Hotel Lincoln 'Ches Hale Gls foes, Ran r 
eT ° . | Nar ndry 
| Harry James Ore Edith Roark’s Club Gy a cnet 
Hotel McAlpin Joe White Orc | Irene Carter 
Arturo Arturos Ore He “pa a aiad } Charlotte Buckley 
Wendy Bishop fon ‘a tal K Bove 4 aaa 
” s ldred Kay | Herb Rudolphs Ore 
Hotel New Yorker ber Gallagher } 
Johnny Long Ore | Chester Nelson Brown Derby 
| te len Young | - _ eee tt ; Harriet Norris 
Estelle & LeRoy | Edith Roark | Juanita 
Rosita Rios | Ruban Bleu Joan Dare 
Alvarez Suz: le 4 i 
Sam = re ane Brenda Forbes rrylgd Austin 
ordova & Villion Eva B: hpi Alice Perrell Dane 
Samba Sirens RR oa & Chittia is Sammy Frisco Ore 
tos 1 oO y , Savage ; 
Hotel Park Central | 2 ; Kreteh Jimmy Savage Trio 
(Cocoanut Grove) | aasran —— | Capitol Lounge 
‘ T 
Buddy Clarke Ore f= — mnstnee o 4 Mills Bros 
Jose Dominguez O | Olga F aactarentnad Ore | Maurice Rocco 
Jack Waldron 4 pia pia “spat Louis Jordan Ore 
|Elenore Wood | Nastia Poliakova : 
|E 0oc | Marusi Sava Chez Paree 
| Hibbert, Byrd Co Meech " 
Winton & Diane AGia Kuznetzoft r aul Ww h teman Ore 
| Bunny Howard Ixy : . akintene | John Boles 
Ginger Dulo | Mi “ hon Anna Aust n 
Svivie Barry | Mishi Uzdanoff } Alice Dudley 
: iy i; | Arjsiak Arafelova | Marianne 
Hotel Pennsylvania Spivy’s Roof | Judy Starr 
Bobby Byrne Ore Splvs 7 | Evans Gis 
Dorothy Claire pe ed. | : 
Stuart Wade | Haywood & Allen | Colesimes 
5 : : Sddie Mz oO | Ralph Coo 
Hotel Plaza a ta ene Ge ere 
é jetty Bryant } Frank Quatrel) Ore |} 
Dick Gasparre Ore Stork Club | Margo 
Chiquito Ore : . e | Brucettes 
Paul Haakon pag int en | Blake & Lambert 
Maxine Kisor las : ae sls Evers & Dolores 
roria ope ; Peppy & Pe anuts 
Hotel Roosevelt Marie Spaulding Tuckers 
Jose Morand Ore Versailler Bobby Danders 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Orc 


-Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 

George Kent 

Ann Harriett 

Tony Sharrabba 

Dick Winslow Orc 
Biltmore Bow] 

Jimmy Castle 





Balladeers | 


[Lolo & Ramon 
| Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 
Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Dean Murphy 
Ben Yost Co 
Evelyn Tyner 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
4 Co-Eds 


; Mary 


| Jimmy 


| Beryl 


| Reyes’ 


} 
} 





| Sid 


Calahan Sis 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Parker 
Daniel 

Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rey 
Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 

6 Debonairs 
Wallace 
Frankie Conville 
Dorothy Ford 
Mary Pererbeck 
Helen O'Hara 
Sunny Dale 
Rhumba Bd 
St Clair & Day 
Rhumba Ore 

Slate Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Lillian Tours 

NTG Anniversary 
Tomack 

Fred Scott 

Reis Bros 

Don Eddy 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Ore 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 

Robin Walker 
Ed«cie Calvert 

Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 


Billy 


| Mary Healy 


Palladium 


,; Andrews Sis 
|} Al Donahue Ore 


Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 


Henry Monet 
Revue Parisienne 
Helen Harrison 
[Flelen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 
Art Wenzel 
Henry Grant 
Gaby La Fitte 
Shadrack Boys 
Mariorie Raymond 





}Chet Record 
| Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogte 


3 Rockets 

Dorothy Garbo 

| Mary Brian 

Rose O'Neil 

'Cee Pee Johnson O 

| Scheherazade Cafe 

Yascha Borowski 

Alex Morison 

Edith Rogers Dahl 

Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 

Lilia Kipikona 

Sybil Thomas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Charlie Openui 

Bobby Mathews 

Johnie Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 








Marg’rite & M’rtinez |} 


Ralph Eastwood 
Nirma Cordova 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Pauline Barry 
Leonora Sola 
Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 
Bob C 
Mary 


arney 
Joy« e 


|Gallagher & Rush 


talph Brown 


Cadillac Tavern 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Cadillac Caperettes 
Renaldos 


| Niles & Jo-Anne 


| 


‘Toni Serriel 
Henrique & Adri’ne 
Carroll's 
Charlie Gainest Orc} 

Lois de Fee 
Harry Rose 
Bobby Vail 
/16 De Shon Dancers 


| 
| 
| (Malaga, } 


Rarbara 


Grace Gordon 
Wilbur Rance 
Wilbur Douglass 
Lucille Rand 


Cedarw’d Log Cabin 


NJ) 
Ray O'Day 
Cynthia Evans 


Francis Osborne 
Frances Williams 
Dale 
Montague 
F rankie Schluth 


Club 15 


| Harriet Hale 
| Buzz Wilt 
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Jack Lane Co 
Charles & Celeste 
Nola Day 

Danny White 


Kelly’s Stable 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
Stuff Smith 
Clarence Profit Trio 


Ta Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Lazara & Castell’or 
Nina Orla 


Le Cog 
Jos Smith 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
i\Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 


Rouge 
€ irc 


Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
John Buckmaster 


Rainbow Grill 











M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Jean Sablon 
Betty Kean 
Jane Kean 
Doris 

Village Barn 
Gene Austin Orc 
Sherrill Sis 
Zeb Carver 
Bud Sweeney 





Don & Ruth Lane 
Pappy Below 
Floria Vestoff 


LOS ANGELES 


Rovral Guards 

Dorothy Brandon 

Armand & Lita 

3 Dee’s 

Chuck Foster Ore 
Casa Manana 

j} Allan De Witt 

| Ward Sis 





| 


| 


: 
| 
| 








Diana & Deila 
Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Grace Hayes 

Mary Reilly 

Sylvia Fielding 
Mavis Mims 
Rebecca Hayes 


House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor 
Jean Neunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 

Dave Forrester Ore 

Macambo Cafe 
Mocambo 
Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 














Cully Richards 
Condas Bros 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 

Joe Oakie 

Al Bard Ore 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Saileé 

Swanne Inn 
Slim & Slam 
Charlie Evans 

Trianon 
Duke Ellington Ore 

Wilshire Bowl 

Darryl Harpra Ore 





CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Val Oman Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
| Leonard Keller Orc 
Dorothy Dee 
Maurice & Maryea 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gis 
Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Orc 
Chris Cross 


Marvelle Myler 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 

(Peacock Rm) 
Vera 

Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 

Ramon Ramos Ore 

Eleanor French 
Edgewater Beach 

Hiotel 
(Beach Watk) 

Little Jack 

Lewis Sis 

Kathleen Quinn 

Richards & Gillette 


Joe 


Little O} 


Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Rogers & Morris 
Patricia 
Marie Austin 
Johnny Honnert 
Tony Cabot Ore 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glase House Km) 





Ding Bell Ore 

Thelma Mitchell 
Hi Hat 

yey Marshall 

illian Roth 

jack & Jill Warner 
on = Gls 

Eddie Fens Cre 


Ivanhoe 
Schubert 
Ore 


F 
° 


] 

| lorence 

| 1 Trace 

| Bards 

| 1 Seshen Sumner 
L’ Aiglon 
Stamos 

| Villerie 
| Ma 


| Morrison Hotel 
} 


Spiros Ore 
Fifi de 
Isobel de co 


(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 
Billy 
Nan 


Gray 
Blakstone 


Walders 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Darlene 

|Claude & Andrea 
May Lewis 
Kretlow Gls 

Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
| Heidelberg Ens 
|} Louie & Weasel 
|} Hans Menzer 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
| Jan Garber 
Eddy How 
| Bob Kvans 
Maurice & Ct 
| Perez Four 
| Abt «yt? T> 
Phil Doc 
Sherman 
(Celtic 





ird 
yrdoba 


cers 
yley Orc 
Hotel 
Cafe) 
Kerwin Ore 
Sis 


| 
j 

| Gene 
| Jaros 
| (Panther Room) 
} 


Barnett Ore 


Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 

Khumba Casino 
Tito Guizar 
Eddie LaBaron Ore 
Don Pedro Ore 
Milo Perez Ens 

606 Club 

Billy Carr 
Margret Faber 
Alyce Cerf 

‘eil von Dell 
Benton Twins 
Jerry Withee 
Olive Sharon 
Nannette Carmen 
Honey Kee 
Jimmy Ray 
Carrie Finnel) 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Gis 





PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 
Alan Fielding 
Bali-lovelies 
Juanita 
Johnny 
Yvette 


Or« 


Morgan 


Amador 
Helen 
Swann 


| Mignelito 
Gerardo & 
Povey l 

lisse 
| Ben Franklin 
Bob Castaine 





Brooks Sis 
Barbara Stone 
Marie Kaye 
Margie Hill 
Rose Venuti 


Di Pinto’s 


Eddie Steiner 
Jack Gibson 
Eleanor Brannon 
Eddie King Ore 


Embassy 


Geo Clifford 
Pepita & Lucia 
Allida & Chico 
Gail Manners 
Cliff Hall 
Fran Urban 
Susan Lang 
Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Beth Challis 
Nitza & Ravell 
Linda March 
Cynthia Hare 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Lecust 
Marian Proctor 
Evelyn Bradley 
Pola Montoya 
Elaine Black 





| Bubbles Shelby 


| Judy L: 


| 


Bob 


Rose Feeney 
Kay Lavery 
King’s Swing Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 


|Glamour Gls 


Frank Cuneo Ore 
Nancy Newell 
Mayo’'s 
Gus Johnson Ore 
| Jimmy Evans 
Paul Kane 
Mildred Gilson 
Bill Bailey 
Bill Hughes 
} Alan Wood 
Minstrel Tavern 
Tony Callazzo 
Windsors 
Margie Rese March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, 8Sr 
Helen Marriott 
Neil Dieghan's 
Leonard Cooks 
Elaine James 
Hal Haig 
i Phyllis Merrill 
| Havenaires (4) 
|} Ray Hottinger 
Vespers (2) 
Old Falls Tavern 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Andy Fletcher 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
| Jean O'Neill 
Open Door Cafe 
Artie Nolan 
Chap Nolan 
Warren Phillips 
Lillian Chapman 
Aleda Troy 
Irving Braslow Ore 
Palumbo's 
Kay Hamilton 
\fresnsd & Lynn 
Jean 


savernes 
print Joe & 
Johnny Leary 
| Yvonettes 
Park Casino 
Trou'dors 


Ore 





Pk Casino 

| Frank Hall 

| Peacock Gardens 

(King-of-Prussia, 
Pa.) 


Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 

Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 
Mildred Stoully 
jene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


Roman Grille 


Dotty Bollinger 

Dick Jones 

Don & Dorese 

Peggy Phillips 

Patsy Kelly 

Rol Parker Ore 
Rendezvous 

(Hotel Senator) 


Erskine Butterfield 
University 3 
Baby Hines 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Casimiera Sis 
Gale Sheridan 
Harry McKay 
Shanda & Margo 
Alice Ross 
Ruth Templeton 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Silver Fleet Inn 
Erma Lynn 
Betty Keenan 
Chic Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Harrv Small 
Joe Scotty 
Silver Lake Inn 
Maurine & Norva 
Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Marion Melrose 
Frank Hesse! Ore 





| Helen Heath Stamp’s 
| Bob Russell | Sherman Bros & T 
; Vera Neva |} Helen Wilson 
| Maurice & Cordoba | Margie Drummond 
| Michael Sandina | Vie Earlson 
| Rose Gallo i} Stamp Trio 
| Lou Morrison Joyettes 
| Neil Fontaine Ore |Geo Marchetti Ore 
‘es id Swan Club 
s Jam Session | Mary Ellers 
reo Verrechia Ann Howard 

Mic key House Dimas & Anita 
silly Kretchmer |Grace O'Hara 
| Hopkins’ Rathskeller | Stump & Stumpy 
} ‘ . iient Patric Ore 
| Jimmy Venuti Ore ; 
|} Frank Lester 20th Century 
|}Grace & Harlow | Mike Pedecin 
| Mildred Montieth | Chocolateers 
| Young Sis (3) |} Kenny Shaffer Trio 

Myra Lee | Merry Men 
| Bonnie Waters Weber’s Hof Brau 
| Jack Griffin 


|} Agnes Barry 
Lido Venice 
Barton 


| Rose 

|} Young Sis 

| Alan Gale 

| Lanes Leif 

Frances Carroll 

| ‘albert 

| Martez & Maria 

| Danny Versee Ore 

Little Kathskeller 

Marian Powers 

| Sally Keith 

Jerry Brandow 

& Janice Walker 

inny & George 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Manoa Inn 

Chief Tenehoa & R 

Tobin 

ine 

Glamour Gls (3) 

Marque & Marlys 

Sunny Marston 

Andre & Frans 

Edythe Sallade 


|} Beth ¢ 


Io} 


Gene 


Is 


Alpine Village 
Hartnells 
Jack, J Armstrong 
Eric Philmore Co 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 


Fl Dumpo 


Manners Ore 
Sarffmy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Freddie's Cafe 


Gayle Parker 
Carol Lloyd 
|McClure Walters 
Manhattanettes 


Gourmet Club 


Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 





Hotel Carter 


| Thixton Sprenger 
| Ambassadors Orc 


Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Orc 


Eddie Robinson Orc 


Camden 
annerman 

| Jules Flacco’s Ore 
| Daro & Corda 

| Hollywood Blondes 
| Naitte Troupe 

| Anthony Martin 
{Al Goldecker 

| Syd Golden 

Jack Smith 

| Signor Carmino 
| Raths’r Eldoradians 


save Pierson 


| Wilson’s 


rd 
ugh 
i Geo Baquet 
| Art Mathews 
Yacht Club 
| Rae & Dale 
Joan Arlen 
Matthews 


| 
| Eddie 
Navis 


Ore 


Mary 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 
Hotel Hollenden 
Rolf Passer 
Marina 
Glenn Pope 
Sloan & Gary 
Soretli 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Haris Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Kegal Club 
Ducky Malvin 
37600 Club 
|\Art West 





Ore 


Joy Harmony 
Terry Dean 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 

Loren Parsons 

Sanford Mandel 

| Barry Wilkinson 

| (Motor Bar) 

Abbs 





| Vie 


Bowery 
3 Ryan Bros 
| Ethel Shutta 
| Baron S de Vysenof 
'2 Novelli Bros 
O'Donald & Loyes 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs 
Arden Dane 
Dian Rowland 
Johnny King 
(has Carlisle 
Benny Resh 


Ore 


Casanova 
Nollie Tate Co 
|Gates & Claire 
Al Samuels 
Little Chica 
Lee Walter Ore 


Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 

Hund’s 


3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
Chet Everhart 
Ruby Ore 
Club Mar-Jo 
Nelson Marionettes 
Guy Cherney 
Dancing Gaylords 
Merritt Lamb Or 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 
Buddy ‘Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 
Frederick & Collins 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vanettes 





Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 

Balconades 
Joe Mowry Orc 

Bill Green’s 
_ Bestor Orc 
Penny Lee 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Sidney & Ames 
Bernard 

Cork and Bottle 


Lloyd Fox 
Eddie Peyton's 
Marty Gregor Ore 


Marion Muller 

El Chico 
Frank Andipi Ore 
Virginia Ramos 
|} Talavera =r 
| Hotel Fort Pitt 
| Bailey Ore 
Mitchell 
| Jessica Wheatley 
| Horry Walton 
|Irma Guthrell 
Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 





Ken 
Johnny 


tucker 4 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Saunders 
|\Ida lola 
Everett Havdn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardena 
| Re »vel 
Sam 
| Alice 
Ze ida 
Wicked Willies 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Johnny Kaaihue 
| Royal Hawlians 
Hotel 
Billy 


leo 
; tan 


| Bess 


| 


} 
ers 


Sweet 


Sone 


Schenley 
Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 
Buzz Maver 
Jack Calhoun 
| Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wan da 
Esc ts 
ec Park 
‘lyde 


Knight Ore 


Beachcomber 
Sandro 


| Wilma Cox 
| Delisse & E Dwight 
3uster Keim Rev 


Blinstrub’s 
| Karl Ronde Ore 
Hoyd Heathen 
| Charlotte & Edw’ds 
|} Kay & Karol 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
Dorothy Deering 
Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
Gary & Brent 
Mia Cahua Co 
i Bob Nelson 
Casa Manana Gls 
Club Mayfair 
|}Ranny Weeks Ore 
| Bernie Bennett O 
| Elizabeth Martin 
; Ruth Clayton 
2 Barkers 
Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 
Jane Martin 
Lucille Perry 
Cocoanut Grove 





Ra 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
| (Continued 


PITTSBURGH 


Leon LeVerdie 
Tip Top Gle 


DETROIT 


Leonard See] Ore 
Northwood Ina 

Anita Jacobi 

Woods & Bray 

Harry Schilling 

Roshee & Lee 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 

Charles Costello Ore 

McColl Sis 

Bernice Bishop 

Hoffman Bros 

Palm Beach 

Carl Denny 

3 Crandyl Sis 

Hal & Dolly 

Don Pablo Ore 

Huck’s Redford Ings 

Mac McGraw Ore 

Club Royale 


Joe & J McKenna 
Bernard & Henri 
Claire & Hudson 
Ramon & Renita 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Stan Norris Ore 
Statier Hotel 
Sande Williams Ore 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
Verne’s 
Tiny Gordan 
Carol Crane 
Johnny Daly 
Stuart Sis 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Castrillos Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo Good 
Coco & Dede 
Lovett & Elsa 
Mary Shriner 





Janet Lee 
tierb Rohrer 
Ermine Midgets 


Merry-Go-Round 

Joe Hart Orc 
New Penn 

Gay Carlisle Ore 
Stephanie & Craig 
Teddy Ryan 
Harry Taylor 
Kewpie Dolls 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Enrica & Novello 
Dancing Debs 


Nut House 


Sherdina Walker 
Ted Blake 

Joe Kiein 
George Grexg 
Evelyn Nellis 
Kay Balfe 
Paulson 

Charley Adams 


Oasis 
Joe Villella Ore 
John Conte 
Joe Consolo 
Stu Braden 
Berry Anne 
Pines 
Howard Becker 
Trelon 
4 Aces 
Max Tarshis 
Flo Parker 
Marianne 
George Weber 
Yacht Club 
Archie ‘Tarshis 
Frances Faye 
Jackie Heller 
M & B Whalen 
Shiriey Heller 
Sky-Vue 
3obby Annis Ore 
Grill 
Yagello 
F'rark Natals 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi ato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Jon Tio 
Kollette 
Marcia 
Harriet 
4 Jerks 
Webster Hall 
Billy Merle Or« 
West View Park 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Aerialettes 
Willows 


Ore 


Ore 


Union 
Art 


Cov 


& Deane 
Way ne 
Brent 








Art Farrar Orc 


BOSTON 


j Wally Wanger Rev 


D’Arnez Orc} 


Hilly Paine 
| Richards & C 
Tyrone Sis 
| Beverly & 
Hassan, 2d 


arson 


Jimmy 


(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garrison 

Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson / 
Crawfordettes ; 
Joe Ross 
Ina Lorraine i 
Frank Fontaine . 
Eddie Farrow 

fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 

Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus RKoom) 
Florence Hallman ib 
Runkle 
Hotel Copley Plava 

(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 

Hotel Essex 

Ernest Murray Ore 


on page 41) 
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HOUSE REVIEWS : 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 11, 1911 





Metropolitan, London 


London, May 7. 


Issy Bonn, Eddie Lee, Donna Sisters, | 
Two Cromwells, Krandon and 
Karna, Ted Payne and Freddie Glass. 





‘The Met,’ as this music hall is af- 
fectionately known, is a house where 
the manager, replete with soup and | 
fish, stands in the lobby welcoming 
the customers. Occasionally he will | 
ask a customer how’s business, OF 
how Mrs. Brown's twins are _ pro- 
gressing. And the locals love this in- 
timacy. 

Theatre has been operating for, 
over 40 years, and some customers 
pride themselves they have not} 
missed a week since its opening. 
With all the progress that 20 years, 
has brought, this palace of enter-! 
tainment is still as of yore, using 
slides during intermission to an- 
nounce local merchandise, etc. 

The bars adjoining the auditorium 
are their clubs, with some custom- 
ers spending more time and money 
in drinking than in watching the 
show, and the drink consumed here 
is a very important acquisition to the 
intake. | 

Program opens with Donna Sisters | 
(3), dancers. Very amateurish, with | 
one displaying semblance of talent. 
Gal should be dressed and staged 
and would in time get further than) 
she can ever aspire with this act. 


Krandon and Karna, ‘unique 
balancing novelty,’ 
nor novel. tim 
ancing with culinary utensils, includ- 
ing a table. Gal doesn’t do anything, 
but tries to look cute. Ted Payne 





| satirized to register as a strip and 


is neither unique) Bi : 
It’s just smalltime bal-| a good-looking, entertaining produc- | 


ing and juggling by the Banfields is 
accomplished and clever. 

Most of the misfire is on the con- 
tinuity, which was meant to weld 


* | these acts into a unit, and the bits of | Charles Kemper, Boo Shea, Harris 
Carroll Levis and His Discoveries.; business meant to embellish the out-| and 


lay. Far too much work is expended 
on some of the intended gags for the! 
number of laughs they reap. Show 
is evidently aimed at the type of biz} 
garnered by ‘Hellzapoppin’ and 
‘Funzafire’ units, and in spots such as | 
this, where all have played, this one | 
is best not compared, 

Stringing out the show nearly | 
nullifies the evident ability of Fran- | 
ces Wills and her semi-eccentric and | 
acro-adagio turns, and amounts to| 
her subbing quantity for quality, | 
never a showmanly policy, in her two 
long solo turns. Finale bit under 
title, ‘how to undress with finesse,’ 
and heavily inked in the daily ads 
as highlight of the show, is too much 


too broad to click as comedy. 

Film is average calibre and house 
is in for different figure than it has 
garnered in past couple of sessions. 

Quin. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, June 7._ 

Lew Hoffman, Commanders & Lois 

Wallner (17), Rossilianos (2), Lime) 

Trio, Dorothy Hild Ballet; ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ (Par). 











,it is better than the nitery show. | 


| this audience is hep. Goes over 
| strongly. 

There are few better tap dancers 
available than Bill Bailey. He's 
shown his clever footwork in many 
important bookings in the past, but 
it's about time he laid aside the imi- 
tations of and the repeated refer- 
ences to Bill Robinson. He'd do 
much better if his stuff were al- 
lowed to earn favor on its own 
‘merits. Bailey was once a mute on- 
stage. Lately he has begun to talk, 
but still does not seem at ease in 
tossing cracks. Some of the dialog 
clicks and remainder drops with a 
thud. 


STATE, N. Y. 


‘George White's ‘Scandals’ unit with 


Shore, Nonchalants, Gloria} 
Blake, Gautier’s Dogs, Mimi Keller-| 
man, Carol King, Kate Penton, Coley | 
Worth, Jess Mack, Barnes Twins, 
George Haggerty; ‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA). 





After three somewhat lean weeks, 
business at Loew's ace house is look- 
ing up, the stage show being credited 
with the upturn. 

ite has a new unit, one ate 
wi nite ent class. He billed it, Newcomer Viola Jefferson exhibits 
as a cavalcade at Hartford and, good style in her vocaling of I Got 
Worcester, but renamed it ‘Scandals,’| Rhythm,’ ‘Oh Look At Me Now,’ ‘Oh 
a title long identified with the little! Boy I'm in the Groove’ and an en- 
showman. It is not the same ‘Scan-| core of ‘There'll Be Some Changes 
dals’ that troupe@ in vaude for 40 Made.’ Singer is not strong in 
j condensed from straight vocal qualities, but her man- 
| ner of interpreting the tunes earned 
‘her a solid sendoff. She vaguely re- 
| minds of Ella Zitzgerald. 







pot of coin from 
in the 


y that isn’t his racket, so he does her stuff with no interruption 
is in the kind of show business from Bryant. Her gags, terps, and 
that he knows. He should recoup|tunes all find easy favor with this 


the bankroll. audience and rate her the star spot 
New unit comprises the White) — allotted. ue K. — oe is 

Way fi show in part, but actually| laid out with the slightly blue tinge 
5» ym y in which Apollo patrons revel. Wood. 

Some of the standouts of the club se aeeeaneemanae ae 

layout are retained, while other 

specialties and skits have been in- 








With a long and important picture, | 


the stage show is kept down on run- | 
ning time and budget. The result is. 


tion that will satisfy most of the, 
customers without impressing them | 
with name strength. 





and Freddie Glass, ‘two new comics,’ 


This is the second week for most 


are about as new as Hitler’s threats. | of the turns of the show, which holds 


One of the partners has been around | over 


along with the picture. | 


for years with colored partner as| Dorothy Hild Ballet is particularly | 


Rusty and Shine. 
make any family audience blush. 

Issy Bonn is often talked of as 
successor to Julian Rose, while 
others maintain the title belongs to 
Max Bacon. 
reviewer used to appear at charity 


concerts with Bonn, who was then | 


known by his real name of Benny 
Levin. Bonn has made great strides 
since those days, having built up 


It’s a decade since this} 


Blue enough tO outstanding and the brilliance of the | 


| costumir,’ has much to do with the 
‘importance of the production and_ 


| ballet numbers of military, Ukraine | 


,and tropical atmosphere. 
From a long sojourn in the Chez) 
|Paree come the 16 Commanders, | 
| male vocalists, and Lois Wallner to 
lead the brigade. They routine, 
| it’s 


choral work but 


| routine is timely enough but prob- js well known here a 


through the standard set of male|faws when Bert Lahr first pulled it. | 
effective | 


ORPHEUM, OMAHA 


——. 


serted. Chorines who number 16 are 
from White Way. They constitute 
a bunch of lookers dolled up in nifty J Omaha, June 10. 
costumes. Girls are doubtless wise! ‘Carnival of Fun’ unit with Dave 
in trouping for there is not the op-| Apollon, Willie Shore, Ruth Petty, 
portunity to work around New) Dot Remy, Lucienne and Ashour, 
York as during the past two sum-|Anne Levelle, Ben Beri, Sid Lang 
mers. They don’t do much stepping, Orch; ‘Model Wife’ (U). 
but sure look okay. 
Running time of 65 minutes seems| Plenty of talent but unit had to 
overtime, probably because of the! be re-routined a little after opening 
skits, which could be clipped al- because it lacked punch. Thereafter 
though they do deliver giggles. it was much better. 
White is touting Charles Kempcxr,; Show caught, at evening, was a 








rotund comic who does well and real sock after a discouraging open-| 


will be better. A soldier 


drill ing that afternoon. Dave Apollon 


: : nd some of the 
ably right out of the book. Biggest customers missed his band. How- 


laugh is from a former White musi-| ever, his own showmanship plus a 
cal hit, ‘Flying High.’ It is the neat giveout of ‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Two 
medicinal glass bit that drew guf-| Guitars’ made the crowd forget the 
familiar Filipinos. Playing the man- 


quite a radio reputation and means| stuff, suitable for any theatre or im- | musicals produced by the manager) pulls the show up with the able as- 


something to the boxoffice. His 
Hebe jokes are mostly war, but some 
smell Crimean. His best asset is a 
pair of pipes which are real tear 
jerkers. 


Two Cromwells, one of the few 
continental acts still working in 
England, are on the trapeze. Noth- 
ing sensational, but clear cut hand- 
to-hand balancing and swinging. 


Carroll Levis brings on his ‘dis- | which goes in much for costuming); the audience tickled all the way.| Levelle’s dancing is okay. Ben Beri, | 


coveries’ for entire second half. He 
is to England what Major Bowes is 
to America. Himself Canadian, 


Levis doesn’t deny he copped the} and costumed this act takes on a and Mimi Kellerman with a routine | 


idea from the Major, but unlike 
Bowes, Levis doesn't spiel.’ He in- 
troduces his finds in fa straightfor- 
ward manner, telling the customers 
where he unearthed them. Levis has 
an easy and ingratiating manner, 
putting the acts and customers at 
ease. Some of his talent is not up to 
his usual standard, suffering in com- 
mon with other forms of entertain- 
ment, by the war service draft. In- 
stance is Phyllis Plackett, modestly 
described as ‘England’s Eleanor 
Powell.’ Gal dances very ordinarily. 
Larry Jay, goofy guy, doing takeoff 


| portant night spot. 
|. Lew Hoffman scores excellently 
| with his juggling, being especially, 
| good on his comedy interpolations. 
|Lime Trio has been around many 
| years, but still register on their con- 
| tortion novelty. It shows what can 
| be done with basically uninteresting 
| acrobatics, i.e., a little idea, 
| tuming and some producing. 
Rossilianos are a dance -team 


,and production. Without the pro- 
| duction the act would be another 
| dance turn, bet brilliantly arranged 


| color and flash. 


Biz was good at the first show 
| Saturday (7). Gold. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





|and emphasized is George Gersh- 


cos- | 


sistance of his co-m.c., Willie Shore. 


Shore’s clowning and _é satirical 
flings, with his fine sense of bur- 
| lesque, get plenty of laughs but his 
'best effort is a serious takeoff on 


win’s ‘Birth of the Blues,’ delivered | 
by the good-looking, lusty baritone, | 
| Bob Shea, who was in the floor show. 
He snpeses a A near the finale and 
is aide y blonde Gloria Blake’s 
highpitched pipes. Vocal end sup-| Pat Rooney. 
plies a strong curtain. | Ruth Petty, singing redhead, does 
On the comedy end, in addition to; neatly with ‘Mean to Me’ and 
| Kemper, is Gautier’s dog act, the| Lucienne and Ashour win plenty of 
Bricklayers, with femme portion of| Plaudits with their adagio. Anne 


| Nonchalants too are a sock interlude | juggler comic, well known here, did 
| with comedy acrobatics. Dance con- his pantomime before an apprecia- 
tributions by Carol King on her toes | tive audience. Rach 





| that ends in a dizzy whirl also count. 
| Other of the unit’s turns that do 
okay are Harris and Shore, bur- 
lesque ballroomers; Kay Penton, : 
vocals; Jess Mack and George : Baltimore, June 8. 
Haggerty, in the skits. Dennis Day, Cortello’s Hollywood 
There should be no difficulty in Mimics, The Three _ Biltmorettes, 
booking the unit, but if it plays) Johnny Howard, Allen and Kent (4), 


HIPP, BALTO 


, ‘My __ Sister 


Several numbers are from former | dolin, clowning and singing. Apollon | 


| STRAND, N. Y. 


— 


Les Brown’s Orch (14) with Betty 
Bonney; Bea Wain, Dixie Dunbar & 
i‘ Rhythmaires (4), Bob Williams & 
‘Red Dust; ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB), reviewed in Variety, May 28. 











A year or so from now the Strand 
| should be able to take credit for giv- 
ing a new boffo bounce band its first 
real toehold on the road to fame and 
fortune. This. is Les Brown’s initial 
| stage date on Broadway; in fact, his 
| first major theatre appearance any- 
| wneee, and his orch gives every in- 
dication of getting up among the 
; musical leaders. And not the least 
.of the band’s’ qualifications is 
§ spiel own easy-to-take personal- 
ity and clarity in his introductions. 


There can be only one major criti- 
'cism_ leveled at the band as it now 
stands—and that’s its tendency to get 
too forte in some of its jived ar- 
rangements. That type of music is 
|okay for the ballrooms and the 
matinee, pantywaisted audiences in 
theatres, but there should be con- 
siderable toning down for the night 
adult patronage. To those not fully 
hep to all the niceties of jive, the 
orch’s opening ‘Anvil Chorus,’ as one 
instance, must sound like every 
musician is oyt to outdo the other in 
|making the most noise. The sub- 
‘sequent orchestration of ‘Intermezzo’ 
is much more on the sweet side and 
at this first night catching was bet- 
ter received. 

Band, set up in sections of six 
brass, four reed and four rhythm, 
plus Brown’s own sax, is cracker- 
| Jack on sight as well as sound. From 
| reports, it has been augmented since 
!Brown played the Theatre-Cafe in 
, Chicago for around three months of 
| that spot’s five-month operation, and 
it’s obvious that the additions are 
good musicians. From the Strand, 
Brown goes to .the Log Cabin, 
Armonk, N. Y., roadhouse, for 12 
weeks. 

Supporting acts are all good, Bea 
| Wain, from radio’s ‘Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade,’ does well with ‘Amapola,’ 
and I,’ ‘Bounce Me 
| Brother With a Solid Four’ and 
|‘Deep Purple.’ She’s a name and 
| strong on the air, but not quite as 
effective in front of a live audience, 
where the mike restricts her, with 
the result that every tune is deliv- 
| ered in much the same manner. Her 
‘Hit Parade’ intro, incidentally, is a 
followup on Brown's own best nov- 
elty, a personal hit parade based on 
radio commercials and station sigra- 
tures, which is sung by Betty 
Bonney and one of the saxophonists. 
Windup has WNEW as the ‘No. 1 
| tunee,’ a nifty plug for Martin Block 
| plus a smart maneuver, politically, 
| for the band. 

Dixie Dunbar, a cute little trick 
| gets added effect by having four tall 
| boys hoofing behind and with her. 
| It’s a nice dancing flash with a cork- 

ing tap congarhumba finale. 

Show’s only comedy is contributed 
by Bob Williams, whose childlike 
exuberance and ‘exasperation’ with 
his finely trained rubber-boned dog, 
Red Dust, got howls at the last show 
| Friday night. Williams is a decided 

| Stage personality, attested to by the 
| fact that he holds and sells an audi- 





| 





Indianapolis, June 7. .| where the former ‘Scandals’ unit ap- 
‘Grandfather’s Follies’; Van Kirk,| peared, it might be well to make it 
Flora Duane, Equillo Brothers, Four! clear that the present show is new.! 
Kernels, Marquerite Hartwell, Rex| Ibee. | 
| Weber, Three Trojans, Gaiety Girls | 
| (8); ‘Cowboy and the Blonde’ (20th). 





| smartly and contributes a spot of his} 


Felice Iula House Orch (13); ‘Ad-|@nce with an act based strictly on 

venture in Washington’ (Col), | the slim thread of his own high- 
| nee aenogrel eaaaer. 

Nicely routine setup plays well and! ow, running 58 minutes, is fast 

builds as it unreels. Marshaled by | the pr Se gl acy Bigg casa 3 It's 

h 7 o- ‘ -TO-Ci arry our- 

Johnny Howard, who paces matters| fain, the stager leaving the Strand 





of Cookie Bowers, has possibilities, | Current bill goes back two gen- 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


| own later in the layout, show makes 





and could render great services as| 


stooge to any name comedian. Best 


of bunch is Dianne Darling in series 
Jack 


of impressions, including 
Warner, Garbo, and Gracie Fields. 


Eddie Lee, introduced by Levis as 


erations to get its title, ‘Grand- 
| father’s Follies.’ It’s a burlesque of 
| the gaslight era. 





| John Kirby Orch (6), 


Rastus 
| Murray, Dancing Debs 


(3), Bob| 


| for 


50 minutes of okay variety. 
House orch, batoned by Felice Iula, 
is again on stage and gives able 


Costumes run to checkered vests,| Howard, Bill Bailey, Viola Jefferson,| support to the acts. 


| boxtoed shoes and bowler hats for 


guest artist, was formerly a member | the gentlemen, and bustle skirts for 


of the Three Admirals, 


_House, which had been closed 
since the September blitz, reopened 
with local mayor and his lady in for 
opevng show. Biz was capacity 
both shows. With Levis in on 60% 
of the intake, furnishing the pro- 
gram, his slice should be around 
$1,500, which is very good amidst all 
these blitzes. Rege. 





TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, June 7. 
‘Crazy Show’ with Shaw and Lee 
Jackson and Nedra, Frances Wills, 
Russell Gordon, The Banfields (2); 


‘Cowboy and the Blonde’ (20th) 
screen, 





Tower continues its policy of book- 
ing unit shows for the time being, 
in lieu of its usual combining of 
standard acts with local production. 
This one, following the Ted Lewis 
outfit, faces a tough assignment and 
finds it too heavy. There’s some 
hard work by members of the dozen- 
or-so cast, but their extended efforts 
condensed to 35 minutes would put 
the show in much better light than 
the full hour skedded for it, 

Troupe is not without its redeem- 
ing moments. On this score, taps and 
tinystair stepping of Jackson and 
Nedra, deep baritoning of m.c. Rus- 
sell Gordon on ‘Without a Song’ and 
‘Stout Hearted Men,’ 
mixing comedy of Shaw and Lee are 


credit entries. The tennis ball bounc-! Friday (6). 


standard | 
vaude act here, and is reputed to| 
have been on Georgie Jessel’s radio 
or just before the war, in the 


| the ladies, with backdrops painted to 
depict scenes along Broadway 
} the 90s. But it 
|} even grandfather would have paid 


the proverbial 10c. to witness 62 min- 


| utes of running time so obviously | 


| lacking in entertainment value. Even 
| with the addition of two acts added 
| by the house the stage fare is not 
strong enough to bring in enough 
mazuma to cause any glee by the 


| money counters or by Duane and_| 


Leslie, producers of the unit. 


Van Kirk is the m.c. and comic of | 


| the show, but he needs material as 
much as he needs a delivery. 
Gaiety Girls, line of eight, go 
through their paces okay, appearing 
in a swimming suit number, as cow- 
| girls, and in a bridal number to 
| close. Flora Duane, one of the 
owners of the show, does a couple of 
dances with the girls. 


| The Four Kernels, vocal quartet, | 
|}appear in period costumes to sing | 


several songs reminiscent of the 
olden days. Hits of the company are 
the Equillo brothers, who lend a new 
twist to acrobatics. They appear in 


tune, then strip to working trunks 
and go through some nicely. done 


their song. 

| Other acts added by the house are 
here before. They are tops in 
tumbling, appearing in collegiate 
sweaters. Rex Weber is also a re- 
| peater, and socks with his double- 
| voiced singing. Also does a couple 





_ of tunes straight for good effect. En- 
| tire company sings ‘America’ with 
| Waving flag projected on screen for 
and hand-)| mittwinning finish. 


Biz light at third show opening day 
Kiley. 


in | 
is doubtful that | 


The | 


cowboy costumes and sing a hillbilly | 
handbalancing while they continue | 


Three Trojans, who have appeared | 


Jackie Mabley, Willie Bryant,’ ‘Meet 
Boston Blackie’ (Col.). 





Apollo dispenses with 


' its usual 
house line and drawn-out 


production 


and comedy sequences this week,|t 


running off its 100 minutes of stage 
doings as a string of vaude turns, 
tied together by capable m.c. Willie| 
Bryant. Switch is for the better. | 
| Whereas some of the Apollo’s stage | 
sessions made their long running 
times seem longer, this one takes the 
opposite tack. Its pace and pep 
nullify the length. 

One set is used throughout, the 
John Kirby combo backing all turns 
from the opening gun. Effort to 
speed things up splits up the Kirby 
offerings. Band, just about tops’ 
among the smaller outfits, clicks 
strongly with every tune it tries, 
Its colorful arrangements pack a lot 
of wallop into six pieces—piano, 
drums, clarinet, trumpet, alto sax 
and Kirby’s bass. | 

Opening bit puts audience into 
light mood, using new and effective 
comedian, Rastus Murray, foiled by 
Bryant. Comic slips over a package 
of clicky dialog and parodied vocals. 
to go off with a solid response. | 
Bryant works as foi! all the way and/| 
also chips in with a solo crack that 
shakes out unsfinted laughs. One of 
|his best bits is a recapitulation of, 
_ the recent Baer-Louis fight. | 
Dancing Debs, white trio of terp- 
| sters on an otherwise all-Negro bill, 
fit into the vaude scheme neatly. 
| Trio is a treat in -~“ion, kicking off 
good unison routines, nicely laid 
out, then finish with fast acro stunts. 
Good response. 

Bob Howard, on the air and in 


|his sam for years, is still offering 


his same routine of songs and piano, | 
but here makes it a bit more ef- 
fective with Harlem jive to which} 


Snappy opening by the Three Bilt- 
morettes, trio of femme tumblers 
| who work fast and to good response, 
precede Cortello’s Hollywood Mimics, 
smartly paced canine troupe. Varie- 
y of dogs whacks out funny impres- 
sions of film personalities under 
showmanly direction of Cortello, 
who’s in white tie and tails. 


Howard takes hold here for some | 
gagging and a jive vocal featuring a 
bit of hoofery, after which he gives | 


out with a camp meeting vocal which 
enlists audience support and a beg- 


off. Responds with dramatic imper-| 


sonation of an English soldier, a la 
Kipling, highly impressive in de- 
livery. Lad has a punch to his ma- 


terial and a knack for selling that! 


should lift him to more ambitious 
brackets. 

Allen and Kent are repeaters here 
but good for a series of well-earned 
bends. Opening 
tap by youthful boy and girl, act 
switches to oldtime buck and wing 
by elderly pair who later join with 
youngsters for fourway tapping and 
challenge contrasting the old and 
new. It’s a smart layout and made 
to order for family trade here. 


Dennis Day closes. Offstage re- 
cording: of some talk with Jack 
Benny brings him on to okay re- 
sponse, which takes real hold with 
opening vocal of ‘Amay/la’ in Eng- 
lish and Spanish, potent in special 
orchestra arrangement. Follows 
with ‘My Sister and I’ and ‘It All 
Comes Back to me Now,’ good for 
an encore of an Irish ditty, ‘Cockels 


and Mussels,’ n.s.g. Day has taken: 
,on considerable stage presence since 


last appearance here and contrives 
to keep in character of dumb lad 
made familiar to radio listeners. 
Has highly legit pipes, 


Biz just fair. Burm. 


with good tango} 


after doing the production for the 
| Guy Lombardo crew, opening June 
| 20. He’s done a consistently good 
}job here. Gourfain is quitting to 
spend some time on writing a play 
| with music, collaborating with Sid- 
|ney Fields. Les Morgan takes Gour- 
fain’s place. Scho. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 7. 
Tommy Tucker Orch (12) with 
Alan Holmes, Amy Arnell, Kerwin 
Somerville, Don Brown, Simone 
Simon, Wesson Bros., Stuart Morgan 
en (4); ‘Reaching for the Sun’ 
(Par). 








The fact that we’re still living in a 
democracy hits one right in the puss 
while ogling the Earle offering this 
sesh. For where else could a couple 
of guys get on a stage and Cari- 
| cature the President and his wife as 
do the Wesson brothers? 

The duo caps an excellent act with 
a twin takeoff of the White House 
occupants. It’s in dubious taste. 
After going through fireside chat 
routine and a high-pitched cackling 
imitation of the First Lady, the imi- 
tators wind up with the President 
and his wife jitterbugging offstage. 
|In view of the President’s infirmities, 

and the present world conditions, 
this entire routine could well be scis- 
sored. Some of the pewholders mut- 
tered resentment at this catching. 
'The rest of their turn is excellent 
and mirth-provoking. Tops is their 


takeoff on Edgar Bergen’ with 
Charlie McCarthy and Wendell 
Willkie. They could end their stint 


at this point very nicely. 

Simone Simon shows plenty of im- 
provement over her last appearance 
| here in the ill-fated “Three After 

Three’ musical, but she’s not yet a 
finished stage performer. She over- 
comes her greeness with a pleasing 


(Continued on page 41) 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


manner and a voice that’s not half 
bad. In addition she’s plenty good 
to look at, adding to her usual oomph 
with a close-fitting gown and a pro- 
vocative wriggle. — 

Her songs are ‘Chi-Chi-Castenango’ 
from ‘We the People,’ ‘My Sister and 
I, and ‘I Got to Get Hot.’ Her re- 
ception was exctllent. She’s a re- 
lief from the run-of-the-mine screen 
name making a p.a., refraining from 
the usual inane chatter about the 
picture colony. 

The Stuart Morgan Dancers are a 
clicky adagio team, three brawny 
guys in shorts and a tiny blonde 
blonde gal who gets tossed about like 
a medicine ball. The dame goes 
through difficult turns through the 
air with the greatest of ease and at 
one point is thrown almost clear 
across the stage. 

The rest of the 55-minute show is 
held down by Tommy Tucker’s band, 
filling its first big-time engagement 
in these parts. The band has a 
couple of bright spots, but could use 
a few more to become a real Class A 
stage attraction. 

Netting the bulk of the duke- 
pounding was the deadpan warbling 
of Kerwin Somerville, who does 
‘The Man Who Comes Around’ and 
‘Seven Beers with the Wrong 
Woman.’ Amy Arnell’s chanting of 
‘Papa’s in Bed With His Britches 
On’ also goes over big. Miss Arnell 
also teams with crooner Don Brown 
in a couple of numbers, their best 
being ‘You Walked By.’ 

Alan Holmes checks in nicely with 
a one-man band exhibition in which 
he seemingly plays every instrument 
in the book, plus a couple of weird 
looking noise-makers which no self- 
respecting swing aggregation ever 
cried. Holmes’ talent is very ap- 
parent, playing lowdown jive and 
operative airs with equal ability. 

Tucker’s crew tees off with a novel 
intro, playing beRind a scrim upon 
which a clock and a cuckoo are 
shown, tying in nicely with the 
band’s ‘tic-toc rhythm.’ 4 

House was almost filled at Satur- 
day (7) dinner show. Shal. 








Nitery Review 








BAL TABARIN, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 5. 
Paul Rosini, Cynda Glenn, Winter 
Sisters (3), Helene Hughes Line 
(10), Bob Saunders Orch (11). 








With biz off all over town, this top 
Frisco nitery is still getting the 
cream. Current show can’t equal the 
draw power of the last (headed by 
Sophie Tucker), but the spot was 
better than half full by 9:30 night 
caught (5). 

Raised floor assures all-around 
visibility for the entertainment, run- 
ning around 40 minutes and timed 
for 9:30 and midnight. Helene 
Hughes’ line opens the proceedings, 
then the Three Winter Sisters, 
tumblers. One is on the hefty side, 
but all rate neatly. 

Cynda Glenn, on next, is lanky 
redhead in low-hanging black. In- 
troduces her own numbers, first of 
which is lampoon on_ imported 
French yodelers. Actually there’s 
more business than singing, Miss 
Glynn climbing all over the piano 
and making ample uSe of her limber 
frame to strike grotesque positions. 
Comedienne also does a drunken deb 
that’s full of chuckles. Dances with 
an Imaginary partner and then gets 
into a knockout routine with her 
flexible arms which she literally ties 
in knots behind her head, creating 
illusion of hands belonging to some- 
body else. Every drink makes this 
one look better. Sum total, a re- 
sounding comedy hit. 

Miss Glenn bows off to make way 
for Paul Rosini, magico, tall, dark 
and flirty. His entire routine is three 
tricks here, but he gives ‘em produc- 
tion, carrying on banter with the 
audience. He’s plenty smooth and 
S0es over big. 

_Latin-American routine by the 
line polishes things off. Band now 
being used is new here, Bob Saun- 
ders being a University of California 


boy. He makes an okay appearance | 


but still isn’t entirely at home as an 


m.c. His intros are brief and stiff.) 


Current program stays for another 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 40. 


EMBASSY, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 5. 

..The Camerons (2), Billy Lighton, 
Caro Miller, Chuck O’Hara, Alice 
Hewlitt, Dick Crosby, Rayburn 
Dancers (6), Jay Brower with 
House Orch (7); <Nobody’s Children’ 
(Col) and ‘Friendly Neighbors’ 
(Rep). 








With attendance building week by 
week, this spot is now mulling an 
extension of the vaude_ revival 
sume five weeks ago to cover more 

ays. 

This week’s edition of ‘Night Club 
Follies’ maintains the pace previously 
|set. Opener is Chuck O’Hara, tum- 
| bler who not only flip-flops smoothly 
but explains the twisters and round- 
offs to the cuStomers, Makes a nice, 
clean-cut appearance. Caro Miller, 
magico, deuces, making for a good- 
| looking act although his stuff is more 
|or less routine. Finishes by switch- 
|ing to vibraharp for a solo. Things 
went wrong at the opener, A pigeon 
| parked in the organ grille to coo for 
the rest of the day, and Miller 
couldn’t get-together with the orch 
on his music. Vibraharp was out for 
| succeeding shows, although the un- 
| synchronized solo got over okay. 
| The Camerons, boy-girl comic 
dance team, had better luck. Boy 
especially lands, limberlegging and 
mugging for laughs. Both work hard 
and had to beg off. Pair use some 
gag patter but anything on the blue 
side is ruled out here as it’s resented 
by the unsophisticated Embassy pa- 
trons. Customers also liked Billy 
Lighton, ventriloquist, interrupting 
with applause when he had the 
dummy imitating Lionel Barrymore 
and Winchell. Lighton himself did 
not seem at ease, but tossed multiple 
voices all over the place with no 
visible lip movements, topping high- 
salaried counterparts in that respect. 
_ the a.k.s present thought he was 
| great. 
| Rayburn Dancers, from the trans- 
bay Kona Club, are making their 
third stand here and do nicely, with 
| Alice Hewlett breaking away from 
the line to do a can-can solo in black 
midway. 

House gags this week include in- 
troduction of Dick Crosby, assistant 
manager and ten-win wheel spinner, 
as a tenor soloist. Chap formerly 
sang in radio and gets over. For 
payoff, he tells audience that m.c. 
Jay Brower is also a singer, latter 
pantomiming to what proves to be 
Crosby's voice via offstage mike. The 
'band’s novelty puts the boys in 
‘femme costume for a _  dancing- 
around-the-world stunt which the 
mob lapped up. Roof-shaker is tooter 
Floyd Robertson’s fan dance in pink 
| winter woolies and corn-tassel wig. 
|Guy is a natural clown and is just 
| wasting his time as a musician. He 
|and Brower finish with a deadpan 
| song and : dance number in red 
dresses which would be a riot at con- 
| ventions, It’s informal stuff like this 
; which is building an audience of 
' regulars here. Wern. 


New Mo. Blue Laws 


St. Louis, June 10. 

Nitery and jukebox biz in Mis- 
|souri was seriously threatened last 
| week when the Missouri State Sen- 
|ate passed two measures which, if 
jadopted by the House, will cripple 
| both enterprises. One of the meas- 
|ures prohibits mechanical music de- 
| vices in places where intoxicating or 
even 3.2 beer is sold, although radios 
| are not barred. 


| The other bill bans music, dancing 
j;and floor shows in places where in- 
| toxicating liquor is sold, except un- 
der permit obtained from the State 


| Supervisor of Liquor Control. 



































| Bills Next Week 


—te continued from page 39 














Billy Kelly Phil Saltman Ore 
Jack Manning Larry Adler 

| Al Lewis Cole's Debutantes 
Victor Donato Valero Sis 

Adelie Corev y 

Rita Henderson Ken 


Brett & Young 
Diane & Deboris 

Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 


Billy Mack Ore 
Latin Quarter 


Tony Bruno Ore 





month. Wern, | Evalyn Harvey 
Hotel Lafayette 


Noblemen 


Jack Johnson Angling [3222S 


Hotel Sheraton 


Cookie Faye 

Lew Walter Rev 
Tom Foran 
Tiffany Sis 

Don Julian & M 
Harry Spear 
Latin Ballet 
Radio Herb Lew: 


__Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 





° ° e (Sky Garden) 
or itery In Detroit Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Eddie O’'Hearn Ore : 
| Johnny Turnbull <— yy i ter Ore 
. oris Abbott 
(Cafe Rouge) =| Aji-e O'Leary 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore | Leslies 





Detroit, June 10. 

Jack Johnson, former heavyweight | 

re of the world, now 62, is in | 

etroit angling for the purchase of need Charles & Barba: 
a night club, Deal had been going “neu Gai) Raymond Pike 
on quietly for an outlying spot but | Jimmy McHale Ore | 20" Francisee 





| Harry Drake Rev 


The Cave 


became known when he picked UP | Roof Garden Gi 
a traffic ticket and in court told the!waay & Eddy ph 
judge reason for his being in town. a ig A pag ecpare renee 
- ral Sane amar: orlv 
Present heavyweight champ, Joe Mesa «akg , | Doris Abbott 
Louis, also has an interest in a nitery |" "” Fite Conletom! Adrians 


(Ritz Roof) | Raymond Pike 
here, The Brown Bomber’s. Carlos Molinas Orc |Charles & Barbara 


Ralph Porras Ore 











N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up 


Tommy Dorsey’s hard-driving style 
at the Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y., is ap- 
parently what they want, regardless 
of its cacophony. However, he wouid 
do well to moderate the jive, es- 
pecially at the dinner sessions. None 
the less, the Roof’s business is well 
nigh sensational from a gross stand- 
point, and that’s what Bob Christen- 
berry best likes to go by. 








The Ashburns, as proficient as they 
are with their ballroomology at the 
Rockefeller Center’s Rainbow Grill, 
have yet to master the ‘champagne 
hour’ technique. Their idea of an 
ABC (Argentine-Brazil-Cuba) em- 
phasis for the Latinesque terps is all 
right but there isn’t as much color 
and change of pace as when the 
polka and Viennese waltzes are 
essayed, Only when the conventional 
waltzing was introduced at the ses- 
sion caught, did the tempo improve. 
Otherwise, the hard-working and en- 
gaging couple had tough going al- 
though, in justice to the situation, it 
seemed an unusually lethargic turn- 
out. None the less, it’s patent that 
the tango and samba are too qui- 
escent. It does really call for a lively 
conga or rhumba, with variations of 
fast-whirling polka and Viennese 
waltz, which their pedecessors have 
done, to get best results. Their 
hemispheric solidarity keynote was 
better showmanship, on paper, than 
it panned out. Their regular pres- 
entation ballroomology, on the other 
hand, is deft and showmanly. Russ 
Smith’s new band is smooth and 
compelling. 





Hildegarde continues the No. 1 cafe 
name of New York at the Savoy- 
Plaza. She has now assumed more 
and more ‘sophistication’ with bal- 
lads such as ‘Time Was,’ a nifty ditty 
by her manageress Anna Sosenko 
(who also gave Hildegarde the now 
w.k. ‘Darling, Je Vous Aime Beau- 
coup’). Emile Petti is the new septet, 
as sprightly a band as the preceding 
Bob Grant unit. 





Sammy Kaye and his corps of 
Kayedettes are really giving out 
sweet swing-and-sway music at the 
Essex House, N.Y., with report this 
hostelry is once more to the fore, as 
result of this pat booking. The for- 
tunes of the Essex’s Casino-on-the- 
Park are particularly marked, rang- 
ing from unusual depths to extraor- 
dinary peaks, depending on the ex- 
tent that Oscar Wintrab wants to un- 
loosen the pursestrings. When he 
does, and he books the right band 
attractions, such as Kaye, he never 
misses. . Abel. 





New Acts in Niteries | 








JEAN SABLON 
Songs 

20 Mins. 

Versailles, New York 


Jean Sablon more or less gum- 
shoed into the Club Versailles, prob- 
ably because he was modestly- 
budgeted and came in at the thresh- 
hold of the summer, no-couvert, no- 
minimum policy, but he proved the 
class surprise of the season to boni- 
faces Nick, Arnold, Alfred, Robert, 
et al. He drew the South Ameri- 
can diplomatique in impressive num- 
bers, and gave the class Versailles 
nitery an ultra tone that was a blend 
of those last-time-I-saw-Paris days. 
It was more like a Cannes gala in 
turnout than an East 50th street 
(Manhattan) night club opening. 

No stranger in America, the 
‘French Bing Crosby,’ as NBC first 
heralded him a couple of seasons 
a@zo, finally came into his own in the 
niteries. He was given a radio build- 
up on NBC v.p. John Royal’s recom- 
mendation, and the best Sablon got 
was a spot in the Shubert revue, 
‘Streets of Paris,” where Carmen 
Miranda’s American debut made 
Sablon’s ditto a No. 2 act. 


He went to South 


America, 


|whammed ’em in Rio and B. A., 


former 


iwhere_ the Francophile 
| Latin-Americans knew of Sablon via! 
his disks and in-person catchings in 
a yesteryear tourism to France, 
which accounted for the extraordi- 
nary South American representation 
at the Thursday (5) premiere. 

Thus, this date marks his first 


North American cafe booking, on the | 


heels of his click in S. A. And he 
brings to the class American cafes a 
refreshing front, a surefire assort- 
ment of songs, and a telling nitery 
personality that should carry him 
far in the nocturnal entertainment 
field. Onstage he has already proved 
himself, despite the Miranda eclips- 


jing, and for pictures he is person- 


able enough to make par for male 
pulchritude course. He reminds a 
bit of Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., with 
that clipped mustache front. 

Anybody with a billing like the 
‘French Bing Crosby’ has a bit of a 
hurdle to overcome, but Sablon 
clears all the jumps with plenty to 
spare. Speaking of Bing, like Crosby 
he’s just of average height, but he 
wisely offsets that by utilizing a 
pedestal on which to work. This 
immediately creates an illusion of 
stature, besides making him fully 
visible to all in the room. 

From then he does the book and 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to réprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. ; 








(Reprinted from Variety of June 10, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





If ever there was an all-American, all-around perfect vaudeville bill put 
together, this show makes it. - 

There isn’t a right element in the game that isn’t generously woven into 
the many-hued texture of the entertainment. It has names, beautiful girls, 
voices, singing, dancing, spectacle, novelties, surprises, old favorites, new 
faces, and that greatest and first factor—comedy. Every act is out-and-out 
comedy, even the opening and closing turns. And it is all comedy with 
talent, not just parrot-like recitations of other people’s humor by uninspired 
manikins who chance to pick the stage instead of the garage. There are 
five headline acts out of eight. 

Never in his long experience as a vaudevillegoer has this reviewer heard 
such continuous applause-approval at a regular program performance. A 
key to the spirit of it is given in the one fact that Chic Sale and Tom Patri- 
cola came back in the closing act and clowned and worked for fully six 
minutes, each having changed entire wardrobe for this alone. That closing 
act, George Brown’s Pedestrianism, engaged in all 11 people; Gus Edwards 
used 25. Throughout, 40 performers appeared. 

Edwards scored the prolonged wallop of the night, if any decision can 
be given on what appeared an eight-act dead heat. From rise to his sixth 
encor: this well-loved songster, composer, showman and kid-presenter 
was cheered and handclapped. His revue is pretentious, breezy, a-buzz 
with pretty girls (big ones, too) and alive with Edwards’ keen yet whole- 
some personality. Closing intermission it was thunderously recalled for 
specialties and ensembles until the players were weary. He has two great 
boys—a stepper and a little Scotch imitator, It is far and away the biggest 
and worthiest thing Edwards has ever given the theatre. 

Three Bobs, with their convulsing ball-catching crow—that solemn bird 
with the fine contempt for humanity and efficient attention to its business— 
and the impressive bulldog, opened. There was a clatter from the half- 
assembled house which was rapidly filling up and was about set for Harry 
and Grace Ellsworth. 

Miss Ellsworth was ‘in’ before she had passed the entrance two feet, on 
appearance and smile—a healthy, hearty western girl, dressed to break up 
a home. The modest boy beside her was snowed under—yes he was— 
until he danced. Stopping the show in the first three minutes of the No. 2 
act is a bit of a stunt, and Ellsworth did it with ease on his ridiculously 
effortless Russian dancing, showing up so many of the others who sweat 
for the applause which this style of stuff usually gets and which it drew 
here more heavily than usual in so unseemly a period and with so little 
strain. Miss Ellsworth sang a ditty, changed and joined him, this time 
with less raiment and more charms, and a double dance with splits and 
more difficult terps got these youngsters off to a smash and a crash that 
lived through five bows. 

Tom Patricola got a royal hello and whaled into his lumbersome fooling. 
He was up and over, when on tripped one Irene Delroy, about as nifty a 
bimbo as ever let a comic whang her on the bare back for a laugh. That 
wasn’t all. She turned, she smiled and she threw open at that gasping 
audience a dimple which is destined to be as famous as Frankie Bailey’s 
thing-things and Kitty Gordon’s spinal area. Woof and wow went the 
laughs, and bang after bang went Pat’s crazy dancing, and at the end, 
when Miss Delroy had come on in black abbreviateds, it was a riot. Fol- 
lowing a girl-and-man song-and-dance act in ‘one’ with another would be 
thought poor placing. Nobody even noticed it except technical trades 
people. If it slowed up Patricola and that girl it was a blessing, for they 
break up the first half as it was, and only Gus Edwards could have fol- 
lowed them as he did, completing the ruin and leaving the intermission to 
act as a period of rest and recovery. 

The audience was in such high humor that it screamed at the Topics, 
and when Chic Sale made his masterly entrance as the minister he got 
howls that almost stopped him with surprise. But they didn’t stop him 
long. He went after it and got bigger ones. Sale was in very bad voice, 
evidently suffering from a cold, and did a brief turn as compared with 
his usual series. As the fast-living young rural hick and the old codger 
with the ‘tuby’ he scored decisively, then retired with apologies. William 
and Joe Mandel (William Mandel and Co. are billed so now) knocked it 
for a goal and an encore in ‘one’ on first Palace appearance, the top peak 
of their eastern invasion after conquering the Orpheum Circuit. 

Miss Patricola (sister Isabelle) followed all this, all alone. To those who 
did:’t know her it must have caused a momentary gasp of doubt. To those 
who did it was a foregone cinch. Just such an audience is just duck soup 
for the singing, syncopating, always-on-her-toes, fiddling Patricola. Her 
opening song had her home by a mile, and after that it kept rising until 
her exit had the crowd in an uproar. Tom returned with her and bowed 
and fooled, and it rose higher. The show was stopped cold when Brown's 
music was hit up, and the applause gave way only on the athlete’s en- 
trance, in sympathy, for it seemed cruel to pass such a job toa closing turn, 

Cruel? Brown's eloquent speech could have been thrown away. The 
audience remained in only to see what would happen to him, anyway. 
Here is what happened: He got started with his four boy plants, and there 
were giggles; his two girl plants got boisterous laughs; on came Tom 
Patricola from the first entrance and challenged anybody in the house, 
and down the aisle, dressed as a bumpkin, stalked Sale. All main-floor 
sitters got up to see, and while they were up they yelled. The pantomime 
and the actual walking race (they did two full laps despite kohum and 





| aside business) had the mob in a convulsion of glee. Then Brown sprung 
his pretty partner and the race was watched with interest. 
It was the first time that Patricola and her brother ever met on one bill. 


It is the last time, probably, that they will ever meet on such a bill. Lait. 


hungry for extra! are minor details. In sum and sub- 
libretto runs the’ stance he’s a resounding click. 

| gamut from ‘J’Attendrai’ (one of his 

| special disk hits) to ‘Sister and I,’ | oo 

| which by lyrical analogy achieves the | BETTY KEAN 

| purpose of pointing up nostalgia and With Jane Kean 


|leaves ’em 
(chapters. The 
Abel. 


yesteryear charm. There are touches 
of ‘April in Paris,’ there’s a pretty 


Frenchy number in slow and jive 
treatment; a couple of Spanish and 
Portuguese excerpts, holdovers from 
the South American bookings, and 
withal a very fetching repertoire 


to extraordinary returns. His 
clickety-clackety fiacre number is a 
particularly noteworthy feature of 
his repertoire. 


waltz: song, ‘Banks of the Seine,’ a} 


that held the room fully 20 minutes | 


Sablon is a bit of a mike-clutcher, | 


| 8 Mins. 
| Versailles, New York 
Betty Kean is recently out of the 
| Broadway revue, ‘Crazy With the 
| Heat.’ She’s a tapstering comedi- 
|enne who has been around and is 
| quite seasoned for almost any audi- 
'ence values. At the Versailles Club 
she has sister Jane Kean, a younger 
| blonde, for assist, latter emphasizing 
| rhythmic singing with tunes such as 
| ‘Blow Gabriel’ and ‘S’Wenderful,’ but 
| Betty Kean, of course, with her ec- 
centric comedy tap-dancing is the 
fulcrum. 

Between the two they manage a 


which should be corrected, as should | 


also the idea of holding it so close to! deft interlude on any cafe floor, the 
his mouth as to shadow his person-| finale seeing both of them in a 
ality. He'd be wise, for personality | rhythmic off-to-Buff. Spotted before 
purposes, to sing over it, than into | Jean Sablon, star of the show, they 
it so assiduously. He certainly seems | are particularly telling as an entr’ 
to possess the resonance, but these’ acte. Abel. 
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Bway Off Another 
A Dud, $3,000, 


10%; Snookie 
Tee, 14G, Will Fold 





Nearly all of Broadway dropped 
down another 10% last week. Rain 
on two days was responsible. Clear, 


warm Saturday sent matinees away 
down, but night attendance was ex- 
cellent. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
evue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
(Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (22d 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Some ex- 
ceptions to the downward trend and 
this is one; gross for the sock 
comedy again over $16,000, about all 
it can get. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (17th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Evening business started 
out excellently, considering the go- 
ing, and the week, while somewhat 
off, went well over the $10,000 mark. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(142d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Per- 
centage of decline about normal here 
with takings around $18,000; that’s 
lenty for revue, which operates at 
fittle cost. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (R- 
8,087; $2.75). Going off Saturday 
after playing 30 weeks with a 
month’s interruption; due to resume 
next month; down under $14,000. 


‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (38th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Production 
being cut with idea of touring next 
season; also further cast changes in- 
dicate nearing end of engagement: 
$4,000 estimated. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1,375; 
$4.40). Will suspend for summer 
after this week; leader still playing 
to capacity plus standees with gross 
over $31,500; has played 20% weeks; 
due to relight Sept. 1. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (82d 
week) (C-1,005; -$3.30). Eased off 
further, with gross bit less than $13,- 
500, but that is real coin for long- 
run comedy and better gross than 
most others. 


‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperia! (54th 
week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Flirted with 
$15,000 mark last week, which was 
new low for former musical leader; 
if business picks up will play through 
July. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (86th week) (C-1,013; $2.20). 
Pop scale has not improved gross 


as expected, but price should help | 
when summer influx starts; around | 


$7,000; about even break. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (24th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Nearing 
sixth month mark; although affected 
like most others, is still making 
goodty profit; around $11,000. 


‘Native Son,’ St. James (11th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Slipped to around 
$9,500, which is new low for play; 
claimed to better even break at tha’ 
level. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (24th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). With the musical 
field shortened business should pick 
up here and good summer antici- 
pated; off again, however; $16,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (32d 
werk) (M-1,347; $4.40). Expected to 
regain leadership after this week, 
what with suspension of ‘Lady in the 


Dark’; not much off and claimed 
around $24,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (63d 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Is outlast- 


ing plenty of shows that opened this 
past season; geared to 
modest money and shows a material 
profit so far; but under $5,000. 


‘Snookie,’” Golden (ist week) 
(C-789; $2.75). Panned; playing by 


the grace of cut rates; first seven 
times rated under $3,000. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(7th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Claimed 
to have earned back production out- 
lay, but that’s doubted along Broad- 
way; modest coin from start; esti- 


| mated under $5,000, but may stick. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
(28th week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Has not 
had a losing week and exepcted to 
stick through summer or longer; 
eased off with field; $11,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (10th 
week) (D-1,214: $3.30). Season’s 
best drama with war background 
sailing along to virtual capacity al- 
most throughout week: hardly af- 
fected and close to $19,000. 


Revival 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(13th week) (C-1,402; $3.30). Wind- 
ing up an excellent engagement for 
old Shavian comedy; topped the 
straight plays for time; off again 
with the field; around $13,000. 


‘ACCENT 5G, CHI: 
‘ARSENIC, 126 


—_— -— 





Chicago, June 10. 

Chicago’s shows are just ‘going 
along’ at this time. Trade in most 
of the spots is sufficient to keep 
away those closing notices. 

Newcomer of last week, ‘Accent on 
Youth,’ with Sylvia Sidney and 
Luther Adler, drew pretty good 
notices and word-of-mouth, yet the 
$1.50 top show is not getting much 
b.o. action, 

With the Auditorium due to shut- 
ter at the end of this month, it has 
been decided to move ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
into the Erlanger Sunday (15), 


Estimates for Last Week 





operate to} 
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IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
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Mgt.: WM. KENT 

















1776 B’way. New York 








| ‘Accent on Youth,’ Selwyn (ist 
|} week) (1,000; $1.65). Good notices 
| and comment, but failed to stimulate 
much activity at the wicket. Finished 
initial session at $5,000. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand (9th 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Again in the 
money smartly at $12,000. Will stick 
around for some time. 

*‘Hellzapoppin,’ Auditorium (4th 
week) (4,000; $3.30). Will go five 
weeks in this mammoth house and 
then shift into the loop’s Erlanger. 








Has been idling here; again $19,000. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (16th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Holding up 


| well and indicates ability to stick 
| around: $11,000. 


| 








Los Angeles, June 10. 

| Los Angeles Civic Light Opera as- 
| sociation’s annual four-week season 
jat the Philharmonic Auditorium 
| winds up next Saturday (14) with 
final performance of ‘Cabin in the 
Sky,’ with Ethel Waters and original 
New York cast. 

Association last week presented 
‘The Chocolate Soldier’ as its third 
operetta of the season and, despite 
the ordinary production, managed to 
garner $36,000. Jump in gross was 
largely due to an increase of top 
boxoffice scale to $3, the presence at 
the head of the cast of John Charles 
Thomas and the fact that the effair 
is a civic venture and as such draws 
| patronage which might otherwise 
| come in dribbles instead of droves. 


‘People’ $14,000, Better 














Boston, June 10. 

Playing the town solo last week, 
‘Meet the People’ found enough cus- 
tomers to boost the take over the 
initial week and remains at least 
one more. 

For its second week ‘People’ rang 
up a healthy $14,000. Notices went 
out last week, but expectations are 
now for a four-week run here, 


‘Vinegar’ Sour 6G in S.F. 


San Francisco, June 10. 


Third week of ‘Vinegar Tree’ 
(Billie Burke) at Henry Duffy’s Al- 
cazar had tough sledding at esti- 
mated $5,800. Comedy goes a fourth 
week regardless, with Francis Led- 
erer’s ‘No Time for Comedy’ bowing 
in (19). 

Operetta, ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ which 
opened last night (9) at the Curran 
with John Charles Thomas, will be 
held two weeks instead of one as in 
case of the two previous productions 











in this series, 


THOMAS’ ‘CHOC SOLDIER’ 
‘PULLS $36,000 IN L. A. 





Play Out of Town 











NEW ORLEANS 


St. Louis, June 5. 
Operetta by Oscar Hammerstein, It, and 


Sigmund Romberr; music, Romberg; book 
and lyrics, Hammerstein; book staged by 
Robert Ross; ensemble numbers staged by 
Jack Donohue; orch directed by Jacob 
Schwartzdorf; choreography, Theodore 
Adolphus and Al White, Jr.; settings, Wit- 


costumes, Eaves; produced 
under the personal direction of Richard 
Berger; presented by the Municipal The- 
atre Assn. of St. Louis, at Al Fresco the- 
atre, Forest Park, St. Louis, opening June 
5, ‘41 


son Barratt; 


John Claiborne... cccccecssees James Newill 
RMRIER.. ccccodsvscredessseessesé Ethel Levey 
PRGREAR.. cc vc cceesccveccsorsesece Dorothy Lee 
PPOTERER ss 0 s-06000000600000000 August Aramini 
Senator Fontaine.......... Joseph Macaulay 
MON, 6s a6eecenedncvoeeses eens Leroy. Busch 
Bom]... cccesccscccccecccscess Emil Wachter 
GeOrTReB. ..ccsecccvccceseeves: Bob Lawrence 
FJACQUCS..w aoe scccccccccecece Dudley Harder 
Judge Martineau......+-.. Frederic Persson 
Marie Sauvinet...ccccccsess Muriel Angelus 
Dommimique...cccccccccscecescess Tom Ewell 
COTO. . c cesrcccccssoccccvecese Helen Claire 
Mme. Fonteaine.......c0++ss0% Ruth Urban 
Mme. Martineau........ Jeanne Gustavison 
William Marshall...........-. Jack Donohue 
Madeleine TaFrentere........ Joan Roberts 
a Se | rere Edgar Philips 
PRAMICACOIN.. oo cc cvcococccccssens Earl Scholl 
Achille Caresse......eee- ..William O'Neal 
B BOG < 6606474 6h0sb tees Howard Freeman 





The latest Romberg-Hammerstein 
collaboration, ‘New Orleans,’ an 
unusually tuneful dramatic operetta, 
proved such a solid click in its world 
preem in the al fresco theatre in 
Forest Park that Max Gordon, New 
York producer, who was among 10.- 
000 who saw the opening perform- 
ance, announced that he would do 
the show for Broadway next fall. 
Among the 17 new songs unveiled 
during the performance are several 
that seem destined to become faves 
after their debut on the air and on 
waxes, Show has fine film possibili- 
ties, 


‘New Orleans’ has everything, the 
dramatic moments being convinc- 
ingly presented, a wealth of sprightly 
lines, colorful costumes and sets and 
routines by the line of 24. Revolving 
stage enables the changing of scenes 
rapidly. Story is a romantic triangle 
of New Orleans in 1852. 

Muriel Angelus, English actress, 
for whom the local organization ob- 
tained special permission from 
Equity for her to appear in the 
piece, and James Newill, a handsome 
sixfooter, score solidly in their lead 
roles, both vocally and dramatically. 
Ethel Levey is a runnerup, with 
Joseph Macaulay, Howard Freeman, 
Dorothy Lee, Helen Claire and Tom 
Ewell also clicking. This is in the 
nature of a comeback for Miss 
Levey. Watson Barratt designed 
eye-filling sets. 

Songs that had all the Romberg 
melodic touch and seem to be hits 
are ‘Lord,’ a Negro spiritual; ‘Ob- 
serve the Bee,’ a novelty number; 
“My Girl and I,’ ‘Let Me Live Today,’ 
‘This Night Will Seem Long Ago,’ 
and ‘Call It a Dream.’ 

Among those who scouted the 
piece were Laurence Schwab, John 
Shubert, son of J. J. Shubert; Otto 
Harbach, Howard Reinheimer, coun- 
sel for the Municipal Theatre Assn.; 
Georgette Cohan, daughter of George 
M. Cohan and Ethel Levey. A large 
delegation from New Orleans also 
was in the mob that neared the SRO 
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point. Sahu. 
Farce in three acts by Thomas A, John- 
stone; songs and jingles by Thomas A 
Johnstone and William B Friedlander; 
staged by William B. Friedlander; setting, 
Frederick Fox; presented at John Golden 
theatre, N. Y., June 3, °41; $3.30 top. 
NE ner seenkeeebaesee kas John McCauley 
UD. oa vs Pe cndeetsveése sks Eddie Nugent 
POON snio ts C4> te eabers connate Roy Johnson 
EONS JOMOB..0004600000806> Daniele Porise 
6.4.) eee Angi O. Poulos 
BM Sy eek kcube ecceesss---JUlie Stevens 
| Quigley. .ceccces --..William Harrigan 
QUINCY: .ccccece -.-John Hetherington 
kf, | BS er ne oe Florenz Ames 
COONS 6 up 540600 200%s-005 ..John Kirk 
ee) Betty Jane Smith 
ee, eens Lawrence Weber 
ee. TET <5 ce venecesdcnescevt Jack Hartley 
Path SONNE, 600.66.000666060% ..-Lou Lubin 
| eer ree .--J. C. Nugent 


anything more dismal 
than a dirty farce that doesn’t jell, 
it isn’t immediately apparent to any- 
one who has just endured ‘Snookie.’ 
For this fly-speck comedy attempt 
that officially opened the 1941-42 
season has the dubious distinction of 
being one of the most depressing 
Broadway episodes within recollec- 
tion. Even Olsen and Johnson, the 
‘Hellzapoppin’ impresarios who pre- 
sented it, removed their names from 
the program the day before the 
opening. That left the cast and au- 
dience holding the bag—and their 
noses. 

For the record, the title ‘Snookie’ 
refers to a baby in a comic-strip. 
Other matters of the play’s leering 
treatment are a bumpkin would-be 
comic-strip artist and assorted ‘ghost 
artists’ who wear strange costumes, 
play musical instruments and do vir- 
tually everything except work in the 
office of a New York newspaper 
(libelously rumored to be the old 
World). There’s also a_ test-tube 
baby, an ingenue, intermittent prac- 
tical jokes and a character called 
Stupid Stella, who rides a scooter on 





stage and does irrelevant song-and- 


Inside Stuff —Legit 


Fellow. Equity councillors questioned the propriety of Dudley Digges 
in strongly supporting the opposition ticket during a meeting of the 
independent supporters, who highlighted his speech in campaign litera- 
ture. They contend that as a member of council he should have backed 
up the regular ticket, which that body had accepted. Present at the same 
pre-election session were Winifred Lenihan and Peggy Wood, who at- 
tended as observers and to answer questions. 

Digges was born in Dublin and was with the Abbey Players before 
he came to America. He was one of the early Equity members having 
joined in 1913. When Equity adopted its first alien actor rules, Digges 
was required to fill out a questionnaire, according to which he had not 
been naturalized up to 1928. Not known whether he has since become a 
citizen. 








One of the points agreed upon between the authors and managers in the 
revision of the extended five-year basic agreement is a provision to ex- 
pedite action on part of the Dramatists Guild, when producers and in- 
dividual authors are in assent over temporary changes in their contracts. 
Case in point is when business is not up to expectations, or the play nears 
the end of a run, the author may agree to a reduction-of royalty to keep 
the show going, but such deals must have the okay of the Guild. 

Sometimes the manager could not reach the proper Guild official and no 
answer could be obtained within a reasonable time. New clause stipu- 
lates that the Guild rule on such matters within 48 hours from the time 
application for the change is made. 





Monday (9) ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music Box, N. Y., played 
its 700th performance, being the 11th show to have achieved or bettered 
that run mark on Broadway. It is the second show presented by Sam 
H. Harris and written by George S. Kaufman to have come within such a 
winning circle, the other being ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ ‘Lightnin’,’ “The Bat,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Three 
Men on a Horse,’ ‘The First Year’ and ‘Seventh Heaven’ were eight of the 
others. Of these, three had John Golden in on the production end— 
‘Lightnin’,’ ‘First Year’ and ‘Heaven.’ 

The 11th Show was ‘The Ladder,’ which ran on and on, despite suspend- 
ing now and then for rewriting, but it never charged admission. 





Walter Greaza, assistant executive secretary of Equity, and his wife, 
Mary Young, have gone on vacation to his home in St. Paul. They will 
visit his parents, who celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary Sunday 
(15). Greaza is a graduate of the University of Minnesota. 


‘FATHER’ $22,000, SETS | FG]T THEATRE 
cane see | PLAN WITH 
STATE BR. 


Hanging up what is reported to be 
Equity’s leader Bert Lytell has di- 




















Outline of the plan calls for a 
junior branch, if the state assents, 
so that embryo ‘players may have 
an opportunity of being seen in per- 
formance. This is the second recent 
proposal of theatres being sponsored 
| by the various states, Robert Porter- 


Father’ rung up an estimated $22,000 
in its initial week at the Cass here. 
The figure for the Dorothy Gish- 
In hitting the $22,000 figure, 
earned in eight performances at 
$2.75 top, ‘Father’ also broke the i 
it was felt that a Government-aided 
A : movement such as the Federal The- 
Children,’ previous record-holder. atre Project has little chance of 
Balk Police Move To the new proposal includes Louis 
Schaffer, of Labor Stage, and it is 
tthew J. Woll, vice- 
Curb L. A. Theatres that Matthew 
Los Angeles, June 10. | as favoring such a venture. 
Police control of filrn and legit | 
theatres was blocked by Norris J. | 
clared that the power to revoke show 
permits belongs to the courts, and 
not to the police commissioners, 
the permit of any theatre if, in its|a lecture tour. Barter theatre ac- 
opinion, the performance is lewd, in- | cepts farm products and other mate- 
decent or contrary to the publicjrials for admission. Latest plan 
board required wider powers to in- | on Broadway. 
sure clean entertainment, and was| proposed state theatre could not be 
supported in his contention by Arch-| accomplished in New York until 
blum, representing Actors Equity | that various theatrical organizations 
and the American Federation of will in the meantime approach vari- 
Radio Artists; Fred W. Beetson, Pro- | ous legislators who will be asked to 


the biggest week ever grossed by 

Louis Calhern troupe was said to top 
vulged a plan for a state-supported 

house record at that price scale, 
getting the nod from Congress in 
president of the American Federa- 

Nelson, chairman of police and fire | 
Commission sought an ordinance | field, of the Barter, Abingdon, Va., 
good. Henry Bodkin, president of} would have regular admission fees, 
bishop John J. Cantwell. Backing up | acted upon when the assembly con- 
ducers Association; Kenneth Thom-| jntroduce and back the sequired 








Joe Glick and Edgar MacGregor NORMAN 
| have a play they hope to produce. HARRIS 
dance numbers. There is, in fact, 
everything but a laugh. d 
William B. Friedlander, an accom- vi 
plice on the songs and jingles, has SYLVIA 


any company of the show, ‘Life With 
even New Year week figures. 
theatre, idea having developed when 
moving $1,300 ahead of ‘My Dear 
the near future. Those interested in 
tion of Labor, has expressed himself 
committee in City Council, who de- | 
granting it the authority to revoke | have suggested such a plan while on 
the commission, insisted that the} but at prices mueh less than those 
Councilman Nelson were I. B. Korn- | venes next winter, but it is expected 
son, Screen Actors Guild, and Homer 


statutes. 
I. Mitchell and Alfred Wright, at- | tigencnintnasaaesataanniaiaae 
torneys for major film studios. New | : : 
battle is expected after July 1, when | John C. Wilson intends testing 


Nelson retires as chairman of the | meer per ‘Peep Show’ at West- 
police and fire committee. port this summer. 


wy | 




















directed the performance with fren- | 
zied haste, but no suggestion of pace. 
The hitherto blameless actors gal- | 
iantly play the whole mess as if they | 


believed every phony situation and 
line. Thus, if such capable players 
as J. C. Nugent, William Harrigan, | 
John McCauley, Eddie Nugent, Roy 
Johnson, Florenz Ames, John Kirk | 
and Julie Stevens aren’t believable, | 
it’s because nobody could be, not be- 
cause they aren’t sincere and forth- 
right. And if Betty Jane Smith’s* 
dances are pointless, it’s because 
they contribute nothing to the story 
and are inadequately staged and 
lighted, not that she isn’t a skillful | 
hoofer. Because the show was be-| 
ing rewritten until virtually curtain 
time, the opening night performance 
was haphazard, Hobe. 


Closing Today 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
Next Week—On Tour 
Management: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 
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Equity’s Upset Election 


Continued from page 45 








son had declared that the Federal 
Relief Theatre (WPA) had been 
ditched because of radicalism. 

_ The latest Lambertson letter was 
not read until 90% of the votes had 
been cast, Lytell waiting until then 
to prevent it being injected into the 
election. The letter in part: 

‘I understand I have been the 
eubject of derision at meetings held 
in the support of the independent 
candidates. 
laughed at. I have the honor of 
being a member of the Congress for 
the last twelve years. I have served 
on the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, before which officers of your 
organization have appeared request- 
ing Federal funds. Any one even 
slightly informed on the subject 
knows the only reason for the de- 
mise of the Federal Theatre was 
Communist infiltration into the 
project.’ 

Around 30 minutes was allowed 
for both sides to speak before the 
balloting started. Hewitt again de- 
nied being a Red, or having any- 
thing to do with the Communist 
party. He said he had attempted to 


clear his name of the charges, but | 


could not get action; also that it is 
his belief that ‘informers are split- 
ting up Equity.’ Miss Christians and 
Miss Webster also spoke. Latter, a 
regular candidate who supported the 
indies, said that Equity ‘wants 
neither Moscow nor Kansas politics.’ 
Florence Reed defended the selec- 
tions of the nominating committee 
and Maida Reade spoke along similar 
lines. 

Paul Dullzell, treasurer and execu- 
== 


My charges have been | 








tive secretary, in his annual report, 
said that 
| strong financial condition, there be- 
ing a surpius of $23,000 made during 
ithe fiscal year. Lytell, first to ad- 
'dress the meeting, remarked that 
‘there is no divorce in Equity,’ mean- 


dicted that everything will be 


| alright. 





by Rev. Randolph Ray, of the Little 
Church Around the Corner, a de- 
parture in starting the annual 
session. 

Dullzell Heads Chorus 


Chorus Equity held its annual 
meeting Monday (9), with Paul 
Dullzell again named head of the ex- 
| ecutive committee and Ruth Rich- 
| mond continued as executive secre- 
| tary. John Eliot and Norman Van 
| Embrough were appointed as chorus 
| representatives on Equity’s council. 
| They are also of the executive com- 
mittee, along with Jean Woods, 
Roger Gerry, Marguerite Benton, 
| Philip Gordon, Mary Brent, Ruth 
| Neslie, June Rutherford and Bill 
Marel. Gerald Moore is recording 
secretary. 








$5,507. 





Ann Corio playing strawhat dates 
in ‘The Barker’ and ‘Sailor, Beware,’ 
but has turned down offers to do a 


revival of ‘Burlesque,’ because she 
wants to get away from the strip 
connotation in her summer theatre 





appearances. 


the association was in| 


|ing the contested election, and pre- | 


| Meeting opened by an invocation | 


Surplus was placed at! 
$122,067, net for the year being) 


(June 11-22) 





| Current Road Shows 


‘Accent on Youth’—Selwyn, Chi- 


cago (11-21). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 


|Grand, Chicago (11-21). 

| ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
|—Philharmonic aud., Los Angeles 
| (11-21), 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ — Maplewood, 
| Maplewood, N. J. (11-14). 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ (John Charles 
| Thomas )—Curran, San Francisco 
(11-22). 

| ‘George Washington Slept Here’— 
Aud., Worcester, Mass. (141-14). 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Aud., Chicago (11- 
21). 
| ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Florence 
| Reed )—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (11- 
| 15); Flatbush, Brooklyn (17-22). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (11-21). 

‘Little Foxes’—Capitol, New Brit- 
ain, Conn. (11-14). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


ander Woollcott)—Colonial, Boston 
(11-14). 

‘Meet the People’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (11-21). 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Flatbush, 
{Brooklyn (11-15); Windsor, Bronx, 
N. Y. (17-22). 


‘My Sister Eileen’— Harris, Chi- 
cago (11-21). 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Francis 
Lederer)—Alcazar, San Francisco 
(12-18). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke, Paul 
Cavanagh)—Alcazar, San Francisco 
(11). 

‘White Cargo’—Capitol, New Brit- 
ain, Conn (16-21), 
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10 Equity 


being of the Actors Forum group, 
supposed to have been dissolved. 


Hope They’ll Reconsider 


The resignations came as a shock 
to Lytell and the councillors pres- 
ent. It was decided to table the 
letter of blanket resignations in the 
hope they would reconsider. Lytell 
said: ‘There are too many fine minds 
and loyal workers for Equity in- 
volved in this action also among the 
several defeated councillors to ac- 
cept such hasty action without at- 
tempting to prevail upon them to 
change their minds.’ 

Lytell pointed out that several 
valuable members of the council had 
missed reelection by the narrow 
margin of a few votes and he felt it 
was their defeat that caused the 
resignations. Although he conceded 
the situation was discouraging, after 
years of effort in the interests of the 
actor, Lytell predicted ‘a better 
understanding among the associa- 
tion’s leaders would soon prevail.’ 

There are 50 councillors, but only 
between 20 and 30 attend the meet- 
ings, and those who resigned figure 
they are of the minority, at least in 
that body. As for the membership, 
however, the largest number of 
votes went to the regular candidates, 
which failed to mollify the disaffect- 
ed leaders. 

They believe that the campaign 
was directed by former Forumites, 
now with the Ameriean Federation 
of Radio Artists, and claim Equity 
has been so harrassed by partisan 
politics that Equity has lost the 
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Alvin Theatre 


Dear “Variety”: 


There have been so many rumors of so many of my plans 
for the summer, none of which I am in a position to correct or 
to corroborate, as one’s time and plans are no longer one’s own 
to dispose of these days—but this I HAD planned to do!!—write 


this letter to you. 


Please allow me to express my very earnest and sincere 
gratitude to all my friends in the theatre for their loyalty to 
Great Britain, which they have shown in so many ways since 
these shocking hours came upon us. As Vice-President to 
Rachel Crothers, I want to thank those who are helping to 
lighten the dreadful burdens being borne by our men, women, 
and children overseas, through the work of the American Thea- 


New York, June 10th, 1941. 


tre Wing of the British War Relief Society. 


There is much to be endured still, but we can do it over 


there as long as you have confidence in us over here. 


“welcome” 


my gratitude. 


I have the very deepest regard and affection for our “Lady 
in the Dark” family at the Alvin and I am looking forward to 
a happy reunion in September. .To those who are leaving the 
fold for pastures new, I want to tell them I shall miss them: and 
to those who are joining us next season, I want to say, 


Again, my thanks to “Variety” for this chance to express 


Sincerely, 








GERTRUDE LAWRENCE. 


a __ 











Leaders Resig 


Continued from page 1 


ilby Ward Green. 
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good-will of the government and the 
public. 

The letter of resignation hints at 
the cause for disaffection by its 
opening sentence: 

‘Subversive’ 


‘For years we have been 
struggling against an influence 
in our Association which seemed 
to use subversive of American 
ideals and institutions, 

‘We have seen this element 
change Equity more and more 
from a Guild of professionals, 
working for the best interests of 
the theatre as a whole, to a labor 
union of different objectives. 
This union is harassed by par- 
tisan politics. It has lost the good 
will of the public and the gov- 
ernment. It is constantly in- 
creasing regulations and restrio- 
tions which we cannot believe 
are for the ultimate good of the 
actor, the industry or the art of 
the theatre. 


‘In this long and very hard 
fought battle we have believed 
that we represented the vast ma- 
jority of our fellow actors. The 
results of the last election prove 
conclusively to us that the ma- 
jority of Equity members are not 
in agreement with our ideas and 
ideals. We are out of step with 
the regiment. 

‘We who supported the Reg- 
ular Ticket and the duly elected 
Nominating Committee, in effect, 
asked for a vote of confidence. 
We have been repudiated. 

‘After much thought and 
prayer, it seems to use we can 
best serve our organization by 
stepping down from the Council. 
The new order now controls 17 
members of Council. This is a 
majority of most Council Meet- 
ings, which rarely exceed 30 
members. We hold steadfastly 
to the ideas and opinions we ex- 
pressed during the last campaign, 
But we feel we can best serve 
the minority which agrees with 
us from the floor rather than 
the platform. We cannot de- 
ceive those members who trust 
us to protect their interests, by 
retaining the responsibility of 
council membership. We are 
now powerless to do anything 
for them in the Council cham- 
ber. 


‘So that all the membership 
may be fully informed on what 
we still believe to be a most 
important issue, we formally re- 
quest that the verbatim report of 
the election meeting be pub- 
lished in Equity Magazine, to- 
gether with this statement of 
resignation. We think it would 
be highly unfair to the mem- 
bers to deprive them of the full 
and entire account of the issues. 
If necessary, we ask that a spe- 
cial number of ‘Equity’ be issued. 

‘Most regretfully, but because 
we believe it is the wish of the 
membership and because our 
usefulness as councillors is 
ended, we therefore tender our 
joint resignation from the Coun- 
cil of Actors’ Equity Assocla- 
tion effective immediately.’ 


Strawhats 


Bucks County Tees Off OK 
New Hope, June 10. 


Bucks County Playhouse thespl- 
ans launched their summer semester 
Friday night (6) by kidding the 








pants off themselves. The Geo. 
Kaufman-Moss Hart comedy, 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 


proved a made-to-order script. 

Looks like Theron Bamberger and 
Kenyon Nicholson, co-operators of 
the playhouse, are in for a banner 
season. By Saturday night all seats 
were gone for eight-day run of 
‘Slept,’ in which Charles Butter- 
worth is featured, 





Md, Spot Opens 
Baltimore, June 10. 


Local strawhat season here got 
underway this week with opening 
of the Hilltop theatre in nearby El- 
licott City. Outfit is again under 
the direction of Don Swann and will 
present some new scripts along with 
repeats of recent Broadway plays. 

Opening bill is a new one, ‘Honey,’ 
Edward Pedula is 
directing. 





Nino Ruisi is a cast addition for 
‘Barber of Seville,’ at Central City, 
Col., replacing Robert Nicholson. 
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Louis Lurie in from Frisco asad 


the shows. 

Ronnie Ames up from Miami for 
a few days. 

Bernard Goodman, Par attorney, 
father of a baby girl. 

New buildings creep up on him, 
so Howard Lindsay moves often. 

Carl Leserman returned Monday 
(9) from a fishing trip in Canada. 

Rutgers Neilson made director of 
Saints & Sinners club this week. 

Paramount redecorating the halls 
and other rooms of the home office. 

Scribes restaurant on East 45th 
under management of Gus and Ed- 
die. 

Leon (and Eddie’s) Enken knock- 
ing off weight at Martinsville (Ind.) 
spa. 

H. M. Richey, Metro’s exhibitor re- 
lations counsel, en route to the 
Coast. 

John Byram, of Paramount, back 
from Caribbean cruise with a heavy 
suntan. 

Frederick Jagel, Met tenor, sails 
July 18 for two-month South Amer- 
ican tour. 

Al Margolies, U.A. press head, va- 
ecationing for two weeks at Fire 
Island, N. Y. 

Dinner :0 Solly Pernick, business 
agent of Local No. 1 stagehands next 
Tuesday (17). 

Tracy Barham, operator of Par’s 
Ohio and Kentucky theatres, due in 
town shortly. 

Jim Mulvey back in Manhattan 
after huddling for three weeks with 
boss Sam Goldwyn. 

Anna Sten in New York rehearsing 
‘Nancy's Private Affairs’ for Toronto 
and Montreal stock. 


Jimmy Schmidt, of the local War- | 


ner exchange, reports today (Wed.) 
for a year’s army duty. 

Tommy McCabe, UA accessories 
chief, with a foot infection resulting 
from stepping on a nail. 

Sam H. Harris at Belmont on Sat- 
urday, his first track visit since be- 
ing operated on in Florida. 

Reeves Espy returned to the Coast 
last week. Understood his plans for 
indie production didn’t materialize. 

Tom Bodkin, managing new 
‘Scandals’ unit at State, 
manager Al Rosen with fight stories. 

Austin Keough, in Dallas huddling 
with Interstate execs on company 
matters, going on to the Coast from 
there. 

Sam Kopp 


is handling the pub- 
licity 


and exploitation this season 


for the Ross Fenton Farm at Asbury | 


Park. 

Leon Netter, Par theatre exec 
back after a three-week “auto tour 
through New England with the 
family. 
season. 

John Barbirolli, summering at} 


Vancouver, will conduct three con- | 


certs in Hollywood bowl 
August. 

Lou Davidson shifted from general 
clerical duties in Paramount to the 
theatre budget and _ statistical 
partment. 

Rialto theatre expects to have its 
Scophony television and special stu- 
dio in the house ready for operation 
this week. 

Milton Hocky joins the managerial 


during 


| 


regaling | 


recent appendix op and was forced 
to take another layoff. 

George McCall, his unit closed, is 
dickering for a series of film shorts 
which the columnist-emcee may 
close on the Coast, where he heads 
the end of this week. 

Pathe newsreel, for years head- 
quartered in the Pathe building on 
West 45th, moving to new quarters, 
decision on _ exact site 
within the next 10 days. 


dio was in town last week on cam- 
paign planning for ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ on which Par plans heavy 
merchandising budgeting. 

_ Arthur Kelly, United Artists’ act- 
ing chief, went directly from the 
Coast to Boston last week for grad- 
uation of his son from Fessenden 
School, West Newton, Mass. 

Softball game held Sunday (8) be- 
tween the Harry James and Tommy 
Dorsey bandsmen on Dorsey's es- 
tate at Bernardsville, N. J., with 
party at his house following. 

Gloria Swanson attended gradua- 
tion of her nine-year-old daughter, 
Michele Farmer, from private school 
in New York Friday (6). She's re- 
maining east for a week or so. 

Blanche Adelman, unemployed 
actress, professionally Blanche Gold- 


petition of bankruptcy, listing no 
assets and $1,364 in liabilities. 

Bob Savini, independent distribu- 
tor, flew to San Francisco Thursday 


there and on the way back east 
makes a half dozen exchange stops. 

Douglas Rigney, assistant general 
manager of the Radio Development 
& Research Corp., filed voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in N.Y., list- 
ing no assets and liabilities of $13,555. 

‘Pirates’ stole $2,000 worth of fit- 
tings last week from the 177-foot 
yacht, Haliglo II, owned by Harry 
Gold, UA eastern sales manager. 


near King’s Point. 

John M. and Harry S. Buxbaum, 
sons of Harry H. Buxbaum, 20th-Fox 
distribution executive, last week 
launched their 50-foot yaw! Tern and 
have already entered the boat in sev- 
eral races this coming season. 

Robert Edmond Jones and Frank 
St. Leger left Saturday (7) for 
Central City, Col., where they’ll co- 
produce the opera festival. Anna 
Erskine, general production assistant, 
leaves with the company next Satur- 
day (14). 

Dick Gilbert had his first day off 
from broadcasting in seven months 
Saturday (8), but it turned into a 
busman’s holiday when he dropped 





*| mistaken 


de- 


into WOV for his mail and was ad 
| libbed into singing a song on Don 
| Richards’ program. 

| Eugene Lyons, American Mercury 
| editor, proposes that he and Leon- 
ard Lyons (N. Y. Post columnist) 
merge as agents and they’re bound 
ito get rich in Hollywood ‘by sheer 
identity for the other 


{Lyons & Lyons agency.’ 


| Annual luncheon of Broadway As- 
| sociation, which this year is cele- 
| brating its 30th anniversary at Hotel 
Astor today (Wednesday, June 11. 
| Robert K. Christenberry, president, 


| will preside. Speakers, Clarence L. 


Law, William Morris, Jr., Patrick L. | 


| Ryan, F. A. Burdett and Ray Whit- 
| taker. 

Ruth Weinberg, secretary to Her- 
man Lorber, Par sales exec, mar- 
ried Gene Newman of the Par the- 
atre department Saturday (7); Es- 
ther Jablow, sec to George Smith, 
| western sales chief, is getting hitched 


ranks this fall with a script authored | the end of this month, and Ethel 


by himself and Rufus King, called | 
‘Lilies for Ruby.’ 

Dave Wallace handling press for 
Fight for Freedom, aligned with 
Committee to Defend America by 
Aiding the Allies. 

Jim Carroll now a major in the 
army’s morale division, handling 
open air show which opened at Fort 
Bragg, N. C., Monday (9). 

Par theatre bunch dined and 

wined Ben Griefer last week fol- 
lowing his promotion to manager- 
ship of Paramount, Newark. 
_ Walter Reade ran for councilman 
in Asbury Park, N. J., but was de- 
feated. He took big ads in local 
papers as part of his campaign. 

Noel Wesley, Hollywood revue pro- 





Langdon, of the Par payroll division, | 
quits Friday (13), for ditto reason. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 








w 


Lulu Glaser, the famous ‘Dolly 
Varden’ of a generation ago, feted | 
here on birthday. 

Dick Maney has joined the local | 
station-wagon set. 

William Lynn here before rejoin- | 
ing St. Louis Municipal Opera. 

John Cecil Holm has sold his 


New York, where his musical ‘Young | 


London 


Will Hay, Jr., has joined the Navy. 
Al Burnett has become papa of 








expected 
Murphy McHenry of the Par stu- | 


stone and Gladstone, filed voluntary | 


night (5), goes to Los Angeles from | 


Boat was anchored in L. I. Sound | 


lin hospital for 


|matized her 
Weston farm and will summer in| Tree,’ and play bowed at Blackpool. | 


a boy. 
| Bud Flanagan bought a cottage ai 


| Haslemere. 


| Morris Angel, the show biz tailor, 
left $13,000. 

Reginald Foort, radio and vaude 
organist, divorced. 

Army Service Corps. 
| Afrique, the mimic, 
'newborn son Winston. 

The George Fosters moving from 
Brighton to Haslemere. 

Brian Roxburgh forced to give up 
agency biz to join the Royal Air 
Force. 

Dave Kaye, of Morton and Kaye, 
| vaude pianists, has joined the Royal 
Air Force. 

Norman Thomas trio to Black- 
pool, opening for Lawrence Wright's 
summer season there. 

Agar Young Duo has been signa- 
tured by Bert Feldman for his 
Blackpool summer show. 

The Nut House nitery, which has 
been bombed, reopened at its new 
| premises in Regent street. 
Gaumont-British’s New Victoria 
| cinema, closed since last September 
due to have reopened May 25. 
| Reprise motif seems not to be 
| confined to legit. 
coming in for lots of attention. 

Sonny Miller taking out vaude- 
ville unit for government group to 
entertain troops in garrison towns. 

Alhambra, Glasgow, one of the 





repertory due to shortage of big 
shows. 


star to play title role in film based 
on life of Jim Mollison, the English 
ace flier. 

Sonny Thomas has left Norman 
Thomas act, joining Chris Gill, with 
Louis Hardcastle, local colored actor, 
replacing him. 


‘Black Vanities.’ 
John Woolf, now a captain in the 


the film 
Charles M. Woolf. 


situation with his father 





Time for Comedy’ at the Haymar-!to save dollar exchange. Local mags | °°, ©"S'8" 


ket to join the RAF. Denys Blake- 
| lock replaced him. 


named his) 


Film reissues are | 


Twentieth Century-Fox looking for | 


Flanagan and Allen doing fire- 
watching once a week at the Victoria, 
Palace, where they are starring in 


Army, taking time off to discuss | 


| Arthur Macrae left the cast of ‘No 


French is directing ‘Jeannie,’ which 
Marcel Hellman is eeeune. 

Ian Fraser, only Rugby schoolboy 
to make the Hollywood trek for “Tom 
| Brown's Schooldays’—he played in 
the picture as well as doing a tech- 
| nical chore—is back and now train- 


|ing for the Royal Air Force as a) 


pilot. 

| Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ will be given 
| special road showing on a modified 
basis. Pic will likely be restricted 
'to key spots due to its technical 


jakin to ‘Gone With the Wind.’ | 
Technician shortage restricts its 
| showings. 





| Australia 


| By Eric Gorrick 


j 





| Local pic loops have given a per- 
‘centage of Anzac Day takings to aid 
'fund for returned men. 


Dom Harnett is producing some 
shows for 2 SM, Sydney, with old- 
time performers clicking. 


Many Hollywood stars have sent a 
|load of clothing to New Zealand for 
'sale to aid the war funds. 


Larry Adler, who left most of his 

earnings here during a prior visit, is 
said to be mulling another trip for 
| the Tivoli loop. 
Jan Rubini will do another season 
'in this spot for Hoyts. Fiddler- 
'conductor was here a year or so ago 
|for the same unit. 


| With a labor government now in 
power in New South Wales, another 





best provincial spots, is going in for’ bid will be made to introduce night | 


trotting with betting. 


Excepting for newsreels and De- 
| partment of Information shorts, local 
|studios are ‘iced’ insofar as feature 
production is concerned. 
| Frank Tait, co-director of William- 
'son-Tait, wedding Viola Wilson, 
leading soprano with the W-T 
Gilbert-Sullivan opera troupe. 

Government will ban the importa- 
{tion of comic strips coming from 
non-sterling countries. Most of the 
present strips come from U. S. 
| Bid will be made to find a bigger 
|opening for British pix here in the 
near future. ‘Middle Watch’ (AB-U) 
is a click presently in Melbourne. 
| Newsprint will be cut further in 
this zone under governmental orders 


are already much reduced in size. 


| ‘Convoy,’ after a huge city click 


| Charles M. Woolf is anxious to do | gor ATP, is now grossing strongly in 


(a film 


| the Victoria Palace. 


in Technicolor of George 
| Black’s musical, ‘Black Vanities,’ at 


the Melbourne nabes. Pic is the only 


wartime one to break records here. 
Government is considering curtail- | 


Hollywood 


George Jessel in from the east. 
Billy Gilbert east on a stage tour. 
Myron Selznick back from New 
York. 
Brenda Marshall hospitalized with 
appendix. 
| Lou Holtz in from Pittsburgh after 
| a stage tour. 
| Joan Crawford back from Broad- 








Jack Eggar is now a private in the} complexities, following a procedure | Way vacation, * 


Mary Boland east for a summer of 
strawhat plays. 

Harold Lloyd to Indianapolis for 
Shrine meeting. 

Don King joined Bob Taplinger’s 
staff at Warners. 

Jules Stein planed to Seattle on 
business for MCA. 

Anita Louise leaves Aug 4 for 
eastern strawhatters. 

Ward Morehouse on a fortnight 
holiday in Honolulu. 

Joan Crawford returned to Culver 
City after a vacation, 


Shepperd Strudwick’s new film 
name is John Shepperd. 
Bob Burkhardt joined Walter 


Wanger’s publicity staff. 

Manie Sacks in town scouting tal- 
ent for Columbia records. 

John Murray Anderson out of the 
| hospital after an operation. 

Raymond Massey moved in from 
New York for picture work. 

William K. Howard back to work 
after a vacation in New York. 
| Mladin Zarubica, former footballer 
| at UCLA, agenting on his own. 
| Bobby Breen, ex-singing boy ac- 
| tor, made his debut as a pianist. 
Claire Trevor bicycling between 
| assignments at Columbia and Metro. 

Brenda Marshall in the hospital 
under observation for appendicitis. 
| Graham Baker, laid up with flu, 
oh typi his next RKO picture in 





| 
| 


ed. 

Hal Wallis and Irving Asher back 
from a fishing jaunt to Guaymas, 
Mex. 

John Grant, gag writer for Ab- 
bott and Costello, bought a valley 
home. 

Lucia Carroll checked out of War- 
ners into the hospital with appen- 
dicitis. 

Mike Frz>kovich, radio _ sports- 
caster, joineu production staff at Re- 
| public. 
| Wayne Morris drew a commission 
in the U.S. Naval Re- 





| serves. 

| Richard Landau moved over to 
| Jack Chertok’s Metro shorts staff as 
| a writer. 

| Sammy Baugh, football star from 


| Texas, checked in at Republic to 


| General Theatres Corp. dickering! jing horse and dog racing somewhat | start his film career. 


'with Ambrose to tour a vaudeville | for the duration of the war. 


junit for them. 
112 weeks with option. 


‘Alibi,’ 


|for Columbia Pictures. 
St. Regis, once 


sold out all its furnishings and fit- 


tings by public auction, 

Max Bacon still in. a cast as re- 
sult of car crash some months ago 
with doctors assuring him he wil 
fully recover by end of June. 

Among the houses bombed in the 
recent London blitz are Phyllis 
Dare’s and Olive Sloane’s. Also 
Motley’s, theatrical costumers. 

Caryll and Mundy finished touring 
in ‘Under Your Hat,’ playing the Jack 
|Hulbert and Cecily Courtneidge 
roles, and went into Bert Montague 
revue, 

‘Black Vanities,” the new George 
Black show is doing steady $16,000 


|per week, with the principals on 


straight salary, which puts Black on 
velvet. 

Marcus Marsh, the _ racehorse 
trainer, and husband of Eileen Ben- 
nett, tennis star, reported prisone1 
of war in Germany. He was serv- 
ing in the RAF. 

Tommy Farr’s and Al Burnett’: 
vaudeville unit, ‘Keep Punching,’ 
closed after three weeks, with Farr 
i minor operation 
Unit resumes shortly. 

Novelist Margery Sharp has dra- 
book, ‘The Nutmeg 
Yvonne Arnaud, 


Helen Haye and 


ducer, arrived last week to line up| Men's Fancy’ will be in production | Maire O'Neill are in the cast. 


talent for a Broadway revue tenta- 
tively titled ‘International Faces.’ | 

T. X. Jones, comptroller of the | 
Kincey-Wilby circuit, returned to | 
Atlanta Monday (9), accompanied by | 
Charles Burton of Paramount h.o. 

George Walsh, now operating the 
Yorktown, plus having an interest | 
in the Par-RKO Yonkers pool, may 
take on additional theatres inde- 
pendently. 

Universal prez Nate Blumberg in- 
troduced Johnny O'Connor and Fred 
Meyers to their new colleagues at U 
at a dinner in the Hotel Astor Friday | 
(6) evening. 

Mike McGreal, head of the cam- 
era department at the Warner stu- 
dio, en route to the Coast after at- 
tending funeral of his father in 
Washington. 

DuMont Television has taken ex- 
tra space at Madison Ave headquar- 
ters and is setting up a separate sales 
division with additions to the pay- 
roll to be, made. 

Major Albert Warner returned 
over the weekend from Jacksonville 
where Warner opened the newly- 
built St. Johns in competition with 
Sparks-Paramount. 





Aage Schubart, chairman of RKO’s 


work last week too soon after his | 


by George Abbott in the fall. 

Ward French to Chicago to hear 
his daughter Eleanor singing in 
Camellia House, Drake Hotel. 

Ralph Lycett handling press at 
Country Playhouse. Richard Skin- 
ner, John Fearnley and Blanche} 
Gillespie of Playhouse staff already 
in. 

Henry Souvaine broke a leg play- 
ing tennis. 

Morris Ernst here for a few days. | 
Ditto Harry Archer. 

John Drew Devereaux commuting 
to ‘Life With Father’ from nearby 
Wilton. 

Richard Mealand, eastern story | 
editor of Paramount, has opened his | 
place here. | 

Florence Eldridge visiting friends | 
here. 

Germaine Schnitzer entertaining | 
for Mrs. Ayturo Toscanini before her | 
flight to S. A. 

Anna Erskine here for a week be- | 
fore reporting at Central City, Col., | 
where she will be assistant to Di- | 
rector Frank St. Leger. 

Mills Brothers’ Circus here Friday 
(13). Wallace Brothers at nearby 
Bridgeport last night (10). 


; George S. Kaufmann at Edna {| ting leave from the Army, where he | a.m.) 
convention committee, returned to! Ferber’s, working on new play. Miss|is a captain, after the death of his | Easton, to half-hour show 


Ferber’s niece, Janet Fox, in. 


David E. Rose, boss locally of 
Paramount Pictures, and F. W. All- 
port, local Will Hays representative 
helped put out bomb fires in Berk- 
eley Square during the last London 
blitz. 

Sir Seymour Hicks, who sailed for 


Egypt to entertain the troops some | 


{months ago, sent for his support- 
ing company, which includes Alice | 
Delysia, Enid Lowe. and Will Van 
Allen. 


Jack Webb, formerly manager of 
Victoria Palace, has been appointed 
general manager of the Saville thea- 
tre by Firth Shenyherd, in place of 
Alfred (‘Tubby’) Turner, who re- 
cently died. 

Theo Figelstone, former president 
of Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation, is now captain in the Army 
Was until recently with government 
group looking after entertainmen‘ 
for the troops. 

‘Back Street’ is playing the Odeon 
for its West End date, repairs to 
Leicester Square theatre being un- 


| finished. The Universal picture was | matic 


to have reopened the latter after its 
recent blitzing. 
Harold French, film director, get- 


wife, Phil Arnold, in air raid. 


Joe Somlo practically set to do} 


| show people's | Distrib Assn. 
| apartment, which has been bombed, | 
| 


| break. 


‘supplied by 


‘Room for Two,’ with Marjori 
'for legit run in Melbourne 
| direction of Dave Martin. ‘Susan and 
God’ follows. 


Sir Ben Faller, after his bowout of 


Melbourne in favor of Metro, is now 
devoting time to building pic biz in 


Perth. Knight’s major interests, pres- 


‘ently, are in New Zealand. 
' Australian Broadcasting Commis- 


; - Such a Cc 
Ready to give him |move would give the pic loops a big | } 


| Gordon and Hai Thompson, looks set | 
under 


Bob Hope ringsiding at the Louis- 
onn skit in New York, to get a slant 
n some knuckle repartee. 


: | Charles Coburn conducting sum- 
Since the outbreak of World War} ,,. at —— 
formerly done in French!y]1 3,000,000 Aussie troops have at. | mer drama classes at University of 


| with Erich Von Stroheim starring | tended free film shows on product 
the Motion Picture | 


= | general manager of Central Casting. 


California at Los Angeles. 
Antrim Short checked in as execu- 
tive assistant to Howard Philbrick, 


Carole Lombard’s mother, Mrs. 
| Elizabeth K. Peters, won a $100,000 
| Suit involving her grandfather's 
estate. 

Fred Kley joined Myron Selznick 
| agency as head of new department 
| to represent top cameramen in the 
| film industry. 

Arnold MacDonald, wardrobe chief 
| for Walter Wanger, wound up in the 
hospital after a fall down stairs at 


sion still spots wax German andj yp. Goldwyn studio 

Italian melodies over loop. Fans are | Masquers postponed their Javk 
strongly against this a gat of fare,| Benny ‘pan roast’ testimonial to June 
lookseeing for more ‘sensible’ pro- | 17 on account of the theatre owners’ 


gram setups. 

Columbia spotted ‘I Married Ad- 
iventure’ in a downtown revival 
house when pic was given the 
‘thumbs down’ 
Union Theatres, which presently re- 
leases Col product here. 
| Radio is being combed for talent 
{to spot over Tivoli loop. Present 
|Melbourne bill carries many top 
radio personalities including Mal 
| Verco, Hal Percy, Rex Dawe, Doro- 
\thy Foster, Alec Walter. 


| Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 








New Jersey’s ex-Gov. Harold Hoff- 
man a visitor. 


| Pocono Manor Inn going all out 
for annual Laurel Blossom Ball. 
Lloyd (Dutch) Serfas’ Penn | 


Premier Carnival Co. en route after 
wintering here. 

Cornelia Stabler Gillam, director 
of Buck Hill Players, preparing for 
big strawhat season. 

Bob Auman’s orch returned to 
Oak Grove House, Marshalls Creek, 
|for third consecutive summer. 
| Bernie Parsons’ orch took over at 
|Columbia Hotel, Columbia, N. J., 
|Harmond Farr band moving to The 
| Lounge, Easton, : 
Fred Waring presents’ various 
| members of his Pennsylvanians each 
|Saturday night at Buckwood Inn, 
' Shawnee-on-Delaware. 

Localite John White, formerly 
‘with Kay Kyser, lately with the 
| Three Deuces, gave up music to 
| work for General Electric at Erie. 

| Holiday influx brought many 
visitors to Joseph Jefferson home in 
| Paradise Valley. Scene of first dra- 
presentation of Rip Van 


| Winkle. 

| Local Wyckoff-Sears Variety Hour 
lswitched from hour show (11-12 
each Saturday via WEST, 
(11-11:30 
/a.m.) via WSAN, Allentown. 


verdict by Greater | 


convention barbecue. 

C. P. Brinner, Brunswick-Balke- 
| Collender exec, in from New York 
| to huddle with Pete Smith on a 
| series of bowling shorts. 

Oliver Morosco, former stage pro- 
| ducer, filed a petition in Superior 
| Court for the resumption of his orig- 
| inal name, Oliver Morosco Mitchell. 
| Don Beddoe, contract player at 
| Columbia, has broyght a ranch in 
|San Fernando valley. He calls it 

Beddoe’s Meadows, or Escrow’s Nest. 

Bob Kessner, former Fox-West 
| Coast exploiteer and now a lieu- 

j tenant in the Army, was appointed 
director of public relations at Camp 
Roberts. 

Tyrone Power, Shirley Temple and 
Claudette Colbert made a metallic 
record of their contribution to China 
Relief broadcast and sent it to Mme. 
Chiang Kai-Shek. 


Chicago 


Dr. Jack Yates became father of a 
girl. 

Essaness held outing for its 
ployees. 

Herb Elisburg oxygen tented for 
pneumonia. 
| Sylvan Spiro on furlough here 
from sergeant’s job at Camp For- 
| rest. 
| Jack Elliott and Lew Quadling 
have authored new tune tagged, ‘Do 
You Care?’ 

Michael Todd petitioned courts 
| here for right to have that as his 
_legal name instead of Abram Gold- 
| bogen. 
| Tom Flannery, of the White Way, 
| may call off his annual everybody- 
| invited Nippersink picnic and doe 
;nate the coin to some War Relief 
cause. 
| Popular demand may save the 
| Auditorium from demolition, with 
ithe city possibly taking it over for 
| taxes and then keeping it as munici- 
| pal theatre. 
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BLANCHE CHAPMAN 

Mrs. Blanche Chapman Ford, 90, 
professionally Blanche Chapman, | 
who began her theatrical career four | 
generations ago and appeared in 
practically every medium of the 
drama from pantomime to light 
opera, died June 7 at her home in 
Rutherford, N. J. 

Mrs. Ford, born in Covington, Ky., 
came from a theatrical family which 
traced its start as far back as 1733. 
The widow of Henry Clay Ford, 
manager of Ford’s theatre, Washing- 
ton, where Abraham Lincoln was 
assassinated, she made her debut as 
a child in ‘Mr. and Mrs, Peter 
White.’ 

An authority on Lincolniana, Mrs. 
Ford fell heir to the chair in which 
Lincoln was sitting the fateful night 
he was shot. Her husband, thinking 
the President would be more com- 
fortable in an armchair, brought one 
from his own home. It long re- 
mained in possession of the Govern- | 
ment but eventually was returned 
to Mrs. Ford, who sold it in 1929 to 
a representative of Henry Ford. 

A celebrated actress in Recon- 
struction days, Mrs. Ford had ap- 
peared with Edwin Booth, Edwin 
Forrest, Joseph Jefferson and Dion | 
Bouccicault, among many others. | 
For 22 years under the management 
of George Tyler, she had also played 
in more than 100 light operas. As 
a singer she was the first actress to 
be seen in the role of Josephine in 
*H. M. S. Pinafore’ when that Gilbert 
and Sullivan operetta made its 
American debut. 

Among Mrs. Ford’s last appear- 
ances was a part in ‘Latchstrings,’ | 
presented at the Lakewood Play- | 
house, Skowhegan, Me., some five 
years ago. Prior to that she often 
played in pictures, both silent and | 
talking, and shortly before retiring 
even appeared in a radio drama over 
WOR, New York. 

She leaves two sons, George Ford, 
a producer, whose wife, Helen Ford, 
is the musical comedy star, and an- 
other son, Frank, an instructor in 
dramatics. 





CHARLES E. COOK 
Charles Emerson Cook, 71, writer 
of operettas, veteran publicity man 
and long associate of late David 
Belasco, died June 8 in St. Luke’s 


hospital, New York, after several 
months’ illness. 
Cook, a graduate of Harvard, 


dabbled in writing as a student and 
by chance. won the attention of Be- 
lasco, who hired him.as a press 
agent back in the ’90s. He remained 
with the producer as director of 
publicity for some 15 years when he 
resigned to author operettas. Some 
of his works included ‘The Koreans,’ 
‘The Rose of the Alhambra’ and ‘Mr. 
Pickwick,’ which was written in col- 
laboration with Charles Klein. 

After an interval of drumbeating 
for divers theatrical personalities, 
Cook turned to producing and had 
a hand in such productions as ‘Rem- 
nant,’ with Florence Nash, and 


‘Blind Youth,’ with Lou Tellegen. He @8er both in London and the USS.,| 


handled publicity for ‘No, No, Nan- 
ette,’ both on its Broadway and road 


runs. General publicity rep for H. Served under Frederick Harrison and 


H. Frazee from 1924 to 1928, he also 
was active in managing stock com- 


panies in such cities as Montreal, With Sir Herbert Tree, then repre- | 


ARIES 


While acting as a clown he toured 
with the Donaldson & Gregory cir- 
cus during the '90s and also did the 
same routine with the old Sells & 
Forepaugh circus. 

Shortly after the turn of the cen- 
tury, Bickel turned to legit and made | 
his debut in ‘Me, Him and I,’ which 
had a sensational three-year run. He 
also appeared in ‘A Trip to Paris’; 
with Gertrude Hoffman at the) 
Winter Garden in 1913 and after | 
playing at the Hippodrome, London, | 
went to the Coast in 1915, where he 
made many comedies for the Edison | 
Feature Film Co. He also had) 
worked for Fox Films, retiring 11) 
years ago. | 

Widow survives. Remains were) 
forwarded to Saginaw for interment. | 





MARY ‘BUBBLES’ KELLY 
Mary‘ Kelly, 46, vaude and radio | 
comedienne, died in her sleep June 7 | 
in her Hollywood apartment. She 
had apparently been in good health. 
Starting in show business 30 years 
ago with a stock company in Chi- 
cago, deceased shortly after framed 
a turn with Tom Swift, also with 
the stock troupe. Act, a comedy 
singing and talking routine, toured 
the vaude houses for 15 years. 

In recent years Miss Kelly turned 
to radio and has appeared on many 
of the top programs, including those 
of Jack Benny, Burns and Allen, and, 
more recently, Al Pearce. Gracie 
Allen has many times credited Miss 
Kelly with starting her on her pro- 
fessional career. She appeared on 
many recent benefits with Benny, 
being billed with Blanche Stewart as 
‘The Chicken Sisters.’ 


She leaves her husband, Ray | 
Myers, onetime Orpheum booker in | 
New York. 

Remains were taken to Chicago, 
her birthplace, for services and 

urial. 





] 


information received in New York 
last week, 

A native of Bucharest, Feder man- 
aged the Bucharest Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Rumanian Opera 
Company before World War I. He 
also was active in music publishing, 
heading a firm which bore his name. 
As a concert manager he was cred- 
ited with having arranged Rumanian 
| engagements for Mischa Elman, Fritz 
Kreisler and Jascha Heifetz, among 


| others. 


Surviving are his widow, daughter 
and a son. 





ADELYN ESTEE 

Adelyn Estee, 70, former Metro- 
politan Opera singer and star in mu- 
sical comedy, died June 3 in Los 
Angcles. 

Making her debut at the Met at 
the age of 18, she later played op- 
posite Eddie Foy and Nat Goodwin 
in musical shows. At one time she 
starred in her own _ production, 
‘Queen of the Moulin Rouge.’ In 
later years she appeared occasion- 
ally in motion pictures. 

Surviving is her husband, William 
Bence, vaudevillian. 





ALFRED ATKINS 
Alfred Atkins, 41, actor was killed 


/in a London air raid recently. 


Originally a bank clerk, he turned 
to the stage, touring with ‘Chu Chin 
Chow’ and D‘Oyly Carte Opera 
Company. Of recent years he had 
appeared in Firth Shephard’s shows 
and became understudy to Gordon 
Harker in “The Frog,’ appearing also 
in the film version. At the time of 
his death he played in ‘Cottage to 
Let’ at Wyndham’s. 





CAPT. E. D. C. HERNE 

Captain E. D. C. Herne, 51, radio 
news commentator, died in Chicago 
June 8 following an operation. 

Captain Herne started with WGN, 
Chicago, as a commentator three 
years ago. He had been a World 
War flier. 

Widow survives. 
cago. 


Burial’ in Chi- 


_—_—__-~ 


GEORGE EBEY 





CHARLES N. HAMMOND 

Charles N. Hammond, 63, veteran 
actor who appeared with Walter 
Hampden for several seasons and 
| with Minnie Maddern Fiske and the 
late Bertha Kalich, died June 5 at 
the Lenox Hill hospital, New York, 
after a long illness. 


Born in San Jose, Cal., Hammond | 


came to Broadway under the man- 
agement of Klaw & Erlanger shortly 
after the turn of the century. After 
appearing in “The Prince of India’ at 
the old Broadway theatre, he later 
had roles in ‘The Kreutzer Sonata’ 


with Miss Kalich and with Mrs. Fiske | 


in ‘Leah Klechna.’ : 
Hammond, who appeared in stock 


at various intervals, became a mem- | 


ber of Walter Hampdeén’s company in 
, 192° and was in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ 
‘Enemy of the People’ and ‘Hamlet,’ 
among others. More recently he had 
played in ‘Miss Swan Expects’ at the 


Cort theatre, N. Y., two seasons ago. | 
| 


ALFRED ‘TUBBY’*TURNER 
Alfred ‘Tubby’ Turner, 70, died in 
London May 12 after a lengthy ill- 
ness. A well known theatrical man- 


he commenced his career in 1895 at 
the Lyceum theatre, London, and 


Cyril Maude for 25 years. 
Turner toured America and Canada 


George Ebey, 68, manager of the 
Fulton theatre, Oakland, Cal., suc- 
|cumbed June 2 at his home in Oak- 
j tand following a long illness. He 
!was formerly manager of the Or- 
;pheum and Macdonough theatres, 
| Cuan, and the Alcazar, Frisco. 

Surviving are his widow and four 
| children. ‘ 





OWEN BENNETT 
Owen Bennett, producer of unit 
| shows in the south for the past eight 
| years, died May 27. 
Funeral services were held in 
| Memphis. Survived by widow and 
| young daughter. 





INNIS G. OSBORN 
Innis G. Osborn, 58, playwright and 


May .24 at his home in 
| Conn., after a long illness. 
Further details in the radio sec- 
| tion. 


Norwalk, 


HENRY HAAG 

| Henry Haag, one of the early ex- 
hibitors in the Michigan area, died 
at his home in Wyandotte, Mich.. 
June 3. Until his retirement several 
years ago he operated the old Rialto 
theatre, Wyandotte. 





MADAME BERLINO 
Mary Halter, 73, better known in 


Milwaukee, Baltimore and Washing- sented Cyril Maude again in the} America and Europe as Madame 


ton. 


A member of The Lambs and one In London he managed the Court, | 24 at Lima, O., 


of the founders of the Friars Club, 
Cook had some six operettas pro- 
duced and at the time of his death 


left one script, a musical play 
called “The Pirate Prince,’ which 
was fully completed, but unpro- 
duced. In recent years he had been 


a summer stock operator at the Rice 
P!ayhouse, Martha’s Vineyard, Mass 

Surviving are his widow, Rose; a 
son, Charles E., Jr., and a daughter 
by a previous marriage, Gladys 
Irene Cook, an actress. Funeral 
services were held yesterday (Tues- 
day) by The Lambs at the Little 
Church Around the Corner. 





GEORGE L. BICKEL 


States, Australia and New Zealand. 


Shaftesbury and Kingsway theatres, 
then the Winter Garden for 10 years, 
before taking over the new Saville 
theatre in 1931. 


For some years he had been ill. 
Both his legs had to be amputated in 
1935. Survived by widow, Shirley 
Huxley. 

= 


CHARLES DE SHEI™M 
Charles De Sheim, actor who had 
roles in such recent plays as ‘My 
Heart’s in the Highlands’ and ‘The 


Time of Your Life,’ died of a strep- | 


tococcus infection June 6 at the 
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York. He 
had been ill for about 10 days. 

A one-time director of the Chicago 


Berlino, concert pianist, died May 
from injuries suffered 
| after having been struck by an auto- 
mobile. 
BORIS SAID 

Boris Said, 58, who operated the 
St. James and 44th Street theatres. 
New York, died suddenly June 5 in 
i, ae 4 
| Details in legit section. 


! 
| 
ALEKO 
Alexander Dilopoulo, 59, stage ac- 
tor, known professionally as Aleko, 


died June 2 in Los Angeles. 





Mother, 84, of Nick Kenny, song- 
writer and radio editor of the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror, died June 4 at her 


George L. Bickel, 78, veteran stage Repertory Theatre, De Sheim was|Summer home on Lake Mombasha, 
and film comic who began his career associated with the Shakespearean) Monroe, N. Y., after an illness of two 
as a circus clown, died June 5 in productions presented by the Old| months. Also surviving are another 


Los Angeles. 
More than 50 years ago, Bickel 


Globe theatre at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair vo seasons ago. 


Other plays | 


son, Charles, assistant radio editor 
of the Mirror and his brother’s col- 


formed the comedy team of Bickel in which he had roles were ‘Journey laborator in writing songs; a daugh- 


and Watson, which later became 


to Jerusalem,’ presented at the 


ter, Anna, and four grandchildren. 


Bickel, Watson and Roth. They ap- National, N. Y., and several stock! Three other sons died overseas in 


peared in early Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and 
George White’s ‘Scandals.’ 

As a boy of 12, Bickel had a walk- 
on part in a vaude show in Saginaw, 
Mich., where he was born. Before 
joining the Whitney family’s circus 
in 1880, he had been successively a 
blackface artist, an Irish comedian 
and later played as a Dutch comic. 


company productions. 

Surviving are his widow, Babette, 
and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Swadesh of Westerville, Ind. 

JEAN FEDER 

Jean Feder, 72, music publisher 
and concert manager, died recently 
in Bucharest, Rumania, according to 


|the World War I. Funeral services 
| were held at Concord, S. I., Satur- 
day (7). 





| Eugene C. McCarthy, veteran 
theatrical electrician who had 
| worked for the Ringling Bros. circus 
| and RKO-Proctor’s theatre, Mt. Ver- 
inon, N. Y., died June 4 in Mt. Ver- 


more recently an NBC writer, died | 


non after a long illness. McCarthy, 
who retired after an injury some 
years ago, left a widow and two sons. 





Bernard Dillon, 53, former husband 
of the late Marie Lloyd, music hall 
star, died in a London hospital May 
6. One time a jockey, he won the 
British Derby in 1910. 





Mother, 68, of Wally Downey, tal- 
ent manager and music man, died 
June 5 in Philadelphia. 





Father of Jack Lavin, personal 
manager for Paul Whiteman, died at 
his home in St. Louis June 9. 


Orch’s Goodwill 


Continued from page 














in via the States. Surprising as it 
is to most North Americans, who 
think Cuban and Central American 
bounce is general throughout Latin- 
America, conga-rhumba didn’t even 
start to make the grade here or 
elsewhere in S. A. until it began 
clicking in Manhattan. 


Brazilian sambas while long pop- 
ular in Brazil were never heard in 
the rest of S. A. until Carmen Mi- 
randa began warbling them on 
Broadway and the publicity (espe- 
cially the Hollywood buildup which 
followed Manhattan) plus the radio 
and discs spread the beat to Ar- 
gentina, Chile, Uruguay and the rest 
of Latin America. Mexican things 
like ‘Frenesi’ needed Artie Shaw’s 
wax pushing before they began to 
click. 


Jazz Too Late 


Cuban and Brazilian are now 
nudging their way up to a place 
which is just below the tango in 
radio time. One reason jazz hasn't 
caught on quicker, it’s explained, is 
the lag between time of Tin Pan 
Alley launching of tunes and their 
arrival here. Usually two seasons 
late. Disc manufacturers like Vic- 
tor and Odeon have long followed 
the practice of waiting to see, what 
clicked in the States before import- 
ing matrixes for local pressing sim- 
ply because of this. Wait-and-see 
attitude has also been true of pub- 
lishers. 

With regular short-waving, espe- 


mitted locally, S. A. listeners will be 
in a position of getting the fresh 
bounce just as quickly as they get 
the fresh news. 

Local bands which usually have 
waited until waxings arrive because 
they had no other way of knowing 
what the stuff should sound like, 
will have a regular display case to 
watch if NBC's idea is followed 
through. Number of bands here al- 
ready have ‘ear men’ who by listen- 
ing a few times can practically dic- 
tate a carbon copy of any arrange- 
ment they hear, but not all have 
time, talent or inclination for this. 


Great Disc Sale Effect 
Effect on dise sales is also likely 


to be great, dealers here having 
noted in the past that bands most 


frequently heard even on infrequent 
short-wavers from the States are 
those most in demand. Expect that 
regular aircasting will help take up 
; the lag for fans and musicians like 
| something heard on the air. They 
won't be content to sit around but 
will defhand it come down as fast 
as anything else, according to the 
theory. 

As with othef programs short- 
waved from the States, warning is 
issued here that without 
local publicity number of listeners 
will be comparatively few.  Pro- 
grams must not only be advertised 
but tieups established. Swing Clubs 
such as the B. A. organization— 
VariETY description of which helped 
NBC get the idea for regular pro- 
grams—would be more than willing 
}to cooperate provided somebody 
asked. Organization and 
|} groups are a definite factor in the 
|Goodwill picture and also repre- 
sent the largest potential purchasers 
of U. S. music. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Fortenberry, 
son, in Los Angeles, June 2. Father 
is in Metro's still camera department 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Goodman. 
daughter, in N. Y., May 3. Father is 
attorney for Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rufe Davis, daughter, 
in Santa Monica, Cal. June 5. Father 
is stage and film comic, 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Young, 
daughter* in San Antonio, June 2. 
Father is sports announcer for KABC 
there. ; 


Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Kronenberg, 
daughter, June 6, in New York. 
Father is time salesman for WBYN, 





Brooklyn. 


adequate | 


cially if it’s picked up and retrans- | 





similar | 








Studio Unions 
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considerable time to discussion of the 
effect of the Wage-Hour decision on 
the question of retroactive pay for 
workers and demands of actors, di- 
rectors, writers and other studio 
groups for contract revisions. The 
company executives are understood 
to have finally referred the back pay 
situation to the attorneys for legal 
opinions and recommendations. 

While Vincent recommended that 
no formal inspections be made for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether 
restitution of wages may or may not 
be due prior to June 16, the ques- 
tion was raised as to whether the 
companies had committed themselves 
by notifying employees wage adjust- 
ments would be made if they were 
affected by the decision. Y. Frank 
Freeman, prexy of the Producers 
Association, has already discussed 
the situation with officials of the 
Wage-Hour Division. 

The Producers are reported to 
have tentatively agreed to requests 
of the Screen Actors Guild for re- 
classification of extra brackets. These 
call for elimination of the $8.25 and 
$11 calls, establishment of a $10 or 
$10.50 ticket and placing of a limita- 
tion on the use of $5.50 players. 

Counter-proposals will be made to 
the demands of the Screen Directors 
Guild for minimum wages and to 
the contract proposals of the Screen 
Writers Guild. Meetings with these 
three groups will be arranged this 
week. 





MARRIAGES 


Helen Jones to John Lee, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., May 31. He is public 
relations director for Screen Actors 
Guild, 

Ruth Weinberg to Gene Newman, 
in Brooklyn, May 7. Bride is secre- 
tary to Herman Lorber of the Par 
home office distribution department: 
he’s assistant to C. L. Oswald, head 
of the theatre chain's investigation 
department. 

Rita Connell will wed Jean Her- 
bert in New York, June 23. Bride is 
an Earl Carroll showgirl; groom a 
songwriter and publisher. 

Mary Brodel to Richard Russom, 
in Los Angeles, May 15. She's a 
film player; he’s a composer. 

Sylvia Lipson to Harold Allen, 
June 12, in Columbus. He’s a staff 
announcer on WBNS there. 

Yvonne Guerin to Charles Ray, in 
Hollywood, June 4. He’s the former 
film actor. 

Dorothy Fay Southworth to Wood- 
ward Maurice Ritter, in Prescott, 
Ariz., scheduled for June 14. Bride 
is film actress, professionally Doro- 
thy Fay. 

Harriet Linehan to Darving E. 
Skogstrom, in Milwaukee, May 31. 
She’s legit stock and radio actress. 

Dorothy Holmes to Lester Combs, 
in Kansas City, April 19. She was 
librarian, he is continuity writer for 





| 


| Simon, 


WHB, K. C. Announcement made 
last week of secret marriage. 
Gertrude S. Karp Louis S. 
in San June 8. 
He’s account at KYA, 
Frisco. 


to 
Francisco, 
executive 


Connie Gange to Ed Wegman, June 
7, in Rochester, N.¥. He's chief an- 
nouncer at WEBR, Buffalo; she’s 
singer at Rochester’s WHEC. 

Ruth Fimbel to Ed Nickel, in 
Maplewood, N. J., May 16. Groom 
is in the publicity department of Mu- 
tual network, N. Y. 


Marjorie Johnson to Ken Carter, 
studio publicist, June 8, in Las Vegas, 


Nev. She’s daughter of Nunnally 
Johnson, film writer-producer. 
Rosemary Cox, New York social- 
ite, to Leslie Harris, scheduled for 
July 11, 1941, in New York. He is 
CBS newscaster in Miami (WQAM) 
and Variety correspondent in Flor- 





ida. 

Helen Claire to Dr. Milton Smith, 
in White Plains, N. Y., May 22. Bride 
is legit, film and radio actress; he’s 
member of the English department, 
Columbia University, and director of 
Morningside Players, university's 
drama group. 

Maybelle Schreiber to Morris Mor- 
gan, May 20, in Toledo. He’s man- 
ager of the Palace theatre, Toledo. 

Judith Allen to Rudolph Field, re- 
cently, in New York. Bride is for- 
mer film actress and now a radio 
performer; he’s a book publisher and 
radio producer. 

Jean Chatterley to William Craw- 
ford, June 8, in Brooklyn, N. Y. He's 
assistant to promotion chief of WOR, 
New York, 

Marjorie Clarke to Thomas 
Reilly, June 7, in New York, Bride 
is a radio actress; he’s an NBC 
director and production man. ? 
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Clipper arrival, urged the customs 
men to keep the reporters out. 


The airport photographers imme- 
diately sat on their camera plates 
and took nary a snapshot while the 
newsmen, who usually chat with all 
of the arriving passengers, leisurely | 
spoke with six out of 35 travel- 
ers and boiled their story down to. 
less than that. 

Checking official sources, the 
newsmen quickly tailspinned Pan- 
American’s contention that the anti- 
press ruling was set up by the cus-. 
toms men. Then when it looked 
like the feud would be one of the 
long drawn-out variety which, ulti- 
mately could accomplish nothing 
but harm to the aviation industry, 
the newsmen banged in an alarm 
directly to City Hall. 


Situation Adjusted 


Before the next Clipper arrival, 
the situation was adjusted when 
John Meade, Atlantic division man- 
ager for the airline, ruled one of 
his hired help off the course and put 
the press back where they belonged. 
Although they enjoyed the short- 
lived battle, the reporters regretted 
that one man could interfere with 
the excellent press relations estab- 
lished with considerable difficulty | 
by Walter H. Neff, airline praise 
agent, | 

When the smoke of verbal and po- 
litical shooting irons subsided, an- 


airline spokesman told the news- , 


hunters he was sorry that the Fourth | 
Estaters had felt it necessary to haul | 
the city of New York info the fray, | 
affording more mirth to paragraph | 
collectors, who always felt that in 
a war each side used the handiest | 
and most effective weapons. 


The scribblers were most amused 
at the apparent worry of the air- 
liners over the City Hall angle. Ac- 
tually, the newsmen feel, they could 
‘pressure’ the seagoing trolley line | 
more completely by starting a cam- 
paign to inject a competing carrier 
into the transatlantic field. It was | 
felt, however, that the mild rub from | 
the municipal throne would be 
quicker and less costly to the air- 





line’s stockholders, most of whom | stated, offers have been made which | to give American programs 


don’t know the people they employ. 
Little Other Activity 


Aside from the gray hairs added ' 
to hoary reportorial heads, little ac- | 
tivity moved in or out of the aero- | 
drome-by-the-parkway. A summer) 
siege of nummmmph seems to have 
set in against interesting tales and | 
until the needle of chill air scratches | 
here and there, it appears that there | 
will be but a bit to write home about | 
to Broadway. 


Abbott and Costello held reserva- 
tions on the Monday (9) Stratoliner 
from Los Angeles and were due to 
arrive at the port yesterday (10) in 
time to catch the opening flash of 
their new film, ‘In the Navy.’ An- 
other event on yesterday’s calendar 
was the presenation of TWA’s fourth 
annual awards. Bob Selig and John 
Hemmer, Daily News flying photog- 
raphers, were to be handed $100 and 
$50, respectively, for their prize- 
winning entries while an aviation 
reporter was to see $250 in fold- 
ing green bounce into his lap. 

Allen Jenkins hove onto the scene 
Saturday (7) in a United Air Line 
Mainliner from L. A. while the week- 
end Clipper carried Charles J. V. 
Murphy, Fortune editorial writer, 
and David E. Scherman, Life photog- 
rapher, from Europe. 

Murphy and Scherman were 
aboard the ill-fated Zamzam, which | 
was zumzumed to the bottom of the 
s€a by torpedoes carrying Hitler’s 
autograph. The two men were due 
into the airport Saturday but were 
put off the Clipper with a number of 
other passengers at Horta, the Azores, 
when the Lisbon to New York ferry 
met severe headwinds and had to bid 
adieu to part of its load. The fol- 
lowing Clipper was scheduling La- 
Guardia Field for either Monday (9) 
or yesterday (Tuesday). 

Friday’s (6) Clipper trippers in- 
cluded John Hugh Williams and his 
wife, Helen, on their way to the land 
of the Broad A to lend their aid 
to the war effort. The Englishman 
left his part as Jerry Seymor in 
Claudia’ to go over and do his bit. 
Arthur Margetson has replaced him 
in the Broadway production. Mrs. 
Williams hoped to get taken on as 
an ambulance driver. 


Newark Landing 

A TWA Stratoliner, scheduled for 
LaGuardia, ended its flight Thurs- 
day (5) at the Newark, N. J., air- 
port and thereby exempted local 
newsmen from the pleasure of in- 
terviewing Mrs. Howard Tierney, the 
mother of actress Gene Tierney, who 
chose to marry the guy she wanted 





| wack, 


| clared. 


-American Airways 
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against parental wishes; Sam Spe- 
the playwright and screen 
scripter, and Anna Sten, all of whom 
came from L. A. to N. Y. The same 
tinkle of the 12 o’clock whistle wit- 
nessed Arturo and Carla Toscanini 
and Maria Slebus, as musical a trio 
as any musical trio, take off in an 
Eastern Airliner for Miami. 

The week saw Frederick C. Oechs- 
ner, Central European manager for 
the United Press, Clipper off on his 
way to Berlin, the community in 
which Mr. Churchill hopes to set up 


his 1942 summer residence. Fred 
handed the inquiring reporters 
around the International Marine 


Terminal such a vivid off-the-record 
tale ‘of things Germanic that they 
are still muttering in their beer, He 


need fear to speak his opinion, back 
to the country that put Silence on 
the gold standard. 


| UA Must Learn | 






one film a year. It is most profitable 
to the producers financially and in 
the building and obtaining of star 
names for each to make three a year. 
UA is prepared to aid them in that 


Financing 


Explaining the last statement, 
Kelly said there would be nothing so 
formal as a separate company to 
participate in producer-financing, as 
planned by Silverstone, because that 
would mean the bringing in of out- 
side capital. The company itself 
will advance coin, Kelly said. 

‘The time is past, UA topper 
stated, ‘when anyone could put a 
predetermined amount of money in 
a film and be certain of a profit. Pic- 
ture-making since the war started is 
more of a gamble and the company 
must share the risk with the pro- 
ducers.’ e 


As for’ Selznick and Capra, Kelly 


UA hopes they will accept. They 
would come into the outfit as pro- 
ducer-owners, taking the stock ac- 
quired by the company from Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and about to be ac- 
quired from the Fairbanks estate. 
Should the court not approve the 
Fairbanks sale, Kelly indicated that 
still wouldn’t interfere with the 
deal. ‘There’s nothing to stop us 
from issuing more stock,’ he de- 
[Coast reports see the Selz- 
nick-Capra-UA deal near consum- 
mation.] 


Pickford, Korda, Chaplin 


One of the most important changes 
in operation, Kelly said, would be 
active control by the three living 
owners, 
Korda and, Charles Chaplin. They 
are no longer running the company 
indirectly through appointed direc- 
tors, but are giving UA affairs full 
time themselves every day. Board 
and stockholder meetings in the fu- 
ture, UA v.p. asserted, will be mere 
formalities, because the stockholdgrs 
are meeting informally continually. 

A switch in policy will be the end 
of producer bonus systems—such as 
the ‘Silverstone plan’—Kelly stated. 
Producers will pay UA a flat 25% 
distribution charge out of their re- 
ceipts and there will be no kick- 
backs or rebates, he declared. 


‘We are going to be as exclusive 
as hell,’ Kelly emphasized in reveal- 
ing that the owners themselves must 
approve new producers and the com- 
pany is ‘not scouting’ for any other 
picture-makers. ‘We are going to 
get back to UA’s policy of quality 
films even if it means we have only 
10 or 12 pictures a year,’ new chief- 
tain declared. 

Plans have been made, he said, 
for even the UA contributors who 
have been highly successful com- 
mercially in the past, such as Ed- 
ward Small, to put more value into 
their films. Small will have im- 
portant names in his casts in the fu- 
ture, Kelly avowed. 

The consent decree, to which UA 
is not a signatory, will have no effect 
on the company’s selling policy. It 
is making no provision for trade- 
showing and will continue to sell 
films before they are completed, 
Kelly said. 





Pedro Calderon, Mexican pic 
distributor, is reported to have 
nixed an offer of $25,000 (Mex) 


($5,000 U.S.) from Metro for ex- 


zan’ he obtained. 


Mary Pickford, Alexander | 


Getting the Lowdown 





Author James Street, whose 
books and magazine fiction are 
usually located in Mississippi, 
where he was born, returned to 
his Connecticut home last week 
after a 10-month stay in Natchez. 

‘It was my first visit wMMis- 
sissippi in 21 years,’ he explain- 
ed. ‘I had to go back to find out 
what I was writing about.’ 














S. A. ‘Suspicion’ 
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made up as now of a corps of Mexi- 
‘cans and Cubans, who know nothing 
of our country, what of Argentina’s 
radio? Where will it be? 


The Press — 


‘When you multiply such maga- 
zines as ‘Reader’s Digest’ in Spanish 


was returning after a two-month with Yanqui advertising and circu- 
| vacation in the land where no man jate them freely and in profusion 


‘throughout our country, the boasted 
solvency of our national press will 
| be imperilled. 

| ‘It is very beautiful to talk of cul- 
tural relations. Culture with a capi- 
tal ‘C’ used to have the prestige of a 
free and disinterested Goddess. But 
when cultural interchange is made 
‘through powerful industries such as 


‘nomic for each producer to make the cinema, the radio and periodicals, 


culture dons the dress of business. 
| And as one businessman to another, 
| don’t“you think we have the right to 
defend ours, Mr. Fairbanks? 


‘From this you will deduce, dis- 
tinguished Ambassador from our 
friend of the North, that it is not to 
our interest that you make good 
Argentine pictures, give good radio 
‘programs in Spanish and publish 
| good periodicals in Spanish, printed 
in New York. 


‘We would prefer that the inter- 
change be a real interchange, that is, 
that you send us magnificient pic- 
tures in English, as you have done 
up till now, and that we send you 
very good Argentine pictures, which 
you would exhibit generously in Ra- 
dio City. 

Periodic Envoys 

‘We would prefer that instead of 
buying space on our broadcasting 
stations (at very low prices for you) 
and 
|propaganda, you send us through 
| NBC or CBS periodic ambassadors of 
| the great artists of your country, to 
| which we would reciprocate by send- 
ling our own artists, who though 
| modest, are nevertheless capable of 
singing a tango better than Rudy 
Vallee.’ 


Under a subhead ‘Goldfish and 
David’ the magazine adds, in part: 
“The danger exists that ‘Good Neigh- 
| borhood’ may become dangerous to 
us although you do not wish us any 
|harm. It is the friendship of the cat 
{and the mouse; aithough she may 
wish to be very tender to the mouse, 
she ends by tearing it to pieces with 
her claws while caressing it. 





appear in the non-Nazi press during 
‘the Fairbanks visit. Save for a Ber- 
| lin-dominated paper, Pampero. Fair- 
banks’ visit received a tremendous 
hand and columns of favorable space 


ordinarily have not been given to 
providing much space for either good 
will or firm-star visits. 

It’s understood that the open letter 


was intended less as lirect rebuke | - A : 
— ee eee ee | Earl Rogers, California mouthpiece, | 


to Fairbanks than to the general 


work of recently-augmented good- | 


will development via films, radio and 
the press. 


Leslie Howard | 
Continued from page 3 


replacing tag of ‘Call Me Lucky.’ 
Picture stars Vic Oliver and Sarah 

















Churchill. Evelyn Dall, from revue 
and warbler with the Ambrose or- 
chestra, has a feature role. General 


Films will also distribute this one. 
Pathe chief here, W. J. Gell, re- 


turned from Hollywood trip to state | 


company’s Welwyn Studios outfit 
will turn out about a dozen features 
to take care of quota for this side. 
Producer John Argyle is readying 
first of them, ‘Tower of Terror,’ for 


a May start. 
David E. Rose, local head of Par- 
amount Pictures, has’ signatured 


Robert Newton for part of Brodie 
in A. J. Cronin’s ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ 
which starts unspooling May 26 at 
Denham studios. Part was originally 
intended for Donald Crisp. Others 
iin cast are Deborah Kerr, Emlyn 
| Williams and Richard Greene, if he 
‘ean get special temporary release 
from the Tanks Corps, where he is 
an officer; otherwise, James Mason 
takes his place. 


| around $300,000. 


Article was the strongest of any to | 


Picture will be di- | ) 
clusive rights to a version of ‘Tar- |rected by Lance Comfort, with cost Gazette-Democrat, German language |in the picture houses. 








Literati 








Macmillan Lines Up S. America 


Expansion into the South Ameri- 
can field, being lined up by Mac- 





-'millan & Co. via Theodore Purdy, 


Jr., has caused considerable excite- 
‘ment in newspaper and literary 
| circles south of the border. Purdy’s 
arrival in Buenos Aires, for example, 
was announced in both English and 
|Spanish papers and within a day his 
/suite at the Hotel Plaza was crowded 


wefl as genuine talent all offering 
him Spanish equivalent of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ in response to state- 
ment he was looking for manuscripts 
with authentic Latin backgrounds. 

Purdy is seeking to arrange tieups 
with B.A. and other publishing com- 
panies whereby Macmillan’s seal 
would appear on volumes published 
in South America. From what he 
has discovered Latin countries are 
likely to be far more responsive to 
Spanish-language efforts printed in 
their own capitals than in stuff made 
in New York and shipped down. 
Purdy says he’s found promising 
|literary activity in every part of 
South America. Many of the writers 
are newspapermen. 








Critical Calmness 


The cast of ‘Arise My Love,’ which 
sent a letter to Ernest Betts, film 
critic of the London Express, has re- 
ceived an equally grateful note in 
return. Occasion for sending the 
letter to Betts was that the picture 
reviewer had devoted nearly five 
columns to extolling the screen pro- 
duction. 

After explaining that his space for 
film reviews had been reduced to a 
‘miserable column and a half or so,’ 
Betts wrote explaining with typical 
British calmness his situation as fol- 
lows: 

‘I have been trying to write for 
some time to acknowledge the thanks 
you sent me but pressure of nothing 
in particular, the noise in this town, 
the pictures which Paramount are 
always sending us, have conspired 
against it. It’s a news story when 
I get a letter written on time. 

‘My warmest good wishes to all of 
you over there who are entertaining 
us so magnificently over here. We 
certainly can do with it.’ 





Valtin May Testify 


Jan Valtin, author of ‘Out of the 
Night,’ may be called to Detroit to 
testify as an ‘expert witness’ in a 
lawsuit brought by two Ford em- 
ployees against the CIO United Auto 
Workers and the Communist Party. 
Valtin’s name was on the witness list 
in the suit filed by Melvin Bartlung 


injunction and $3,000 damages. 

“We will make every effort to get 
Valtin to Detroit,’ Larry Davidow, 
| their attorney declared. 
mony would definitely 





} 


show 


and Paul Padgett who are seeking an | 


jlast week. He was succeeded by 
!Ludwig Michel, sports editor. 

| Kiefer began career in 1891 with 
|Brooklyn Freie Press and went to 
Phi'adelphia Tageblatt two years 
| later. 


“CHATTER 


Bill Seabrook on Canadian fishing 
| trip with a group of Rhinebeck, N.Y, 


| neighbors. 
with aspiring would be authors as | 


Steve Fisher’s novel, ‘Destroyers,’ 
is slated for July publication by Ap- 
pleton-Century. 


Paul Nicholson, head of the Kan- 
sas City bureau for Associated Press, 
gandering Hollywood. 


Oliver St. John Gogarty doing se- 
quel to his first novel, ‘Mad Grand- 
eur,’ not yet published. 

C. S. Forester has finished screen- 
playing ‘RAF’ for Walter Wanger 
and is resting in Berkeley, Cal. 

Guy Fowler completed his new 
novel, ‘To the Charge of a Star,’ 
dealing with a Hollywood publicity 
writer. 

R. V. Gery, who sold a first one 
to Satevepost, calls writers with 
often only a single sale, ‘Post Morn- 
ing Glories.’ « 

Jack Malloy, of the Chicago Her- 
ald-American, yokeling Hollywood 
after a meeting of Hearst newspaper 
publishers at San Simeon. 

Raymond Camp, rod and gun col- 
umnist of the N. Y. Times, has sold 
a new book on hunting to Little, 
Brown. Hal Matson agented. 

Newton Taylor writing biog of 
Clyde Fitch, aided by memories of 
Otis Skinner, May Robson and 
Lucille Watson. Seeks early letters. 

Alexander M. Griffin, city editor 
of Philly Record, back in harness 
after protracted stay in Tucson, 
Ariz., where he was convalescing 
from arthritis. 

Frank Gervasi, in Libya for Col- 
lier’s, has completed a book on his 
North African experiences’ which 
Doubleday will publish in the fall 
if the manuscript arrives safely. 

Natt S. Getlin was named adver- 
tising manager of the N. Y. Post 
last week. He was formerly local 
ad manager, after coming to the 
Post fromt St. Louis Star-Times in 
1935. 

Louis La Coss, member of the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat staff for 17 
years and editorial writer for the last 
six years, appointed editor of the 
editorial page. Succeeds late Casper 
S. Yost. 

Canada has blocked sale of U.S. 
wood pulps, so in Toronto a new 
Canadian pulp chain has started, 
put out by Superior Magazines, 
| edited by William Brown-Forbes, to 
| fill that kind of reader demand. 

Ann Bridge (‘Peking Picnic’) has 
arrived in San Francisco from Bu- 
dapest via Moscow and is doing a 
novel on her experiences in helping 





‘His testi-| British war prisoners in the Balk- 
the} ans. 


She’s the wife of a British 


| technique used by the Communist | dinlomat. 


Party to create dissention and gain | 


| control of labor unions.’ 


| Legal authorities in Detroit said| ning Ledger 
: : at | that it was possible to qualify Val-| named advertising director of that 
in all papers, including dailies whch tin, through his book, as ‘expert wit- | sheet. 


| ness,’ 





Uncalled For Taboo 
Coronet has scheduled 





piece on 


|called ‘Gallows Cheater,’ by John 
| Wilstach. Taboo by one pop mag 
|was caused by daughter, Adela} 


| Rogers St. John, 
Odd angle is that Mrs. St. John wrote 
|; preface to a book on her father, 
‘called ‘Take The Witness,’ by Alfred 
Cohn and Joe Chisholm, which went 
into an intimate finish fully, but 
the mag that shied off didn’t know 
about it. 
Wilstach is now arranging for pub- 
| lication of ‘Circus King,’ on P. T. 
; Barnum. Writer, long on the Ringling 
Bros. p.a. staff, met many P.T.B. 
| veterans, 





| Macaulay-Winchell Settle 

| A $100,000 libel suit by The Ma- 
,caulay Co. against Walter Winchell 
|and the Daily Mirror, Inc., was set- 
i tled and discontinued Wednesday (4) 


out of the N. Y. supreme court. Al- | 
\leged libel occurred in the March 13, | 
11939, issue of the N. Y. Mirror in | 


| Winchell’s column. 
| Plaintiff had published a book en- 


titled ‘The Strange Death of Adolf | 


| Hitler,’ and Winchell in commenting 
upon the book a2a'eged that the Ma- 
|caulay Co. was noted for publishing 
| bunk. 





| Kiefer Quits Philly Languager 


|daily, for the past 33 years, retired 


mag’s star writer. | 


| Simon 


| 


| 


| weekend 


\ Lm continued from page l= 


R. Kent Hanson, retail advertising 
|manager of the Philadelphia Eve- 
since 1940, has been 


He formerly was _ business 
| manager and advertising director of 
| the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
| Phil Stong back at his Connecti- 
|cut home from visit to the midwest. 
Novel on the Minnesota iron ranges, 
new subject for him, is in prepara- 
tion. His wife, Virginia Swain, has 
just completed ‘The Dol'ar Gold 
Piece,’ to be published in the fall. 
Craig Rice, authoress, has just 
arrived in New York from Chicago 
with her husband, Lawrence Lipton 
her first trip since 1932. Miss Rice 
plans to make New York her perma- 
nent residence. She is now at work 
on a new book, ‘Trial by Jury,’ which 
& Schuster will publish in 
November. 


| Exhibs’ Hope 


























Highway Department which con- 
ducted a survey at key points in 
|Michigan. Over the recent holiday 
10,538 autos crossed the 
Machinae Straits ferries as compared 
to 3,716 on the same weekend a year 
ago. They estimated that Sunday 
| traveling is up 30% this year over 
| 1940. 

Most significant, were the depart- 
ment statisticians’ estimates that in 
Michigan this year the travel income 
would exceed $425,000,000 unless 
‘gasless Sundays’ intervened. 

As one exhibitor said, off the rece 
ord, ‘Just a little piece of that money, 
say diverted by those gasless Sun- 


Emil Kiefer, editor of Philadelphia | days, would mean prosperity back 


And in the 


summertime.’ 
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PX OLDS 








USUAL? 


Say, what is all this talk 
about box-office slump! | 


‘LOVE CRAZY’ BIG! (goss 


Hold-overs from Coast-to-Coast (2nd Week) at Capitol, N. Y. 
Indianapolis « Philadelphia + Seattle « Baltimore » Boston (2 theatres) 
Columbus « Harrisburg » Dayton « Hartford » Houston » Memphis 
New Orleans « Providence + Reading « Wilmington « Worcester 
Toledo « Cincinnati « Milwaukee « San Francisco « Denver « Buffalo 
Minneapolis « Atlanta « Norfolk « Richmond « St. Louis « Cleveland 
Detroit + Pittsburgh *« Los Angeles (2 theatres) 


“BILLY THE KID" OFF 
TO A FLYING START! 


Hold-overs in first engagements (2nd week) at Atlanta » Kansas 
City» Denvere Cleveland « Buffalo+ Detroit + San Francisco »> Memphis 











And here are the next four weeks of M-G-M’s 
TO-THE-RESCUE HOT-WEATHER SHOWS! 


CLARK GABLE, Rosalind RUSSELL MARX BROS. & TONY MARTIN 
in “THEY MET IN BOMBAY” in the Season’s Gala Musical Comedy 


\CE “THE BI a 
WALLACE BEERY IG STORE 
in“BARNACLE BILL” ANN SOTHERN 


in“RINGSIDE MAISIE” 
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